VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
By Pastor Tom Boeck
I give thanks for you, remembering you
in my prayers...
15

For this reason, because I have heard
of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love toward all the saints, 16 I do not
cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers,
17
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, 18 having the
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that
you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his
great might 20 that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but
also in the one to come.
-Ephesians 1:15-21 (ESV)
The Apostle Paul said it well in the
above passage when he told his
congregation in Ephesus that he did not
cease to give thanks to God for them

and he remembered
them regularly in his
prayers. As we close
out another unique
season at Marco
Lutheran Church, we
experienced the great
quarantining of America, where many of
our own people were unable to leave their
homes for fear of the pandemic until we
began receiving vaccines and opening up
our lives a bit more over the past couple of
months. I found myself praying diligently
for your well-being and good health, while
also praying for the opportunity to see you
again face to face. And in many cases, we
were again able to see one another, albeit
from behind our masks.
As season progressed, it was a blessing to
see more and more of you in Sunday
worship and in our weekly Bible classes.
We were able to continue to live stream
our services to those who were still
physically absent, and we were also able to
adapt our sanctuary to facilitate in-person
worship safely. Our communion process
allowed us to safely participate in the body
and blood of our Lord, while maintaining
social distancing and safe egress from the
building. We were even able to have
additional activities in our Great Room and
throughout the building. Everyone was
very helpful and cooperative with the
adaptation of different protocols as the
season progressed, and we were all blessed
by God’s favor again and again.

Pastor Tom continued from front page

Throughout this challenging time, God has
continued to bless our ministry through your
financial support as well as your physical
support of time and talent as we found more
and greater opportunities to serve others in
our community with the love of Jesus. We
were able to financially support local,
regional, national and international missions
through our financial giving. This past year
was especially difficult for our local food
pantries to whom we gave significant
assistance and were able to help many of our
neighbors who were in desperate need. For
those of you who were able to get out, you
helped to serve our community through
various outreach activities, including helping
our community by providing hygiene
supplies and sharing the gospel. We were
even able to have a fellowship event with
our brothers and sisters at Pelican Lutheran,
one of our local Hispanic ministry missions.
And you all played a part in those efforts!
So, I give thanks to God for you.

round, we pray also for God’s
encouragement for you that you may be
blessed by his grace and seize opportunities
for witness about his unfailing love for us all.
We as a congregation will continue to reach
out to our community with the love of Christ
as we seek to make connections and bring
more people into a knowledge and
relationship with Jesus.

As season has ended, many of you will head
back to your homes in other parts of this
country and the world, and we will again
long for that day when we can see you face
to face. Of course, we pray for all of you
who were not able to make it back to Marco
this year, and we pray that God would allow
you another opportunity to be in fellowship
with us again, soon. And as you are away,
we pray that God will continue to encourage
you with the wisdom and knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ that you will continue to be
enlightened to know the hope to which he
has called you, and that you may be his
witnesses wherever you are.

Welcome to our new slate of officers who
were voted in on April 25, 2021.

For those of you who remain in the area year

Thank you for your time & efforts!

May God continue to bless the ministry and
mission of our dear Marco Lutheran Church,
and may he continue to encourage and
strengthen you in your faith and in your
witness to others. And always know that I
continue to give thanks to God for all of you
and I pray for God’s blessings and peace in
your lives every day.
Blessings,
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MUSIC NOTES
BY Craig Greusel

Ever want to be 21 again???
This year 21 seems a whole lot more promising than 20 (2020- that is!!!).
2021 presents a light at the end of the tunnel...a fresh breeze to wake you up from a year
of slumber. As we enter the summer season, I have two questions for you?
1. Are you READY to GET BACK to NORMAL???
...and...

2. Will what was normal for you BEFORE be normal for you NOW?
If you are like me, a resounding YES to the first question leads me to think very seriously
about the second. This time of AWAKENING is a PERFECT OPPORTUNITY for YOU to step
out of your COMFORT ZONE. In a few months, we will be having the FIRST EVER- MARCO
LUTHERAN CHOIR DRIVE where we will be looking at adding no fewer THAN 30 MEMBERS
TO OUR EXISTING CHOIR!!!
If you are thinking... THAT'S CRAZY...WHERE WILL THEY COME FROM??? The answer is
rather simple. Our congregation has grown considerably over the past years, however VERY
FEW NEW MEMBERS have joined the choir. Others have been sitting and listening for years
without GETTING INVOLVED.
The NORMAL CHOIR a few years back had 50-60 members. I believe the NEW NORMAL
should AT LEAST regain this status. While you are lounging by the pool, beach, lake, or
wherever this summer... PLEASE adjust your schedule to include CHOIR PARTICIPATION in
the FALL of 2021!!! We are not asking consideration...we are ANTICIPATING ACCEPTANCE!!!
You will be given more information on how you can get involved at the end of the SUMMER
MONTHS. UNTIL THEN...get READY to SING!!!

Lunch With Friends!
Beginning Wednesday, June 16 at 11:00 a.m.
continuing every 3rd Wednesday of each month.
For reservations, please contact Nancy Kott at

239-259-5188
For Island friends 60 years and older!

WOMEN OF MARCO
By Cindi Kramer

The Women of Marco’s mission is to serve Marco Lutheran Church, our Community, and the
world. We aim to do that through fellowship, kindness and respect for each other.
The WOM would like to thank the congregation of Marco Lutheran Church for your generous
mite box donations on LWML weekend. So far the donations collected have been $1247.90
with another week’s collections still to be determined. These funds will go far in helping many
people in need, and we are very thankful for your generosity.
This year only, the WOM are anticipating having a scaled down version of the Oktoberfest on
October 17, 2021. Rather than see it cancelled again, we would like to try and have this
wonderful event, but we can’t do it alone. We will need volunteers for the setup, making
food, serving and cleanup. There will be sign-up sheets in the hall shortly. We hope to see a
lot of interest so we can make this wonderful event happen.
We are still collecting tabs and eye glasses. You can leave them on the table in the hall.
We have successfully been having zoom meetings along with our in person meetings the 3rd
Thursday of every month at 1:30 p.m. Please join us for our next meeting, either in person or
on zoom. The WOM have many functions that we perform for the church throughout the year,
and we would love to have
ladies come and join us in
fellowship. Everyone’s voice
and idea are important.

Pictured above: The Women of the Word joined the Women of Marco at “Paradise Found”
in Goodland, for their first combined luncheon. Cindi Kramer said that they all had so much
fun, they are going to begin having lunch together on a regular basis!

Kindness is a gift anyone can afford to give!

PROPERTY BOARD
By Tom Kramer

Our small but mighty property board has
quietly and efficiently kept the church
property running so well. We have obtained 3
bids for replacing the hurricane windows and
doors and are looking to get approval to do
this. There are many other upgrades in the works. Coming soon, take notice of all the
improvements like upgrading all outside lighting to LED and replacing all doors and
windows to hurricane standards. The property board is looking for a few more hands to
help with set up and tear downs of rooms, particularly the Great Room when needed for
all the different activities utilized by the congregation and our friends in the community. If
you are interested in helping, please contact Larry Soccio at 239-394-0332 or Tom Kramer
at 215-205-3021.
The Property Board is currently updating the Church’s key inventory. In order to
achieve this, we need your help! If you have a Church key/keys please contact
Larry at 239-394-0332.

Dawn Snyder, Karl Ristow, Sybl Fleming & Jacquielynn Wolff

Our deepest gratitude to the outgoing
Council members.
We appreciate your time, talents, and generosity you shared
with Marco Lutheran Church over the years.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—THURSDAY: 8:30-4:30
FRIDAY: 8:30-12:00

STEWARDSHIP
By Linda Harrison
Marco Lutheran is blessed to have so many
wonderful people who donate their time and talents
to the work of the church. Without them, it would
be difficult to have our Sunday services or activities
spread throughout the week.
All too often, those folks escape our sonar and go
about their tasks without any thanks from the rest of
the crew. So, in this month’s column, I’d like to thank
everyone who has served the church in some way
this year. I have resisted the opportunity to list
names here. I’m afraid I’d miss someone—and insult
the very people I want to thank.
I encourage everyone to take this opportunity to share your thanks for the services
volunteers at the church provide. A smile, a word of thanks, and an effort to follow their
lead and sign up to help others are great ways to show that you appreciate the service
and the reasons for that service. After all, we all serve in response to the grace God has
shown us.
Looking forward to serving with you!

Save the Dates!
The Artist Series Committee is happy to announce the return to a full 5-show
season in 2022 with Thursday and Friday evening performances!
We anticipate sending out the show brochure in mid-September.
In the meantime, mark your calendars!

Thursday January 27 & Friday January 28
Thursday February 3 & Friday February 4
Thursday February 17 & Friday February 18
Thursday March 10 & Friday March 11
Thursday March 24 & Friday March 25
To update your September mailing address, please email us at:
artistseries@marcolutheran.org

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
By Jacquielynn Wolff
There is so very much to express, but the most important is Love. My heart overflows with
Appreciation and Joy and infinite Love for our Marco Lutheran Family. Our family has
certainly grown over the years. As we approach our 50th Anniversary our beautiful church has
seen young ones go from the Nursery to Sunday School to Confirmation, to college, to
vocations around the world and beyond. We have been so incredibly blessed by the most
intuitive, caring, and supportive, beautiful souls in the birth of our absolutely globally
inspiring Visiting Scholar Program in 2016. It is our privilege and honor to receive and provide
support to our Visiting Scholar Alumni as they continue to impact our world and to share
Light, Hope, and most especially Love in their vocations impacting communities local and
global.
It is with deepest appreciative humbleness and inspired joy we could not be more certain of a
brighter future in Baden-Württemberg, Germany, as MLC Visiting Scholar Alumnus Andreas
Sturm takes his place as a Member of Parliament. Andreas, from your family in Marco Island
to Germany, and around the world, it is our absolute pleasure to wish you the very best
success in all your wonderful endeavors. We joined together for Adventcafé in the Christmas
spirit and are so appreciative for your support as we continue our work with Luther’s Lens!
This summer we are so excited as we continue to plan for the production of Luther’s Lens - a
play about Martin Luther’s life and work being produced by the CEY Board (Board of Christian
Education & Youth) of Marco Lutheran Church. This will be another very exciting Luther and
Shakespeare Event, which began as a celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation in 2017.

From Left - MLC Visiting Scholar
Alumnus and German Member of Parliament, Andreas T. Sturm Photography by Sascha J. Hauk, Visiting
Scholar Alumnus David Zahl Author of Seculosity, Chair, Board of Christian Education & Youth, Jacquielynn
Wolff with Das Shakespeare-Prinzip, by Author Andreas Sturm, next to MLC Music Director (and most Brilliant
Performing Artist) Craig Greusel

Watch the Worship service anywhere and at anytime with
any device that connects to the Internet.
Services are streamed “live” and are archived for later viewing.
Use your computer,
tablet, mobile phone
or smart TV.

On our website at: www.marcolutheran.org

1
2

Click on
“CLICK HERE for our video page” to
get to the page with the videos.
On The VIDEO STREAMING page, click on the worship
image to start the video.

Recent and older videos are available to watch on the same webpage.
You can follow along with each Worship Service using bulletins that are
always available located on the website’s “What’s Happening” page
under “Publications /Forms.”

GivePlus – a way of giving to the church using your
mobile phone – either by a downloadable app or by text.
It’s Simple. Convenient. Secure.
For more information on either mobile giving or text giving please see
our website. Click on the [Giving] link on the left side of the page. Our
website still has online giving available where you can make a onetime donation or set up a regular weekly or monthly donation.

Please help us water our
plants this summer!
If you are interested in helping us by
coming in once a week to break down
the Sunday arrangements and water
our existing plants in the courtyard and
lobby, please sign up. Thank you!

• Anytime, anywhere donations
• Safe and secure giving
• One-time or recurring gifts
• Easy account management

BOARD OF OUTREACH
By Sharon Boeck
The Board of Outreach hosted Get-to-Know-You luncheon at our mission church, Pelican
Lutheran on April 25! We no doubt had a wonderful time getting to know our sisters and
brothers at this fun event. We had a great crowd from both Pelican and Marco who
gathered in the Fellowship Hall at Pelican Community Center. Pastor Tom and the men
helped grill hamburgers and hot-dogs for the group. Special thanks go out to all the ladies
of the MLC who prepared food and decorated the room for our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Pastor Mark and his ministry assistant Maximo were great hosts and Ray Carbo
provided beautiful and fun music that had folks up and dancing!
Keep watching our calendar for a fall event when the parishioners of Pelican Lutheran will
be coming here to MLC to cook and fellowship with us on Marco!
The board is in the planning stages of putting together hygiene cinch bags that will be
distributed to St. Mathew’s House’s new incoming clients. We will be constructing bags
for women, men and children. The cinch bags are being considered a long term project
for our group. The bin for our food pantry will remain in the narthex for collection of food
items.
Looking ahead to July:
We will have an “Operation Christmas Child” event, where we will get a
head start and put together and pack items into shoeboxes for children
overseas. We will revisit this event in October to give our seasonal
parishioners a chance to also bless these children overseas. Last year,
we had an overwhelming response to this project. Our goal is to have
200 shoeboxes filled and delivered to Marco Presbyterian Church by mid-November.
Thank you for your generosity and support!

SAILING SOLO
By Shirley Rhodes

MLC Sailing Solo group met in the Church parking lot on April 25
and enjoyed another fun competitive game of Corn Hole with our
friends. As always, we enjoyed delicious refreshments! We are a
group of singles who enjoy being together every month and God has blessed our continued
friendships.
Our Sailing Solo group will continue to meet on the 4th Sunday of each month from 4:006:00 p.m. throughout the summer months of May, June, July and August. We will be
meeting at various restaurants on Marco Island and Naples. On May 23, we will be meeting
at Sam Snead’s restaurant in Lely on the outside patio. Watch your email for more details.
All MLC singles are invited to join us. We sure do have a lot of fun!

YOGA

Sailing Solo

GENTLE YOGA
Mondays & Thursdays: 12:30 p.m.

CHAIR YOGA
Mondays & Thursdays: 2:00 p.m.
Class Maximum is 30 Students.
ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION
IS REQUIRED!
Please visit our website:

Marco Lutheran Church’s
singles ministry meets
monthly on the 4th Sunday
from
4:00-6:00 p.m.

marcolutheran.org

Sailing Solo offers the
opportunity for singles to meet
with others at a similar time in
life. For many, it helps in going
from a “we”
to “me”!
For more information call

394-0332

Dear MLC Congregation,
Please read the following letter from Attorney Rusty Huseman, legal council for
the LCMS FL/GA district. This letter outlines the “Equality Act,” currently in
legislation, which holds detrimental ramifications to Christians and our
constitutional rights to practice our religion in the United States. By sharing this
letter with you, we are not diving into politics or crossing a line between church
and state. This is not a political issue. This is a moral and ethical issue. As
Christians, we have the responsibility to reflect the morals and values that are
taught to us in the Holy Bible and are directed to uphold and fight for those
morals and Christian values.
At the end of this letter, there is a sample letter that can be used to respond to
your political leaders, or used as a starting point to write your own feelings on
this subject to send to those in leadership of our country, and you are
encouraged to do so if you are so moved.

Continued on next page

Continued from previous page.

Marco Rubio (R)
284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-3041

[INSERT DATE]
The Honorable [YOUR SENATOR'S NAME]
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Sen. [LAST NAME]:
[INSERT PERSONALIZED INTRODUCTION]
I am writing to add my voice to the many voices expressing grave concerns over the potential legalization of discrimination that is misnamed, “the Equality Act.” As a Christian, I harbor no ill-will towards anyone, but I cannot stand idly by as the moral teachings of the
Bible are made illegal by legislation. Who could imagine that the 1993 Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), a truly bi-partisan
protection of everyone’s 1st amendment, religious liberty rights, would be attacked by such partisan legislation within our lifetime? The
Equality Act specifically denies appeals to RFRA with regard to LGBTQ issues. As a result, in my opinion, the Equality Act constitutes one
of the gravest threats to religious liberty in American history.
With the House passage of the Act, and President Biden’s promise to sign it, the Senate must stand for the 1st Amendment religious
freedoms of our citizens, our churches, faith-based businesses, and schools by voting against this unprecedented attack on people of
faith. If signed into law, faith-based organizations and individuals will face discrimination in unprecedented ways:
Faith-based hospitals and insurers could be forced to provide gender transition treatments and surgery against their conscience.
Grade schools, middle schools, and high schools will be encouraged or mandated to instruct very young children that they can
choose to be a boy or a girl and that their anatomical sexual organs are irrelevant to their sexual identity. Children could also
seek to change their gender without parental knowledge or consent.
The Act would dismantle sex-specific facilities, sports, and other spaces. As a result, biological females would be forced to compete
in sports with biological males and for athletic scholarships. Girls would be terribly vulnerable in bathrooms and showers, places where there should be privacy and protection.
The Equality Act could become a tool used by the government to deny or threaten accreditation to religious colleges and universities for non-compliance to these new gender mores.
Faith-based schools and businesses could be forced to violate their beliefs regarding homosexual activity and LGBTQ behavior or
face fines, censure, or worse.
To illustrate how tenuous is this moment in time, see the recent federal court ruling on January 19 th, 2021 defending a doctor’s conscience rights against coercion to perform transgender interventions which violated their sincerely held religious beliefs. The court cited
RFRA in its ruling. If the Equality Act becomes law, such appeals would be prohibited. The passage of this Bill will also certainly result in
all schools (public, private and faith-based), as well as public spaces like parks and arenas, needing monies to retrofit what we now
know as “single-sex spaces”. The financial burden, should this pass, will most certainly result in significant additional costs to taxpayers.
Will the Congress pass legislation to “bail” out the public schools? It seems any “relief” bill would be costly and need to include those
private and faith-based schools as well since, after all, H.R.5/S.393 seeks to normalize gender equality by criminal and civil penalties.
This Bill appears to be a blatant effort to diminish religions freedom in our nation, which our forefathers fought to preserve, and to
force people of faith to conform to gender ideology under threat of law. While this Bill provides equality for a select group, at the same
time it denies equality to the masses.
I strongly urge you to vote against this grave threat to religious freedom and to urge your fellow senators to do the same. Those who
stand against the “Equality Act” are not in any way “forcing” their morality on anyone. Quite the contrary, we are people merely standing for the freedom, the right, and the responsibility to have a biblical, moral view of these conscience issues for the sake of our culture
and country even if that contradicts the libertine spirit of the age. As a Christian I believe Jesus loves all people, died for all people, and
came to save all people. God didn’t just love some, but the whole world, and He treats all people with equality, showing no partiality
while respecting individuality. This is the Biblical view upon which I stand and which I publicly confess.
Know that I will be praying for you as you respond to this danger on behalf of all (Floridians/Georgians) and our nation. If I may support
your decision in other ways, please do not hesitate to call upon me.
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]

BOARD OF LAY MINISTRY
By Bob Harrison

Season has come and almost gone for this year. It is a time to say good-bye to good
friends for the summer as they head back North, however, the operation of Marco
Lutheran Church goes on. We are down to one service at 9:30 a.m. We are always in
need of full time members or regular attendees to act as Ushers. If you are willing to
serve, please let the office know 239-293-0332. We hope that you all have a safe and
rewarding summer. See you in the Fall!

Book Club
Meeting
June 16 at 5:30 p.m.
Discussion:
“LOST HORIZON”
by James Hilton
(No Book Club meeting in May)
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