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Ephesians 4:29, 32 (ESV) 
 

29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your 
mouths, but only such as is good for 

building up, as fits the occasion, that it 
may give grace to those who hear.  

32 Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you. 
Be Christian, Be Kind 

 
In the passages above from Ephesians 4, 
the Apostle Paul encourages us to build 
one another up and to be kind to each 
other.  I’m pretty sure that none of us 
would argue with that idea.  But how 
many of us practice it? 
In the world of today, the natural 
tendency is to insult people or to say 
negative things in an effort to make 
ourselves look better.  Don’t deny it 
because we all have this natural tendency.  
That’s why we need Jesus and the 
freedom from hell that He won for us on 
the cross, when He bore our sins and died.  
And He rose again victoriously on Easter 
morning, having won our salvation for us 
with the forgiveness of all of our sins so 
that through faith in Him we can live 
eternally! 
So, back to this being kind thing…how 
many of us actually practice it every day in 
each of our conversations?  I’d venture a 

guess that there tends to be negativity 
and judgment that crowds into our 
conversations with people, especially 
when it comes to conversations about 
others.  Yes, it’s human nature, but 
that certainly doesn’t make it right.  In 
fact, it proves why it’s wrong.  So many 
people talk behind each other’s backs 
and say negative things, even about 
our friends that we often lose sight of 
the admonition of St Paul. 
Even Martin Luther weighed in on the 
discussion when he wrote the meaning 
to the eighth commandment.  Do you 
remember the commandment?  It 
says: “You shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbor.”  Of 
course, in true Martin Luther fashion 
he responds with the question: “What 
does this mean?”  Here’s his answer: 
“We should fear and love God so that 
we do not tell lies about our neighbor, 
betray him, slander him, or hurt his 
reputation, but defend him, speak well 
of him, and explain everything in the 
kindest way.” 
That sure sounds like wonderful 
advice, doesn’t it?  But how many of us 
practice it on a regular basis?  Well, 
let’s try it!  Over the next month let’s 
see how different our world can be if 
we maintain positive and affirming 
conversation with others.                 



...Pastor Tom continued from front page... 

SAILING SOLO BOOK CLUB MEETING 
By Betty Fry 

The Sailing Solo Book Club will discuss  
“Lessons Learned From Lucy” by Dave Barry on  
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 at 5:30 p.m.   
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
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Let’s see what will happen if we refuse to say something bad about another person, but we 
look for opportunities to provide sincere compliments and affirming words to others.  If we 
can do that all month long, we’ll build a habit that will really benefit our own quality of life, 
not to mention that of those around us!  In fact, we may become very recognizable to the 
outside world as Christians!  Imagine that.  Christians behaving like Christians! 
 
It is truly a privilege to live the Christian life, and it is a blessing to others as well.  I’d like to 
leave you with an expression that my daughter has on one of her t-shirts: “In a world where 
you can be anything, be kind.”  What an amazing life it will be as we speak words of kindness 
and affirmation to one another and show the world what it is like to be a Christian!  I pray 
this for each of us. 
 
Blessings, 
 

As Dave Barry turns seventy—not happily—he realizes that his dog, Lucy, is dealing with old 
age far better than he is. She has more friends, fewer worries, and way more fun. So Dave 
decides to figure out how Lucy manages to stay so happy, to see if he can make his own life 
happier by doing the things she does (except for drinking from the toilet). He reconnects 
with old friends and tries to make new ones—which turns out to be a struggle, because 
Lucy likes people a lot more than he does. And he gets back in touch with two ridiculous 
but fun groups from his past: the Lawn Rangers, a group of guys who march in parades 
pushing lawnmowers and twirling brooms (alcohol is involved), and the Rock Bottom 
Remainders, the world’s oldest and least-talented all-author band. With each new lesson, 
Dave riffs hilariously on dogs, people, and life in general, while also pondering Deep 
Questions, such as when it’s okay to lie. (Answer: when scallops are involved.) 

In this “little gem” (Washington Independent Review of Books), Pulitzer Prize–winning 
columnist and New York Times bestselling author Dave Barry learns how to age happily 

from his old but joyful dog, Lucy.  



COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Sue Chapin 

BOARD OF LAY MINISTRY 
By Bob Harrison 
It’s September already, and soon our northern family will be returning to the Naples, Marco 
Island area. It will be nice to see them again. 
 
We were hoping to return to regular communion in September, but due to the Delta variant 
of COVID we are going to use caution and wait. We will revisit this every month and get back 
to normal as quickly as possible. 
 
We are now recommending the use of face masks, but they are not mandatory. We will 
maintain social distancing. 
 
Pastor Ken will be returning around the middle of September and will be preaching on 
September 19. 

The summer is passing quickly with our normal rains and humidity.  So 
far, we haven’t had to worry about hurricanes and hope it stays that way. 
 
With the Delta variant being a bit more rampant in Florida, we are still 
being cautious and practicing our social distancing.  Masks are recommended in many 
places, and we are recommending our congregants wear them. 
 
I have been busy interacting with some of you on phone calls or in person.   
The Council has approved a Long Range Planning Committee and also the Internal Financial 
Review Committee which is busy with the accountants doing a review. 
If anyone would like to share their ideas and suggestions for goals and objectives for 
Strategic Planning, I will forward them onto the Long Range Planning Committee. 
The Call Committee is in the process of giving Pastor Ken a call and will be presented to the 
Congregation in November for approval. 
 
The By-Laws Committee has been very busy with their presentations, as well as the Council 
during an approval process which will go to the Congregation as soon as they are ready. 
Our Policy and Procedures binder is also in the process of being updated. 
Many of the Boards are still busy with their responsibilities during the summer months, and 

what a great job they do. 
 
I look forward to seeing and hearing from all of you soon.  Those 
traveling, travel safely. 
As God guides us, our Faith grows. 
Love and God’s Blessings to each and every one of you. 
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September Birthdays  & Anniversaries 

Jerry & Ellen Donselman   Sep 1 
Paul & Tammy Gremel   Sep 4 
Paul & Dede Greene   Sep 6 
Tom & June Cooper   Sep 7 
Nicholas & Greta Eckerle   Sep 7 
Paul & Shirley Goepfert   Sep 7 
Dave & Joyce McKenzie   Sep 7 
Charles & Sandra Witherington  Sep 7 
Chris & Deb Caudill   Sep 15 
William & Ada Greaves   Sep 24 
Mark & Karen Kuhnly   Sep 24 
David & Joyce Fenelon   Sep 25 
Donnie & Norva Jeanne Rooksberry Sep 25 
Vic & Claire Grabovez   Sep 28 
David  & Judy Karlin   Sep 29 
Harv & Shirley Amen   Sep 30 
Victor & Kitty Argobright   Sep 30 

 
Laverne Glesmann  Sep 2 
Kirk Nestaval  Sep 3 
Roy Zito   Sep 3 
Marlene Byard  Sep 4 
Marilyn Garazin  Sep 4 
Joan Coffey   Sep 6 
Mark Kuhnly   Sep 6 
Michael Ballenger  Sep 7 
Chuck Wiley   Sep 7 
Jeffrey Bertelson  Sep 9 
Conrad Henry  Sep 9 
Eve Lindgren  Sep 9 
Jacquielynn Wolff  Sep 9 
Nancy Carrington  Sep 10 
Marianne Glesmann Sep 11 
Ed Silcock   Sep 11 
Shelbe Lanam  Sep 12 
Elfie Walter   Sep 12 
Melinda Geartz  Sep 14 
Warren Leonard  Sep 14 
Susan Oestreicher  Sep 14 
Anita Dreyer  Sep 15 
Kay Hunter  Sep 15 
Roger Miller   Sep 15 
Sue Chapin   Sep 17 
Marsha Schulz  Sep 17 
Michael  DeLazzer  Sep 18 
Mary Ann Lauber  Sep 19 
Larry Spees   Sep 20 
Phyllis Espegard  Sep 21 
Susan Schadler  Sep 21 
Frank Walter  Sep 23 
Helen Clark   Sep 25 
Kathryn Rickers  Sep 25 
Tom Williams  Sep 26 
Gwen Nestaval  Sep 27 
Lu Schieferdecker  Sep 27 
Randal Garden  Sep 30 
Betty Koenig  Sep 30 

We are assisting with the modifications to the 
audio room upgrade in the sanctuary which 
should be done this month.  
 
The stage lighting in the Great Room is being 
updated and should be done by October.  
 
Two of the air conditioners in the church have 
been replaced, and work is completed.  
 
Work replacing windows and doors to 
hurricane windows and doors is due to start 
this month.  

PROPERTY BOARD 
By Tom Kramer  
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By David Contessa  

YOU’RE INVITED! 
September 2021 Events 
Please join the Thrivent Member Network - 
Southeast Region this month at our 
upcoming events. We help Christians find 
financial clarity, enabling lives full of 
meaning and gratitude. All are welcome to 
attend our free virtual events.   
 
SEPTEMBER 2 at 8:00PM  
An Evening with Lauren Daigle 
Enjoy an exclusive private concert and 
discussion with GRAMMY® Award-winning 
artist, Lauren Daigle. With a voice that is 
both smoky and sweet, Daigle has forged a 
unique sound that is reminiscent of soulful 
and vulnerable icons. 
Register for FREE with iTickets at  
https://bit.ly/Daigle123 
 
SEPTEMBER 17 – 19  
Watch Anytime Uncommon with 
Tony Dungy 
What does it take to live a life of 
significance?  Join us for an interview with 
Super Bowl–winning coach and #1 New York 
Times best-selling author, Tony Dungy, as he 
reflects on what it takes to achieve 
significance. Dungy is looked to by many as 
the epitome of success that is highly valued 
in our culture. Athletic victory, professional 
excellence, fame, awards and honors―he 
had it all. But even in those moments, he 
knew those achievements had little to do 
with his ultimate significance as a man. 
Dungy still passionately believes that there 
is a different path to significance―a path 
characterized by attitudes, ambitions, and 
allegiances that are all too rare but 

uncommonly rewarding. 
Register for FREE with iTickets at  
https://bit.ly/TonyDungy123 
 
SEPTEMBER 22 at 7:00 p.m.  
Understanding Annuities and Social Security 
with Robin Mueller 
Would you like to know how to navigate 
retirement well so that you can live your best 
life? Join us for an exclusive webinar with 
nationally recognized Social Security speake 
Robin Mueller. You’ll gain insights on the 
impact of annuities and Social Security so 
you can continue to live a more content, 
confident, and generous life. 
Register for FREE at https://bit.ly/3rpazkn 
 
SEPTEMBER 29 at 12:00 p.m.  
& 7:00 p.m. 
Student Loan Essential with Ryan Law 
Almost 45 million people in America have 
outstanding student loan debt, and 
borrowers owe an average of more than 
$32,000. Next to a mortgage, student loans 
are likely to be an individual’s largest liability. 
In this presentation Ryan Law will discuss the 
loan process, various types of loans, 
repayment plans, refinancing and 
consolidation options, and resources 
available if you need help. 
Register for FREE at  
https://bit.ly/RyanLaw123 
 
 
Feel free to share the events with your 
friends and family.  Contact us at 
SoutheastTMN@thrivent.com or see what’s 
happening at thrivent.com/southeast or at 
Facebook.com/SoutheastTMN.   
 
Questions about Thrivent?  
Call Thrivent Financial Associate David 
Contessa at (239) 300-5139. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
By Linda Harrison 
 

  

You know Carolyn Ohman … you’ve seen her at 
work here at Marco Lutheran. Carolyn serves as a 
worship leader, sings in the choir, leads the 
women’s Bible study (Women of the Word), is a 
member of the counting team, helps out in the 
office regularly, and volunteers for specific tasks 
whenever she can. Why would someone volunteer 
to do so much? 
 
It really is part of Carolyn’s DNA. “I had two 
wonderful examples of serving in the church in my 
father and mother,” says Carolyn. “They were very 
active in the churches we attended. I learned from 
them that just as everyone in the family has things they do to contribute to family life, so it is 
with the church family. We all possess different talents and abilities. When each of us does 
what we are able, we enrich the lives of our family and those around us.” 
 
Enriching the lives of others is a very noble goal. But serving in the church can reap benefits 
for the servant as well. Here are a few of the benefits Carolyn sees: 
 

Joy in the ability to worship and praise God 
Personal growth in her faith walk 
Meeting and reaching out to God’s people 

 
“Participating in the worship services enhances the service for me and offers a way to give 
God thanks and glory for what he has done in my life,” Carolyn continues. “As I prepare Bible 
study lessons, I find that I am growing in my personal studies; I learn so much from the group 
during our discussions. And, I have formed a group of friends I have come to treasure.” 
 
Volunteering to serve in God’s house doesn’t require special talents. It just requires an open 
and contrite heart. Consider these ideas: 
 

God isn’t looking for perfection, he’s looking for us to try to do his will and help others. 
You don’t need to make long-term commitments. Just pick one small act of service to get 
you started. 

 
Carolyn’s closing thoughts really offer great hope for those opening their hearts to others. 
“Serving opportunities are also opportunities to enrich your life in the church. God puts 
people in our paths that can lead to great friendships. He also puts projects in our path that 
can lead us to grow in our Christian life.” 
 
So, open your heart and volunteer to serve God in some small way today. 

Volunteer Spotlight 
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Gary DeLena 

 Thu/Fri, Jan 27 & 28 -7:30 pm 

Gary DeLena is a triple threat showman. A singing impressionist, an accomplished 
musician, and a comedian.   His show mixes musical parodies, good natured 
clowning and the ability to befriend the room by simply chatting. DeLena is fun for 
fun’s sake. 

Divas 3 
 Thu/Fri, Feb 3 & 4 –7:30 pm 

Three powerhouse voices sing the biggest hits of the greatest divas in music history.  
You may have seen them in Vegas or on a cruise ship!  An enticing mix of pure class, 
personality and unique 3-part arrangements!    
 

The Carole King Songbook 
 Thu/Fri, Feb 17 & 18 –7:30 pm 

Celebrate the 50thanniversary of ‘Tapestry’, the legendary Grammy winning album. 
You will be transported back to 1971 with the Premier musical tribute to Carole 
King.  You will feel the Earth Move under your feet! 

 
Phil Dirt & The Dozers 

 Thu/Fri, Mar 10 & 11 –7:30 pm 
Rock 'n' Roll Oldies Revue.  Their musical talent, high energy and contagious sense of 
humor, will transport you back to the 50's, 60's, and 70’s.  Back by popular demand! 

A.R.I.A. 
Thu/Fri, Mar 24 & 25 –7:30 pm 

Aussies Reunited In America 
Their musical diversity is showcased with pop, rock, jazz, opera, and everything in 
between.  A modern, amusing twist on a classical sound. 

 

Brochures will be mailed by September 15 

 “Friends” tickets $150 - $200; Season tickets $110 
For best seating, orders for Friends and Season tickets are due October 15 

Ticket Desk opens Monday, November 8 at 10am. 
An order form can be found on the church website by clicking on 

“announcements.”  For more information email us at: 
ArtistSeries@MarcoLutheran.org 

Individual show tickets to go on sale December 6 for $25 each 

ARTIST SERIES ANNOUNCES  
2021-2022 SCHEDULE 

JOIN THE CHOIR       JOIN THE CHOIR       JOIN THE CHOIR       JOIN THE CHOIR       JOIN THE CHOIR 



Greetings and Blessings from the Board of Outreach! 
Even though it is off season, our team has been busy reaching out 
into our Marco and Naples communities.  
In June, our Mission of the Month was Our Daily Bread Food 
Pantry. Through your generosity and support, Marco Lutheran 
presented a check at their “Lunch with Friends” monthly luncheon at our church, to Nancy 
Cot and Allyson Jeter Richards for $11,430.00.    
Our July Mission of the Month was Christmas in July-Operation Christmas Child. It was a huge 
success.  We received over $1,600 in monetary donations.  We still have shoeboxes that will 
need to be filled.  We will have a shoebox stuffing event in October, and fill the unclaimed 
boxes, as well as donating the remaining balance to Samaritan’s Purse. 
 
In mid -August, more than ten large bags of much needed school supplies were distributed to 
Manatee Elementary School and The Shelter for Abused Women and Children in Naples.   
Tommy Barfield School has requested Expo Dry Erase markers and ear buds.  In September 
and October, a large bin will be located in the Narthex for anyone to drop off these two items. 
 

Outreach assembled fifty hygiene bags 
for new residents at St. Mathew’s House 
in August.  We will be delivering the 
hygiene bags in the beginning of 
September. We will continue to distribute  
another one hundred hygiene bags 
throughout the year to new residents at 
St. Mathew’s House. The money that we 
received last year from our “Church with 
A Heart” campaign in February continued 
to bless those in need throughout Marco 
and Naples. 
 
All the events that took place in the 
summer months have been featured in 
articles in The Coastal Breeze and Marco 
Eagle.  Copies of these articles are placed 
on the Outreach bulletin board. 
We look forward to seeing our seasonal 
members back home on Marco.  We have 
some exciting outreach events planned 
for October and November, and would 
love to have your participation. 
 
Can’t wait to see you all soon! 
Sharon Boeck, Outreach Chairperson 
 

 

A message from Lu Schiefererdecker,  
vice -chairperson of outreach regarding our 
July Project, Camp Able: On July 14th, 
sixteen volunteers from MLC served meals to 
campers and counselors at Camp Able, a day 
camp that serves developmentally disabled 
young adults.  Our meal of chicken tenders, 
waffles, watermelon and root beer floats was 
a huge hit.  It was served right before their 
“Dance Night”.  While we were cleaning the 
kitchen, campers were dancing away to the 
latest hits.  All volunteers agreed it was 
rewarding to serve these fantastic folks, and 
it was a super team experience for us! 
Ordinarily, Camp Able is an overnight affair, 
but because of COVID, campers did not spend 
the night and the number of campers was 
limited to 35.  Next year, we may be serving a 
meal for 200 or more! 

BOARD OF OUTREACH 
By Sharon Boeck 
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BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY 

National Back to Church Sunday has been celebrated for 
the past 12 years. It is a movement of Christ-followers, 
reaching every neighborhood to invite every person to a 
Bible-believing church where they can discover an 
authentic, Christ-centered community. Sunday, September 
19, be a part of introducing your community to 
Jesus. Invite your friends to join you to worship so they can 
experience His hope and reconnect with others during 
National Back to Church Sunday. 

Don’t Save Your Singing 
for the Shower... 

CHOIR  
DRIVE  
2021 

Sign up today! 

 The first rehearsal is 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6 

 AT 5:00 P.M. 
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The Women of Marco’s mission is to serve 
Marco Lutheran Church, our Community, and  

the world. We aim to do that through 
fellowship, kindness and respect for each other.  

 
 

 WOMEN OF MARCO 
By Cindi Kramer 

The Woman of Marco’s mission is to serve Marco Lutheran Church, our Community, and the 
world. We aim to do that through fellowship, kindness and respect for each other.  
 
Due to the rise in Covid and the restrictions associated with it, the WOM decided to cancel 
the Oktoberfest celebration for this year. We would like to send out a big THANK YOU to 
everyone who volunteered to help and we are looking forward to a time when it will be 
safer to have more event. 
 
If you have any greeting cards either used or just unwanted, please save them for the WOM 
for a new project we are planning.  You can put them on the WOM table in the hall.   

 
 We want to thank all the ladies who volunteered their time and 
supplies to make Chrismons. They are looking beautiful! So far we 
have about 30 made which we wrapped and packed away for 
Christmas! BUT we still need more to fill that beautiful tree in the 
great room. For anyone who wants to help, we will be making them at 
our monthly WOM meetings. Everyone is welcome! The supplies are 
kept in the WOM closet for those who want to work at home.  
 
We are still collecting tabs and eye glasses. You can leave them on the 
table in the hall.  
 
 We have successfully been having zoom meetings along with our in 
person meetings the 3rd Thursday of every month at 1:30. Please join 
us for our next meeting, either in person or on zoom. The WOM have 
many functions that we perform for the church throughout the year, 
and we would love to have ladies come and join us in fellowship. 
Everyone’s voice and idea is important.    God Bless!  Cindi Kramer 
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Marco Lutheran Church’s  

Singles Ministry meets on the 4th 
Sunday of each month at 4:00 p.m.   

 
Sailing Solo offers the  

opportunity to meet others at a 
similar time in their life. For many, 

it helps in going from a “we”  
to a “me”. 

For more information call  

394-0332 
Or visit our website at:  

marcolutheran.org/sailing-solo 

 GENTLE YOGA 
Mondays & Thursdays: 12:30 p.m. 

 

CHAIR YOGA 
Mondays & Thursdays: 2:00 p.m. 

 
$5 per class 

                      NO REGISTRATION 
                                   REQUIRED!  

 

525 N. Collier Boulevard | Marco Island, Florida 34145 

CHURCH OFFICE: 394-0332 
www.marcolutheran.org   

CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT NUMBERS 

    Rev. Thomas Boeck             239-394-0332 
    Rev. Ken Garazin        239-394-0332 

Craig Greusel, Music Director       239-250-5200 
 John Davis, Keyboard Specialist    239-776-1200 
 Larry Soccio, Facilities Manager    239-394-0332 
 Betsy Sabbides, Office Manager    239-394-0332 
 Nancy Piper, Technical Administrator    239-394-0332 
 Vicki Williams, Office Assistant    239-394-0332 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Boeck  
Seasonal Pastor: Rev. Ken Garazin 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

FR 8:30 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. 

WORSHIP:  9:30 a.m. 
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Official notice: Accreditation standards draft now available 
At its Feb. 19 meeting, the LCMS Board of Directors (BOD) approved dissemination of 
the initial governance model proposal developed over the prior 15 months by the 2019 
Resolution 7-03 committee to “strengthen all CUS institutions’ connection to the 
Synod” and to “strengthen [their] confessional Lutheran identity.” 
 
A six-month period for comment from the members, officers, boards, commissions and 
other agencies of the Synod, initiated March 12, is scheduled to conclude Sept. 30. The 
proposal and initial request for comment remain available on the Synod website. 
 
Prominent in the proposed structure are “Lutheran Identity and Mission Outcome 
Standards,” ultimately to be adopted by the proposed Commission for University 
Education (CUE) as the basis of the ecclesiastical accreditation process. 
 
Given the importance of these standards and related processes to the strength of the 
model as proposed, the 2019 Res. 7-03 committee requested that the CUS Board of 
Directors produce an initial draft of standards suitable for circulation and review along 
with the proposed governance model. 
A detailed draft has been produced by a committee appointed for this purpose, and the 
draft has now been approved by the CUS board to be circulated as part of this request 
for comment. The 2019 Res. 7-03 committee is now pleased to share this draft for the 
Synod’s review. It is available, together with a cover letter prepared by the drafting 
committee, on the Synod website. 
Members, officers, boards, commissions and other agencies of the Synod are requested 
to continue to give careful attention to the proposal, now with the added context of 
these draft standards, and to forward comments, to arrive no later than Sept. 30, 2021, 
via: 
• Email to the Office of the Secretary at lcmssecretary@lcms.org; or 
• U.S. mail to the Office of the Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 
1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7595. 
Rev. Dr. John W. Sias 
Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
_ 

Please review the following information from the Missouri Synod.  Copies 
of the articles will be in a notebook in the Church office if you are 

interested in seeing them.  Thank you! 


