
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

August is typically the month where we gear up for another ministry year.  

All of our summer activities are winding down and our activities for the 

2019/2020 ministry year are beginning once again.  
  

Beginning Sunday, August 18, during Sunday morning Bible study, we will 

begin a discussion on the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission:  How to be 

an Everyday Missionary”  written by Greg Finke. The study will take us on 

a journey of insight and discovery for joining Jesus in the places we al-

ready live, work and play.  This study will help us, as a congregation, to 

fulfill our mission of “Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus in our community 

and world.”  I hope you make a point to be a part of the discussion.  
 

I am excited about our church picnic planned for Sunday, September 8.  We will actually be in the Greenhills com-

mons for a worship service at 10:00 a.m. followed by a meal and some activities.  We will provide the meat and 

everyone is asked to bring a side dish.  We are hoping to have people from the area join us.  Some will come for 

the service and others might just come for the meal and activities.  Please bring enough food to feed the mem-

bers of our congregation but others who may come by.  We will have games and activities available.  Beginning at 

12:00 p.m. we will sponsor a band called “Timestamp.”  They play primarily 80’s music.  In between their sets our 

own Praise Band will play some of the music they usually play in our contemporary worship.  This will present us 

with opportunities to reach out to the Greenhills community.  The worship and music will come from the Gazebo 

at the Greenhills commons.  Please bring blankets and lawn chairs to sit on.  The concert and food will be free of 

charge for the community.  
 

We all have the opportunity and privilege to be a part of this ministry we call Messiah Lutheran Church, Greenhills, 

Ohio.  God has placed us all here for a reason.  He has given us a unique set of skills to use in this place.  And He 

has given us the wonderful message of God’s love and forgiveness found in Jesus Christ that we can communi-

cate not only through our words but through our actions.  I like the thought of adorning the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

with a godly life.  Living a godly life does not mean living a perfect life.  It is impossible for us to live a perfect life.  

But we can live a godly life when we seek God’s will, pray for forgiveness for past failures, and focus on the tasks 

that God has set before us.  We live a godly life when we let go of ourselves and let 

God use us according to His will. 

Blessings to us all as we seek to live and serve as God’s children. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 
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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Aug 11 Pool party at Worachek’s 

home—fellowship activity 

Sept 8 Church service and picnic on 

Greenhills Commons 

Sept 13 Night Glow Golf —  

              fellowship activity 

Sept 15 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting 
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16"But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of 

the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the 

Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so 

that you may not do the things that you please." Galatians 5:16-17  
 

One of the most misunderstood concepts in the Christian life is that 

of “the flesh.” So, what is it? Flesh refers not simply to the physical 

body but also to the inner being, which is 

still subject to sin even though believers 

have a new nature given to them by God’s 

Spirit. Therefore flesh refers to our en-

trenched habits of sinful thoughts, de-

sires, and attitudes—which often lead to 

ungodly behaviors. Paul presents, in a 

painfully honest way, the results of living 

according to the flesh: deeds including 

immorality, impurity, idolatry, anger, strife, 

dissensions, and other destructive atti-

tudes and actions. In contrast, a life led by 

the Holy Spirit produces the rich spiritual 

fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23). 
 

Why do so many people who desire a godly, self-controlled life re-

peatedly fall to fleshly sin? Paul says the determining factor is wheth-

er or not they are being led by the Spirit. If we try to overcome sin on 

our own without submitting to the Spirit’s reproof and guidance, we 

will fail. 
 

The flesh cannot be disciplined, rehabilitated, or improved. Instead, 

it must be put to death. Then, through the power of the Spirit, we do 

not have to yield to sinful impulses but can instead present our-

selves to God for obedience to His desires.  Walking by the Spirit 

means submitting to the Lord when you feel tempted to follow your 

flesh. With His help, you can see your desires give way to obedience 

that pleases your heavenly Father. 
 

The Elders continue to encourage regular participation in worship 

and fellowship at Messiah.  You can help as well.  When you notice 

that one or more of our members has been absent, please pray that 

the Holy Spirit will move them to return, and then call, text or email 

them to let them know you miss them. 
 

We also ask that you prayerfully consider offering your service as an 

usher, reader, greeter, sound board technician, Altar Society or Hos-

pitality member.  Help is needed in all of these areas.  See Linda Per-

rmann or an Elder for more information on how to get started.  
 

The Elders,  

John Hiler, Shawn Horner, Steve Horner, Tom Mueller, Rich Rutz  
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From the Congregation President 

Don’t carry two days at once 
“Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s load with today’s strength — carrying two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow 
ahead of time.” This wise counsel is attributed to Corrie ten Boom, a devout Christian whose family in Amsterdam 
sheltered some 800 Jewish people from Nazis during World War II, suffering imprisonment as a result. Her father and 
sister died in captivity, but Corrie was freed and later set up a rehabilitation center for concentration camp victims 
and supporters of the Germans alike.  
 
Surely ten Boom couldn’t have survived and achieved what she did without laying aside her worries and trusting God. 
Indeed, her wisdom closely echoes Jesus’ teaching: “Do not worry about your life. ... Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life? ... Your heavenly Father knows [what] you need. ... Therefore do not worry about to-
morrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:25-34, NIV). 
 

How great it was to have 40-50 young individuals in our church during VBS to hear how much God loves them 

and how good He is to us on a daily basis.  It is also very encouraging to know that we had 25-30 volunteers 

each day.  Our congregation is one that cares deeply for others and the community around us.  That is living out 

our mission statement: To be a 21st Century Mission Church, Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus in our Community 

and World.  As I write this article, our own youth are up in Minneapolis at the National Youth Gathering with oth-

er youth from around the country and learning about our Real Present God.  I’m sure they’ll return home with 

many positive, uplifting stories of their fellowship time with one another and sister congregations.  Ask them 

about it, they’ll be happy to share with members of their congregation and you may find you have other things 

in common.  
  

On Sunday afternoon/evening of August 11th there will be a cookout and pool-party at the Worachek residence.  

Festivities begin at 4:00 with food around 5:30.  Bring a dish to share and a friend. 

Looking a little farther ahead, September 8th is our church picnic.  This year is a different venue.  To have more 

of a presence in the community, we will be at the Greenhills Commons.  We will begin with Worship, followed by 

a meal (main dish provided, please bring a side to share and a friend…see the theme?).  In the early afternoon 

hours, our very own Steve Bow and Timestamp will whisk us away, back to the ‘80s and ‘90s, with our own 

Praise band also playing between sets.  There will also be activities for people of all ages.  Bring a lawn chair. 
 

Beginning on Sunday, August 18th, for approximately 10 weeks, we will begin our study on how we can simply 

Join Jesus on His Mission, to be about His business.  This will be a church wide study and we want to include 

the entire congregation…that means you.  Pastor’s Sunday morning group, Jim Worachek’s small group and the 

youth will all be participating.  What a great way to bring the entire congregation together for a common goal, to 

reach out and share the love of Jesus in our community where we work, play and live. 
 

What an event-filled summer.  I hope you all can find some way to participate in one thing or another.  As al-

ways, if you have anything you want to plan, share it with a Leadership Board member and we can help you 

make it happen. 
 

Chris Berndt 

June ended up with expenses exceeding expenses by $6,193.  

Year-to-date expenses exceed income by $8,570.  The change 

vs May is primarily due to budgeted support for the Synod, 

Federation and our own VBS.  The mortgage reduction chal-

lenge that started in April is at $3,120 out of our $40,000 

goal.  Please prayerfully consider donating to this challenge to 

allow to achieve our long-term goal of 10% of our budget out-

side-the-walls. 

June Income 29,300$                               

June Expenses 35,493$                               

2019 Income 183,763$                             

2019 Expenses 192,333$                             

2019 Messiah Giving and Expenses
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OWLS 

The National LWML Convention was held June 20-23 in Mobile, AL with the theme “In 

Praise to the Lord!”. Ladies gathered for an uplifting time of fellowship, worship and se-

lection of the 21 Mite grants for the 2019-2021 totaling $2,100,000! For photos and 

more about this inspiring convention and the Mite Grants, please visit www.lwml.org.  

I recently had the opportunity to attend the LWML Ohio District Servant Event in Dublin, Ohio.  We 

had wonderful Bible Studies, prayer, and work for servant projects.  I took 71 pair of eyeglasses to be 

sent to MOST Ministries.  A tremendous thank you to all of you who continue to support this on-

going project.     Judy Stroeh 

OWLS will meet on August 20 (3rd Tuesday) at 11:30 a.m. for our delicious potluck 

lunch followed by a speaker from Fernald Nature Sanctuary. Did you ever wonder what 

exactly happened at Fernald and how it was turned into a nature sanctuary? This is 

your chance to find out. Join us and bring a friend. 

Book Club will meet on August 18 at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Bev Roppel, 255 Cody 

Ct, Fairfield to discuss the book  is “Before we were Yours” by Lisa Wingate. This compel-

ling story of a family lost and found will be an eye opening look into adoption in TN begin-

ning in the 1940’s and continuing for many years.  Should be an interesting discussion. 

Join us.   

Tri-County SOUL Ministry – Simply Give is coming again!!  This Simply Give Program partner-

ship with our food pantry ONLY WORKS at the Meijer Fairfield (6325 S. Gilmore Rd).   

SOUL Ministry is the sponsored ministry from mid-August to mid-September (Sunday, August 18  

to Saturday September 28).   

 During this period if one shops at Meijer Fairfield and wants to give a donation (there is a $10 

minimum) it can be done at check out.  Meijer will match the amount.  Mention the Simple 

Give program 

 If one makes a $10 donation, then Meijer will match that amount.  

 Additionally for 1 weekend during our donation period there will be what's called DOUBLE 

DAYS where any money donated is double matched by Meijer (they will give $20 for each $10 

donation). Don’t know the dates for doubling yet (but will know in advance) — Bunny Doebling 

will be collecting donations for several weeks before that doubling weekend and submit the 

monies on that weekend. 

Art Friedrich receives a “replacement” for the Olympic Watch that was sto-

len from him at the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake City where he was a volun-

teer on the ski slopes. Thanks to E-bay we were able to find one from that 

time that also had a skier on the face of the watch. Bunny Doebling, chair-

person of OWLS presents it to him in thanks for his talk to OWLS in June. 

http://www.lwml.org/
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Make a Joyful Noise 

The music ministry at Messiah will have a new look this fall and we are looking for more people 

to be a part of worship here at Messiah. Choir will continue to sing at traditional services. We 

will sing 2-3 times/month, including an occasional Saturday service. Singers of all ages and 

ability levels are welcome to join us. The praise band will continue to lead the 10:45 contempo-

rary service. New singers and instrumentalists are always welcome. We will be starting a regu-

lar handbell choir. They will rehearse 2-3 Wednesdays/month and play 1 or 2 Sundays/month. 

Children and youth will be invited to sing for worship several times a year. Soloists and small 

groups, both vocalists and instrumentalists,  of all ages, will be a regular part of worship at 

Messiah. More information to come in the weekly bulletin and enews, as well as the Septem-

ber Messenger. Please consider how God might use your talents to lead His people in worship! 

 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Psalm 100:1-2 

SAVE THE DATE OF SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH.   

 The Woracheks have graciously invited us all to a picnic and pool party on this 

date.   
 They will provide meat and drinks and ask that you bring an appetizer, side dish, 

or dessert.   
 There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex where you can confirm that you will be 

coming and what you will bring.   
 There will be singing, swimming,  and conversation, so come and join us for a fun 

afternoon.    
 Festivities begin at 4:00 PM with dinner beginning at 5:30 PM. 

3rd ANNUAL MESSIAH GLOW-IN-THE-DARK GOLF OUTING 
The third annual Messiah Glow-In-The-Dark golf outing has been scheduled for Friday, 

September 13th. A sign-up sheet will be posted very soon. Please save this date for a fun-

filled evening.   Please note that this is a change in the date from what was announced 

previously.   More details will be available as we get closer to the date. If you have any 

questions please see Rick Walter or Pastor Stuckwisch. 

God has created me to do him some definite service …  

I have my mission … he has not created me for naught.  

I shall do good; I shall do his work …  

I will trust him, whatever I am,  

I can never be thrown away.  

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him,  

in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him.  

If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.  

He does nothing in vain …  

He knows what he is about.  
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Mission Trip 2011 

Gratitude… that's one of the themes we highlighted this afternoon at The Girl Who Wore Free-

dom screening!  We're especially grateful to have hosted a screening of this film at Messiah. Laura Priebe is 

a volunteer crew member, and Thrivent covered the cost of the food, so we raised over $150 to go towards 

finishing it for distribution! 
 

The Girl Who Wore Freedom is a docudrama by independent filmmaker Christian Taylor.  The film tells the 

untold stories of the men, women and children of Normandy, France, who lived through the German occupa-

tion, the D-Day invasion, and the liberation by Allied forces - and their effort to "never forget." 

If you wanted to come, but couldn't make it, why not plan your own private screening? A great way to have 

conversations and build relationships, to "Live Jesus and Share Jesus." If you have a computer, smart tv, 

and/or HDMI cord, it's simple. 

Here's how - 

1 - Donate $25 to go towards finishing the film. Donate on-line at http://www.normandystories.com, or send 

a check to  

IFP Chicago 

Attn. The Girl Who Wore Freedom 

2558 W 16th St. 

Stage 18 

Chicago, IL 60608 

2 - Invite a friend or two --- perhaps someone you'd like to get to know, or a family member. 

3 - Serve your favorite movie snack and settle in … see what God will do! 

For more info about the project, go to http://www.normandystories.com, or see the Facebook and Instagram 

page.   
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Fun night at the Reds — very 

hot — too bad the Reds lost. 

Fireworks were great!!! 

OWLS — 

June lunch 

and  

presentation 

by  

Art Friedrich 
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Wall Stabilization 

Project 

Visit the tables in the  

narthex to give Birthday or 

Anniversary wishes to  

those celebrating a  

special occasion this 

ALL children & youth are invited to 

the Kids’ Connect Room 

(downstairs) for Sunday School. 
 

Interested in helping with Kids’ 

Summer Sunday School?  Check the 

sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

to see what dates you can help out! 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for August: 
Mueller/Valerius, Degenhardt, Rice, 

and Dupps.  
 
 

Please remit your payment of $35 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 
 

The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the September 

issue is  

August 15.  

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org 

1  Ron and Pat Schneider 

1  David and Emily Rottinghaus 

10 Jason and Sarah Farler 

10 Jeff and Beth Reupert 

12 Harold and Bev Roppel 

13 David and Anneliese Osterday 

14 Chris and Kathy Johnson 

23 Darrel and Irene Doran 

25 Gregg and Carol Dupps 

1 Chris Johnson 

2 Cecil Rahe 

4 Ella Valerius 

5 Debbie Horner 

7 Gary Logsdon 

7 Beth Clements 

8 Katheryn Priebe 

9 Owen Valerius 

11 Doris Poore 

13 Lonnie Cochran 

17 Laura Bennett 

17 Ethan Daugherty 

17 Hailey Robertson 

20 Charlie Neffle 

21 Meaghan Harrison 

22 Sarah Kuiper 

23 Bodhi Weikert 

24 Jonathan Wingo 

25 Sandy Walter 

28 Jayme Cochran 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
8:00am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion 
       Worship Service 

4 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service 

5 6 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

7 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

8 9 10 
7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

11 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 
4:30 Picnic and pool 

party at Woracheks 
 

12 13 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

14 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

15 16 17 
5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion 
       Worship Service 

18 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Service 

2”30pm Book Club 

19 
12:30pm Ladies’ 

Bridge 

20 
11:30am OWLS 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

21 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

22 23 24 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

25 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 
 

26 27 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

28 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

29 30 31 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

August 2019 


