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M e s s e n g e r  
September  2018 

10416 Bossi Lane 

Cincinnati, OH  45218 

www.messiahgrh.org 

(513)-825-4768 
We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus, 

Sharing Jesus” in our community and world. 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

For the last three weeks our Gospel lesson has been from John chap-

ter six where we were told that Jesus is the bread of life and all who 

eat of this bread will live forever.  In the fourth petition of the Lord’s 

Prayer we pray “Give us this day our daily bread.”  Jesus also told the 

Samaritan woman in John chapter four that if you drink from the wa-

ter that Jesus provides you will never thirst again and that the water 

Jesus provides will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.  

Bread and water are essential elements for life  in this world.  Without 

food and water we will die.  God certainly provides us with all that we 

need in this world but what is most important is the spiritual food and 

spiritual drink that enables us to live forever.  Satan tempted Jesus in 

the wilderness to turn stones into bread because Jesus was hungry 

after fasting for forty days.  Jesus responded to Satan by saying “Man 

does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.”  The Spiritual food and drink that we need comes 

from the mouth of God – it is the Word of God that comes to us 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

We have opportunities to feast of God’s Word through weekly wor-

ship, daily devotions and weekly Bible studies.  Make sure that you 

seize those opportunities to grow in your faith through the study of 

God’s Word.  If we do not eat regularly we become weak.  That is true 

physically as well as spiritually.   
 

Sunday School kickoff for this upcoming ministry year is September 9.  

On this Sunday we will have a joint Sunday School/Bible Class activity 

at 9:00 a.m. followed by our outdoor worship service at 10:00 a.m.  

After worship we will have a picnic as well as fellowship and games. 
 

 We pray that this new school year will provide spiritual growth and 

maturity for all of our members.   By being well fed and nourished we 

are then able to work for the Lord in the work that He has for us to do.   

I pray for our continued growth as God’s children.  Make every effort 

to grow in your faith and as we grow in our faith we then grow in our 

service to God and our love for our neighbor. 
 

In Christ name, 

Pastor Allen Stuckwisch 

11:00 AM Church Potluck Picnic 

 
Church Outdoor  

Service  

and  

Sunday School 

Kick-off 

Sunday September 9th 

9:00 AM  Sunday School Service 

Project 

 10:00 AM Outdoor Worship Service 

12:00 PM Praise Band and Games 

Grilled meats provided, sign up sheet in 

narthex to bring side dish or dessert 

11:00 AM   Picnic Lunch 



Build Your Faith.  We read in Mark 2:1-12 
 

1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that 

he had come home.  2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no 

room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.  3 Some 

men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them.  4 Since 

they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in 

the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man 

was lying on.  5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, 

your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, think-

ing to themselves,  7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who 

can forgive sins but God alone?”  8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this 

was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you 

thinking these things?  9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 

10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins.” So he said to the man,  11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 

home.”  12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 

amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything 

like this!” 
 

In the second chapter of Mark, four men saw their paralyzed friend walk 

again because they were willing to step out in faith. Why should it be any 

different 2,000 years later? When you’re willing to step out, God can do 

amazing things in the lives of your spouse, your children, your parents, 

your friends, and anyone else.  So how do you take that step?  Regular par-

ticipation in worship is a key part of your Faith Walk with our Lord and Sav-

ior.  
 

Here are some steps to build your Faith Walk.  
 

1.The Elders want to encourage everyone to use their gifts and attend wor-

ship regularly. 

2. Raise Your Expectations: What impresses God? In Mark 2:5, Jesus is 

moved by the faith shown by the paralyzed man’s friends. That faith trig-

gered a miracle. The men expected that Jesus would work in their friend’s 

life. Jesus saw their faith – what does He see when He looks at you?  

3. Anticipate Obstacles: When you experience obstacles, what happens? 

Do you become cynical? Do you assume that God is not working? Do you 

become derailed, lose faith, or just give up? Obstacles are a part of life. To 

see God work in someone’s life, you have to keep on going. There is no 

substitute for persistence and determination. 

4. Increase Contact: Walk into the average living room and you’ll see peo-

ple watching TV, looking at their phones, checking their computers, and 

doing almost anything besides connecting with each other. There is no im-

pact without contact. You must get closer to people to grow your potential 

for impacting their lives. There is no greater example of this than Jesus. He 

ate and drank with the people who needed Him most – those who felt re-

jected and condemned by the religious elites of the day. After that contact 

they were never the same. 

5. Start Lifting People Up (Instead of Putting Them Down): You can’t lift 

someone to a higher level when you’re busy putting them down. Be the 

light to all those you meet and interact with. Let the Light of Christ shine 

through you. 

(Elders article continued on page 4) 

From the Elders 
Upcoming Events 

 

Sept 9 Outdoor service and picnic 

Sept 15 LWML Fall Retreat 

Sept 16 Pot--luck Lunch for Ken 

Schuesler 

Sept 19 Prince of Peace dinner 

Sept 23 Voters’ lunch and meeting 

Sept 30 Concert (Don Wharton) at 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Oct 6 Greenhills Harvest Festival 

Nov 10 Hope in Action—Hands 

Against Hunger Event 
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September 23 
 

 Voters’ Meeting  
 

     9:00 am Sunday School  

   10:00 am Worship Service  

   11:15 am Lunch  

   11:45 am Voters’ Meeting  
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From the Congregation President 

Messiah has been blessed this year with a beautiful summer. Higher than normal rainfall has resulted in green 

grass and abundant outdoor color as we work outdoors and share the love of Christ in the Community. 

*Messiah donated 6 oak trees for Greenhills 80th anniversary.  The trees will be planted this fall.  We will get a 

written report and photos when that happens.  *August 7th was Community Night Out with the local police.  

Barb Degenhardt, De Stuckwisch, Diane Stephens, and Sandy Walter assisted the Greenhills police in serving a 

hotdog dinner to 40 Greenhills residents.  Several people recognized Barb and Sandy from other things we 

have done in the area.  *Pastor is doing regular walks in the neighborhood, seeking to visit people who live 

close to the church through a door-to-door evangelism approach.  It is good to know who lives within a few 

blocks of our church and for them to know who the Pastor is if for no other reason than to be neighborly.  *We 

are excited about the addition of the Greenhills Cooperative Preschool meeting at Messiah.  We are looking at 

interacting with the school and their families. The Preschool is planning an OPEN HOUSE for students and par-

ents on September 5th.  We are going to serve refreshments and give out brochures with information about 

Messiah.  *We will also explore having “Prayer Walks” in the neighborhoods surrounding the Church. The moti-

vation for a prayer walk is to “love thy neighbor.” Participants intercede for people they see, take notes on 

needs the church could meet and ask people how the congregation could bless the community. Pastor is reach-

ing out to school principals to see if we can provide a lunch or other opportunities to serve. *The Village of 

Greenhills has asked us to have a pumpkin decorating booth at the Harvest Festival on October 6th.  They are 

providing some of the pumpkins and all of the paint.  We will need volunteer workers from 1-6pm that day. 
 

As you can see Messiah is making an effort to connect with the community around us and find ways to serve 

our neighbors. Churches need outreach that allows members to form authentic relationships with people out-

side the church. It doesn’t matter whether its relationships with those being served or fellow volunteers. The 

relationships create the opportunities to share the faith and invite people to know Christ in your congregation. 
 

Our Ministry plan is full of activities to serve outside the walls. Over the past three years we have added staff 

and budget to better serve our community in anticipation of church growth and the resources that come along 

with church growth. We cannot create church growth ourselves, that is the work of the Holy Spirit. The past 

three years our average weekly attendance through the month of August has been flat (162 in 2016, 165 in 

2017 and 164 in 2018). Likewise our giving has been relatively flat over the past three years, actually this year 

is $11,601 behind 2017 giving at the same point of the year. Our cash reserves are being depleted and the 

Leadership Team will need to make some difficult decisions as we begin preparing the 2019 Budget. The Lead-

ership Team will continue to look at our existing ministries to evaluate effectiveness. Which ministries we keep 

and which ones we may need to let go is a difficult decision. Does the ministry appeal to people both outside 

and inside the church? Does the ministry ultimately allow members to share Jesus with people outside the 

church? Does the ministry help members form relationships with people outside the church? We would really 

like to see an Increase in 2019 giving pledges so we can support all of our 2019 budget needs and beyond in 

order that we may continue to be a 21st Century mission church “Living Jesus and Sharing Jesus” in our com-

munity and the world. 
 

God’s Blessings on our efforts to serve him and best use his gifts     

Did you know that many of you can meet your 

pledge commitments by using IRA Required Distribu-

tions that are tax free to you when you donate them 

to the Church?  

2018 Messiah Giving and Expenses  

July Income $31,634   

July Expenses $36,546   

  ($4,912)  

Year to Date Income $200,792   

Year to Date Expenses $223,887   

  ($23,095) was $18,184 in June.  

Designated Gifts to defray the $6,192 cost of the organ repairs have been received.  

     Next month we will see $6,192 total reduction in expenses. THANK YOU 

Giving is still under budget by $16,507 or $2,360 per month. Getting Better 

Pledged Giving is under Budget by $9,603 or about $1,370 per month.  Getting Better 

Funds available for current activities July 2018 is $15,257 (was $30,401 July 2017)  



Messiah’s History – The Beginning (part 9 by Greg McEneny) 

 

Some of the topics covered at our voters’ meeting in early September (1958). 

The Central District Mission year started August 1 so there was no chance for a subsidy for us in’58.  

We could make a request in January for the period of June ’59 and beyond.  Other types of assis-

tance were loans from the church extension fund or ear marked loans from people.  No pastoral can-

didates were available until June 5, 1959, and we could apply in January.  We expected to be admit-

ted by the Synod Convention in June, 1959. 
 

The church officers elected in May, 1958 were: 

 Chairman:   Emil Martin    Trustees:   John Shaw 

             Vice Chairman   Ken Herrmann           J. Miller 

   Financial Secretary:  Bob VanStone           John Rodencal 

  Treasurer:  Greg McEneny     Finance Board:  Len Garriet 

  Federation Delegates:   Emil Martin         Hunt Bright 

                     Greg McEneny   Land Development:  J. Miller 

  Elders:  Chuck Schneider       C. Schneider 

      Ken Herrmann       H. Bright 

     Herb Petzold     Legal:  Greg McEneny 

 

 

On a less serious note:  It seemed all or most of us played pinochle and/or bridge, so we got together of-

ten for a fun evening.  (This was beginning of the bridge and pinochle marathons.)  Many picnics were 

held in back yards and at GE park, parties were held in members’ basements.  We really enjoyed one an-

other’s company. 
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(Elders article continued from page 2) 
 

6. Expect God to Work: Do you think the four men in Mark 2 were amazed when Jesus healed their friend? I don’t 

think so. They expected God to work. The crowd around them were shocked, but those four men were convinced 

that God was willing and ready to work in the lives around them. God hasn’t changed in the last 2,000 years. 

He’s just as willing to work in people’s lives today as He ever was. 

Being in the presence of Jesus changes everyone. No exceptions. When you care enough to take someone into 

Jesus’s presence, there’s no one who can’t be completely forgiven and set free. The first step is yours – Build 

your faith to see just what God can do when He is asked. 
 

The Elders continue to discuss what it means to be a member of Messiah. If you look in our constitution, there 

are some very specific attributes listed. Here is the link to our church constitution and bylaws, https://unite-

production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/messiahgrh/

attachments/76961/2015_Version_Messiah_Constitution_and_Bylaws.pdf .  Contact the church office for ac-

cess to our website if needed.  
 

This is a reminder that the staff reviews have begun. This process has started for each staff member. As part of 

that process, each staff member is asked to provide the names of a few people who would be willing to offer an 

evaluation of his or her performance. Please speak to an elder if you would like to participate.    
 

There are many areas where your help is needed. We are always in need of ushers, readers, Sunday school 

teachers just to mention a few. Talk to an Elder if you want to help.  

All of the opportunities to participate in fellowship are listed in our weekly worship folder handed out before each 

worship service. 

See you in worship!  

Rick Walter, John Hiler, Shawn Horner, Tom Mueller, Chuck Degenhardt 

Messiah History 

https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/messiahgrh/attachments/76961/2015_Version_Messiah_Constitution_and_Bylaws.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/messiahgrh/attachments/76961/2015_Version_Messiah_Constitution_and_Bylaws.pdf
https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/messiahgrh/attachments/76961/2015_Version_Messiah_Constitution_and_Bylaws.pdf


 The Outreach Ministry will be serving the evening meal at Prince of Peace on 

Wednesday, September 19.  The sign-up sheet for food and monetary donations for 

this meal will be posted in the narthex.  Please sign up to 

help.   

 We are always in need of blankets, afghans, and throws to take to Prince of 

Peace.  Please place in the marked containers in the narthex. 

 Saturday, October 6th, we will again have a pumpkin decorating booth at the 

Greenhills Harvest Festival.  Be sure to sign up to work an hour and get a 

new Messiah tee shirt.  The booth will be operating from 1-6pm .  You may 

work one hour or as many as you like. 
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OWLS 

Book Club: Our book for the month is A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  De-

spite being confined to the hallway of a hotel, the Count lives an absorbing, adventure-

filled existence, filled with capers, conspiracies and culture. Alexander Rostov is a char-

acter for the ages. Join us for the discussion on September 16 (at church) following the 

luncheon for Ken Schuesler. 

OWLS: We will meet for our delicious potluck luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on September 18 

(3rd Tuesday) for a presentation on the life of Cincinnati native “Annie Oakley”  Should be 

a fun and interesting time.  Please remember to sign up on the narthex poster (if possi-

ble).  Come join us and bring a friend! 

Choir News — Choir will begin fall rehearsals on September 5 at 7 PM.  We will sing at 

the 8:30 service on September 16.  All ages and levels of singing ability are welcome to 

join us. You need not be present at every rehearsal or every service to participate. 

Please consider serving our congregation during worship by joining our choir!  
 

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Carson 513-824-

1241 cathycarson82@gmail.com 

 
Backpack Blessing 
Bring your backpacks, baby bags, etc for a special backpack blessing at Messiah on 
September  23

rd
 during the blended service at 10:00 AM. 

Upcoming Events for OWLS 

 Mark December 12 at 10:30 a.m. for our annual Christmas concert on the Mighty 

Wurlitzer Organ at Music Hall Ballroom.  Ticket at a later date. 

 Artworks will present a program at Messiah highlighting all of their murals around 

town on January 15 if we can sell enough $5 tickets to pay for the program. Tickets 

will be on sale at the September and October meetings or see Bunny Doebling 

(543-0295) to purchase them.  

Tri-County SOUL Ministries - Needs – Toothbrushes!! Any brand any packaging. Put in the grocery 

cart in the narthex with your plastic or paper shopping bags. 
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Mission Trip 2011 

A HUGE Thank You to all of you at Messiah Lutheran Church!  I began reaching out 

to several locations in the Greenhills area in November of 2017 after our old facility had a 

major flood. I was not sure if we would be able to continue our mission of a loving and safe 

environment for the education of young preschoolers and their families. After many months 

of discussions, planning and prayers your congregation voted to welcome us to come and 

join your facility. We are feeling so relieved to be in a clean and safe environment with a church “family” 

that has been so welcoming to us! We all hope that you have come downstairs and watched the progress 

of the rooms being transformed into two beautiful classrooms and an incredible area for “large motor 

play”. (we lovingly call it our “large muscle room”) 

We (the six staff members and all of our families-32 at this point in time) are looking forward to MANY 

years of working together with you!  
 

Thank you again for your generosity and love that has been shared with us! 
 

Jan Johnson, administrator 

Greenhills Cooperative Preschool 

POT LUCK "THANK YOU" LUNCH FOR KEN SCHUESLER  
On Sunday, September 16th, immediately following the 10:45am contemporary worship ser-

vice, we will have a pot luck meal to say thank you to Ken Schuesler for his many years of 

service to Messiah as our custodian.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share.  If you nor-

mally attend the Saturday service or the traditional service please come back to say 

thanks to Ken.  Please use the sign-up sheet in the narthex so we will know how many to 

Mission Trip to Detroit  — week of clean up and VBS 
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Community Outreach  

LWML FALL RETREAT 

Sister Donna Bryant presenting "Women in Scripture" on Saturday, September 15. LWML 

Fall Retreat registration forms due NEXT Thursday August 30.  Learn to use the Biblical 

women's experiences to current trials and situations. Service projects for local charities! All 

women and their guests welcome at 8:45-3:00pm at Sisters of Charity Motherhouse in Del-

hi. An ingathering of warm hats, gloves, scarves and personal hygiene items will be collect-

ed. Registration forms are available on the table in the Narthex. 

STOPPING ROBOCALLS    
If you are a Cincinnati Bell customer, Cincinnati Bell offers a free service for your phone called REVEAL. 

When someone calls your number it asks them to press 8 if they are not a telemarketer.  This can really cut 

down on unwanted calls!  Call Cincinnati Bell at 513-565-2210 and simply request it to be added.  They will 

give you the instructions to activate it on your phone. 

FREE CONCERT AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Federation of Lutheran Churches is presenting Don Wharton in Concert at Christ Lutheran 

Church on Sunday, September 30th.  Tickets are free.  See notice on the bulletin board if you 

are interested. 

                         OWLS met on August 21 

PRINCE OF PEACE'S PEACE CAFÉ 
Prince of Peace is beginning a new effort in the Clifton area combining a cafe in the morning 

and afternoon, with job training/placement; and, bible study and worship in the evenings and on Sun-

day.  Please see the notice on the bulletin board as they are looking for volunteers. 
 

Federation Auxiliary meets on September 26 at 9:45am to make Comfort Pillows at St. Mark’s Luthean 

Church (5849 Buckwheat Rd., Milford, OH 
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Wall 

Sta-

C H U R C H  O U T D O O R  

S E RV I C E  A N D  

S U N DAY  S C H O O L  

K I C K  O F F

9:00 AM  Sunday School 

Service Project

10:00 AM Outdoor 

Worship Service

11:00 AM Church 

Potluck Picnic

12:00 PM Praise Band 

and Games

September 9th

Target Shooting 

Sign up poster on bulletin board in narthex.  All are invited.  Come 
enjoy the service, food, fellowship, music, and fun. 
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Altar Flowers 
The following families have signed 

up for September: 
Baldwin, Dumke, Schuesler,  

Nolan 
 

Please remit your payment of $25 
to 

 “Messiah  

Altar  

Society”  
and place in the  

Altar Society mailbox  
in the church office. 

Thank You! 

 
The flowers must be paid for  

before the order is placed 

M e s s e n g e r  D e a d l i n e  for the October 

issue is  

September 15.  

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org 

1  Chris and Sandie Wunnenberg III 
4  Patrick and Melinda Kenyon 
6  Randy and Nancy Green 
23 Paul and Amy Liebat 
29 Tim and Diane Wolford 

1 Carole Baldwin 
1 Betsy Schapp 
3 Heidi Stroeh 
6 Dee Ciotti 
6 Greg McEneny 
6 Kimberly Rottinghaus 
7 Charles Gress 
7 Mel Schobert 
8 Kristin Horner 
8 Michelle Michael 
9 Claire Gardner 
11 Mark Gottula 
11 Erik Hamilton 
11 Paul Liebat 
12 Miriam Schmithorst 
14 Brian Smith 
16 Raylee Francosky 
16 Lydia Sparks 
18 Phil Dumke 
22 Julie Rottinghaus 
25 Jane Dumke 
26 Cindy Morton 
26 Mark Schmetzer 
26 Cherry Staab 
27 Hannah Edelstein 
27 Jill Hamilton 
28 Jacob Hopper 
28 Tim Wolford 
29 Jim Worachek 
30 Susan Grothe 
30 Matthew Pilsner 

If you are not receiving the 

Messenger electronically and 

would like to receive it as an 

attachment to an e-mail, 

please send a message to 

messenger@MessiahGRH.org   

And we will add your name to 

the list. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion        

Worship  Service 

2 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Worship Service 

3 4 
 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

5 

10:15am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

7:00pm  Choir 

6 7 8 

7:30am Elders Meeting 
8:30am Leadership 

Board Meeting 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  Service 

9 
 
 

9:00am Youth and family 
project 

10:00am Worship Service 
11:00am Picnic lunch 

10 11 
 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

12 

10:15am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

7:00pm  Choir 

13 14 15 

8:45 am LWML Fall  
       Retreat 
5:30pm Traditional  
        Communion        

Worship  Service 

16 

8:30am Traditional  
         Communion  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary  

Communion  
Worship Service 

Noon: Pot luck Lunch 
for Ken Schuesler 

17 18 

11:30am OWLS 
7:30pm Band and 

Vocals 

19 

10:15am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

Prince of Peace 
Dinner 

7:00pm  Choir 

20 21 22 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  Service 

23 

9:00am Education Hour 
10:00am Communion   

Worship Service 
11:15 Voters’ Meeting 

Lunch 
11:45 Voters’ Meeting 
2:30 Book Club 

24 25 
 

7:30pm Band and 
Vocals 

26 

10:15am  Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

7:00pm  Choir 

27 28 29 

5:30pm Traditional  
        Worship  Service 

30 

8:30am Traditional  
         Worship Service 
9:30am Education Hour 
10:45am Contemporary 

Worship Service  
4:00pm  Don Wharton 

Concert at Christ 
        Lutheran 

      

September 2018 

Outdoor Service 
and Picnic 

 

We grow up when we see our life and our role from God’s 

perspective; when we thank God for the role he has as-

signed us and begin to see our cup as a gift instead of a 

cross; when each morning we ask, “God, how can I glorify 

you today in my given role?”   


