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September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   Aug 31 
 
6pm 
Confirmation  
Informational  
Meeting 
 

1 
Preschool 

starts 
 

1pm 
LWML 

2 3 

4 
8:45am 

Bible Class/SS  
10am 

Worship Service 
11:30am  

Elders Meeting 

5 
Labor Day 
Office closed 

6 7 
4pm-5pm 
Midweek  

 
Confirmation 

8 9 10 

11 
8:45am 

Bible Class/SS  
10am 

Worship Service 
 

Altar flowers  
available 

12 
 
Pastor’s day 
off 

13 14 
 

4pm-5pm 
Midweek  

 
Confirmation 

15 16 17 

18 
8:45am 

Bible Class/SS  
10am 

Worship Service 

19 
 
Pastor’s day 
off 

20 21 
 

4pm-5pm 
Midweek  

 
Confirmation 

22 23 24 

25 
8:45am 

Bible Class/SS  
10am 

Worship Service 

26 
 
Pastor’s day 
off 

27 
 
3pm 
Hats of Love 

28 
 

4pm-5pm 
Midweek  

 
Confirmation 

29 30  



Attendance for the month of  
August  

 

 Date          Worship     Communion  
 8/7     61   50 
 8/14     96   75 
 8/21     86   68 
 8/28 

2-  Lois England 
4-  Fern Harding 
7– Kadin Courson 
8-  Dee Lipe 
10-Sarah Stewart  
11 - Ava Sebben 
12- Leah Koch  
13- Jonathan Whittle 
14– Gabi Cansino 
17- Katelyn Engel  
17- Evelyn Van Winkle 
20-  Greg Donley 
20- Anita Reinertsen 
20– Daenerys Wells 
28-  Kayla Bird 
29- Janalee Gutierrez 
29- Derek Koch   

2-  Pastor & Melanie Sommerer 
15– Raoul & Anita Reinertsen  
19– Derek & Leah Koch  
21– Mitch & Lindsay Jacobs 
29– Theresa & Gerald Clark 

In Our Prayers 
 

Health concerns: 
Joyce Wolfe             Dan Brackett            
Theresa Clark           Fern Harding                   
Anita Reinertsen            Mina Montgomery                  
Janalee Gutierrez                 Mitch Jacobs      
Rachel Macek                  David Beversdorf        
 
Frederick Larner at Woodridge    
Eva Jean– Ruth’s sister 
Stephanie, Theresa Clark’s daughter 
Beth Wells, Shari Meeker’s mother 
Janet, Bob Donley’s sister in law 
   
 
 Others:  
Our students as they return to school 
Pastor Meeker, Deaconess Lorna, the Kenya  
 Mission 
Our Armed Forces: Sgt Kaleb Karssen 

9-4 Micah Sommerer 
9-9 Charles III Carlson 
9-9 Jana Carlson 
9-9 Mason Carlson 
9-16 Tony Robertson 
9-28 Ava Kersh 
9-28 Emmie Kersh 
9-28 Isabel Kersh 
9-28 Jacie Kersh 
9-28  Jason Kersh 
9-28 Sherry Kersh 
9-28 Daenerys Wells 
9-30 Fern Harding 
9-30 Leah Koch 

Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be 

saved. Mark 16:16a 

Happy Birthday 

Baptism Birthdays 

Happy Anniversary 



Preschool News 
 

 Preschool staff have been busily working on cleaning, organizing and 
planning for the 22-23 school year. We are happy to be back!  
 Orientation meetings were held Aug 22 and 23. It was great seeing   
returning families and meeting new ones! All classes are full and school   
begins Sept. 1st.  
 Thank you for your Birdies for Charity donations! All funds will go into 
the Playground Equipment Fund.  
 Please keep us in your prayers as we begin our school year sharing 
Jesus’ love with His little ones!  

 The Lutheran Church– Missouri Synod gathers around the “Making Disciples for 
Life” triennium theme. Historically and presently, Lutheran schools are integral to 
“Making Disciples for Life.” The theme unites Lutheran schools in worship, witness 
and life together. The text, Matthew 28:19–20, first commissioned Jesus’ disciples to 
make disciples. The theme and text together commission Lutheran schools to make    
disciples of children. Claimed as God’s children “in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (v. 19) in the waters of Baptism, children hear and learn 
God’s Word to grow as disciples for life.  
 The theme invites chapel leaders to take Lutheran school children, staff, parents 
and partners to the cross and empty tomb. Following in faith, Jesus’ disciples were 
promised eternal life: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that   
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
 “Making Disciples for Life” shares the Good News of Jesus that all who believe 
in Him will have eternal life. Lutheran schools make an eternal difference. “Making 
Disciples for Life” also emphasizes that every aspect of life in Lutheran schools focuses 
on learning and living as disciples of Jesus.  Lutheran school disciples also follow Jesus 
from the school to the home and community. The mission outreach of Lutheran schools 
brings opportunities to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). Jesus’ commission 
concludes with His promise: “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 
28:20). We rejoice that, through His Word, He    continues to dwell 
with disciples as they gather for worship. 
  
 Dear Jesus, thank You for calling us to be Your disciples. 
Bless us as we listen to Your Word in our classrooms, chapel  
services, Sunday worship and other times and places as our pastors, 
teachers and parents share Your Word with us. Bless us as we     
follow as Your disciples during this school year and for life. Amen.  



LWML 
 

Will meet on Thursday Sept. 5th at 12:30pm at church before  
carpooling and traveling out to Janalee’s apartment in Oneida.  

Be sure to bring your teacup!  
 

Janalee will have the topic and Lori will be the hostess.  
Roll call is your favorite class in high school. Bring you mighty mites!  

 
Please contact JoAnn at 299-0600 if you have any questions.  

Confirmation Class (grades 6-8) and  
Midweek Classes (Grades 2-5, for those who read well)  

 
Will begin on Wednesday evenings  Sept. 7th!  

 
Midweek class will meet from 4-5pm and  

Confirmation class will meet  
with a time (to be determined). 

 
Pastor is holding a Confirmation Informational Meeting on  
Aug. 31st @ 6pm. If you have a confirmation student, please plan to attend! 

What is Marriage? How do Christians go about it?  
Pick up a copy of Pastor’s guide for Christian marriage on the entryway 
table. Living in sexual sin isn’t just “the way things are.” The Bible  
teaches it’s damning. Don’t wait and let deviant college professors  
indoctrinate your kids. Talk to them very young about searching for a 
Christian spouse and marrying according to God’s will.  

Knox County Right to Life  
7x7x7 Prayer  7:00 a.m.  7:00 p.m. 7 words: Lord, please, stop abortion in this 

country.  
 

Sept meeting: Sept. 13th at Corpus Christi Church (273 S Prairie St.) in the 
McAteer Center at 7pm.  

 
Right to Life Essay Contest runs Sept 1st -Sept 30th. Students 

may submit an essay: Now that Roe has been overturned, what can 
we do to foster a culture of Life? More information on the bulletin 

board.  
 

Christmas Ornaments are available for pre-order through Sept 
25th. Order forms are on the entryway table.  



Upcoming at CILCA    (cilca.org)  

 
• Sunday, Sept. 4th : Annual Chicken Dinner & Auction: Delicious 

fried chicken, great auction items, and a whole weekend of fun & 
games! 

 
• Saturday, Sept 17th: Act Like Men Shooting Retreat. Take aim with 

target shooting and enjoy some talking time about responsibility, 
strength and discipline. A Bible Study will focus on what it means o 
be a man in an increasingly confused society.  

 
• Friday, Sept/ 23rd: Whippoorwill Golf Outing : at Hickory Point in Forsyth, IL. Sponsored 

by Lutheran Legacy Foundation 
 
• Saturday, Oct. 1st: G.R.I.T. Run– a 5K race for the bravest of souls! Narrow trails, steep 

hills, creek bed crossings, scenic vies and stairs. Want a challenge?  
 
• Saturday, Nov. 12th: Act Like Men Work Day. Camp Cilca needs men to help with numer-

ous projects.  

College addresses needed!  
If you have a child heading off to college this year– please let the     
office know their school address (and email if possible)!  
 
We would love to send them encouragement and church newsletters 
through out the year, and LWML will be sending college care         
packages in October!  

Rock Island Circuit Youth Group 
 
Mark your calendars - regular meetings resume on Sunday, September 11th.  All youth (7th 
grade thru High School) from all churches in the Rock Island Circuit are welcome to at-
tend.  Meetings are every Sunday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 3300 
24th Street, Rock Island.  First hour - youth meet with Pastor Astrowski for a devotion fol-
lowed by a discussion on Apologetics (learning to defend the faith).  Second hour - youth 
gather in the fellowship hall and gymnasium with our Youth Leaders for activities, games and 
snacks.  Make sure to bring your friends.  Remember to wear comfortable clothes and shoes 
and for the activity hour.  Please park and enter the church building on the west side.  Contin-
ue to watch the newsletter and bulletin for upcoming fall events.  For any 
questions, please contact Kathy Welch at 309-714-5491. 

2022 Lutherans For Life National Conference 
 “Blessed for Life”  October 21-22  

Hosted at the Holiday inn Hotel & Conference Center  
(226 17th St., Rock Island) 

For more information and to register visit  lutheransforlife.org 



LCMS Stewardship Ministry– September 2022 
What is Stewardship? 
 
 What is a steward? Most people, when asked this question, will reply: “A manager.” That is 
correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does 
not belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property on 
the owner’s behalf.                                                                                                    
 We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs 
to Him. For we have brought nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of it (1 Tim. 
6:7). Everything that we have and everything that we are comes from God’s fatherly Divine    
goodness and mercy. God is the owner. Not only because, as the Creator, He created all things. But 
also, as the Redeemer, He has redeemed, that is, purchased and won all things. It all, therefore,    
belongs to Him. 
 We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in 
charge of managing what belongs to God. What a privilege. Think about that for a minute. The     
all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage His possessions on His behalf here 
on earth. And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants 
us to give our input and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed. 
 What a responsibility. For to whom much is given, much shall be required (Luke 12:48). We 
are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what He 
wants done with it. That means we need to know what His desire and will for His property is.  
 How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God? We find the will of 
God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will for all His gifts are to be used. He tells us how 
we are to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our minds, 
bodies, and souls.  
 There is nothing that we have that doesn’t belong to Him. “Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 
for you were bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). He informs us of the big picture, the           
overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – His managers and custodians – of His property 
are to do the managing.  
 And that is what stewardship is. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He 
has given us. As St. Paul said: “Do not present your members to sin as instruments for                 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13). So, let’s dive into the 
God’s Word and listen to what the owner desires from His stewards. 

Sign language classes are here again!   
Word of God Lutheran Church for the Deaf will offer free beginning sign 
language classes on Tuesday evenings, 7:30-8:30 pm, at St. Matthew Luther-
an Church, 115 W. 12th Ave., Milan, Illinois.  The emphasis will be on con-
versational sign language.  Classes will run ten weeks, from Sept. 13 – Nov. 
15, and are open to the entire community.  Pre-registration is not re-
quired.  For more information, please call Rev. Tim Eckert, 563-359-7105, or 
e-mail him at DeafLutheran@q.com 

Hats of Love 
 

Will meet on Sept. 27th at 3:00 p.m. Contact Rose with any questions. 

mailto:DeafLutheran@q.com


“The apostles returned to Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught.  And He said 
to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.”  Mark 6:30-31 

 
 I pray that your summer has given you at least a little time to rest and relax.  It’s so sad 
to see summer pass so quickly, but that’s how life goes!  I thought about the above passage 
when I read it recently… and I thought how sometimes we almost feel guilty for taking time 
to relax… or we refuse to take time for recreation (vacations) because we feel ourselves 
somehow indispensable.   
 So many competing responsibilities vie for our attention from day to day, that it can be 
easy to forget to take time to recharge.  When our batteries get low, our families suffer, work 
suffers, sleep suffers, general contentment and peace in life suffers.  It’s as though we imag-
ine ourselves doing God a great service by running ourselves into the ground.  God calls us to 
labor for His Kingdom… but Jesus understood how badly the disciples needed a break to be 
with Him – and to be away from the constant, crushing crowds. 
 Nowadays, our lives are awfully congested…  Time-saving tools, like computers, smart 
phones, etc, don’t make life simpler.  They have a way of enslaving us to being available 
100% of the time… to always needing to be plugged in… to never being alone with God, for 
ourselves and with our families.  Usually the first casualty of an over-busy schedule is wor-
ship.  How often do I hear: Sunday is my day to sleep in; my day to mow lawn; my day to get 
away.  But that only begins a vicious cycle, because in not hearing the Word, we are missing 
the One who is the Refuge of the Weary, the One who said, “Come to Me, you who are weary 
and heavy-burdened; and I will give you rest.” 
 If your life is that busy, skipping church won’t help; it’ll actually keep you from meet-
ing the goal of recharging the batteries, because you’re starving your soul.  Rather, I’d sug-
gest re-examining the priorities, setting aside the Divine Service as first, then family, then 
work, etc.  I think in simply seeing Divine Service as a positive time to be in the Word and 
prayer – to have the phone off – no work to accomplish; to let God do what He promises to do 
in His Word and Sacraments – forgive our sins and strengthen and renew us in faith and life.  
Then we can begin to receive God’s strength to bear the other challenges of life.   
 And once you’ve re-established the priorities of your home and life around the “one 
thing needful” (Luke10:38-42), I’m certain that God will bring joy and Divine aid to carry 
you through the week.  All that said – keeping God first in your life – also realize that it’s 
healthy to rest sometimes.  The world can get by without you.  You’ll find yourself much 
more able to serve God and family and neighbor joyfully if you don’t wear yourself to a fraz-
zle. 
 Often you don’t get this right; Neither do I.  Only one could be on the job 100% of the 
day, and, yet, pray through the long evenings.  Jesus lived perfectly for you.  He loves you.  
His strength embraces you in your weakness.  Whether you’re on the job or catching a nap on 
your couch, you belong to Him… and in Him you find your true joy and strength.  Pray 
God’s Holy Spirit to give you wisdom to order your life and refresh your hope and know that 
God is faithful to you yesterday, today and forever.   
 
 Dear Jesus, thank you for all the vocations that you call me to serve you and live 
for you and for my neighbor.  And thank you for days of rest and refreshment, and for 
your Word that gives me life.  Help me to enjoy my labor and be refreshed by down 
times.  In labor and in rest, encourage me by Your Word.  Amen.  
 Pastor Steve Sommerer  


