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sharing Christ’s love through
worship, study, and service

Pastor’s Ponderings
The Summer Is comIng to an end. Labor Day Weekend Is 

upon us and Rally Sunday wIll mark the start of our 

Sunday School. It’s a tIme for us to reunIte as the Body of 

ChrIst, here at FIrst Lutheran. 

CovId was a shock to the system. It affected our schools, 

our workplaces, our vacatIons and even goIng out to eat. 

In-person worshIp was affected, as well. We saw numbers 

of In-person worshIp declIne sIgnIfIcantly even as the 

pandemIc eased, and many of us are stIll watchIng 

worshIp servIces from our lIvIng rooms Instead of comIng 

together In the sanctuary. For others, dIfferent weekend 

actIvItIes have taken the place of worshIp. And for stIll 

others, understandably, age or InfIrmIty prevents them 

from comIng to lIve worshIp.

Yet worshIp Is ultImately a communal actIvIty. It always 

has been. WhIle alone tIme Is often Important for prayer, 

reflectIon and BIble readIng, we were buIlt by God to be In 

regular fellowshIp wIth one another and worshIp the 

AlmIghty alongsIde one another. Together Is better!

Jesus’s dIscIples changed the world together. The same Is 

true for us when we take tIme each week for worshIp. We 

come together to get blessed. And, wonderfully, we end 

up beIng the blessIng. “Get the blessIng! Be the blessIng!”

We wIll be kIckIng thIngs off on Sunday, September 11th, 

wIth a bIg Rally Day. We’ll worshIp at 9:00am, featurIng the 

blessIng of our wonderful teachers and the blessIng of 

students and theIr famIlIes. 

DId you know that In-person worshIp offers us rare 

opportunItIes to dIrectly experIence God and hIs 

IncredIble love? Through prayer, sermon, musIc and beIng 

alongsIde of others who belIeve In the lIfe-savIng message 

of Jesus, we experIence the DIvIne. Let me rephrase that: 

In worshIp we encounter God. That’s the way he Intends 

It. No wonder some of you tell me that our worshIp 

servIces are the hIgh poInt of your week.

Come and be a part of WorshIp that day and show your 

support for our next generatIon and theIr famIlIes. So 

please consIder joInIng us for WorshIp In person If you are 

able, especIally If you haven’t been to lIve worshIp In a 

whIle. Reach out to those that mIght lIve near you and 

offer them a rIde to Church as transportatIon can be a 

barrIer for some. ThIs wIll be a great WorshIp servIce to 

InvIte famIly, frIends and neIghbors too.  

Plan to stay after servIce to enjoy a Rally Sunday Brunch 

In FellowshIp Hall, down staIrs. ThIs Is the perfect 

opportunIty to reconnect wIth our communIty – your 

FIrst Lutheran communIty – as together we . . . “Get the 

BlessIng and Be the BlessIng!” 

BlessIngs for the journey, Pastor Bob

September 2022



Five Minutes of Fame 

Mark your calendars, September 20th  at 6:00pm. The musIc and other entertaInment contInues at 

FIrst Lutheran Church. Don’t mIss out on some great food and entertaInment. DInner Is served 

DownstaIrs  In FellowshIp Hall at 6:00pm. MusIc and entertaInment starts at 6:45pm In our 

Sanctuary. Got a talent? Come and share It! We always have an InterestIng mIx of talents.

Men’s Coffee and Bible Study 

Men’s BIble Study meets the fIrst and thIrd 

Wednesdays of the month In the church fellowshIp 

area or on Zoom If you prefer, at 8:00 am. Last month 

we had 4 men gathered and we hope that more wIll 

joIn In Wednesday, September 7th , 2022. We wIll 

explore  Exodus 32:7-14 WhIle Moses Is on Mount 

SInaI, the people grow restless and make a golden calf 

to worshIp. Today’s readIng shows Moses as the medIator between an angry God and a sInful people. Moses remInds God 

that the IsraelItes are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. Our gospel readIng  Luke 12:32-40  Jesus 

encourages dIscIples to Invest theIr hearts and lIve fully Into God’s reIgn. Instead of facIng lIfe wIth fear, those who know 

God’s generosIty are always ready to receIve from God and to gIve to others. 

Wednesday, September 21th, we wIll study Amos 6:1a, 4-7 The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth Is a 

cause not for rejoIcIng but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share theIr wealth wIth the poor. The 

wealthy wIll be the fIrst to go Into exIle when judgment comes. Our gospel readIng Luke 16:19-31 Jesus tells a parable In 

whIch the poor one Is “lIfted up” and the rIch one Is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes It clear that thIs ethIc of mercIful 

reversal Is not new but Is as old as Moses and the prophets.

Please plan to attend and InvIte someone else along. The dIscussIon Is always fascInatIng as the Holy SpIrIt guIdes our 

thoughts and understandIng.

Pastor’s Report for July 2022

WorshIp ServIces, vIsItatIons, commIttee meetIngs, communIty commItments were attended as well as MCMA and GRO 

Board meetIngs vIa Zoom or In person. In July, I presIded over 5 Sunday worshIp servIces, and 4 Wednesday nIght WorshIp 

& PraIse ServIces all wIth Zoom and LIve Streamed on Facebook. There was an addItIonal Sunday worshIp servIce at Allure 

NursIng Home. On Sunday, we contInue to communIon at the front of the Church. Our VIdeo/MedIa technIcIans contInue to 

do a superb job of handlIng all the extra onlIne traffIc partIcularly wIth the added mId-week WorshIp & PraIse servIce. They 

also covered our remote servIce at TImber Lake. PraIse God that our musIcIans and technIcIans are steppIng up to cover the 

extra load.

ThIs month we had a CelebratIon of LIfe and MemorIal servIce for Greg BazIlewIch In whIch everyone pItched In to make thIs 

a memorable moment for frIends and famIly. Greg wIll be greatly mIssed wIthIn our congregatIon and In the communIty at 

large. We attended a dIakonIa GraduatIon and ThanksgIvIng ServIce In Rockford, for four of our folks from FIrst Lutheran: LIz 

Rath, Jo Lyn Kruse, BonnIe Schroeder and Karen DavIs. They were presented wIth GraduatIon CertIfIcates and a dIakonIa 

cross.

FIve MInutes of Fame Is back underway on the thIrd Tuesday of the month. We had a beautIful day for our ChrIstmas In July 

ServIce and Weapon of Prayer dId a fantastIc job wIth ChrIstmas musIc for that servIce. Great RIver Outreach provIded a 

delIcIous hot lunch. We had 40 people attend and everyone stayed for lunch. Body & Soul, supper and a BIble study met for 

the fourth tIme sInce the begInnIng of CovId at the Church on July 31st and It was hosted by Pat Erdmann and her dear 

frIend Nancy. ThIs monthly event wIll be held at dIfferent homes each month. It attracted 16 people for a wonderful dInner 

and InterestIng look at the upcomIng Gospel readIng. Next month’s wIll be hosted by Barb and Pastor Bob.

Our work wIth GRO on MaIn Street Is not goIng unnotIced wIthIn Carroll County thanks to your ongoIng support. ThIs 

month there were several outreach opportunItIes IncludIng Open MIc at BrIdges and GRO’s RadIo-a-Thon whIch raIsed 

$15,650 to help us In thIs Important mIssIon. I was pleased to see so many of our members volunteerIng, droppIng by and 

callIng In theIr pledge of support that Saturday mornIng.

The Cottage Bakers and the Farmers Market contInue to reach Into the communIty wIth the God’s love and spreadIng the 

Good News of Jesus ChrIst. I thank God everyday for the volunteers that help us reach those In need, our neIghbors.

8:00 AM



Secret Symbol Search Winner?

WhIle readIng FIrst Lutheran’s Monthly Newsletter has always been excItIng, we now have two new 

reasons to look forward to gettIng your copy.  There are three hIdden symbols nestled amongst 

the rest of the text.  Be one of the fIrst two readers to locate and report your fIndIngs and wIn a 

$20 gIft certIfIcate from a local busIness.  No one claImed last month’s Secret Symbol Search. ThIs 

month’s symbol Is an “s” that appears surreptItIously hIdden wIthIn a word.  Report all three words 

contaInIng the symbols and on what page each Is located.  Be one of the fIrst two to accurately 

report your fIndIngs, and a gIft certIfIcate Is yours!  Happy HuntIng!

Body & Soul Gathering

You are InvIted to DInner and a BIble Study, Sunday September 25th at 5:00pm. At the 

tIme of thIs prIntIng we are not sure who wIll be hostIng and provIdIng the maIn 

coarse, nor where It wIll be held. Please mark your calendar to reserve thIs date and watch for further announcements. 

BrIng along a sIde dIsh from the lIst below: AppetIzer, Breads, Potato or RIce dIsh, Vegetable dIsh, or Salad. Please RSVP by 

e-maIl or on the bulletIn board, wIth your sIde dIsh selectIon and who Is comIng. All are welcomed!

Wednesday Night Gathering

We invite you to take a break in your busy week to recharge your spiritual batteries and spend some 

time with family, friends and neighbors in God’s presence. We look forward to joining together, 

regardless of where you are on your journey to lift our voices toward our creator in praise and 

thanksgiving. Will we see you this Wednesday, September 7th, at 7:00pm?

Drop Off Your Weekly Offerings 

Every lIttle bIt helps us get through thIs dIffIcult perIod. Our expenses haven’t gone away. New 

envelopes are In the FellowshIp area, so drop by and pIck up yours. You can maIl In or drop off your 

offerIng envelops In the maIl slot at the back-door by the bottom of the ramp.

Open Mic at Bridges Tuesday, September 6th  at 6:00pm

Come and enjoy brats. sauerkraut and potato salad at The Table. Then move over to BrIdges for a great 

nIght of local entertaInment. But get there early so you get a good seat and some fresh brewed hot coffee. 

It’s one of the best evenIngs In Carroll County. Don’t come alone, brIng a frIend. They be glad you dId.

VOLUNTEERS MAKE THE WORLD GO ROUND! 

They also make the mIssIon of our church possIble. Our 

Ice Cream SocIal Is a perfect example. Through your efforts the communIty 

and others are cared for. EvangelIsm projects and programs are successful 

because members and frIends of FIrst Lutheran freely offer theIr tIme, 

talents, and fInancIal resources. Contrary to what you mIght thInk, the 

fInancIal requIrements for our events are not nearly as great of a hurdle to 

cross as the need for volunteers.

WhIle we routInely have plenty of volunteers to get the job done, If you look 

carefully, you'll notIce that It's mostly the same people doIng the majorIty of 

the volunteerIng. So, rather than rIsk a severe bout of volunteer burnout, 

we need to recruIt some new talent. 

You don't have to look too deep down InsIde yourself to fInd some talent 

that you could share for the benefIt of our church's mIssIon. You don't have 

to sIgn up for a commIttee (That often seems lIke a lIfe-tIme commItment!), 

but maybe just for a sIngle event. Who knows, you mIght enjoy It and 

decIde to come back and do It agaIn on a more regular basIs. You'll lIkely come away wIth a good feelIng deep InsIde 

knowIng that you dId some good and furthered our mIssIon.

So, If the Holy SpIrIt has been proddIng you to get more Involved, even just a lIttle, chat wIth a commIttee member or wIth 

Pastor Bob, and we'll help you fInd your nIche. You'll be glad you dId.

Alan Schroeder, EvangelIsm chaIr

Praise

& Pray
Worship



Your Council 

Members:

Brian Brinkmeier

President

Finance

815-631-4894

Alan Schroeder

Vice - President

Evangelism

815-238-8598

Dennis Yochem

Recording Secretary

Property

815-244-1074

Jo Lyn Kruse

Worship & Music

815-213-0330

Brett Yochem

Stewardship

815-244-4004

Ron Kaufman

Memorial, Assistant 

Treasurer

309-887-4390

Pat Erdmann

815-493-8057

JoAnn Palmer

Social Ministry

& WELCA

815-244-2343

Karen Holm

815-499-8361

August Council Highlights (unapproved awaItIng acceptance vote)

The August 9th FIrst Lutheran Church councIl meetIng was called to 

order by BrIan BrInkmeIer.  Jo Lyn Kruse moved to approve the agenda 

presented to the councIl.  Alan Schroeder seconded the motIon and the 

motIon passed.  Alan moved to accept the July 12th mInutes wIth the 

followIng correctIons- Alan moved that $500.00 from the CommunIty 

Benevolence Fund be gIven to promote GRO wIth Ron K. secondIng the 

motIon and the motIon passIng. Also Alan moved the TImber Lake musIcIans 

to be paId $150.00.  Ron K. seconded the motIon and the motIon passed.

DennIs Yochem moved to accept the Treasurer's, FInancIal Secretary's, 

and MemorIal Treasurer's reports.  Pat Erdmann seconded the motIon and 

the motIon passed.  BrIan moved that the treasurer pay the church bIlls 

presented to the FInance CommIttee thIs past month.  Jo Lyn seconded the 

motIon and the motIon passed. 

It was suggested that permIssIon be granted before the church 

kItchen Is used for personal purposes.   A commIttee of volunteers wIll look 

at church accessIbIlIty and usefulness. Brett Yochem, DennIs Yochem, Pastor 

Bob, and Alan Schroeder volunteered to serve on the commIttee.   A 

commIttee wIll be formed to deal wIth VIsIon and Focus for FIrst Lutheran.  

JoAnn Palmer and Pastor Bob volunteered to serve on the commIttee and 

wIll ask other congregatIonal members to serve as well.  

Jo Lyn moved we adjourn, and Alan seconded the motIon.  We closed 

wIth the Lord's Prayer.  Secretary, DennIs Yochem

Food Pantry Items Needed

The followIng Items are needed at the Food Pantry In 

Savanna: 

Cash Works Also! That way they can buy the Items 

they need the most. Please make sure that the 

expIratIon date Is current, as the pantry can not accept expIred Items.

  

In Our Prayers 

This Month:

September 2022 Lectionary Readings 

Sun. Sep. 4 — Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1, PhIlemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33

Sun. Sep. 11 — Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 1 TImothy 1:12-17,  Luke 15:1-10

Sun. Sep. 18 – Amos 8:4-7,  Psalm 113, 1 TImothy 2:1-7,  Luke 16:1-13

Sun. Sep. 25 — Amos 6:1a, 4-7, Psalm 146, 1 TImothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-3

Current Fund Report
for July 2022

Current Income       $7,115

Current Expense    ($8,613)

Difference        ($1,498)

Farmer’s Market, 

Open Mic                 $3,465

September 2022 

Birthdays                            ** Special Anniversaries 

Brook Yochem 2 Allan Palmer** 18 John & Pam Albrecht 8 

Randy Holm 6 Ross Ballard 19 Al & Dolores Fredericks 14 

Pat Buckwalter 7 Hunter Holm 22 Travis & Kalah Alvey 20 

Autumn Jacobs 12 Chloe Neis 27 Bob & Barbara Stark 28 

Rita Ballard 15 Chris Neis 27   

BJ Olson 15 Madison Olson 27   

Jackson Carstens 18 Brian Brinkmeier 30   

Nico Neely 

Haley McColley 

Sandy Shaw 

Jo Lyn Kruse

Dolores & Al Fredericks 

Nicole Merboth 

Darlene Streicher 

Sandy Haas

Ron Messenger 

Peggy Mader 

Richard Kehl 

Kenneth 

Kingery Nancy 

Schroeder Earl 

Gilliland Ashton 

Miller Dawn 

Rittmeyer 

In Assisted Living:

Lyle Hartman 

John Hovorka 

Earl Gilliland

In Military Service 

here and abroad:

Aaron Hartman 

John Kaufman 

Benjamin Rath 

Logan Rittmeyer

• Cereal 

• Crackers 

• Noddles 

• ToIlet Paper

• Cream of ChIcken Soup

• Cream of Celery Soup
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