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We are a 21st century mission church “Living Jesus,
Sharing Jesus” in our community and world.

From the Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What a glorious month we had in April beginning with our Easter celebration on April 1. We were once again reminded of the love of God
shown to us through Jesus Christ our Lord who went to the cross to die
for the sins of the world and rose again so that “all who believe in Him
will not die but will have everlasting life.” There were many people involved in making those worship services such a joyous occasion. A
special thank you to all the people who make our services joyous – not
just on Easter Sunday but throughout the year. The services give us all
an opportunity to praise God for the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In Him
and through Him we find our hope and meaning for our lives.
The month of May looks like it will be a busy time for many of our members and families. We have our May
holidays – Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. Besides our regular weekend services we have a Rite of Confirmation Service on Saturday, May 5. Annika Michael and Norah Ramahi will be confirmed at the 5:30 Saturday
service. A meal will follow the service in the fellowship to honor these confirmands. Please join us for both the
service and the dinner.
For most of May we will be in the Easter Season. The joy of Christ’s resurrection provides our lives with hope
and meaning. When Jesus ascended into heaven He gave His disciples the command to go and share His love
with others. There are many people who feel lost and alienated. They see no purpose or meaning to their
lives. The hope that we have in Christ needs to be shared with others. With all of the opportunities for us to
gather – whether it is in worship or some of our fellowship opportunities – please consider inviting a family
member or a friend who is not connected with any worship community. There is so much love shared amongst
our members within our church. It would be nice if others can experience what we experience each and every
week. Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you so you ought to love
one another.” Let us seek to find someone who needs to hear about the love and Jesus.
God’s blessing to you and your family as we move through the month of May. May the resurrected Christ be
evident in all that we say and do.
In Jesus’ name I pray this.
Pastor Allen Stuckwisch

Everyone is invited and encouraged to come.

Rite of Confirmation Service is Saturday, May 5th at 5:30pm .
A dinner will immediately follow the service.
Please come, support, and honor our confirmands
(Annika Michael and Norah Ramahi)
as they achieve this milestone in their lives
Sign up poster on bulletin board.

From the Elders
Upcoming Events
May 1 Thrivent—Legacy Giving
Presentation and Dinner
May 5 Rite of Confirmation Service
May 12 Cincinnati Boy Choir
May 15 Mother’s Day
May 18 Youth Lock-In
May 20 Pentecost
May 27 Trinity Sunday
May 28 Memorial Day
June 18-22 Vacation Bible School
June 29/July 2 Senior High Youth
Mission Trip

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us
from all sin. – 1 John 1:7
As we draw near to the Lord and live for him, two
amazing blessings come our way. First, we find that
our sins are forgiven and we are cleansed of these
sins thanks to the loving sacrifice of Jesus. Second,
we find that we are not alone in this wonderful cleansing. True fellowship among believers is built when
folks seeking the Lord find each other in His presence.
This fellowship isn’t forced or contrived, just heavenly.
In the spirit of this message from John, the Board of Elders continues
to encourage regular participation in worship and fellowship at Messiah. You can help as well. When you notice that one or more of our
members have been absent, please pray that the Holy Spirit will
move them to return, and then call, text or email them to let them
know you miss them.
In addition to our regular services there are a variety of opportunities
for connecting with other Messiah members for fellowship and fun.
Upcoming gatherings include a concert by the Cincinnati Boys Choir,
a Reds game, and the church picnic. These events also provide a
great opportunity for introducing a friend or coworker to our Messiah
family! Watch for information on these events in upcoming issues of
the Messenger.
We also ask that you prayerfully consider offering your service as an
usher, reader, greeter, sound board technician, Altar Society or hospitality member. Help is needed in all of these areas. See Linda Perrmann or an Elder for more information on how to get started.
The Rite of Confirmation will take place during the Saturday evening
service on May 5th. Please consider attending this service in which
our confirmands will make a public confession of their faith. After
the service the Elders will be serving a dinner to honor the confirmands and their families. All members of the congregation are invited
to join in this celebration. A sign-up sheet for the dinner is available
in the narthex.
The Elders
Chuck Degenhardt, John Hiler, Shawn Horner, Tom Mueller, Rick
Walter

We rejoice with
 the Gottula family on the baptism of Elam Gottula March 31, 2018
 the Harrison and Wunnenberg families at the baptism of Alissa Francosky and
Lindsay Reagan Harrison on Saturday April 7, 2018.
 the McGinnis family at the baptism of Sophia McGinnis on April 8, 2018
Our prayers and sympathies to the Rahe family at the death of Emily Rahe on April
14, 2018. Her funeral service was held April 17, 2018.
Pastor Stuckwisch officiated at all the services.
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From the Congregation President
The Leadership Board, DCE, Pastor and Elders are working hard on Messiah’s Growth Strategy this year.
Church Growth is an important topic for Messiah because we need to grow in numbers and resources to be
able to continue to maintain our current staff and support all the ministries we currently offer.
I would like to update you on some of the recent developments in our Growth Strategy. Messiah’s Growth
Strategy has three main legs: 1. Personal Witnessing 2. Growing Young 3. Relationship Building
Personal Witnessing. We need involvement in church growth from the entire congregation. There
needs to be a sense of urgency. Pastor will continue monthly talks on “Everyone His Witness” and the
LASSIE approach. In addition, we are looking to bring in a third party to lead us in a seminar/workshop
on personal witnessing. VBS is a great way to witness to and serve our neighbors. VBS Registration is
now open. People in the community and those who have attended VBS in the past are being contacted. Our leaders are meeting with the Greenhills City Council looking for information on how Messiah
and the other three Greenhills churches can work together to help the community. Being out in the
community helping and caring for others as Christ commands us is one of the most effective witnessing tools as well as one where people want to "do something" and not just be all talk
Growing Young. We are expanding and enhancing our communication methods by using twitter and
facebook to communicate our mission and service opportunities, our activities and our general presence in the Greenhills area. We are compiling data on all the ministries and social groups at Messiah. Once completed, a binder and short list will be generated and available to members. Additionally,
leaders will be asked to talk at worship services about their ministry. We are taking actions to enable
people to neighbor well locally and globally. Pastor is planning a summer study on societal issues to
help us all understand the LCMS positions so that we are able to talk comfortably and confidently to
others outside our Lutheran faith on these current and controversial issues.
Relationship Building. We are working to engage current members to become more invested in the
church and the activities we offer (and could offer in the near future) such as more service opportunities outside the walls in both the Greenhills and Cincinnati areas. Pastor and the Elders will ask members to do a spiritual gifts assessment so they (and Leadership Board) know where we may be able to
direct people (current and new members) to help improve engagement. Sending our members to invite people to regular meeting fellowship groups or long running service projects, and sending members in pairs or groups to serve in the local community, become the new entry points to congregational life. These entry points give our members time to form relationships with new people. Once you
have a relationship, it is a shorter step to worshiping with us.

YTD Giving is down $8792 from 2017

2018 Messiah Giving and Expenses
March Giving

$28,075

YTD Expenses are up $11,202 from 2017

March Expenses

$33,423

Unplanned Expense (organ): $6,192

($5,348)

Net Expense Exceeding Giving: $16,438

$79,655

Even when we account for the unplanned organ expense, expenses exceeded giving in the 1st quarter

Year to Date Giving
Year to Date Expenses

$102,285

Designated Gifts to defray the cost of the organ repairs
will be appreciated very much.

($22,630)
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A quick update on
60th

Messiah’s 60th Anniversary Celebration on July 1st.
The Chancel Choir and Hand Bell Choir will participate in the
10:00 am single worship service. Special invitation letters
have gone out to all charter members, former Pastors, DCEs,
music directors, choir leaders, sons of the congregation
called into the ministry, and key lay leaders.

Messiah History - Part 5
Early Days— Some memorable tidbits!! by Greg McEneny
Pastor Wm. Nordsieck, a retired Lutheran pastor living on the western side of town,
agreed to conduct our services, which were scheduled to begin on June 8, 1958. He
said he would bring his own Bible, and that the families should bring the two hymnals
we had each ordered ($2.25 apiece). Pastor Nordsieck always wore formal black tuxedo “tails” on Sundays, and brought a sense of reverence and dignity to the services.
We parents were pleased that our children flocked to him — then we realized the deep
pockets of his coat were filed with candy for them. Pastor Nordsieck also provided a
calm, steadying voice at our meetings.
Altar paraments were given to us by a member of a sister congregation, and flowers for
the altar came wither from our own gardens, or we picked them up at funeral homes
where they had bee unclaimed. Offerings were received in wicker baskets from the
Glass Barn. After our first baptism when water was poured from a United Dairy Farmers bottle, a silver pitcher was donated. Communion ware was loaned to us by Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Our services were to be held in the Greenhills High School gym/auditorium, now an office and multipurpose building. We rented the gym for $3.75 a week, with an additional room costing $3.50, and 50 cents for any additional rooms. (To give you an idea of
the economy in 1958 consider this: average wage was $4600/year; average new
house $12,750; gallon of gas cost 25 cents.)
A piano was provided (Jeanette Rodencal was the accompanist). An old pump organ
was loaned to the church by Mel and Ruth Huebner. Herb Petzoldt used a vacuum
cleaner motor as a blower to modernize and electrify the organ.. Betty Lou Nordeen became our first organist.
One of our members provided enough Portals of Prayer for our members and potential
outreach.. Excess booklets were placed in Latta’s Pharmacy (which was at the corner
of Kemper and Springfield Pike) and at Mitchell’s Pharmacy in Greenhills, as an outreach as well as an advertisement for our church. The pharmacists said the Portals of
Prayer were gone just about as soon as we placed them there.
We began to canvas the neighborhoods with cards announcing our first service to be
on Sunday, June 8, at 10 o’clock — Sunday School at 9.
Messiah Messenger
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Connecting faith and finances for good.

Thrivent representative Susan Bennett is hosting a dinner and presentation in
the fellowship hall on Tuesday, May 1 at 6:00pm. The presentation is on
Legacy Giving and presenters are Susan Bennett, Nancy Wagner of Wagner
Law, and Julie Kline, CPA.

CINCINNATI BOY CHOIR CONCERT –
Come and enjoy a concert given by these very talented local boys. Messiah’s own Ryan Hamilton is
a member of this group of singers. They give concerts throughout Cincinnati and around the world
so we are glad to have them in our church. Join us
on Saturday, May 12th at 7:30 and bring your
friends for a wonderful evening of music.

OWLS

OWLS: We will meet on May 15, to have an “armchair” tour of Cincinnati Memories
presented by Jeanne Rolfes, representing the Cincinnati Preservation Association. Our
pot luck lunch at 11:30 a.m. will be followed by Jeanne’s presentation. Please invite
your friends to join us for a good lunch and fellowship.

Book Club: On May 20th, after the voter’s meeting, there will be a discussion of the
book, “In the Garden of the Beasts” by Erik Larson. The book begins in Berlin in 1933,
when William Dodd, American Professor, becomes the first ambassador to Hitler’s regime. This narrative non-fiction should prove interesting to many. The library will give us
copies of the book, so contact Bunny Doebling (543-0295) if you would like a copy.

Mark your calendars for the annual
Youth Rummage Sale!
June 1st—2nd
Anyone is welcome to help with set up on May 31st at 4:00pm
Doing some spring cleaning and don’t know what to do with the “stuff” you
want to get rid of?
Starting May 1st, you can bring your items to church (leave in the alcove off the fellowship hall) for the
annual Rummage Sale. All clothing should be clean and in good condition.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING old tvs (tube tvs) or old baby equipment (i.e. car seats, high chairs)!
Bring donated items to Messiah before 3:00pm on May 31st for set up.

Messiah Messenger
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On April 3rd Carol Dupps and Sandy Walter provided dinner to The Edge House
Campus Ministry on Clifton Ave. where all people are welcome to come and experience good food, quality coffee, conversations about faith and doubt ,and a quiet
place to study. Our next opportunity to serve will be in the fall. We will post a notice for volunteers to help when the time comes to serve.
Blankets are always needed and appreciated for the ministry at Prince of Peace. Please continue to
donate them.
Greenhills is celebrating its 80th anniversary this year. Oak is the traditional gift for an 80th anniversary. For this celebration Greenhills would like to plant 80 oak trees throughout the community We
are contributing $100.00, the cost of the oak tree, to have one planted as a gift from Messiah. The
first tree will be planted at the Arbor Day celebration on April 27. We have a goal of donating 6 oak
trees, one for each decade of Messiah’s 60th anniversary. Please give monies to Jim Worachek,
Barb Degenhardt, or Sandy Walter if you would like to help with this project.

SOUL Ministries — The food pantry is in need of Hearty Soups.

If you can donate soups

during the month of May, it would be much appreciated.

Vacation Bible School is coming. June 18th –22nd. Registration is now
open for children 3 years old to 6th grade. If you can help serve during the
week of VBS , please contact Hailey Robertson at e-mail: dce@messiahgrh.org
or church office: 513-825-4768. There are plenty of opportunities to help with
the planning, set-up, or helping during the week (one day or all 5).

Come join us — we have a great time and it is wonderful to see all
the excitement in the children.

We are thankful for Messiah's choir members and the talents they share for our worship. The
official choir season ends May 27. We will sing July 1 for our anniversary celebration and
hope many former choir members and others will join us. Please contact Cathy Carson at 513
-824-1241 or cathycarson82@gmail.com, for more information.
Choir Schedule-May 2018

Messiah Messenger

Wednesday

May 2

Regular rehearsal at 7 PM

SATURDAY

May 5

Meet at 5 PM to sing at 5:30 service-Confirmation

Wednesday

May 9

Regular rehearsal at 7 PM

Sunday

May 13

Meet at 8 AM to sing at 8:30 service

Wednesday

May 16

No rehearsal

Sunday

May 20

Meet at 8:45. 10 am blended service

Wednesday

May 23

Possible rehearsal at 7PM

Sunday

May 27

Meet at 8 AM to sing at 8:30 service

Sunday

July 1

Anniversary Celebration!! All welcome to sing!
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June 18th—22nd
Come hang out with us at
Shipwrecked VBS this summer at Messiah where kids will
learn how we are “Rescued by Jesus”!
All children 3 years old*—6th grade are invited!
*Potty trained— REQUIRED!

Contact Hailey Robertson if you have questions!
dce@messiahgrh.org OR 513-825-4768
Messiah Messenger
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Jr. & Sr. High Youth

For details & questions e-mail or
call Hailey Robertson
e-mail: dce@messiahgrh.org
church office: 513-825-4768

5th - Rite of Confirmation
2oth - Voter’s Meeting
* PARENTS—Check your e-mail at the beginning
of every month for youth events and news! *

Congratulations to the
High School Graduates!!!
John Bennett - Colerain H.S.
Katie Michael - Leaves of Wall
Learning
Stabilization
Project
Elle Yeatts - Badin
Join us in recognizing these students for
their accomplishments!

M E S S I A H YO U T H LO C K - I N
Who: ALL of Messiah’s Youth
When: Friday May 18th 6:30pm
*Any youth in First Grade or above is welcome to
spend the night and be picked up Saturday at 10am.
*Any child younger than 1st grade must be picked
up by 10pm Friday.
What to bring: yourself, your overnight items (including sleeping bag and pillow), and come
ready for a good time!
Please, make sure to sign the signup sheet in the Narthex so we can anticipate how many
people will be able to attend.
We are looking forward to lots of games, food, and fun! Please, plan on coming to join us!

Messiah Messenger
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A fun night of bowling

Messiah Messenger
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CPR/AED
Training
Class
Beyond the Walls

College Class

Messiah Messenger
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1 Maggie Streib
1 Lauren Johnson
2 Kacie Kenyon
2 Donna Hooker
3 Ed Mayer
4 Dave Bennett
9 Allen Stuckwisch
10 Gary Darlage
11 Wayne Doebling
13 Lila McGuire
13 Cathy Carson
14 Braylen Thomas
14 Pat Schneider
16 Auggie Wunnenberg
16 Corey James
21 Nicholas Farler
23 Frank Floyd
28 Linda Darlage
29 Stefanie Inman

2 John and Michelle Michael
5 Jack and Dorothy Meyer
14 Gary and Nancy Logsdon
21 Lee and Jennifer Harrison
21 Kevin and Lora Budke
30 Art and Jan Friedrich

Altar Flowers
The following families have signed
up for May:
Meyer, Baldwin, Logsdon, Rice,
Friedrich
Please remit your payment of $25
to

Thanks to all who sent cards,
get well wishes and prayers
for healing after I had angioplasty and stent.
Thanks,
John Hiler

“Messiah
Altar
Society”

and place in the
Altar Society mailbox
in the church office.

Thank You!
The flowers must be paid for
before the order is placed.

If you’d like to help work on the Messenger
or the articles and pictures we submit to
the Cincinnati Lutheran (quarterly), please
contact Cheri Herron at
clherron1@gmail.com or 772-4536.

M e s s e n g e r D e a d l i n e for the June

Would appreciate information about
any 2018 college graduates. Please
send info ( what school graduating
from, future plans, a picture if available , etc.) to
clherron1@gmail.com

Messiah Messenger

issue is
May 15.

Send articles to messenger@MessiahGRH.org
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May 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

6:00pm Thrivent
Legacy
Giving
Presentation
7:30pm Band and
Vocals

6

8:30am Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Communion
Worship Service

13

Mother’s Day
Pentecost

9:00am Education Hour
10:00am Communion
Worship Service
11:15 Voters’ Meeting
Lunch
11:45 Voters’ Meeting
2:30 Book Club
27

Trinity Sunday

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

Messiah Messenger

2

Thu
3

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

National Day of Prayer

7

8

9

10

14

15
11:30am OWLS

16

17

7:00pm Crossways

7:00pm Crossways

8:30am Traditional
Worship Service
9:30am Education Hour
10:45am Contemporary
Worship Service

20 Voters’ Meeting

Wed

21

7:00pm Crossways

28

Memorial Day

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study

Ascension Day

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

Rite of Confirmation
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service
6:30pm Confirmation
Dinner

7:30am Elders Meeting
8:30am Leadership
Board Meeting
5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service
7:30pm Cincinnati Boy
Choir

Armed Forces Day

1:30pm Logsdon
Anniversary
Gathering in Fellowship Hall
5:30pm Traditional
Communion
Worship Service

22

23

24

25

26

29

30

31
4:00pm Set up for
Rummage Sale

June 1

June 2

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

7:30pm Band and
Vocals

10:15am Ladies’
Bible Study
7:00pm Choir

12

5:30pm Traditional
Worship Service

Youth Sponsored Rummage Sale
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