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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Holy Week and Easter are coming up in just a few weeks. Throughout
the season of Lent we have had the opportunity to reflect upon our sinfulness. At our midweek services we had the theme “Remember Lent.”
We remembered how we are dust, Jesus’ words, Jesus’ works, His steadfast love and His covenant with us. We remember that it was on the
cross where we have the forgiveness of our sins and through His resurrection the promise of life everlasting. Everything that happens throughout the Lenten season prepares our hearts and minds for the celebration
of our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Our faith rests on the fact
that though we are sinful in Christ we have forgiveness. Christ’s Resurrection proves that the payment made
for our sins was accepted by our Father in heaven. The victory is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Holy Week and Easter worship schedule is as follows:
Palm Sunday Eve Date: April 13 Time: 5:30 p.m.
Palm Sunday Date: April 14

Time: 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Date: April 18 Time: 7:00 p.m. (Communion celebrated)
Good Friday Date: April 19 Time: 7:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil Date: April 20 Time: 5:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday Date: April 21 Easter Festival Services – 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Easter Breakfast – 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
General Wellington commanded the victorious forces at the great battle of Waterloo that effectively ended the
Napoleonic Wars. The story has been told that when the battle was over, Wellington sent the great news of his
victory to England. A series of stations, one within sight of the next, had been established to send code messages between England and the continent. The message to be sent was “Wellington defeated Napoleon at Waterloo.” Meanwhile a fog set in and interrupted the message sending. As a result the people only saw news of
“Wellington defeated.” Later, the fog cleared and the full message continued, which was quite different from
the outcome that the people originally thought had happened!
The same is true today. When many look at what happened on Good Friday, the death of Christ, they see only
“defeat.” Yet, on Easter, at the Resurrection, God’s message was completed. The resurrection spelled
“victory.”
May God bless you and your family as together we rejoice in the victory of our Risen Lord and
Savior. He is Risen, He is Risen indeed. And He is alive within you and me.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
Pastor Allan Stuckwisch

From the Elders

Upcoming Events

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has
come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our
land. (Song of Solomon 2: 11-12)

Apr 3 Lenten dinner and service
Apr 10 Lenten dinner and service
Apr 13 Egg-stravaganza
Apr 14 Palm Sunday
Apr 18 Maundy Thursday
Apr 19 Good Friday
Apr 20 Easter Vigil
Apr 21 Feast of the Resurrection
Easter Breakfast
Apr 24 Women’s Auxiliary Blanket
Brigade
May 5 Rite of Confirmation
June 7/8 Youth Rummage Sale
June 24/28 Vacation Bible School
July 11/15 National Youth
Gathering

Halleluiah! He has risen. He has risen indeed. Easter and spring
come together to give us hope and new life. Spring brings us new
life after the cold harsh days of winter. The greyness of the sky
gives way to the bright blue skies. We look forward to the new
life, of birds chirping, new blooms of the flowers, and the smells
of fresh air. The newness and rejuvenation of life.
Easter brings us the newness of hope for us and everlasting life.
We are washed away of the coldness of sin. He melts away the
snowy winter of spiritual death. The hope we have that Christ’s
suffering, death and resurrection allows us to sing the praises of
His glory. The fulfillment of the Father’s promise to us, to allow
His Son to freshen us up and give use new life. Jesus’ purity
brings us hope of things to come and being with Him forever in
an everlasting spring of paradise. Let us all come together and
thank Him for what he has done, sing his praise of what He has
given us and show the beauty of His love to others.

We welcomed new members: Meghan
Harrison, Monica Taipalus, and Josh
Tanczer on March 3rd.

Blessing to all from the Elders

SPRING
WORK DAY
There will be a
work day at Messiah on Saturday,
April 6, from 9:00
to 12:00 (rain date
will be April
13). Many hands
make for light
work!!! Come help
us spruce up the
outside of the
church property (there are inside jobs, too) just in
time for Easter services.
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From the Congregation President
He is risen! What a great message to share with everyone. The fact that we have a Savior and the promise
of everlasting life in Heaven is something that all should know. We have purchased 24 copies of “Joining Jesus on His Mission” by Pastor Greg Finke. This book focuses on how each of us can be an everyday missionary where we live. Throughout the summer months we will have opportunities to share what we’ve learned
and participate in a Bible Study with the book. Be sure to check out a copy from the library in the Narthex, I
know I will.
Thank you to those that contributed to the Ohio District Hearts for Jesus campaign. We
collected $284 during the door offering in early March for this outreach in the greater
Cleveland area. Combined with funds from the rest of the district, they will be able to
support those in recovery programs and in need of housing and job training. This is one
way in which Messiah is Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus in our Community and World.
Chris Berndt
2019 Messiah Giving and Expenses
Feb Income
$
29,335
Feb Expenses
$
30,916
2019 Income
2019 Expenses

$
$

53,683
62,417

February ended up with expenses exceeding income by $1581. Year-to-date expenses lag income by $8884. Compared to 2018, where we were $17282 behind, the Leadership Board has faith that we will meet our annual budget as
we did in by year-end 2018.

Chalice & Cross
The chalice with a cross rising from it symbolizes
Christ’s obedient suffering, even unto death. The
cross is called a “passion cross,” with pointed
ends that represent suffering. We remember that
in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus begged his
Father that the “cup” of suffering be taken from
him. But ultimately, he prayed, “Not as I will, but
as you will” (Matthew 26:39, NIV).
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Vacation Bible School

SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 24—28, 2019
Join us at Messiah this summer for a
“Roar-ing” good time at Vacation
Bible School where we will learn that “Life is
Wild” but “God is Good”!
Registration opens April 7th!!!
Go to www.messiahgrh.org to register!
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Book Club will meet on April 7 at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Gail Lipps, 420 B Connie
Ct, Fairfield to discuss “Divergent” by Veronica Roth. In this dystopian Chicago world,
society is divided into five factions, each dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the
peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteenyear-olds must select the faction to which they belong. It’s the 1st novel in a trilogy of
young adult fiction. Should be an interesting read!

Our next selection for the All Church Book Club read is “Destiny & Power” by Jon
Meacham (Pulitzer Prize winning author) subtitled “The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush” will be discussed after the voters’ meeting on May 19. Copies of the
book are available in the church office. Since this is a fairly long book we are making
the copies available immediately, so you have time to finish the book. Please join us!

OWLS

OWLS will not meet in April.
On May 9 we will travel to Music Hall for a silent film festival of 2 Charlie Chaplin movies:
The Kid and Behind the Curtain. We have excellent seats and can carpool from church if
needed. The cost is $24 (regularly $28). Please sign up by Sunday, April 14.
Reserve the following dates:
June 11 – Olympic Memories
July 30 – Cincy Noteables Quartet
Tina Burge has provided the flowers in the outdoor pots for the past several years. If anyone is available to help with watering the flowers over the summer, please contact Tina
and volunteer. Especially during the summer the pots need to be watered a couple times
a week and Tina would like some help.

Thank you to all who helped provide food, prepare the food, and serve the meal at
Prince of Peace on March 20th.

Blanket Brigade is back!, sponsored by the Auxiliary of the Cincinnati Federation,
on Wednesday, April 24 at 10:00 a.m. - until we have used all of the material (around 2).
Please come help make receiving blankets for University Hospital newborns. You can sew,
pin, iron, cut material or help set up lunch. We will serve a salad and dessert luncheon to
approximately 50 people at noon. You will be getting a Sign-up Genius if you have helped
before. Please contact Bunny Doebling (543-0295) or Cheri Herron (clherron1@gmail.com) if you don’t
get the sign-up, would like to help, or for more information.

Graduation information needed: In the May and June issue of the Messenger, we
want to honor our high school and college graduates. Please send information about
the graduate — school, date of graduation, future plans/job, a picture would be nice
too! Submit this information to Cheri Herron at clherron1@gmail.com. Thanks
Messiah Messenger
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CHOIR NEWS
Messiah's choir will be singing during most Sundays during March and April, including
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. We would love to welcome new members to the
choir for Lent and Holy Week. You do not need to be present for every rehearsal or sing
at every service. All ages and abilities are welcome. For more information, contact
Cathy Carson at 513-824-1241 or cathycarson82@gmail.com.
Choir will be singing at the 8:30 Sunday service on March 10, 24, 31; April 7; Palm
Sunday, April 14; at 7 PM on Maundy Thursday, April 18; at 7 PM on Good Friday, April
19; and at 8:30 on Easter Sunday, April 21.
We will have rehearsal immediately following the Wednesday
Lenten services on March 20, 27; April 3, 10.
We will resume regular rehearsal time at 7 PM on April 17.

Youth Sponsored Rummage Sale will be held on June 7th and 8th.

Start saving
those “goodies”, but please don’t bring to church until May 5th. Proceeds go toward
youth activities and sending the youth to the National Youth Gathering this summer.
(The Preschool is having a rummage sale on May 4th in the fellowship hall — information
about that is on the bulletin board in the narthex.)

Mission

The Easter Breakfast will be from 9:30 to 10:30, April 21st in the Fellowship
Hall. Proceeds will support the youth ministry at Messiah and those attending the
LCMS National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN this summer.
Messiah Messenger
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From Youth Ministry

Order Chocolate Covered
Strawberries for Mother’s Day!
Let the youth group make gift buying easy for
Mother’s Day!
Place an order for your chocolate covered
strawberries beginning April 7th by filling out
an order form and placing it in the basket on
the table under the bulletin board.
Orders are due by Sunday, May 5th.

Everyone is invited to the Easter Egg-stravaganza at Messiah on April
13th!
Bring your family & friends for our Easter Egg Hunt, FREE lunch, and
other family friendly, fun activities!
* Please bring an Easter Basket or bag to collect eggs.
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Wall Stabilization
Project

Our March fellowship activity was a bunco game night.
Pizza and snacks were enjoyed by 30 participants before Pastor explained how
the game was played and
then the competition began.
A fun time was had by all.
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Owl

Hawk

Kestrel

Raptor, Inc. presented a program to
our OWLS group on March 19th. This
was a very informative program on
the rescuing of injured raptors, rehabilitating (for release), and educating
about the many raptors in the Cincinnati area.

Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net of
love by which you can catch souls. God loves a cheerful giver. One gives most who gives with joy. The best
way to show our gratitude to God and people is to accept everything with joy.
A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart burning with love. Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to make you forget the joy of the Christ risen.
—Mother Teresa
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What a wonderful
concert the Racine
Beyond the Walls
Lutheran High School musical groups
performed for us on March 13th! They
were a very talented group. Prior to
the concert the students, chaperones,
and many members of Messiah enjoyed
a dinner (including skyline chili) in the
fellowship hall.

College Class
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3 Doug Gross
3 Madge Mueller
3 Ken Schuesler
5 Randy Schuerman
6 Coral Horner
6 Sharon Schmetzer
6 Alan Wingo
10 Jared Beckman
10 Shelley Rice
13 Barb Degenhardt
13 Joan Ramahi
13 Courtney Weikert
14 Paige Judith Walter
15 Carter Adams
16 Matthew Green
18 Nicholas Michael
21 Matthew Floyd
22 Beverly Roppel
23 Mark Walter
24 Paul Taske
25 Bunny Doebling
27 Elam Gottula
27 Sandie Wunnenberg
29 Ron Schneider
30 Addison Edelstein
30 Cassie McFadden
30 Chelsea Todd

5 Neil and Beth Hopper
12 Jerry and Shelley Rice
20 Scott and Tammie Schuesler
25 Gregory and Lois Braun
26 Charlie and Stephanie Neffle

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for April:
Rice
Please remit your payment of $35
to
“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed

If you’d like to help work on the Messenger
or the articles and pictures we submit to
the Cincinnati Lutheran (quarterly), please
contact Cheri Herron at
clherron1@gmail.com.

Thank you to all who donated food
and housing for the Racine Lutheran
High School choir. We really appreciate everything that everyone did.
Lynn Hiler and Carole Baldwin

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the May
issue is
April 15.

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org
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April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2
7:30pm Band
and Vocals

3
10:15am Ladies’ Bible
Study
5:45pm Lenten Dinner
7:00pm Lenten Service
7:45pm Choir

4

5

6
8:00am Men’s Bible
Study Breakfast
9:00am Church work
day
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

7
8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
2:30pm Book Club

8

9
7:30pm Band
and Vocals

10
5:45pm Lenten Dinner
7:00pm Lenten Service
7:45pm Choir

11

12

13
7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
11:30am Eggstravaganza !!!
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

14 Palm Sunday
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

15

16
11:30am NO
OWLS
7:30pm Band
and Vocals

17
7:00pm Choir

18
Maundy Thursday

19
Good Friday

7:00pm Maundy
Thursday
Communion
Service

7:00pm Good
Friday Service

20 Easter Vigil
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

21

22

23
7:30pm Band
and Vocals

24
10:00am Federation
Auxiliary
Blanket Brigade
7:00pm Choir

25

26

28
29
8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service
Noon Youth 4th Sunday

30
7:30pm Band
and Vocals

Feast of the Resurrection
8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Easter
Breakfast
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Service
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Thu

Fri

Sat

27
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

April 2019

