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WELCOME TO MESSIAH

60th Anniversary Ornaments 

Available in the Narthex

$5 donation recommended

Messiah 1958 – 2018 DVD 

Available in Fellowship Hall (Free)



WELCOME CHARTER MEMBERS

SURVIVING CHARTER MEMBERS

JO MARTIN

GREG AND MARILYN MCENENY

JOHN AND JEANETTE RODENCAL

KEN HERRMANN

DOROTHY SCHNEIDER

JAY AND MARILYN MILLER*

MEL HUEBNER*
* Not able to  attend



MARILYN AND JAY MILLER
CHARTER MEMBERS



MEL HUEBNER
CHARTER MEMBER



WELCOME PASTORS 

PASTOR RODENCAL 

PASTOR BERNER

PASTOR HACKMANN



WELCOME PASTOR VOLK AND JUDY

CONGRATULATIONS ON RECENT 50TH WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY



PASTOR JOHN MITCHELL

I THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE INVITATION TO JOIN THE PEOPLE OF MESSIAH AND MESSIAH PASTORS AT 

YOUR CELEBRATION. AS YOU MAY HAVE GUESSED I AM TRAVELING, THIS TIME IN IRELAND.

YOU HONOR ME BY INCLUDING ME AMONG YOUR CALLED PASTORS EVEN THOUGH I WAS MESSIAH’S 

VACANCY PASTOR. WE DID COME TO HAVE A WONDERFUL RELATIONSHIP, ONE THAT IS STILL GREAT 

TODAY. (THAT’S WHY I CAN OFTEN BE FOUND AT OWLS GATHERINGS AND MESSIAH DINNER CLUB 

OUTINGS. MESSIAH’S VACANCY CAME AT A TIME WHEN MANY MEMBERS QUESTIONED THE QUALITY OF 

MESSIAH’S MINISTRY. BUT, YOU KNOW, I NEVER DID. I SAW A BUNCH OF VULNERABLE CHRISTIANS, AND 

VULNERABLE IS HOW GOD WANTS US ALWAYS TO BE. THAT MEANS WE KNOW THAT WE AREN’T PERFECT 

AND WE NEED HIM. WE ALL “KNOW” THAT, BUT TOO OFTEN WE TREAT THAT UNDERSTANDING 

SUPERFICIALLY. YOU DIDN’T. YOU WERE HONESTLY OPEN TO SUGGESTION. YOU HEARD AND 

RESPONDED. INDIVIDUALS OFFERED ME THEIR OWN STORIES OF CHANGE. AND THROUGH IT ALL, MESSIAH 

CHANGED AND GREW AND BECAME STRONGER. YOU UNDERSTAND EVER BETTER WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 

LOVED BY GOD AND FORGIVEN BY GOD. PASTOR STUCKWISCH HAS CONTINUED YOUR PROGRESS….

TODAY WE CELEBRATE 60 YEARS OF MESSIAH’S MINISTRY (ME TOO, EVEN IF I’M ABSENT! J). I AM 

CONFIDENT YOU WILL CONTINUE TO GROW IN FAITH, CORPORATELY AND INDIVIDUALLY. LIVE IN THE LOVE OF 

THE LORD! ALL FOR HIS GLORY AS TOGETHER WE SAY… AMEN!

BLESSINGS,

JOHN



REV ROBERT 

C. KLEMM
SUMMER FIELD WORKER, FROM 

CONCORDIA SEMINARY IN ST. LOUIS. 

WAS ASSIGNED TO MESSIAH FOR THE 

SUMMER OF ’58 AND ARRIVED ON JUNE 

16. HE CANVASSED GREENHILLS 



NANCY KETTNER*
PAUL L. KETTNER, OF THE 1959 CLASS OF 

CONCORDIA SEMINARY, ST. LOUIS AND HIS 

WIFE, THE FORMER NANCY ELLEN PUTZ OF ST. 

LOUIS, RESIDED AT 328 INGRAM ROAD, WITH 

THEIR 3 YEAR OLD DAUGHTER, JULIE

* Not able to  attend



SPECIAL INVITED GUESTS

ORDAINED SONS OF THE CONGREGATION

PAST DCES

PAST VICAR – BEN BURGE

PAST ORGANISTS - MRS. ALFRED MANGLES, JEFF BLERSCH

PAST CHOIR DIRECTORS – STAN WERNZ

PAST BUILDING CAMPAIGN LEADER

PAST BUSINESS LEADER

GREENHILLS COMMUNITY OFFICIALS – MAYOR DAVID MOORE



JEFF BLERSCH – ORGANIST 1980’S
GREETINGS JIM!

WHAT A JOY TO RECEIVE YOUR NOTE BELOW AND TO THINK OF THE 60 YEARS 

OF SERVICE TO THE CHURCH AT LARGE THAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 

THROUGH MESSIAH LUTHERAN! THANK YOU FOR THE KIND INVITATION. I

DO, UNFORTUNATELY, HAVE A CONFLICT WITH A PREVIOUSLY PLANNED TRIP, 

SO I MUST RESPECTFULLY DECLINE YOUR INVITATION. MAY GOD CONTINUE 

TO BLESS YOU AND THE SAINTS AT MESSIAH IN THE WORK YOU DO FOR THE 

KINGDOM!

SINCERELY,

JEFFREY BLERSCH, DMA

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA



SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELPED

DCE ROBERTSON

ELDERS

CHURCH OFFICE (LINDA)

ALTAR SOCIETY

HOSPITALITY (LYNN AND CAROLE)

CHANCEL CHOIR (CATHY) 

WORSHIP TEAM (MATT AND SHARON)

HAND BELL CHOIR (DIANE MAGILL)

ORCHESTRA (BOB TANIS) 

CHURCH HISTORIAN (BOB STAAB)

FOUNDING MEMBERS (GREG, MARILYN, KEN AND JO)

PICTURES AND DISPLAYS (CHERI HERRON) 

CUSTODIAN (B.J. REED AND KEN SCHUESLER)

SOLOIST (ANDY HILER) 

PASTORS STUCKWISCH, RODENCAL AND HACKMANN



HOW IT ALL BEGAN

ON JANUARY 5, 1958 A DOZEN YOUNG COUPLES FROM OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN 

CHURCH AND CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH MET TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF 

FORMING A LUTHERAN CONGREGATION IN THE GREENHILLS-FOREST PARK  AREA. 

1958



MEETING WAS SUBSEQUENTLY PLANNED FOR 
JANUARY 5, 1958 IN THE MARTIN’S FAMILY ROOM 

WITH 22 PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE.

THE MCENENYS THE VAN STONE’S THE RODENCAL’S

THE SHAW’S THE HERRMANN’S THE SCHNEIDER’S

THE MILLER’S THE BRIGHT’S THE CAMPBELL’S

THE PETZOLDT’S THE NORDEEN’S THE MARTINS

1958



OUR BEGINNING

THE DECISION WAS MADE ON JANUARY 26, 1958 TO ESTABLISH 

A CONGREGATION AND MR. EMIL MARTIN WAS ELECTED 

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN

1958



ON MAY 2, 1958, THE CONGREGATION ADOPTED ITS 
NAME, MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH.

NAME CHOICES WERE NARROWED TO FOUR. 

THEY WERE MESSIAH, PEACE, BETHLEHEM, AND ASCENSION

MESSIAH FINALLY CHOSEN UNANIMOUSLY AFTER SEVERAL VOTES.

1958



PASTOR WILLIAM NORDSIECK

FOR 12 MONTHS PASTOR WILLIAM NORDSIECK, 

RETIRED, SERVED THE CONGREGATION

1958



FIRST PLACE OF 
WORSHIP

THE FIRST SERVICES WERE CONDUCTED AT 

THE GREENHILLS COMMUNITY BUILDING 

ON JUNE 8, 1958. 

1958



SERVICES WERE HELD IN THE GREENHILLS HIGH SCHOOL GYM/AUDITORIUM

JOHN RODENCAL AND JOHN SHAW DESIGNED  AND BUILT AN ALTAR THAT COULD BE STORED IN A CLOSET DURING 

THE WEEK

1958



PASTOR PAUL KETTNER

PAUL L. KETTNER ACCEPTED THE CONGREGATION’S 

CALL, AND HE BECAME THE FIRST PERMANENT 

PASTOR WITH INSTALLATION AND ORDINATION 

SERVICES ON JULY 12, 1959

1959



SHORTLY AFTER PASTOR KETTNER’S 
ARRIVAL PLANS WERE MADE TOWARD 
ESTABLISHING A PERMANENT CHURCH 

BUILDING.  

MESSIAH HAS BEEN A CHURCH IN MISSION EVER SINCE ITS BEGINNING 

IN 1958. WHEN TWENTY-EIGHTH FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS MET TO FOUND 

A NEW CONGREGATION IN THE GREENHILLS/FOREST PARK AREA, THEY 

WERE TOLD BY DR. OTTO TOELKE, MISSION DIRECTOR OF THE OHIO 

DISTRICT OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD, “YOU ARE 

NOT STARING A CHURCH FOR LUTHERANS, BUT A CHURCH TO SHARE 

JESUS WITH EVERYONE”.

1959



ON OCTOBER 19, 1960 
THE DECISION WAS 

MADE TO PURCHASE 5 
ACRES OF LAND 

BORDERING WINTON 
WOODS AND 

OVERLOOKING WINTON 
LAKE.  

The hill before the church 

1960



BUILDING OFFICIALLY 
BEGAN ON AUGUST 
26, 1962, WITH THE 
GROUNDBREAKING 

CEREMONY. 

1962



August 26, 1962 groundbreaking ceremony

1962



PHASE I OF THE 
CHURCH BUILDING 

ON BOSSI LANE

Phase I of the Church building on Bossi Lane



THIS INCLUDED THE 
CHANCEL AND A 
PORTION OF THE 

CURRENT 
SANCTUARY

Phase I of the Church building on Bossi Lane



SANCTUARY PICTURE 
WITHOUT ORGAN PIPES

1963



WAGON WHEEL LIGHT 
FIXTURES

1963



Messiah Lutheran Church 1963



THE DEDICATION SERVICE 

FOR PHASE I OF THE 

CHURCH BUILDING ON 

BOSSI LANE WAS HELD 

ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1963

The design is based upon Scandinavian types to 

fit into the natural beauty of the site

The Church was built at a cost of approximately 

$110,000



VBS and Sunday School 1963



VBS and Sunday School 1963



VBS and Sunday School 1963



Church Picnic about 1964



Classes in Ken and Ellen Rahe’s Basement



Messiah’s Championship Bowling Team



PHASE II CONSTRUCTION

TO MEET THE NEEDS OF A GROWING CONGREGATION AN 

EXPANSION PROGRAM WAS PLANNED IN THE FALL OF 1967.  

1967



1967



1967



1967



Phase II of the Church building completed (lengthened) 

the Sanctuary and provided a small entry/narthex

1968



1968



1968



1968



1968



1968



1968



1968



WITH THE SUPPORT 
OF THE 

CONGREGATION, THIS 
PHASE OF GROWTH 

WAS COMPLETED BY 
THE SUMMER OF 

1969.

1969



MESSIAH LUTHERAN 
PRESCHOOL

FROM 1969 TO LATE 1980’S MESSIAH LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

OFFERED BASIC SKILLS IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF LOVE AND RESPECT. 

CAROLINE WILLIAMS, NANCY LOGSDON AND SANDY JACKISCH 

SERVED AS ADMINISTRATORS.

1969 to late 1980’s 



1969 to late 1980’s 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



1973 to 1979 



PASTOR MICHAEL VOLK

IN JUNE 1976 MICHAEL VOLK WAS INSTALLED AS THE 

CONGREGATION’S SECOND PERMANENT PASTOR.

SEPTEMBER 2007 PASTOR VOLK RETIRED AFTER SERVING AS 

PASTOR OF MESSIAH FOR 31 YEARS.

1976



1976



PHASE III CONSTRUCTION

TO BETTER SERVE THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THE 130 FAMILIES OF 

THE CONGREGATION AND THE COMMUNITY, PHASE III OF 

CONSTRUCTION WAS BEGUN.  

1978



1978



1978



1978



PHASE III GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY.

1979



1979



1979



1979



1979



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



PHASE III DEDICATION
THE CURRENT FELLOWSHIP HALL AND IMPROVED CLASSROOM 

FACILITIES WERE DEDICATED SEPTEMBER 21, 1980.

THIS EXTENDED THE NARTHEX TO A HALLWAY LEADING TO THE 

NEW FELLOWSHIP HALL

ALONG THE HALLWAY THERE WAS AN AREA FOR SEVERAL 

OFFICES

1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



1980



PASTOR LARRY RODENCAL’S
ORDINATION

LARRY RODENCAL, A SON OF THE CONGREGATION WAS 

ORDAINED AT MESSIAH JULY 19, 1981. 

LARRY WAS CALLED TO SERVE AS PASTOR OF ST. MARK 

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN RUSKIN, NEBRASKA

1981



MESSIAH’S FIRST YOUTH DIRECTOR
MARCH 1983 CATHY DAVIS CARSON WAS MESSIAH’S 

FIRST YOUTH DIRECTOR. SHE SERVED PART TIME IN THAT 

POSITION UNTIL AUGUST 1984.

1983



CARILLON AND STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS DEDICATED

IN 1983 TO COMMEMORATE 25 YEARS “WITH OUR HAND IN HIS” 

AN ELECTRONIC CARILLON WAS DEDICATED, AND STAIN GLASS 

WINDOWS WERE INSTALLED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE 

SANCTUARY.

1983



1983



PARISH WORKER
AUGUST 1984 JOLAIN PAEPER WAS CALLED TO BE MESSIAH’S 

PARISH WORKER AND SERVED THE CONGREGATION UNTIL HER 

DEATH IN APRIL 2004 

1984



1989



1989



1989



1989



1989



MESSIAH’S 1ST DCE
IN 1990, STEVE HACKMANN WAS CALLED AS DIRECTOR OF 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND SERVED IN THAT POSITION UNTIL 

THE SUMMER OF 2002

1990



1990



1990



1990



1990



1990



PHASE IV CONSTRUCTION
THIS PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION INCLUDED AN ENLARGED NARTHEX, 

FIRST FLOOR NURSERY, SEVERAL CLASSROOMS, INCREASED PARKING, 

AND SUITABLE WORKSPACE FOR INCREASED STAFF.

1993



1993

Dave Moore, Greenhills 

Administrator for Zoning and now 

Mayor was Instrumental in Getting 

Zoning approved for our new 

Parking lot



1993



PHASE IV DEDICATION SERVICE
APRIL 17, 1994

1994



DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP AND 
MUSIC

IN OCTOBER OF 2002, DAVID BRAY CAME TO MESSIAH AS DIRECTOR OF 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC. DR. BRAY SERVED IN THAT POSITION UNTIL 

APRIL 2012.

2002



2002



MESSIAH’S 2ND DCE
JUNE 2003 STEVE WILSON RECEIVED OUR CALL TO BE DIRECTOR 

OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. STEVE SERVED IN THAT POSITION 

UNTIL JUNE OF 2010 WHEN HE ACCEPTED A CALL TO ST PETER’S 

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN.

2003



DEDICATION SERVICE FOR NEW 
ENTRYWAY AND PORTE-COCHERE

APRIL 2006

2006



2006



PASTOR LARRY RODENCAL
PASTOR LARRY RODENCAL SERVED AS VACANCY PASTOR IN 

2007 AND 2008.

2007



PASTOR SCOTT TESSIN WAS THE 
MESSIAH’S THIRD PASTOR.

HE SERVED AS SENIOR PASTOR UNTIL HIS RESIGNATION IN 2012. 

2008



PASTOR TESSIN’S INSTALLATION
THE PASTOR SCOTT TESSIN WAS INSTALLED JUNE 7TH 2008.

2008



2011 – Ben Burge Installed



2011



2011



2011



2011



2011



2011



2012



2012



2012



2012



2012



PASTOR JOHN MITCHELL
PASTOR JOHN MITCHELL SERVED AS VACANCY PASTOR IN 2013 

AND 2014.

2013



2013 – Sharon Schmetzer’s 25th



2013



2013



2013



2013



2014 – Reformation Service



2014



2014



2014



2014



MESSIAH’S PASTOR
JANUARY 18, 2015 PASTOR ALLEN STUCKWISCH WAS INSTALLED 

AS THE CONGREGATION’S FOURTH PERMANENT PASTOR.

2015



PASTOR  
STUCKWISCH’S  
INSTALLATION

2015

January 18, 2015 



PASTOR  
STUCKWISCH’S  
INSTALLATION

PASTOR MITCHELL, PASTOR RODENCAL, 

PASTOR BERNER AND PASTOR TELLER  

PARTICIPATED AT THE INSTALLATION. 

ALL HAVE PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN SOME 

CAPACITY  IN VACANCY POSITIONS  AT 

MESSIAH

2015



2015



2015



2015



2015



MESSIAH’S DCE
MAY 2016 HAILEY ROBERTSON ACCEPTED MESSIAH’S CALL TO BE 

OUR DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

2016



2016 – Easter Service



2016



2016



2016



2016



PASTOR STEVE 
HACKMANN’S
ORDINATION

JUNE 24, 2017 STEVE HACKMANN, 

FORMER DCE AT MESSIAH, WAS 

ORDAINED AT THE 5:30 PM 

WORSHIP SERVICE. 

2017



PASTOR STEVE HACKMANN

STEVE WAS CALLED TO SERVE  AT 

SHORE HAVEN LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

EUCLID, OHIO.

2017



2017



2017



2017



2017



MESSIAH 2018

Messiah Lutheran Church is a 21st century 
mission church living Jesus and sharing 
Jesus in our community and world



PRESCHOOL RETURNS TO MESSIAH

JUNE 2018 MESSIAH AND THE GREENHILLS COOPERATIVE 

PRESCHOOL ENTERED INTO AN AGREEMENT TO HAVE THE 

LONGSTANDING GREENHILLS PRESCHOOL RELOCATE TO 

THREE CLASSROOMS ON THE LOWER FLOOR OF OUR 

BUILDING. 

AFTER ALMOST 30 YEARS, MESSIAH WILL AGAIN HAVE A 

PRESCHOOL OPERATING OUT OF THE CHURCH BUILDING 

ON BOSSI LANE.

2018



2018



CURRENT MESSIAH STAFF
ALLEN STUCKWISCH

PASTOR

HAILEY ROBERTSON

DCE

2018



CURRENT MESSIAH STAFF
SHARON SCHMETZER

ORGANIST

MATT GARDNER

CONT. WORSHIP DIRECTOR

LINDA PERRMANN

OFFICE ASSISTANT

CATHY CARSON

CHOIR DIRECTOR

2018



CLOSING COMMENTS 

PASTOR STUCKWISCH


