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sharing Christ’s love through
worship, study, and service

Parson’s Ponderings
Our first Gospel reading in 

May comes from John 10, 

where we learn that Jesus 

is the Good Shepherd and 

he's come that we might 

have life abundantly in 

him. The month of May 

ends with the day of 

Pentecost when we are 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus breathes the Holy 

Spirit on his disciples, 

empowering them to 

forgive sin. We celebrate 

that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and 

sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the 

world. Paul reminds us that though we each have 

different capacities; we are unified in the Spirit that 

equips us with these gifts for God’s mission. So, how do 

we faithfully follow the Good Shepherd today, live a life 

of abundance and proclaim God's redeeming love within 

our community? How do we help those who have walked 

away from Christ or believe our Christian religion is 

irrelevant in this modern society? How do we touch 

hearts and minds in witness to our faith that sustains us 

through good times and bad? 

I came across an interesting quote from a Jesuit 

paleontologist, Teilhard de Chardin, who suggests that 

“we are primarily spiritual beings having a human 

experience,” not human beings having a spiritual 

experience. The subtle, but significant, flip of the 

interpretive lens is consistent with John’s Gospel. The 

same author who has Jesus tell Nicodemus, a religious 

scholar, that he must be “born again of the spirit” to see 

the realm of God (3:3). When I think back to many of the 

conversations I have had with both “Nones” and “Dones” 

(un-churched and those that have left or drifted away), 

they are adamant that they are spiritual, believe in a 

higher universal power,  just not your God. A God that 

they consider is judgmental, vengeful, irrelevant or 

dead. Certainly not a God who would give his only son 

that their sins would be forgiven and who desires 

nothing more than to build a life-giving relationship with 

his creation and that includes them. 

Our Mission Statement - sharing Christ’s love through 

worship, study, and service, coupled with our Vision 

Statement - as church together, we will faithfully make 

Christ relevant to a diverse and changing world, begs 

the question of how best to reach out to “Nones and 

Dones.” I am deeply indebted to our congregation for 

showing me over the past two and a half years what it 

means to be in community through our outreach efforts 

and how we share God’s love through the various 

ministries we undertake and support. But we still have 

not seemed to crack the shell of our dilemma. How do 

we witness to those that shy away from our sphere of 

influence? Over the years our current outreach seems 

to have missed the mark. Perhaps it is time to try 

something a little more innovative and that follows 

Christ’s example.

Many of you are aware of one of my Internship Service 

Agreement goals to open a store front gathering place 

where the community can come together to build life-

giving relationships. It is a place that offers a variety of 

activities for the entire community and where Nones, 

Dones and Christians can come together to share their 

life experiences, support one another, learn new life 

skills and grow as individuals. All this in a non-threating 

environment in which to serve one another and build 

life-giving relationships that promote a deeper spiritual 

understanding and opportunity to be invited to witness 

into people’s lives, just as Jesus did. In the upcoming 

week such a space is becoming available. Stay tuned for 

more information, or give me a call and I will share how 

you can be directly involved.

Blessings on your Journey, Parson Bob
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diakonia
“I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” John 10:10



Men’s Coffee and Bible Study to Re-Zoom

It’s time to start getting back into a routine. Men’s Bible 

Study will meet the first and third Wednesday’s of the 

month online at 1:00 pm. Bring your own coffee and treats 

to your computer. I’m curious to see how many people will 

be able to make the event. No need to shave or get all 

dressed up! We will be studying Acts 7:55-60, where 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles 

to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve 

the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute 

food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he 

becomes the first martyr of the faith. We will also be 

looking at John 14:1-14, where on the night that he is to be 

arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the 

one through whom God is known, he promises to go 

before them and act on their behalf.

The Great River Outreach is Distributing Face Masks

We have several volunteers making cloth face masks for distribution at 

local food stores and nursing homes. If you have a sewing machine and 

would like to participate contact Pastor Gary Panetta  at 

GPanetta@dbq.edu or call (815) 590-1792. More masks delivered to 

Sullivan's thanks to out of state volunteers Joshua and Amber!

Food Pantry Is In Need 

The Savanna Food Pantry is in need of boxes of hamburger helper, boxed 

potato mixes and soup. Please place your contribution of the same in the 

shopping cart in the fellowship area at any time during the week and we 

will make sure that it gets delivered. Thank you!

May Launch of our New Website 

Over the last month there has been a lot of work done on our new Church 

360 website. You may have already been on one of the pages if you have 

linked to any of Parson Bob’s audio sermons. The following are a few 

pictures of what we can expect when the 

website is launched in a few weeks. We will 

e-mail you a link when it is ready to go.

Please Remember to Mail 

or Drop Off your weekly 

Offerings

Every little bit helps us get 

through this difficult period. Our 

expenses haven’t gone away. 

May 2020 Lectionary Readings

 Sunday, May 3,     Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10; 

Sunday, May 10,     Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (5); 1 Peter 2:2-10;  John 14:1-14 

Sunday, May 17,   Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20 (8); 1 Peter 3:13-22;  John 14:15-21   

Sunday, May 24,   Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (4); 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;  John 17:1-11  

Sunday, May 31,  Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34 (30) ; Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 



Your Council 

Members:

Liz Rath

President

815-244-9597

Brian Brinkmeier

Vice-President

Finance

815-631-4894

Dennis Yochem

Recording Secretary

Property

815-244-1074

Jo Lyn Kruse

Worship & Music

815-213-0330

Brett Yochem

Stewardship

815-244-4004

Ron Kaufman

Memorial

309-887-4390

Pat Erdmann

Mutual Ministry

815-493-8057

JoAnn Palmer

Social Ministry

WELCA

815-244-2343

Brian Woessner

815-244-9534

April Council Highlights

The First Lutheran April council meeting was called to order by Liz Rath on 

April 21st using the Zoom service.  Brett Yochem moved to approve the 

agenda that was presented before council.  Pat Erdmann seconded the motion 

and the motion passed.  Brian Woessner moved to approve the March 10th 

council minutes, Brett seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Brian W. 

moved to except the Treasurer's, Financial Secretary's, and Memorial 

Treasurer's reports. Dennis Yochem seconded the motion and the motion 

passed.  Virginia Helms moved to pay the bills submitted to the church this 

past month.  Brett seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Liz reported 

for the Evangelism committee that Roadside Cleanup and the First Lutheran 

Blood Drive will both be rescheduled for later dates.  Dennis reported for 

Property Committee that a masonry contractor has looked at tuck pointing the 

upper exterior walls.  It may take a month to repair at a cost of $20,500.  

Dennis will have at least one more bid next month to see what action needs to 

be taken.  At this time Vocation Bible School has been canceled, and Mayfest 

has been placed on hold.  JoAnn Palmer moved to adjourn the council 

meeting. Brian Brinkmeier seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

Recording Secretary, 

Dennis Yochem

Parson’s March Monthly Highlights

Worship Services, visitations, committee meetings, Internship supervisory 

meetings and community commitments were attended as well as MCMA and 

GRO Board meetings. In March, I presided over four worship service, 2 with 

communion for First Lutheran. One Worship Service was held at Allure Nursing 

Home and  all future services have been canceled until further notice. We 

hosted world Day of Prayer and had a wonderful service with 20 plus 

attending. There were four Internship Supervisor meetings and one Internship 

Lay Committee meeting.  Men’s Coffee and Bible Study met the 1st  

Wednesday morning and subsequent Bible Studies have have been put on 

hold. 

Denver Traum passed into God’s Kingdom and his Celebration of Life will be 

held after the shelter in place orders have been lifted. We will miss him dearly 

until we meet again.  I presided over Donna Schneider Funeral at Law Jones 

Mount Carrol Funeral Home as Chadwick’s Lutheran Church is waiting for a 

new pastor. 

Worked closely with the Health Department and our congregation who were 

present at our March 15th Worship Service to ensure that all were aware of 

the exposure to the COVICD-19. Worked on creating Church at Home and 

Zoom Worship Services.

In Our Pray ers
Nico Neely

Kevin Powers 

Barb Vietmeier

  Charleen Smith 

Benjamin Albrecht  

 Laurie Swanson 

Shirley Richter 

Elaine McKee 

Ruth Ann Getz

Pat Connor

Darlene Koontz

Ruth Ann Remrey 

Scott Gallentine 

Allison Powers

Claudia Eiteuner

Shane Ashlock

Family & Friends 

of Darlene 

Kaufman

In Assisted Living: 
Ron Holm

Donna Wurster

In Military Service 
here and abroad: 

Terry Gilmore
Rick Medal 

Aaron Hartman 
John Kaufman
Benjamin Rath

Current Fund Report
for February 2020

Current Income      $4,515

Current Expense   ($5,607)

Difference       ($1,092)

MAY 2020 

Birthdays                            ** Special Elizabeth Eisfeller   24 
Dolores Fredericks ** 1 Leslie Payne  14 Lee Zink, Jr.  24 

Michael Behrens 5 Phyllis Kaufman  17 Gladys Streicher ** 26 

Kristine Thulen    9 Richard Eisfeller  20 Donald Nowviock, Jr.   29 

Austin Eisfeller 9 Jo Lyn Kruse   20 Anniversaries 

Emma Welch 9 Allison Distasio  21 Brian & Linda Brinkmeier  13 

Earl Gilliland ** 11 Anne Eisfeller  22 Josh & Keli Knuth                    16 
Christopher Behrens 12 Conner Peters 23 Travis & Jennifer Kness  18 


