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“The Lord’s Prayer” by Pastor Steve Sommerer 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost July 28
th

, 2019 

Sermon Text: Luke 11:1-13 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

 The sermon text is from Luke 12:  Jesus said, “Take care, and be on your guard 

against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” 

 

 “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  The man in our 

Gospel lesson is unnamed.  It’s not important.  Jesus answer is really a refusal to insert 

Himself into the argument between brothers over the inheritance.  There were courts for 

that.  Our holy faith isn’t a club to beat people into giving us our way.  Not when Christ 

came to call us all to an eternal, heavenly inheritance through faith.  So, Jesus doesn’t 

settle the man’s inheritance battle, but if the man listened, and if you listen, His words get 

to the heart of the problem. 

 

 Any time you put kids together and set a toy in the middle, you’ve lit a fuse.  It’s 

virtually certain that little hands will soon be clutching and clawing to pry the prize from 

the other, and crying and screaming will ensue… usually impassioned pleas to mediate 

the battle, “I want it… I want it… It’s my turn.”  Whether a toy or an inheritance, our 

corrupt natures get the best of us.  I want what’s mine, and what’s yours too, if I can get 

it!   

 

The situation doesn’t improve as we age.  Getting stuff can become our all-

consuming lust.  “Take care and be on your guard against all covetousness.”  We can 

own or possess money and homes and cars and smart phones, stocks and bonds, crops 

and fields, or we can be owned by them and enslaved to them.  Do you live for the latest 

smart phone?  Are you nagging your folks for the fancy jeans all the cool kids wear?  

Does your joy in life fluctuate with the stock market?   

 

“Be on your guard” is an interesting phrase.  It’s the same word the Holy Spirit 

used in Luke 2 to describe the Christmas shepherds in the field outside of Bethlehem 

keeping watch over their flocks by night.  A shepherd stood guard over his sheep.  A 

shepherd was on guard because predators are always prowling for an easy meal.  As 

surely as there are sheep there would be wolves prowling for a quick snack. 

 

 Jesus teaches us to be on guard against all kinds of covetousness.  To covet is the 

root of all sin… coveting is a creeping cancer that takes root in our minds and spreads 

until it consumes us with greed and anger and fears that we aren’t being treated fairly.  It 

grows into brotherly battles over kid’s toys and family battles over an inheritance.  And 

coveting is just as big a problem whether rich or poor.  Luther’s Large Catechism calls 

covetousness the most common idol (or false god) on earth.  “He who has money and 

possessions feels secure [apart from God] and is joyful and undismayed as though he 
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were sitting in the middle of Paradise.  On the other hand, he who has no money doubts 

and is despondent, as though he knew of no God.” 

 

 God forbids coveting.  He commands its opposite.  Be content.  Be content with 

what God has given you; pastors content with their congregations; congregations with 

their pastors; wives with husbands and husbands with wives; parents with children; 

workers with their jobs.  Those who learn contentment learn the secret to joy and peace.  

We learn it when we learn each day God will give our daily bread – that is everything I 

need.   

 

 Our text has two important phrases: “A man’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions… [and] So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and 

is not rich toward God.”  On the topic of money and stuff, Jesus has more to say than any 

other, because coveting is a big problem.  We all struggle to be content with what we 

have.  “No man can serve two masters,” Jesus said, “you cannot love both God and 

money.” 

 

 Be content!  Stand guard over your heart like a good shepherd chasing away the 

wolves.  Guard against the lack of trust that plunges us into despair at every loss or the 

fevered excitement until we have the newest phone or gadget.  In the book of Job we 

meet a Godly man of great wealth.  Job’s every earthly possession, even his health was 

stripped away from him, and it always strikes me that in breath-taking family loss and 

personal catastrophe, Job spoke with the voice of faith, “The Lord giveth; the Lord taketh 

away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

 

 Life’s stuff, while all are good gifts from God, can become a curse when we let 

them consume us.  Sometimes tragedy and personal loss drive people away from God in 

despair.  On the other hand, during terrible times of loss and great suffering, the church 

has grown.  Perhaps, in the midst of persecution or Great Depressions we start to 

remember the difference between temporary stuff and things that have eternal value, like 

our faith and love for Christ.  St. Paul wrote in Philippians 4, “I have learned the secret of 

contentment, whether well fed or hungry, in abundance or in need… I can do all things 

through Christ who gives me strength.”  It takes maturity to give thanks to God for what 

little we have, or for taking away what we do have, because God promises to give us all 

that we need. 

 

 All the gifts God provides are good… to receive them in faith is to be grateful for 

our family, food, nation, church, job and home – even for the crosses in our lives that 

remind us of the Savior who bore the cross before us.  We neither deserve life’s good 

things, nor are they guaranteed to us.  They are gifts.  I hope not, but you may have to 

have everything in your life stripped away before you realize that truth of God’s 

goodness, but if that’s what it takes… Blessed be the name of the Lord.  Better learn your 

lesson and be saved through faith in Jesus, than to die a beautiful corpse.   

 

 We could fill many pages of things that are good about our lives, health and 

family and on and on… but each will be taken away.  Not to be morbid; it’s simply a fact 
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that wisdom calls for us to be rich toward God.  1 Timothy 6 says, “Godliness with 

contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 

anything out.  But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.  But those 

who desire riches fall into temptation… for the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil.” 

 

 Being rich toward God is to “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness.”  Being rich toward God is to realize that our deepest and most profound 

need is the One Jesus fulfilled for us by sharing our flesh and blood and dying our death 

at Calvary’s cross.  Being rich toward God is to live as children in our Heavenly Father’s 

house, certain that Jesus has gone “to prepare a place for us in His heavenly mansions.” 

 So be on your guard… If I know anything with certainty, I know before this day 

is over, maybe even before the service is over, you and I will be back at our coveting 

ways.  The Rich Man in Jesus’ parable learned too late that the answer wasn’t eat, drink 

and be merry.   

 

 Let your life and your family and your marriage and job… let all that you have 

and hope to be or do rest in the certainty that your Savior is rich in love toward you.  Use 

God’s gifts to you this side of eternity to sow seeds that bear eternal fruit.  Be generous in 

your gifts for God’s Church and toward your neighbor.  Know that you and your eternal 

future were the dearly loved objects of His affection, such that He tasted the deepest 

depths of poverty and suffering and pain.  Burn into your hearts the beautiful promise of 

2 Corinthians 8: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 

yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become 

rich.”… eternally rich in our heavenly homes.  Amen.   

    

 And now may the peace of God which surpasses human understanding keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 


