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June 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5:30pm 

VBS work 
night 

 

2 
1pm 

LWML 

3 
 
 
Office Closed 

4 
 

VBS  
registration 

closes!  

5       8:45am 
Bible Class/

Sunday School 
10am 

Worship Service 
11:30am Elders 

 
Rev. Hagen 
preaching 

6 7 8 
5:30pm 

VBS work 
night  

 
6pm 

Building  
Committee  

9 10 11 
 

10am 
VBS prep  

 

12 
8:45am 

Graduate  
Breakfast 

 
10am 

Worship Service 

13 14 
 

5:30pm 
Council  

15 
 

5:30pm 
VBS work 

night 

16 17 18 
 

10am  
VBS prep 

19 
Happy Father’s 

Day!  
 

8:45am 
Father’s Brunch 

10am 
Worship Service 
3pm VBS prep 

20 
 

5:15pm  
Dinner 

6-8:15pm 
VBS Program 

21 
 

5:15pm  
Dinner 

6-8:15pm 
VBS Program 

22 
 

5:15pm  
Dinner 

6-8:15pm 
VBS Program 

23 
 

5:15pm  
Dinner 

6-8:15pm 
VBS Program 

24 
 

5:15pm  
Dinner 

6-8:15pm 
VBS Program 

25 

26 
8:45am 

Bible Class/
Sunday School 

10am 
Worship Service 

27 28 
 

3pm 
Hats of Love 

 
Voting Day! 

29 30   



 

 

Attendance for the month of  
May 

 

 Date          Worship     Communion  
 5/1      77   62 
 5/8      87   64 
 5/15      77   54 
 5/22      79   59   
 5/29 

1-  Mason Carlson 
1-  Tony Robertson 
1– Jennifer Teske  
9–  Pastor Sommerer 
10- Michael Bird  
10- Sara Teske  
10– Joshua Peterson 
13-  Gabriella Marshall 
16-  Jordan Donnelly 
19-  William Burkhardt 
23– Glenda Waterfield 
23-  Brandie Donley  
25-  Aaron Kugler  
26-  Joann Folger 
26– Gwendolyn England 
27-  Janet Laugesen 
28-  Sherry Kersh  
29-  Diane Teske  
29– Natalie Cansino 

1–   Brad & Jennifer DeWolfe 
5–   Brett & Diane Teske  
12-  Marc & Lori Kugler  
14-  Brett & Lisa Wolfe 
15-  Kevin & Lori Engel  
17– Christopher & Nelly Clark 
18-  Steve & Jennifer Baughman 
18-  Mark & Wendy Havens 
27–  Les & DeEtte Lindsey 

In Our Prayers 
Health concerns: 
Joyce Wolfe            Dan Brackett           
Missy Montgomery                Theresa Clark    
Fern Harding                     Debra Hughes 
Rose Morris                        William Burkhardt        
Mark Havens                Louis Linnenburger  
Anita Reinertsen            Mina Montgomery          
Janalee Gutierrez                 Mitch Jacobs                 
 Rachel Macek                   Sophia Sebben          
Jen Baughman          Lori Kugler 
  
Mary, sister of Rachel Macek    
Pat, Joann & Mina’s friend            
Frederick Larner at Woodridge    
Eva Jean– Ruth’s sister  
  
 Others:  
Pastor Meeker, Deaconess Lorna, the Kenya Mission 
Our Armed Forces: Jacie Kersh, Cpl Kaleb Karssen 

Whoever believes and 

is baptized will be 

saved. Mark 16:16a 

Happy Birthday 

Baptism  Birthdays 

Happy  Anniversary 

 Glenda Waterfield 
 
6-13 Gabriella Marshall 
6-15 Brent Bernett 
6-19 Aaron Kugler 
6-26 Mina Montgomery 



 

 

VBS IS HAPPENING June 20-24! 
God’s Wonder Lab– Jesus does the Impossible.  

 
Registration closes on June 4th–  

so make sure your children, grandchildren and  
neighbor kids are signed up before the deadline!  

 
We are in need of volunteers if you are able to help!  

Please talk to Lori Kugler or Leah in the office!  
 

**We do need all volunteers to complete their  
mandated reporter training before VBS!  

Stewardship News 
 Rummage Sale will be coming Saturday, July 23rd!!  

Donation drop-offs will be accepted Monday, July 18th thru  
Thursday, July 21st. All items need to be clean and in good condition. 

We are NOT accepting adult clothing this year.  
  We will need volunteers to help. All help is appreciated!!     

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

A blessed Father’s Day!  
We are thankful for our fathers showing us the Christian way.  

               New office hours for the summer! 
Starting Monday, June 6th: Leah will be in the office Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 8:30am to 12 noon. If you leave a 

 message she will get back to you on the next business day.  
If you need assistance faster, you can call the office to see if 

 Pastor is in, or contact Pastor on his cell phone at 618-444-7055.   

Have you used your Thrivent action teams this year? As a Thrivent member-  You 
get 2 each year, which is $500 total ($250 each time) that can be used for just 
about anything church or community related: fundraiser, service or educational 
event! If you need help, have questions or want to  
apply for an action team– Leah can help you in  
the office!!!  

The office will be closed Friday, June 3rd: Leah is out of town.  
Pastor (and family) will  also be gone June 4-5.   



 

 
Knox County Right to Life  

    7x7x7 Prayer 7:00 a.m.  7:00 p.m. 7 words: Lord, please, stop abortion in this country.  
 

The June Meeting will be on Tuesday, June 14th (7pm) at First Church of the Open Bible,  
521 W Losey St.  

LCMS Stewardship—June 2022  :   What Do You Have That You Have Not Received? 
 
 Some of the disciples of John the Baptist were questioning him about the baptism and preaching 
of Jesus. John the Baptist replies to their questions in this way: “A person cannot receive even one 
thing unless it is given him from heaven” (John 3:27). 
 Now, John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are from  
heaven. But this statement is true of everything – everything that we have and are in body and soul. In 
fact, this is what we are taught in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 In the explanation of the Creed’s First Article, we learn that God has made us and everything in 
the universe. Luther says: 

“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 
senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house 
and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with 
all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and 
protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy,  
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 
obey Him.” 

In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself, taking 
the form of a servant. Luther writes:  

“(Jesus) has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He 
is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.” 

In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, did are 
given to us through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. Luther explains: 

“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 
but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and 
kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian 
church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He 
will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.” 

 
 Indeed, a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. But how easy 
is this for us to forget about this?  
 How easy is it for us to think that what we have in this life is because we have earned it? How 
easy is it for us to forget that even all our skills, the abilities of our hands and minds – the very ethic to 
work diligently and to seek to get better at these skills – is given to us from heaven, just as John the 
Baptist said? How easy is it for us to forget that it is Christ alone – and the work of the Holy Spirit – 
that reveals His salvation to us, delivers it to us, and not our doing?  
 Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving into God’s Holy Word, and for 
praying without ceasing. But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven, not to earn  
anything but in response to what He has accomplished for us. 
 A person cannot receive one thing unless it is given to him from heaven. Everything we have, 
and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in heaven. Let us then respond in 
thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks us to – with a first-fruits, generous proportion offering of 
what He has given to us. 



 

 

Congratulations to all our Graduates! 
 
Galesburg High School 
Kyle Engel– plans to attend Carl Sandburg College to major in 
welding 
 
Ava Kersh– plans to attend Carl Sandburg College studying nursing 
 
Isabel Kersh– plans to attend Carl Sandburg College, undecided in field of study 
 
Abingdon-Avon 
Sara Teske– undecided on future plans 
 
Galesburg Christian School 
Clark Bernett– plans to attend Grand Canyon University to major in sports 
broadcasting  
 
Illinois State University 
Montana Bernett– Bachelors of Science in Integrated Marketing Communication. 
Will be working at G&M Distributors in marketing. 
 
University of Wisconsin– LaCrosse 
Heidi Baughman– Masters in Therapeutic Recreation. Currently applying for jobs 

Join us June 12th during Bible Class hour for a Graduate Breakfast–  
celebrating our graduates and all that they have accomplished!  

Breakfast will be served and a basket for each graduate  
will be available for your cards/gifts.  

LWML will meet Thursday, June 2nd at 1pm.  
Roll call will be the church you were baptized in, 

 Ruth has the topic and Janalee is the hostess.  

Hats of Love will meet Tuesday, June 28th at 3pm.  
Thank you to all who continue to help us spread  

God’s love to our neighbors!  

IL Voter’s Guides– provided by the Illinois Family Institute are available on 
the entryway table. These guides give you the information on those run-
ning of office and where they stand on important issues. Feel free to take 
several and share them with your friends and neighbors! If you aren’t able 
to come to church and get one– talk to Leah and she will get one to you!  



 

 

“I believe… In One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church…”(Nicene Creed) 
“It is also taught that at all times there must be and remain one holy, Christian church.  It is 

the assembly of believers among whom the Gospel is purely preached and the holy Sacraments are 
administered according to the Gospel.” (Augburg Confession, VII) 

“…the Christian church is properly speaking, nothing else than the assembly of all believers 
and saints…” (Augsburg Confession, VIII) 
 
 The Church is the Holy Mother who begets and bears every Christian.1  The womb of the 
Church is the Baptismal font where Christ’s words and water do what He says they do – give new 
life. 2 Thus, the formula of the ancient church: “No one has God as his Father who doesn’t also have 
the Church as his Mother.” 
 The Church is of Divine origin and for that reason the Church is also one.  It is not merely a 
human arrangement that I may callously disregard without genuine peril for my eternal soul.  (How 
foreign the idea of having Christ without Christ’s Church!)  The Church began in the heart of God 
who elects 3 and is “called, gathered, enlightened and sanctified” by the Holy Spirit.  God is one.  
Therefore, God’s Church is one. 

 The Church being of Divine origin is also then holy 4, as the One who calls us to the Church is 
holy.  The holiness of the Church comes from the cleansing power of Christ’s atoning sacrifice.  The 
Psalmist wrote:  “Blessed is the one whose sins the Lord does not count against Him.”  The Pauline 
corpus bears witness to this holiness by addressing what appear to be manifestly un-holy assemblies 
as “saints.” 5 Christ became sin for us, that we might be seen through His cleansing blood.   

This real (not pretend) imputed righteousness finds expression in the Baptismal liturgy in the 
bestowal of the Baptismal garment.  Our righteousness is not our own, it comes from Christ as a gift.  
The funeral pall for Christians is the end of life equivalent of the Baptismal garment or Christening 
robe.  The funeral pall symbolizes that the deceased lives in righteousness and holiness with Jesus 
because he/she already died and rose with Him in Baptism.  The righteousness by which we stand 
before God is always Christ’s righteousness.  The Church is a communion of sinners moved to re-
pentance by the Holy Spirit and forgiven in Jesus’ blood.    
 The Church is also Catholic in the sense it “embraces all believers of all times and in all plac-
es.” 6 Luther’s Reformation was conservative in the sense that he sought no new church, but to return 
to the source of Church teaching and life – the Holy Scriptures. The Reformers were obedient in that 
they saw themselves confessing what the Church always confessed, while being rebels in renewing 
the misguided doctrine and practice of the Roman church of the middle ages.  Luther put eloquently 
his faith in the Church:  “I believe that there is on earth a holy little flock and community of pure 
saints under one head, Christ.” 7  This Catholic understanding of the Church as Universal – Militant 
and Triumphant - finds liturgical expression in the Proper Preface:  “with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven.”  G.K. Chesterton wrote:  “The Church is the only true democracy – 
she’s the only one who doesn’t disenfranchise her dead.”  

 The Church is Apostolic.  Lutheran theologian Herman Sasse wrote:  “The genuine succession 
of the apostles is that which lives by the pure proclamation of the Gospel and celebration of the Sac-
raments, and not by the myth of an unbroken chain of consecrations going all the way back to the 
apostles.” 
 The Church is the “pillar and foundation of the truth.” 8 It is that into which we have all been 
baptized. 9  It is not invisible, but as Luther put it- hidden. It is not the fellowship of people who feel 
similarly, though one hopes they do.   Most importantly, the Church is where the incarnate Christ en-
ters time and space and gives what only the Almighty God can give.  The Church is composed of 
sheep who follow One Shepherd.  The Church is the one that listens only to the Shepherd’s voice. 



 

 

 The Church is not two - one church gathered around Word and Sacrament, the other 
TRUE CHURCH an invisible community of faith.  In that scheme, the assembled congregation 
becomes the place we gather for our pep talk, but the real work is going on inside my heart.  
From ancient Israel throughout the New Testament Church, the Church has always been defined 
by something other than my feelings - the God who lives and acts and speaks and bestows in 
our midst.  God does not call us to actualize the Church by our strivings, so much as to speak 
our “amen” to the gifts that He wants to bestow.  As God works in us through His gifts, our in-
teractions become more Christ-like, but we are never the focus, only the Giver and His gifts.  

Question:  Why do so many feel no need to be a part of the Church?  One can only guess 
that those who remove themselves from Christ and His gifts in the Word and Sacraments be-
lieve they are able to maintain their faith and salvation apart from where God promises to meet 
them.  Or they simply do not believe that the living Christ meets His people in the preaching of 
the Word and in His Sacraments.  Indeed, if one truly believed the living Christ who once hung 
on the cross and rose from the dead gave that very same body and blood into our lips, even in-
tense drowsiness would not keep them away.  It is the highest insult to God and His grace to re-
ject Jesus and the ways He promises to meet us, in favor of building our own ladder to God on 
our own terms.   

The Church has confessed for two millennia there is no salvation outside of the Church.  
(Obviously here we are not equating the LC-MS as that outside of which there is no salvation.)  
Even in churches where the Word is not taught in all its truth and purity, the Holy Spirit can still 
create and sustain faith, as long as God’s Word is still read and His Sacraments administered.  
However, error must never be excused or tolerated.  Christians do as Jude charged:  “Contend 
for the faith once delivered to the saints!” Of Christ’s Church Luther wrote:  “How could one 
ascend higher than to become a member of Christendom, which is queen and empress above 
heaven and earth, which speaks the Word and is preserved, and I come into such a communion 
when I become a Christian through faith?”       (Thoughts on What the Church Is continues next 
month.) 

 
With prayers that Christ build His Church, Pastor Steve Sommerer 

1. Cf. Revelation 12  
2. Titus 3:5;  John 3:5  
3. Eph.1:4,5;  SC, II, 3rd Article 
4. Ephesians 5:25ff 
5. 1 Corinthians 1:2 
6. To be Catholic is to be part of the universal teaching of the Church.  It is not equivalent to being Roman.  
7. LC, II, Para 51, page 437 in Kolb-Wengert. 
8. 1 Timothy 3:15  
9.     1 Corinthians 12:13 

Birdies for Charity 

 
The 2022 John Deere Classic Golf Tournament will be held  

June27– July 3. This tournament supports charitable organizations 
like Mt. Calvary Lutheran Preschool.  

All money donated for Mt. Calvary will go into the Playground Fund.  
 

**Pledge forms are available in the entryway and need to be turned 
into the office or Jeanie by June 5th! Thank you! 


