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M e s s e n g e r  
May 2019 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Throughout the month of May we will be in the Easter season.  May 

that the joy of Christ’s resurrection permeate our lives in all that we do 

or say. 
   

Many activities are happening in May.  On Sunday, May 5, we will have 

the Rite of Confirmation of Lauren Rutz and Owen Magill.  They will be 

confirming the vows made at their baptism to live the Christian life lov-

ing God and loving others.  Please plan on celebrating with them and 

their families at the 10:45 worship service and the luncheon following 

the service. 
 

Of course, Mother’s Day will be the following Sunday.  We thank God 

for the people God has brought into our lives especially the people who 

conveyed the love of Jesus to us.  We also can serve as mentors to 

others whether as a mother, father, son, daughter, or as a loving and 

caring friend. 
 

On May 19 our regular voters’ meeting is scheduled.  Bible classes will 

start at 9:00 followed by one worship service at 10:00.  After the wor-

ship service we will have a luncheon and  our voters’ meeting. 
 

As we move through May and into the summer months, let us make 

use of our worship services and Bible studies so that we can all grow 

in our faith.  Continue to search for ways to involve yourselves in our 

ministries using our time and our gifts to serve at Messiah.  Always be 

open to the Holy Spirit guiding and directing you to meet a need of 

someone who God has placed in your path. 
 

In Christs name, 

Pastor Stuckwisch 



From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

May 5 Rite of Confirmation 

May 4 Preschool Rummage Sale 

May 9  OWLS to Music Hall 

May 19 Voters’ Meeting 
June 7/8 Youth Rummage Sale 

June 24/28 Vacation Bible School 

July 11/15  National Youth  

              Gathering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our prayers and sympathies 

go out to the family and 

friends of Lee Harrison.  His 

funeral was April 11, 2019.  

Pastor Stuckwisch officiated. 

Messiah Messenger      2     May 2019 

Spring is here, and we have celebrated Jesus’ resurrection with the joy 

that comes with the knowledge that we are forgiven because of His ulti-

mate sacrifice.  Are you ready for some more good news? 
 

An ancient Jewish scholar’s commentary stated: “All offerings are an-

nulled with the coming of the Christ except the offering of thanksgiving.” 

It’s utterly fascinating.   The book of Hebrews says: “So Jesus also suf-

fered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own 

blood. … Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 

praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.”  
 

We explore one of the most intriguing shadows in the Old Testament – 

the mandated ceremonial offerings.   According to instructions in Leviti-

cus, there were five basic types of offerings: 

1)    Burnt offering – worshipers offered a costly animal and 

no one ate it 

2)    Grain offerings – worshipers brought grains and unleav-

ened breads, the priests ate a portion of it 

3)    Peace offerings – there were three kinds: the free-will 

offerings, vow offerings and the thanksgiving offering 

4)    Sin offerings – worshipers brought a sacrifice as pay-

ment for sin 

5)    Trespass offerings – like the sin offering, but enacted by 

worshipers specifically in the case of monetary fraud.   
 

The entire religious and cultural life of Israel revolved around these of-

ferings and sacrifices. You could think of an offering as the general 

heading and the sacrifice of an animal as a subheading of that. In other 

words, an offering might refer to grain or an animal. A “sacrifice” re-

ferred to a live animal being slain. 
 

The system of offerings and sacrifices was a gift from God to the people 

so that they could be assured that, temporarily, they were in right stand-

ing with God. Envision a minimum payment on a credit card. If you pay a 

portion of the debt, the lender will allow you to continue in good stand-

ing for another month – but it doesn’t mean the debt has been paid. 
 

The offerings and sacrifices were all temporary provisions until the com-

ing of Jesus, who fulfilled them on our behalf. No animal need ever be 

sacrificed again. There is no need to make a minimum payment on the 

credit card if the whole amount has already been covered. 
 

But, according to the author of Hebrews, there is one offering that is still 

acceptable (and only one!): the offering of thanksgiving. It’s all we can 

do. He paid it all by His suffering and death on the cross. All we can do is 

say “Thank you.” And that’s the Gospel! 
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From the Congregation President 

Lent and Easter are now over, a busy time of the church year is past.  That doesn’t mean we should take it 

easy, we still have a mission to accomplish: to share the Gospel to all who will hear!  With the summer 

months approaching, there will be plenty of opportunities for you to be involved with other members of Mes-

siah.   

 On May 5th, consider attending the service at 10:45 when two of our youth (Owen Magill and Lauren Rutz) 

will renew their Baptismal vows through the Rite of Confirmation.  Following the service, we will have a 

celebration lunch in the Fellowship Hall.  Showing our support for the youth at this monumental point in 

their lives is one way we can increase our congregational unity.  This is one of the pillars of the “Growing 

Young” strategy we’ve adopted as part of our overall congregational growth initiative.   

 On Sunday May 19th, we will have our quarterly Voters’ Meeting after the blended service where the entire 

congregation can gather for a meal and to learn all that is going on.  This is our way of informing all of 

you, so please make an effort to attend.  In the event you cannot make it, our material is saved on the 

members section of the website after the meeting.   

 In June is our annual Vacation Bible School (June 24-28).  Invite your friends, your neighbors.  Volunteer 

to help.  Registration is now open through June 9th.  See the VBS link on our church website 

(www.messiahgrh.org).  This is one great way to share the Gospel message to those children who may not 

yet heard of their Savior.   

 An outreach event we have planned is to serve our quarterly meal at Prince of Peace in Over-the-Rhine.  

This event is scheduled for June 19th.  Please see Pastor or Matt Beckman for additional details.   

 Additionally, stay tuned for other summer fellowship events. 
 

Thank you to all those that helped with the beautification of our church and grounds at the Spring Clean-up 

on April 6th:  Scott Schuesler, Randy Green, Ken Schuesler, Randy Gross, Rich Rutz, Chris Berndt, Jim Wor-

achek, John Hiler, Darrell Stephens, Cheri Herron, Barb Degenhardt, Karen Schuerman, Julie Mayer, Holly 

Yeatts and Jane Dumke. 
 

 

Finally, thank you to those of you who have already contributed to the challenge to reduce our mortgage bal-

ance.  To-date, we have collected $2200, with a generous dollar-for-dollar match up to $40,000 from an 

anonymous member of our congregation.  In the coming weeks, look for a thermometer chart in the narthex 

to track our progress.  An early retirement of our mortgage will improve our financial status and allow us to 

work towards our goal of 10% of our budget to go outside our walls and live our mission statement: To Live 

Jesus and Share Jesus in our Community and World. 
 

Chris Berndt 

 

 
 

March ended up with income exceeding expenses by $5728.  Year-to-date expenses lag income by $3005.  

We made up significant ground in March over our February YTD deficit of $8834. 

Mar Income 38,219$                               

Mar Expenses 32,491$                               

2019 Income 91,902$                               

2019 Expenses 94,907$                               

2019 Messiah Giving and Expenses
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The Outreach Ministry is still collecting blankets for Prince of Peace. Plans are 

being made for a "Taste of Greenhills" with local restaurants and local churches in 

Greenhills.  

Blanket Brigade: Thanks to all who contributed food for the ladies attending. The salad and dessert 

lunch was enjoyed by all.  Thirty women from various congregations completed 130 blankets for new-

borns at University Hospital.  A short memorial service was held for the ladies of the congregations in 

the Federation who have died in the past year.   

OWLS OWLS: We have 22 attending the May 9 (Thursday) Silent Film organ concert at Music Hall.  

Plan on June 11 (second Tuesday) at 11:30 a.m.  for the next “home” OWLS meeting when we 

will have our own Art Friedrich sharing his “Olympic Memories” from when he volunteered at 

various Olympics. Should be a great program. 

All Church Book Club: Be sure to join us on May 19 after the Voters’ Meeting for a 

discussion of “Destiny & Power” by Jon Meacham. This book is about George Herbert 

Walker Bush – Pres. #41. There are extra copies in the church office.  Come join our 

discussion. 

Many thanks to everyone who used their talents to serve in choir for Lent, Holy Week, and 

Easter. You truly "praised the Lord with singing" and added to our services with the gift of mu-

sic. Many thanks to Sharon Schmetzer for accompanying the choir and for all that she brings 

to worship at Messiah.  
 

Choir will continue to rehearse on Wednesdays during May. We will sing each Sunday. Please 

note the times below: 

May 5-10:45 Confirmation 

May 12-8:30 

May 18-10:00 Voters Sunday 

May 25-8:30 
 

Please contact Cathy Carson for more information.  

513-824-1241 or cathycarson82@gmail.com 

LWML (Messiah Women in Mission) has sent spring greetings (as well as a McDonald’s gift 

card) to the following Messiah college students wishing them success in their finals and 

either their further studies or graduation: John Bennett, Claudia Bow, Ryan Capal, Emilie 

Carson, Oria Daugherty, Matt Floyd, Caitlin James, Katie Michael, Carolyn Priebe, Ben 

Priebe, Jayson Schuesler, Nick Streib, Abby Wolford and Ellie Yeats. 
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Order Chocolate Covered Strawberries for 
Mother’s Day! 

 

Let the youth group make gift buying easy for Mother’s Day!  
Place an order for your chocolate covered strawberries beginning 
April 7th by filling out an order form and placing it in the basket 

on the table under the bulletin board.  
Orders are due by Sunday, May 5th.  

Vacation Bible School 
JUNE 24—28, 2019 

 

Join us at Messiah this summer for a  
“Roar-ing” good time  

where we will learn that  

“Life is Wild” but “God is Good”!  

 

Registration is open 

 Go to www.messiahgrh.org to register! 

Participants and Volunteers should register 

Thank you to all for supporting the Easter Breakfast.  A big thank you to the youth 

and their parents for providing the food and hosting the breakfast.  Thank you also for 

the monetary donations that will be used for youth activities and enable several youth to 

go to the National Youth Gathering. 

Youth Sponsored Rummage Sale will be held on June 7th and 

8th.  Start saving those “goodies”, but please don’t bring to church un-

til May 5th.   Proceeds go toward youth activities and sending the youth to 

the National Youth Gathering this summer. 

 

(The Preschool is having a rummage sale on May 4th in the fellowship hall 

— information about that is on the bulletin board in the narthex.) 
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College Class 

Beyond the Walls 

 

Egg-Stravanza ——  What fun 

Easter Breakfast — Thanks to the 
Youth Groups 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for May: 
Meyer, Logsdon, Rice, Friedrich  

 

Please remit your payment of $25 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 
 

The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

 M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the June 

issue is  

May 15.  

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org 

1 Lauren Johnson 
1 Maggie Streib 
2 Donna Hooker 
2 Kacie Kenyon 
3 Ed Mayer 
3 Alissa Francosky 
4 Dave Bennett 
9 Allen Stuckwisch 
10 Corey Morgan 
11 Wayne Doebling 
13 Cathy Carson 
13 Lila McGuire 
14 Pat Schneider 
14 Braylen Thomas 
16 Corey James 
16 Auggie Wunnenberg 
21 Nicholas Farler 
23 Frank Floyd 
26 Dominik McFadden 
27 Joseph Edelstein 
29 Stefanie Inman 

2  John and Michelle Michael 
21 Kevin and Lora Budke 
30 Art and Jan Friedrich 

All of us enjoy our morning cof-

fee (or tea) and snack.  There is 

a new sign-up list on the narthex 

bulletin board to help with the 

Sunday morning hospitality.  Vol-

unteer to set-up coffee (before 

8:30 service), bring snacks or clean up 

after the 10:45 service.  Any questions, 

contact Tina Burge or Cheri Herron. 

Easter Children’s Message 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
 
 
8:00am Men’s Bible 

Breakfast 
5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion 
       Worship Service 

5 
8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Rite of  
        Confirmation  
        Service 

6 7 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

8 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
7:00pm Choir 

9 
OWLS to Music 
Hall 

10 11 
7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  
        Service 

12 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

13 14 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

15 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
7:00pm Choir 

16 17 18 
5:30pm Traditional  
       Communion 
       Worship Service 

19 
9:00am Education Hour 
10:00am Communion   

Worship Service 
11:15am Voters’  
        Meeting Lunch 
11:45am Voters’  
       Meeting 
2:30 pm Book Club 

20 21 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

22 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
7:00pm Choir 

23 24 25 
5:30pm Traditional  
       Worship Service 

26 
8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Worship Service 

27 28 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

29 
10:15am  Ladies’ 

Bible Study 
7:00pm Choir 

30 31  

May 2019 

Mother’s Day 

Voters’ meeting 

Preschool  
Rummage Sale 


