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 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

 The sermon text is from Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth.  And Hebrews 11:3  By faith, we understand that the universe was formed 

at God’s command, so that what was seen was not made out of what was visible.  This is 

our text. 

 

This summer our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in convention adopted a 

resolution affirming the belief that God created the world in 6 natural days as related in 

the book of Genesis and encouraged pastors and teachers to teach and speak of this 

foundational truth.  The necessity of preaching on creation in these early days of a new 

school year was brought home during our Church Luau when reading the story of Noah, 

children believed the events happened billions and billions of years ago. 

If I’m not yet an old country pastor, I’m an aging one, and don’t pretend or desire 

to be more.  If I use a few pictures this morning, I’ll beg your forgiveness and hope you’ll 

understand why I thought it might be helpful.  Our very visual children will see textbooks 

and elaborately produced media that preach a worldview that can be destructive to the 

faith of the unprepared.  So, I’ll say a few words about it today and hope you will talk 

with your children about some things they’ll be taught.  If you are like I am, you’ll need 

help in those conversations.  First, use God’s Word, which never misleads.  You don’t 

have to be an expert.  From baby on, remind them of how special they are to be “knit 

together by God in their mother’s womb”.  The Holy Spirit promises through that Word 

to strengthen your family, but there are also some helpful creation science groups, like 

Answers in Genesis that can help sift through the lies. 

When we read or hear things like, “Billions and billions of years ago…”, we 

aren’t dealing with scientific statements.  It is more a theological statement on the part of 

the author or speaker.  They don’t know.  No one could know.  The only one here in the 

beginning was God, and God tells us He created a perfect, mature world in 6 days.  In 

other words, I’m not trying to prove God’s 6 day creation this morning.  I believe it 

because Jesus did and He’s God, so He was there. 

There should be no true conflict between Christianity and science, because real 

science is what can be observed and tested.  But sometimes museum exhibits or text 

books and pbs shows blur the lines between what we know as fact, and their prior 

assumption God had nothing to do with it.  Young people can pursue science careers 

without compromising your faith, and I’ve certainly known brilliant people working in 

the field who believe in a young earth, thousands, not millions of years, and that God 

created the heavens and the earth in 6 days.   

I had a veterinarian tell me once you can’t work in science without grasping 

molecules to man evolution, that life in all its complexity, came from non-life.  But it’s 

not true.  Chemists working on drugs don’t need the fairy tale of billions of years to 
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observe, test and repeat.  No bridge gets stronger because its designer believed life 

climbed up from the primordial ooze.  No I-phone design depends on the Big Bang 

theory.  

A Biblical, Christian worldview makes real science possible, understanding ours 

is an orderly world, that follows certain laws which can be discerned.  True science can’t 

be possible if you believe in a random, chaotic world.  Early scientists pursued their work 

striving to learn the mystery behind God’s creative work.  As the Psalmist wrote, “The 

heavens declare the glory of God; the firmanment showeth the work of His hands.”   

In the evolutionary story, the elements collapsed into a dense, spinning 

singularity, no bigger than a period on your page, that exploded, and after cooling the 

planets and vast systems formed.  Conservation of angular momentum would lead us to 

expect if that were the case all the bodies would spin in the same direction.  [pic of merry 

go round/pic of solar system]  What we find is different.  Two planets in our own solar 

system, as well as moons, and great diversity among the galaxies. 

If you believed in a Big Bang you’d still have to account for life.  The law of 

biogenesis simply put says, “Living things come from living things.”  Biology students 

get beat over the head with the statistic 97% of our DNA is held in common with 

orangutans, but that really skips over the problem of why there’s anything living.  Yet, 

97% DNA between human and orangutans is preached as crowning proof of a common 

evolutionary ancestor.   

[show picture of 2 homes]  Both these homes were designed by renowned 

architect Frank Lloyd Wright, sharing many of his design flairs.  Both have windows, 

doors, walls, ceilings, long overhanging roof lines, precise, well-thought out design 

features widely employed in his creations.  No one believes one of the homes evolved 

from the other.  They are not evidence of a common descendent.  Hebrews 5 says, “Every 

house has a builder; the builder of all things is God.”  What these two share [show pics] 

is not an evolutionary ancestor, but a Creator God.  Adam and Eve differ from the 

orangutan in that they were created in the image of the All-Wise Designer God.     

One of the great proofs every textbook will show is this one.  [pic of Grand 

Canyon]  The theological position of modern geology is that the Grand Canyon was 

formed in the last few million years by the Colorado River carving down through the 

solid rock of the Kaibab Plateau.  If you step back a century it was commonly believed 

the Grand Canyon was formed by a lot of water in a little time.  Many early and some 

contemporary geologists believe it was formed by a massive flood.  We’d say Noah’s or 

soon after.   

The problem with the origin story for the Grand Canyon as we see it in the 

textbooks is both evolutionist and creationist believe the Kaibab Plateau was elevated 

before the canyon’s formation.  That means the Colorado River must have taken a right 

turn and went uphill through solid rock.  Which is a pretty neat trick if you can get away 

with it.  The headwaters are lower than the channel the river supposedly cut. 

Again, I’m just a farmboy who reads a little and doesn’t live in the field of 

science.  Much of what we see in the world is pretty amazing and mysterious, but 

sometimes it seems public school textbooks come up with the most fantastic, impossible 

explanations only because they refuse to consider the possibility of our Creator God.  

Here’s a picture of a fossilized sea creature found in the world’s highest mountain range, 
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the Himalayas.  God’s Word has an answer for that but the secular answer seems less 

convincing.     

We hinted earlier about the Law of Entropy, part of the 2nd Law of 

Thermodynamic.  Things tend to break down.  Evolutionists believe in a long gradual 

process of advancement and improvement and complexity, or that’s how I learned it in 

school.  The Bible teaches and we experience a world under judgment that breaks down.  

Nowadays, many favor punctuated equilibrium because the fossil record doesn’t support 

long and slow.  Frankly, some are even so flummoxed to explain the presence of life 

where there should be no life, that they theorize life was “seeded” or planted on our 

planet by alien intelligence from somewhere in the universe.  For these scientists, it’s 

clear the problem isn’t a designer, but they don’t want to be accountable to the God of 

Holy Scripture.  King David wrote, “The fool says in his heart there is no god.”  St. Paul 

said, “The requirements of the Law are written on their hearts, their consciences bearing 

witness and their thoughts accusing them.” 

Darwin was overwhelmed by the diversity of finches in the Galapogos Islands.  

He built his theory on natural selection as the engine of evolution.  Some birds [show pic] 

lived because their beaks could reach food.  Short beaks died off.  But no matter how 

many times its viewed in a textbook.  Long beak or short.  It’s still a finch.  It didn’t 

evolve an arm buy bird seed at Walmart.  Same with the gypsy moths.  [pic]  The ones 

whose color camouflaged them from predators lived, the others died.  They were moths 

before and moths after.  They didn’t evolve into Florida condo dwellers.  [pic] Same with 

dogs.  The short-leg, thin-coated ones died in the cold and thrived in the heat, but despite 

the misleading story, none of these are examples of molecules to man evolution. 

This is the Biblical worldview, and if you try you’ll see it stands up to the facts.  

God created a perfect world.  Adam and Eve were the crown of that creation made in His 

image and after His likeness.  They knew God perfectly and were righteous.  They were 

created with a free will and when tempted by the devil to question the truth of God’s 

Word, they chose to eat from the forbidden tree. 

God placed Adam and Eve and all creation under His judgment.  Death wasn’t the 

engine of evolution, but God’s judgment against sin.  From that point, what was perfect 

and good began to break down and the seeds of that Fall that brought sin and death were 

passed down from Adam and Eve to all their descendants.  That includes you and me. 

But God wasn’t content with that.  His righteous judgment against sin demanded 

death, yet in God’s mercy He chose through the seed of the woman to crush the devil’s 

head.  Galatians says, “The fullness of time had come” when God chose a young Virgin 

from King David’s line to conceive in her womb Christ the Savior. 

Just as God had once drawn a wife for Adam from his side, so from the spear-

pierced side of Jesus the Second Adam, God brought forth the Bride of Christ the 

Church.  “As in Adam all died,” Romans 5 says, “so in Christ will all be made alive.  

Through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through 

the obedience of the one Man the many will be made righteous.”  Through faith in Jesus 

Christ every son and daughter baptized into His family of faith has been joined to God’s 

eternal Son.     

You and I don’t have to live the sad, fairy tale story of molecules to man 

evolution.  If it’s true, there is no god, no afterlife, no foundation for ethical living, no 
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free will and no ultimate meaning in life.  St. Augustine said, “Ours souls are restless, O 

Lord, until they find their rest in you.” 

You were created by God to live in His family, here and for eternity.  Your body 

isn’t an evolutionary accident, it’s a baptized temple of the Holy Spirit with a certain 

purpose to glorify your Creator, and it has a certain future, because Christ lives you who 

have died and risen with Him in Holy Baptism will live forever in His Kingdom with no 

end.   

Let me close with these words from 1 Timothy 4.  Dear young people, “Have 

nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in godliness, for, 

while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way, holding 

promise for both the present life and the life to come. The saying is sure and worthy of 

full acceptance that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 

and especially of those who believe.”  Amen 

And now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

  


