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July 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Leah’s summer 
office hours 
Mon, Wed, Fri 
8:30-12 

    1 2 

3  Rev. Bud Hagen 
8:45am 

Bible Class/Sunday 
School 
10am 

Worship Service 
11:30am  

Elders Meeting 

4 
 

Office closed 

5 6 7 
 

12pm 
LWML 
Potluck 

8 
 
Youth leave 

for NYG 

9 
 

 

10 
8:45am 

Bible Class/Sunday 
School 
10am 

Worship Service 

11 
Pastors day off 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 
8:45am 

Bible Class/Sunday 
School 
10am 

Worship Service 

18 
 

19 20 21 22 23 
 

8am-1pm 
Rummage Sale 

24  
          8:45am 
Bible Class/Sunday 

School 
10am 

Worship Service 
11:30am 

Voters Meeting 

25 
Pastors day off 

26 
3pm 

Hats of Love 

27 28 29 30 

31 
8:45am 

Bible Class/Sunday 
School 
10am 

Worship Service 

      

  N  a   t  i  o   n  a  l      Y  o  u  t  h     G a t h e r in g —  H  o  u  s t  o n,    TX 

   Y  o u t h    G at h e r I n g  

C I D    D i s t r i c t    C o n v e n t i o n 



Attendance for the month of  
June 

 

 Date          Worship     Communion  
 6/5     70   63 
 6/12     71   57  
 6/19     84   68 
 6/26     75   56 

11– Keith & Evelyn England  
12– Dean & Darla Westergreen 
21-  Mark & Shari Meeker 
24-  Dale & Donna Bolin 
30-  Bob & Karen Ramage  

In Our Prayers 
Health concerns: 
Joyce Wolfe               Dan Brackett            
Debra Hughes              Missy Montgomery               
Theresa Clark            Fern Harding            
Rose Morris                           William Burkhardt                  
Louis Linnenburger           Anita Reinertsen             
Mina Montgomery                  Janalee Gutierrez                 
Mitch Jacobs            Mark Havens                    
Rachel Macek                    Sophia Sebben                 
Jen Baughman           Christopher Clark        
 
Eric McCaugherty– Dale & Donna Bolin’s grandson 
Nelly Clark and baby– for a safe delivery 
Mary, sister of Rachel Macek    
Pat, Joann & Mina’s friend            
Frederick Larner at Woodridge    
Eva Jean– Ruth’s sister 
   
 Others:  
Pastor Meeker, Deaconess Lorna, the Kenya Mission 
Our Armed Forces: Jacie Kersh, Cpl Kaleb Karssen 

Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be 

saved. Mark 16:16a 

Happy Birthday 

Baptism Birthdays 

Happy Anniversary 

2– Shelly Harding 
7-  Richard Stine 
7-  Karen Ramage  
7-  Glenemay Gustavus 
8-  Montana Bernett 
8-  David Whittle 
9– Louis Linnenburger 
12- Genevieve England  
12- Jules Henry  
12- Lucas Knussman 
13- Ezra Sommerer  
19- Gary Peterson  
20- Ruth Robertson 
22– Mike Martinie 
23– Debra Hughes 
27- Jana Carlson 
31- Jeanie Whittle 

7-1 Fred McGunnigal 
7-3 Nancy Lindberg 
7-9 Joshua Peterson 
7-26 Ezra Sommerer 
7-27 Owen Wolfe 



 Mt. Calvary Annual Rummage Sale  
will be Saturday, July 23rd from 8am-1pm!   
Donations will be taken from July 10th to July 21st!  

Please make sure your donations are clean,  
usable and in good repair!!  

 We will need volunteers to help that day and also to 
help load and transport remaining goods to Goodwill 
following the sale. Please let Leah or Shelly know if 
you will be able to help! All help will be appreciated!!     

 
God Bless America!  

Have a happy, fun and safe 4th of July! 
 

Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we re-
member Your generosity and constantly do You will. Bless our land with honest  
industry, truthful    education, and an honorable way of life. Save from violence, 

discord and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of ac-
tion. Grant that we, who came from many nations with many different languages, 

may become a united people. Support us in defending our liberties, and give those 
to whom we have  entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that 
there may be     justice and peace in out land. When times are prosperous, may 

our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

LWML will meet on July 7th for their summer potluck 
meal at church at 12:00pm.  

Bring a dish to pass, and family is welcome!   

CIF is making pies again this fall and would love it if you would think about 
them as you have extra fruit this summer! 

 
If you need help figuring out how to prep the fruit please let us 

know! Or you can drop it off at church and have us prep it!  

We will have our voter’s meeting on July 24th after church. 
Come join us for lunch and hear what is  

going on with our church! 



LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter article – July 2022 
New Testament Standard Giving 

 

 Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to 

the question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such ques-

tions vary also.  

 Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though as Lu-

therans, we know that we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ 

substitutionary atonement. Yet the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we 

do. 

 Take for example the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler re-

sponds by indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one 

thing: He must sell all that he has and give it to the poor and then follow him. This rich, young ruler 

went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions.  

 Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that 

intensifies the duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it im-

possible to win God’s favor by their works. 

 But to those who genuinely desire to know what their duty is, as Christians, in the arena of 

giving, we look to the Bible for our answer. We believe that the Bible is the Word of God. And we 

know that the Word of God has been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 

every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

 So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the 

Bible say about how much we should give and to whom?” 

 The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe, 

that is 10 percent, of the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. 

This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the people: 

 “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And be-

fore the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you 

shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd 

and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for 

you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because 

the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then 

you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the 

Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine 

or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your 

God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within 

your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you.  

 “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the 

same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or in-

heritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your 

towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work 



A great big THANK YOU to all who volunteered,   
donated, or helped with VBS. We were able to share 

God’s love and all his impossible works with 60 kids 
over the week! Our volunteers were amazing and we 

were very blessed to have you all work so hard. 
 

We were able to collect diapers, wipes, burp cloths, towels,    
bottles,  blankets and over $850 for the  

Women’s Pregnancy Center during the week of VBS also! 
 

God has richly blessed us, and through us– many babies and mamas too!     

Mark your calendars!  
 

Mt. Calvary Evangelism will host a community–wide  

Ice Cream Social  
on Saturday, August 13th from 2-5pm on the front lawn.  

 
A Gospel sing with guests will be the entertainment  

for the afternoon.  
 

Please be sure to join us and invite your neighbors!   

of your hands that you do.” (Deuteronomy 14:22–29) 

    This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly 

by calling it a tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at Corinth this: We are to give to the church 

regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 

Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 

eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 

8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel 

should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did. 

 This our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us 

rich in Him – blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we also have been so blessed to follow 

the example of our Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless 

others with the same.  

 If we have been lax in this, let us – like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him en-
dured the cross and scorned its shame – likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giv-
ing of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s giving to us. And let us do so not be-
grudgingly, but for the joy set before us—with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love—
to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care.  

Stewardship   continued... 



(Continued from last month’s newsletter - - What Is the Church?) 
 

Why do we care so much that people should come or not come to church?  Can’t they have it 
all through faith anyway?  Simply said, the Church is that outside of which there is no salvation.  
There is no Gospel in my Lazy Boy, there is Gospel in the Church.  Thus, rejecting God’s Word and 
Sacraments is to reject Christ and damn oneself.  My faith is personal, that is, it’s mine, but no Spirit-
given faith is ever private.  Faith grows from the Gospel purely preached and purely taught.  So Paul 
says in Romans 10:  “Faith comes through hearing.”     
 The Church is defined not by ambiguous sentiment or fleeting emotions, but by the content of 
the gifts – that which is proclaimed and shared.  One ought look nowhere else.  The Church is defined 
by the Giver and His gifts, by what Christ continues to proclaim in our midst and by what He gives 
into our lips. These Lutherans have called the “marks of the Church” – the purely preached Gospel 
and the Sacraments administered according to Christ’s institution. 
 If this is what defines the baptized as Church, it follows that fellowship (in worship services) 
must be fellowship in what makes us Church.  Fellowship (beyond the charity that exists between in-
dividuals) cannot be determined by what goes on in the heart, because only God knows that.  Ecu-
menical efforts that don’t first agree on the content of the Gospel are not “churchly.”  They may be 
well-intentioned, but they always involve a down-playing or ignoring of the doctrine of the faith.  

For example, Lutherans believe that God gives birth to Christians and to the Church 
(1Cor.12:13; John 3:3f; Titus 3:5f) in Baptism and the preaching of His Word.  There are sincere 
Christians whose churches have taught them that Baptism is their work and bestows nothing.  To have 
fellowship in Word and Sacrament with one who denies God’s faith-bestowing work in Baptism will 
demand we either ignore what God uses to create His Church – Baptism – or the two pastors will 
simply contradict one another.  This fellowship is neither pleasing to God (as it downplays that 
blessed gift by which God calls us into His Church), nor is it honest with those involved.  While we 
may rejoice in the Christian confession of others, honesty compels us to seek agreement in teaching 
through church dialogue and to pray for the day when we may truly be one in teaching and confes-
sion.  This must be done in a spirit of humility and love, not in condescension.   
 Upon what will churches base their fellowship?  If it is to be Confessional fellowship, it will be 
based upon the purely proclaimed Gospel and the Sacraments according to Christ’s institution.  
Church fellowship, that is fellowship in Word and Sacrament with those who don’t share the same 
teaching is fellowship in a lie meant to make everyone feel good.  Whereas, we ought all repent and 
honestly work toward truth.  Where we can’t be true to Jesus “avoid false teaching; hold to my teach-
ing; teach all things I have commanded”, we can’t join.  We don’t belong there.  Our abstention is in 
love for Jesus’ truth and teaching, and it’s love for the neighbor whom we are silently admonishing 
not to walk in false teaching and error.  You need never apologize for standing up for something 
(some may find it refreshing).  

If Lutherans are unwilling themselves to understand or explain the reason behind our conscien-
tious decisions on church fellowship issues, we’re not surprised that other Christians say, “They’re 
stubborn” instead of saying “Wow!  Finally a Church that really believes in something.  They’re prin-
cipled.”  Put yourself in a place where you can understand what your church believes beyond the 
most superficial level.  Join in Bible class.  Be in the Word.  Check out a copy of the Lutheran Con-
fessions from the Church library to read on your own.  Ask me questions if you have them.  I think 
you can safely imagine that there is actually a reason behind everything we do, beyond meanness.   

Accommodation is always the fuel that powers false doctrine.  Were Christians not content to 
join superficially, perhaps there would be stronger motivation to seek the unbreakable bond of fellow-
ship in the pure Gospel.  Only this approach removes the scandal of denominationalism within Chris-
tianity, because only this approach takes seriously the need to speak with one voice, not symbolically, 
but in what is confessed. 
   



Our youth will be leaving for Houston, Texas on July 8th and will return on July 14th.   
We pray that God watches over them as they travel, that they have a wonderful time 
meeting and worshiping  with other LCMS youth, and learning more about God and 

His amazing love.  

Ultimately, God will render final judgment on all these questions.  The course that the Scrip-
tures set for us is one of single-minded dedication to the pure preaching of the Gospel and ad-
ministration of the gifts.  Finally, only these bring us God’s Kingdom and create the Church.  
And this Kingdom is that toward which the Church’s heart is always longing.  In her preaching 
and in the Sacraments the Church ushers in God’s Kingdom and longs for its fulfillment.  To 
borrow a phrase from a sainted synodical president:  “Get it (the message) straight, Missouri!  
Get it out, Missouri!”   

St. John’s Revelation gives us the pattern for the Church of all times.  After stern warn-
ing not to depart from the words of this book in any way, but to exalt them and center her life 
on them, the Savior promises, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  To which the Church of all ages must 
reply:  “Amen.  Come Lord Jesus.”  We must diligently pray for “the whole people of God in 
Christ Jesus” boldly speaking the good news of the resurrection while time remains.   

“Amen.  Come Lord Jesus.”    Pastor Steve Sommerer 

What is the Church   continued... 

On July 29, 1962, our current sanctuary was dedicated. We will   
celebrate 60 years of worship this month and praise be to God for 

His great mercy and love! 
 

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in 
Christ You have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your      

Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation so 
that all who hear it ma receive the gift of salvation;               

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the list’ning skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of faith that the dark past has taught us; 
Sing a song full of hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won.  

Lift Every Voice and Sing 
LSB 964 v. 1 


