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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As I sit here thinking about what to write for Messiah’s June Messenger
there are many thoughts that are running through my head. The feeling
that connects those varying thoughts is thankfulness. Every year that
De and I are at Messiah we are more and more thankful and blessed to
be in Cincinnati and to be a part of the Messiah Lutheran Church family.
I am constantly reminded of the words of Paul in Philippians 1:3-5 when
he says “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” There is truly a
partnership regarding the ministry that we have at Messiah. There are
so many people involved in various ways. While we continue to strive to
involve more people in ministry, we have many who serve and it is encouraging to see people serve with joy.
Life presents us with blessings and challenges. We all continue moving
into the future not knowing what is ahead of us but always trusting that
God is with us every step of the way. In Hebrews 11, Abraham was
commended by God when he “obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:8) As Hebrews 11:1 says
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.” The faith that has been given to us trusts that God is always with
us, guiding and directing our lives, even though there are many uncertainties ahead of us.
Understanding our blessings, relying on God’s presence and strength,
we can move forward trusting in His love and promises. God also gives
us opportunities to convey to others the trust we have in God. One of
the greatest witnesses we can have is when others see how we handle
the uncertainties that life throws our way. When asked we can point
them to Jesus whose love never lets us down.
I pray that your summer is filled with opportunities to be with family and
friends. I pray that all of us recognize God’s blessings that are all
around us and to praise God for His never-failing love.
In Jesus’ name.
Pastor Allen Stuckwisch

FRI. JUNE 7TH 9 AM to 3 PM
SAT. JUNE 8TH 9 AM to 12 PM
10416 BOSSI LANE

Upcoming Events
June 7/8 Youth Rummage Sale
June 24/28 Vacation Bible School
July 11/15 National Youth
Gathering
July 19 Reds Game—fellowship
Activity
Aug. 23 Night Glow Golf

We celebrate with the families and
friends of the Whites, McGinnis,
and Mayers on the baptisms of:
 Andrew White on April 28
 Lily Grace McGinnis on May
19th
 Lucas Mayer on May 26th
Congratulation and many blessings
to the families.

From the Elders
Let the Light of Christ Shine Through You.
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16
Jesus explained that no one lights a lamp just to hide it under a basket.
A lamp is meant to be placed on a stand to give light to everything
around it. Whether you’re timid or outgoing, you’re called to be a light
to the people around you. That’s only possible if you’re taking time to
interact with people and cultivate relationships.
So how exactly do you shine?
Do not be conformed to this world … —Romans 12:2a
“Being a light” sounds great, doesn’t it? But it’s also a little abstract.
How exactly do you become this brilliant beacon to people around you?
Here are 4 practical tips:
 Be careful what you say. The Bible calls the tongue “a restless evil,
full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). Yikes! That’s pretty serious. And
that’s how we should take our speech—seriously. Maybe a parent
once told you, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” It’s not bad advice, even as an adult. Words are powerful and can be used for good or bad. You might even post this verse
somewhere as a reminder: “Let no corrupting talk come out of your
mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians
4:29). Read “How to Tame the Tongue”.
 Consider your entertainment. Where do you go for fun? What shows
or movies do you watch? What kind of music do you listen to?
Would you go to the same places, watch the same things or listen
to the same music if Jesus were sitting next to you? Or would you
be embarrassed? It might sound silly, but asking those questions is
a good way to keep yourself in check, whether you’re alone or with
others.
 Use social media wisely. People are watching what you post, whether they interact with your posts or not. Think about the things you’ve
posted recently—articles, comments, photos and so on. Could they
be seen as prideful? Self-centered? Rude? What’s your motive? To
put others down or make them jealous? Hopefully not. Aim to make
informed, respectful posts that represent the One you claim as
Lord.
 Think of others. Consider other people’s needs and help meet
them. Encourage instead of criticize. Be patient. Give others the
benefit of the doubt. If you hear gossip, distance yourself from it or
change the subject. When you encounter a difficult person, remember that they were made and are loved by God. Above all, “Treat
others the same way you want them to treat you” (Luke 6:31).
God's Blessing to all,
The Elders

Messiah Messenger

2

June 2019

From the Congregation President
Summer is here! School is out for the summer. People are taking vacations. Speaking of vacations, Messiah’s VBS is occurring the week of June 24-28. We already have some kids and volunteers signed up.
Make sure your children are there, invite their friends. Invite your grandchildren and volunteer to lead a
class, activity or help in the kitchen. There is something everyone can do. Participates and helpers need to
register, see our church website (www.messiahgrh.org). After hearing the youth sing the VBS theme at the
blended worship on Sunday, May 19th, I know we can all be excited to hear that “God is Good”.
The regularly scheduled Voters’ Meeting was held on May 19th. After a great sloppy-joe lunch served by the
youth, we heard quarterly reports from all the church leadership. The material presented is available on
our church website in the Members section. Key information for everyone is that Sunday School, both
Adult and Youth will continue through the summer months. One study in particular we’d like to highlight
goes along with the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission – How to be an everyday missionary”. This is an
excellent how-to book that we will be looking at as a congregation starting in August. Consider checking
out a copy from the library in the Narthex in order to get a head-start. This approach to Personal Witnessing is one of the 3 legs of our church growth strategy and will help us “To Live Jesus and Share Jesus in our
Community and World.”
We also have many Fellowship Events coming up in the summer. A church-wide Red’s game will be on July
19th, a summer grill-out at the Worachek’s will be in early August, the always popular night-golf will occur on
August 23rd. We will cap our summer with a picnic on the Greenhills Common on September 8th. We will
be out in the community and visible. For an opportunity to get outside the walls and serve, the next Princeof-Peace meal will be on June 19th. The next Interfaith Hospitality Network meal service will be on July 8th.
Look for more information on each of these events in the weekly Worship Folder, e-news and narthex bulletin board. The leadership team encourages you to come out and spend time in fellowship with one another
to grow in our Christian bond together.
As a reminder, we also are involved in a matching grant to help our congregation reduce our outstanding
mortgage balance (approx. $190,000 as of 5/1). To-date, we have received $2,400, which will be
matched, dollar-for-dollar. We are 6% of the way towards our goal. Prayerfully consider making an additional gift to this fund if you are able. An early retirement of our mortgage will improve our financial status
and allow us to work towards our goal of 10% of our annual budget to go outside our walls.
Chris Berndt

2019 Messiah Giving and Expenses
April Income
$
31,929
April Expenses
$
31,618
2019 Income
2019 Expenses

$
$

Dating back to ancient
Christianity, a circle symbolizes eternity, and a triangle, with its three equal
sides and three equal angles, symbolizes the Holy
Trinity. Placed together,
they represent the eternal
Three-in-One and One-inThree: God the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

123,830
126,526

April ended up with income exceeding
expenses by $311.
Year-to-date expenses exceed income
by $2695, continuing to improve vs March.
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Book Club will meet at the home of Sandy Walter, 5808 Leslie Dr, Fairfield, on June
9 at 1:30 p.m. to discuss “Daughter of the daughter of a Queen” by Sarah Bird. This
historical novel traces the life of Cathy Williams from being a slave to being Union contraband to being a cavalry soldier. Library books are available in the church office.

OWLS

OWLS: We will meet on June 11(2ND TUESDAY) for our potluck lunch followed by a
talk from our own Art Friedrich, who will share his “Olympic Memories” from the several Olympics that he volunteered for. Should be an interesting story. Come and bring
a friend.

Many thanks to everyone who shared their singing talents for worship services during the 20182019 choir year. Thank you also to Sharon Schmetzer for accompanying us during rehearsals and
worship. We appreciate Matt Gardner and his contemporary worship team, as well as the Sunday
School children who joined us on occasion.
The choir will resume rehearsals in September. We will also be hearing our children sing more often. Handbells will be part of our worship throughout the year. For more information about choir,
children and youth singing, and handbells, please contact Cathy Carson at 513-824-1241
or cathycarson82@gmail.com.
We welcome instrumentalists and singers for special music during worship throughout the summer. If you would like to share your talents, please contact Sharon Schmetzer or myself.
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to
him with songs of praise! Psalms 95:2 ESV
We will be serving another meal at Prince of Peace on June 19th. The poster for
donating food will be on the bulletin board soon. If anyone is also interested in
helping serve the meal at Prince of Peace, please contact Joan Rieger or Sandy
Walter.

THRIVENT: Thanks to all who designated their Choice Dollars to Messiah. Many projects will benefit from your generosity. $250 gift cards were obtained by Rick Walter
(meat course for Confirmand dinner) and Holly Yeatts (hearty soup and other food
items for Tri-County SOUL Ministries). Don’t forget if you have a Thrivent policy of any kind you are eligible for
2 Action Grants ($250 gift card) per year! Contact Bunny Doebling (851-2228) if you’d like to participate

YOUTH RUMMAGE SALE SET UP- Please try to have donations to the church by
Wednesday morning (June 5th)
We will begin setting up at 10:00 a.m. on Wed. June 5 and then start
again on Thursday, June 6 at 4 p.m. Please come and help as we have
lots of items to bring out and price before the sale on Friday. No experience needed!!

Ru mma ge S a l e ho ur s a r e Fr i d ay, J u ne 7 f ro m 9 a m - 3 p m a nd
S a t urd ay, J une 8 f ro m 9 a m t i l l no o n.
Messiah Messenger
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Tri-County SOUL Ministries – It’s School Supply collection time again! Even though school
was just out, we need to plan ahead as we put the school supplies out for the families to select
from at the middle of August. We can use $$ or whatever you want to pick up except 3 ring binders. We had a large donation last year and have many left over. Just bring to the grocery cart in
the narthex!

July 19-------- REDS GAME -------- 7:10 PM
Cincinnati Reds vs St. Louis Cardinals

Messiah Group Tickets $20 Each
Section 414 Outer Mezzanine Top 3 Rows
Great Seats! Fewer Steps!
Closer to Concessions and Bathrooms
Partially Under Cover
Sign-up Sheet in the Narthex or Call Church Office

Ohio District LWML Update --Messiah Women in Mission
The summer issue of the ODE Newsletter has arrived and is located in the pamphlet rack in the narthex!
The featured article, ‘Thinking vs. Promises’ is by Judy Stroeh of the Human Care Committee. Judy contrasts
what we think with what God says, Bible references included.
The featured grant update is the Center of Refuge Orphanage, Jacmel, Haiti. The orphanage was built in
2015 to house and care for local orphans. The children attend school and learn about the Lord who loves
and forgives them. To date, $8,000 has been given by LWML Ohio District toward feeding the 35 children
and caregivers 2 meals per day.
Pick up a copy of the newsletter and read the entire articles! LWML Mite offerings can be deposited any
time in the wooden box on the Welcome Desk!

Messiah Bridge Marathon The Messiah Bridge Players Marathon held the 2018–2019
end-of-season party at the home of Sue and Jim Worachek on May 11. High scoring partners
for the season were Sue and Jim Worachek. The season-end games are played “gals against
the guys.” Verna Wunnenberg was high gal, and Jim Worachek was high guy for the afternoon.
Regular play resumes in June.
The group is always seeking to add new individuals as regulars or as subs. Interested individuals or couples
should contact the new chairman, Jim Worachek (772-6127). Bob Staab will be the new scorekeeper.

Messiah Ladies Bridge
The gals concluded the 2018–2019 season on May 20. This year’s winner was Verna Wunnenberg, with the
highest average score for the season. Play will resume in June. The group will play at 12:30 pm on the 3rd
Monday of each month in the church narthex. This group is in need of players. Call Dorothy Meyer (247-1880)
if interested.
Messiah Messenger
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NO 4TH SUNDAY
IN JUNE!

Summer Sunday School begins June 2nd!
ALL children & youth are invited to the Kids’ Connect Room
(downstairs) for Sunday School.
Interested in helping with Kids’ Summer Sunday School? Check
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to see what dates you can
help out!

Vacation Bible School
JUNE 24—28, 2019
Join us at Messiah this summer for a
“Roar-ing” good time at Vacation
Bible School where we will learn that “Life is
Wild” but “God is Good”!
Go to www.messiahgrh.org to register!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

VBS Decoration Days
Help get the church ready for Vacation Bible School!
Tuesday, June 18th - 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Thursday, June 20th - 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Friday, June 21st - 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Messiah Messenger
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It is so hard to believe that we are almost finished with our first school year located at
Messiah. It has been a delightful year getting to know so many of you and letting you get
to know us a bit also. I hope that you have enjoyed getting to see some of the activates
that we love doing with our families. We are ending our year with 32 families and every
one of them have commented on the wonderful facilities and how nice everyone has
been. A HUGE THANK YOU to all of you for all that you have done to help us feel so welcomed.
We are still hoping to see our enrollment increase for next year, as more word gets out about our new location and how wonderful it is here. We are always trying to brainstorm ways to get more children/
families involved. If any one of you have ideas about how to advertise the school, we would love to hear
from you!
We had a great school turn out for our annual Bunny Brunch the weekend before Easter and we thoroughly enjoyed sharing the Easter Egg Hunt with the church. As new activities happened, we learn a few
things to make it go more smoothly next time, but the children had a spectacular time hunting for eggs,
doing crafts and having both a brunch and lunch!
We have recently had our plant sale/rummage sale. This was our first year to include the rummage
sale. They are hard to pull off! Thank you for helping to purchase some of our extra plants. They were all
so beautiful. We are trying to decide if we will continue to offer order forms in late January/early February
for plants from Diefenbacher Nursery or just go with selling vouchers from Northgate Greenhouses. We
will keep you in the loop next year. We want to wish the youth well on your rummage sale! We hope that
you have a great turn out, nice weather and LOTS of “stuff” gets sold. We hopefully added some nice additions for you to sell!
This past week has been so amazing for my staff and I. We have NEVER been treated so kindly during
Teacher Appreciation Week. What a blessing each day was!
We also had our annual Mother’s Day Tea/Brunch for each class this past week. The mom’s and children
all had a special time together. Since we don’t have classes around Father’s Day, we have our Pumpkin
Night with Dad in October. We don’t want to leave anyone out.
We will be having a CPR/First Aid training session this summer. I will let Linda know when it will be offered and if anyone would like to join us, you would be more than welcome. (Our trainer is Julie Sheets,
[aka Firefighter Julie] from the Greenhills Fire Department.) I believe the cost is $30.00 / person.
Our school year ends on May 23rd. The staff may be in and out a bit through the summer, and we will all
be back to school the week of Labor Day in September. I hope and pray that all of you have a wonderful
summer and that God will share so many more blessings with you as you have shared so many with us!
Jan Johnson, Administrator
Greenhills Cooperative Preschool
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Confirmation 2019

Children sang at service

Memorial Day

OWLS at
Music
Hall
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4 Ronald Schapp
5 Tammie Schuesler
5 Faith Horner
6 David Osterday
6 Rebecca Inman
6 Wendy Kessler
8 Shawn Horner
9 Beth Reupert
12 Chris Berndt
13 Jennifer McGuire
15 Barb Rottinghaus
16 Logan Kenyon
17 Rick Walter
17 Kay McGuire
18 Mary Clare McCammon
19 Bill Nolan
21 Richard Smith
22 Thomas Mayer
30 Poppy Magill

5 Richard and Marjorie Smith
7 Ken and Jennifer McGuire
9 Mark and Sharon Schmetzer
13 Chuck and Barb Degenhardt
13 Allen and De Stuckwisch
13 Chris and Karyn Todd
13 John and Laura Priebe
13 Ron and Betsy Schapp
16 Kevin and Carole Baldwin
24 Dia and Joan Ramahi
30 Phil and Jane Dumke

Congratulations to
our High School and
College graduates
Ryan Capal
Ethan Daugherty
Ben Priebe
Nick Streib

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for June:
Rice, Inman, Friedrich/Lipps,
Baldwin, Rutz, Degenhardt, and
Dumke
Please remit your payment of $25
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!

Jennifer Harrison and all of her family are
very grateful for the many prayers and
love shown them during Lee’s illness.
They are very thankful for Pastor Stuckwisch’s many visits, calls, and the loving
funeral service. Our thanks to Lynn Hiler
and our Messiah family for the lovely and
delicious display of refreshments served
during the visitation time. We thank our
Lord for providing so many people to
share our grief and help us thru these very
sad days.

Messiah Messenger

The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the July
issue is
June 15.

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org
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June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
8:00am Men’s Bible
Breakfast
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

2
8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service

3

Pentecost
9
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
1:30pm Book Club

10

11
11:30an OWLS
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

12
10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

13

14

15
:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

16 Trinity Sunday

17
12:30pm Ladies’
Bridge

18
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

19
10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

20

21

22
5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

27

28

29
5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

Father’s Day
8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
23
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

4
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

5
10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

6

7

8
Rummage Sale
7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Worship
Service

Rummage Sale
Set-Up

Prince of
Peace dinner

24

25

26

Vacation Bible School
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

VBS Picnic Lunch

30
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
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