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January 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:45am  

Bible Class/SS 
10am 

Worship  
 

2 
Pastors 
 day off 

 

3 4 
10am-12pm 

Crafters 

5 
 

6 
 
Youth 
Epiphany 
Party 

7 

8 
8:45am  

Bible Class/SS 
10am 

Worship  
11:30am 

Elder’s Meeting 

9 
Pastors 
 day off 

10 
5:30pm 
Council 

11 
4pm 

Midweek 
6pm  

Confirmation 

12 13 14 

15 
8:45am  

Bible Class/SS 
10am 

Worship  

16 
Pastors 
 day off 

17 18 
4pm 

Midweek 
6pm  

Confirmation 

19 20 21 

22 
8:45am  

Bible Class/SS 
10am 

Worship  

23 
Pastors 
 day off 

24 
3pm 

Hats of 
Love 

25 
4pm 

Midweek 
6pm  

Confirmation 

26 27 28 

29 
8:45am  

Bible Class/SS 
10am 

Worship  

30 
Pastors 
 day off 

31     
No LWML 
meeting in 
January 



Attendance for the month of  
December  

 

 Date          Worship     Communion  
 12/4     74   62 
 12/7     54   — 
 12/11    100   73   
 12/14     51   — 
 12/18     91   67 
 12/21    105   — 
 12/24 
 12/24 
 12/25 

9-   Emily Karssen 
9–  Diane Beversdorf 
11– Mia Cansino 
12-  Nancy Lindberg 
13-  Les Lindsey 
13– Gabe Cansino 
14– Gwen Wells 
15– Bob Ramage  
15-  Jennifer DeWolfe 
18-  Matt Wells  
23-  Dalton Engel  
23– Rhonda Peterson 
23– Joyce Wolfe 
25-  Marc Kugler  
25-  Shari Meeker 
27-  Julie Donnelly  
30-  Courtney Donovan 

none 

Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary 

Baptism Birthdays 

1-1 Donna Bolin 
1-10  Darla Westergreen 
1-11 Alex Pitman 
1-21 Emily Karssen 
1-26 Jon Schlake 
1-27 Jennifer DeWolfe 
 

Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be 

saved.  

Mark 16:16a 

In Our Prayers 
 
Health concerns: 
Joyce Wolfe  Dan Brackett    Theresa Clark        
Fern Harding       Anita Reinertsen    Janalee Gutierrez                 
Mitch Jacobs   Joan Nichols                  Bob Donley 
Guy Hood  Dean Westergreen Frederick Larner    
Mina Montgomery    
Louis Linnenburger 
 
Eva Jean– Ruth’s sister  
Stephanie, Terri Clark’s daughter     
Beth Wells, Shari Meeker’s mother         
Janet, Bob Donley’s sister in law 
   
Others:  
The search for a preschool director/teacher 
Pastor Meeker, Deaconess Lorna and the Kenya Mission 
Pastor Omolo and Hope for the Destitute 
Our Armed Forces: Sgt Kaleb Karssen 



Hats of Love will start up meetings again in January!  
Join us on Jan. 24th at 3pm.   

We meet the 4th Tuesday of very month.   
Bring any items you have made and come enjoy fellowship! 

Voter’s Meeting will be on Jan. 22nd after church.  
Lunch will be served-  mark your calendars! 

A great big THANK YOU for all who were involved with 
all the activities around church  in December– whether it 

was providing meals, decorating, or helping with       
fundraisers. We are so thankful for you and your      

willingness to help!  
We pray that God richly blesses your new year!  

LWML will not meet in January.  
The February meeting will be on Thursday, February 2nd.  

Offering envelopes for  2023 have been distributed  
into the church mailboxes. Please contact the church office  

if you do not have any and would like some.  
 

Please check your mailboxes frequently. To save on postage,  
our first attempt to get something to you will be to place it in your  

church mailbox or to email you.  If for some reason, you do not have a 
mailbox, or the office doesn’t have your email, please talk to Leah. Thanks!  

Thank you to those who beautified our church at Christmas.  
Our poinsettias this Christmas were given by:  

 
 Glenda Waterfield  - In Loving Memory of loved ones 

 The Kugler Family-  In celebration  of Christ’s birth 

 JoAnn Folger  - In Loving Memory of Gene Brackett  and Terry Folger 

 Randy & Kim Noe 

 Tim & Janet Laugesen  - In Thanksgiving for our families 

 The Nichols Family  - In Thanksgiving for our family 

Our congregation is still searching for a person to take over the  
Treasurer position. Payroll and taxes are being taken care of by an 

outside provider, so current job description includes paying bills, and 
reporting financial information to the council every month. If you 
would be willing to serve our church in this capacity, please talk to 

Tim Laugesen or Kim Noe.  



Preschool News 
 

 December was full of Christmas preparations– Grandparent cards, parent 
gifts, decorating, program practice, etc. Lots of enthusiasm! We pray you had a 
Blessed Christmas. 
 In-house registration for Fall 2023 begins January 16th. If you are a church 
member, or previously/currently enrolled in the preschool, please sign up as soon 
as possible. On February 1st registration will be open to the public. We offer 5 
day, 3 day and 2 day morning programs.  

FLOWER CHART 
A new flower chart has been posted. We will use the flowers for 
two weeks. The price has increased and will be $50 for two 
weeks. Make checks payable to Mt. Calvary and give the dedi-
cation for the bulletin to Leah in the church office. If you have any 
questions contact Leah. 

Crafters will meet Wednesday, Jan 5th from 10am-12pm. 
 Bring your crafty things and work on them while you fellowship.   

Update your contact information with 
Leah!   

With several new members, we will be printing 
new church directories  in the new year and want to make sure we have the right 

information for you!  
Update Leah with any information that has changed:  

address, phone number, email, etc. Thank you! 

Knox County Right to Life January Meeting will be on Tuesday, Jan. 
10th at 7pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 2401 N. Broad St. 
Galesburg. 
 
The 50th Annual March of Life is happening in Washington DC on 
January 20, 2023. The theme for this year is “Next Steps: Marching in 
a Post-Roe America”. Pray for safety for those marching and that 
hearts will be opened to hear the message of life!  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! The Illinois March for Life will be March 21, 2023 in 
Springfield, IL.  



Sometimes the question is asked, what part did Mary really play?  Why was she a nec-
essary part of the history of Christmas and of our salvation at all?  God’s Word assures us of 
the Virgin Birth so that we can be comforted, Jesus was holy and sinless – no original sin that 
afflicts the rest of us, because only as the holy and sinless Substitute, could He offer His sin-
less sacrifice, while carrying in His flesh our sins.   
The miracle of Jesus’ Incarnation is this.  God the Holy Spirit fashioned for the Divine Word 
– the 2nd person of the Trinity a sinless human nature, and that nature in Jesus was joined or 
assumed unmixed and undivided into one Person, Jesus, the God-man.  The Blessed Virgin 
was not simply an incubator.  Mary wasn’t like a hollow tube through which God dropped a 
Baby into Bethlehem’s manger, the way your money comes back to you through the bank 
drive through.  From Mary’s egg, the Holy Spirit prepared a human nature.  Elizabeth said, 
“Blessed is the fruit of thy womb.”  Jesus was truly the fruit of Mary’s womb, her seed fash-
ioned by the Spirit into a sinless nature.  As the Small Catechism says, Jesus was “true God, 
begotten of the Father from eternity; and, also, true man born of the Virgin Mary.”   

Christ had to come from Mary’s seed.  The first promise of the Gospel in Genesis 3 
came when God cursed Satan and said “the Seed of the Woman” would crush the devil’s 
head.  The Messiah King had to be born from the tribe of Judah and King David’s line, a 
prophesy that demanded Jesus have a real (not a pretend) but a real descent from Jesse, and 
that through the Virgin Mother.  Romans 1 says Jesus was “descended from David according 
to the flesh.”  Romans 9 says that Jesus came as the Christ “descended from Israel accord-
ing to the flesh.”  Galatians 4 says, “When the fulness of time had come, God sent forth His 
Son made of a woman.”  St. Matthew says, “From Mary was born Jesus”, not through, but 
from Mary. 
So, yes, Mary’s seed was fashioned by the Spirit to form a human nature that never existed 
apart from its union with the Divine nature, and that union remains forever.  This is the mira-
cle of the Virgin birth.  About it, Dr. Luther said, “The Holy Spirit cleansed and sanctified the 
corrupt mass in the Virgin and out of this cleansed flesh and blood created “that holy 
thing.”  Luther wrote: “Flesh and blood was corrupted by original sin, yet [in such a way] 
that it could be healed…  For sin and death are such afflictions as may be removed and from 
which we may be redeemed.  Therefore, in the moment of conception by the Virgin the Holy 
Spirit cleansed and sanctified the sinful flesh and wiped off the poison of the devil and 
death, which is sin.”   

Mary finds favor with God because God chooses the lowly and unexpected.  He exalts 
the humble and humbles the exalted.  That’s the nature of grace.  It’s undeserved love.  After 
the Fall into sin Eve contained in her womb all humanity that was doomed to sin.  Now Mary 
contains in her womb a new humanity that is promised grace because of her Son, Jesus 
Christ.  In Jesus, the Lord is with Mary – He is with His Church – He is with you and me. 

When you ponder the miracle of the incarnation and remember the Blessed Virgin 
whom every generation will call blessed.  Her blessing is this:  She was chosen by God to 
carry God in her womb, and she humbly replied, “May it be to me as you have 
said.”  Mary’s Son was her own Savior (Luke1:47).  And Mary’s Son is your Savior too, but 
it could only be so because Jesus took real, true flesh and blood in Mary’s womb.  Your sin-
less Savior is the perfect Substitute sent from heaven.  Glory to God in the highest!  

 
 Pastor Steve Sommerer  


