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VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
By Pastor Tom Boeck

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Moved to Action by the Resurrection
1

When the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of
James and Salome bought spices, so
that they might go and anoint him. 2And
very early on the first day of the week,
when the sun had risen, they went to
the tomb. 3And they were saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone
for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
4
And looking up, they saw that the stone
had been rolled back—it was very large.
5
And entering the tomb, they saw a
young man sitting on the right side,
dressed in a white robe, and they were
alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified. He has risen; he is
not here. See the place where they laid
him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter
that he is going before you to Galilee.
There you will see him, just as he told
you.” 8And they went out and fled from
the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid. - Mark 16:1–8
The women who were close disciples of
Jesus went to the tomb that morning,

not knowing what they
would encounter, yet out
of their love for Jesus they
went anyway. They
thought they were going
to finish the embalming
job that was hastily
completed that fateful afternoon just three
days earlier. Yet, when they arrived, they were
greeted by what our text calls “a young man
sitting on the right side, dressed in a white
robe.” What a strange and wonderful
encounter! They expected to ask the soldiers
to move the stone from in front of the tomb so
they could do what they needed to do, only to
be given the message that Jesus was not there!
He IS risen!
What an incredible message they received! Yet
they were still a little confused, weren’t they?
Our text says: “…they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.” And yet, the angel had
told them to share the news. Of course, we
know from history that after the initial shock,
they did in fact share the good news, not only
with the disciples, but also with everyone they
met! As the days immediately following the
resurrection ensued, these women actually saw
the risen Jesus, as did some 500 other believers
over the 40 days before Jesus’ ascension to
heaven.
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Those ladies became part of the early Christian church that was a movement like none that had
ever been seen before! The early Christian church grew in seismic proportions as news of the
risen messiah, Jesus, was shared and people came to faith!
So where are you in your walk with the risen Jesus? Are you still in shock? That doesn’t seem
likely. Is there any reason that you aren’t eager to share the news and to help others come to the
faith? We have the greatest news in the history of mankind to tell. Jesus, our messiah, suffered
and died to take away our sins, and rose again from the grave to show us the way to eternal life.
There is no other news that exists that is more important or has more effect on our eternity than
that! Let’s take this reminder of Jesus’ salvation message and use it to move us to action! Let’s
share his love with others and tell them about what he has done for us all.
The Easter message is too good and too important, not to move us to action! Jesus did all this for
us. And he did it, because he loves us! There is no greater news and no greater message for
anyone than that.
Happy Easter blessings!
Pastor Tom Boeck

MAUNDY THURSDAY—April 1 at 7:00 p.m.
GOOD FRIDAY—April 2 at 7:00 p.m.
(no worship on Saturday, April 3)

EASTER SUNDAY - April 4 at:
8:00 a.m.—9:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m. Worship

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
By Jacquielynn Wolff
Happy Easter!!! Hallelujah!!! What a
beautiful, wonderful, fantastic, awe-some
celebration this most humbling, inspiring,
appreciative time is to give thanks, thanks for the
infinite Love of Jesus!!!
We also want to recognize and give such special thanks to our wonderful Christian
Education leaders and teachers! We are so grateful for all the: time, effort, love, and care each
of you put passionately into: preparing, really thinking a lot about, taking time to research and
present to your classes and Bible studies in truly loving service to our MLC Family.
MLC hosted Dr. Scott Sullivan in February as our 2021 Spring
Visiting Scholar. Dr. Sullivan, who is the author of Christ 101 and
Logic 101 (and other Bible Study curriculum) presented on the
topics of “Countering Atheism”, “The Design Argument for God” , “
How to Defend the Bible” , “Did Jesus
Really Rise from the Dead?” , and “Why
Morality Shows that God Exists.”
Dr. Sullivan is an apologist and
philosopher who spends his time
teaching practical ways that we can
understand Christian theism as well as
defend our faith in our ever changing world. Each of the lectures
was taped and can be viewed by calling our church office to get a
copy of the lecture!
Visiting Scholar weekend was a great success with our Great Room
filled with inquiring minds both from within MLC and also plenty of
guests from within our community. We wrapped up the weekend by welcoming musical guests,
Eirinn Abu, Jose Gregorio Hernandez and Pedro Alfonso who performed a wonderful musical
concert to a packed house in our Sanctuary.
We are always so pleased to have Eirinn
perform at MLC!
Wishing everyone all the most wonderful
blessings of a beautiful Spring…a new
beginning…a wonderful chapter to come…
Happy Easter Dear Family…Jesus is Risen!!!
We know we Love and are Loved…this is
infinitely true and the deepest comfort. Now
we go out and share that with all…and Sing
Hallelujah!!!

PROPERTY BOARD
By Tom Kramer

...Do You Know What We Do?
Our small but mighty property board
has quietly and efficiently kept the
church property running so well. The flat roof was just replaced along with the new sign
along Collier Blvd., phones and internet were upgraded to fiber optics and there are many
other upgrades in the works. Coming soon, take notice of all the improvements like
upgrading all outside lighting to LED and replacing all doors and windows to hurricane
standards. The property board is looking for a few more hands to help with set up and
tear downs of rooms, particularly the Great Room when needed for all the different
activities utilized by the congregation and our friends in the community. If you are
interested in helping, please contact Larry Soccio at 239-394-0332 or Tom Kramer at 215205-3021.

BIBLE STUDIES
Come Join Us!
•

Men’s Bible Study-Tuesdays 8:30 a.m.

Men, come on Tuesday mornings for a study and discussion on the book of Romans. This class will be
meeting in the Choir Room. The last class of the season will be on April 13.
•

Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.

Women, join the group led by Carolyn Ohman. Continuing “Cultures in Conflict,” by Ray Vander Laan.
This class meets in the Choir Room. Their last class of the season will be on April 21.

WOMEN OF MARCO
By Cindi Kramer

The Woman of Marco’s mission is to serve Marco
Lutheran Church, our Community, and the world. We
aim to do that through fellowship, kindness and
respect for each other.
March has been a busy month for the WOM! First, we had LWML weekend. Did you know
that all woman who are full or associate members of the church are also members of the
LWML? (Lutheran Women’s Mission League) In the 78 years in existence, the LWML has
raised in excess of $100 million dollars for missions, and has never failed to reach the goal
set for the period. This period’s (April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2021) national goal of $2.1 million
has already been surpassed reaching $2,137,742.34 due in large part to the mites collected
and your generous contributions.
WOM also sponsored making the Palm Crosses in March. So, if you had a cross for Palm
Sunday, you can thank the men and women who spent a morning of fun and friendship
making them. Special thanks to John Gross who gave his time collecting the palm fronds!
We couldn’t make the crosses without them! Thanks John!
We are still collecting tabs and eye glasses. You can leave them on the table in the hall.
We have been successfully having zoom meetings along with our in person meetings the 3 rd
Thursday of every month at 1:30 p.m.. Please join us for our next meeting, either in person
or on zoom. Everyone’s voice and idea is important, and we love to brainstorm and hear
each one! God Bless!

Five reasons to buy life insurance:
To provide continuing income for your family members
To pay off debts you leave behind
To pay final expenses and taxes
To provide an estate for your loved ones
To leave money to charity
You'll get around to buying life insurance, but not today. With all the things you've got to do,
buying life insurance can come off as a low priority--just one more thing you ought to do. Plus,
the whole idea of discussing life insurance isn't a whole lot of fun. Who wouldn't rather take
the dogs for a walk on the beach, attend a child's softball game, or spend those precious few
hours of free time in the evening visiting with friends?
Nonetheless, buying life insurance is really an important task that should be addressed
If you don't have a clue about which type of policy is right for you, or how much life insurance
you need, join the club. Few of us truly understand life insurance: why we need it, what type
of policy is best, how much we need, when and how benefits are paid, how benefits may be
taxed, and more. That's okay. It's not your job to know everything about life insurance. That's
the job of an insurance professional. At Thrivent, we can help you answer these questions.
Don’t forget the Thrivent Member Network free online events are still going on!
We continue to offer you opportunities of inspiration to learn
something new and give back. To view a full list of upcoming online
events please visit https://www.thriventfinancial.com/membernetwork/southeast/events/ and follow us on Facebook
@southeasttmn. If you have questions about Thrivent, or need help
registering for these events, please reach out to
David Contessa at (239) 300-5139.

Sunday, April 18, we will
begin our summer
Worship schedule with one
service at 9:30 a.m.

STEWARDSHIP
By Linda Harrison
Getting Onboard
As you prepare to begin your journey to walk in Christ’s footsteps and serve on the ship of
the Church, it is commonplace to wonder why others chose to serve. So, let’s meet one of
the crew members who would welcome you with open arms.
Anne Rozite is co-chair of the Altar Guild (with Judi Volmer),
serves as an usher, is a member of the newly formed Reception
Committee, and was a greeter during pre-COVID times. She also
has helped out at some of the church’s outreach activities.
Why does she do it? “I think it is important to support the church
in its continuing missions,” says Anne. “The more people who are
willing to help, the better we can serve the Church and all it does
for the community.”
Anne gets tremendous satisfaction from serving and knowing she’s made someone else’s
job easier, and, she feels more engaged. She continues, “We are all part of the Church. But
since I have begun to serve, I feel more a PART of the Church.”
You can start to become involved slowly. Anne recommends getting your feet wet with
something with a defined time frame. Consider a one-day outreach activity or serving as an
usher for one Sunday. Then, learn more about the other opportunities available – and
choose what is right for you.

For Anne, there is another advantage:
“It’s a great way to get to know other
Marco Lutheran Church members!”
We hope you’ll join Anne and the other
MLC servants to add meaning to your faith
journey.

Thank you to our Easter Lili contributors … they look fabulous!
Judith & Charlie Vollmer
Doug & Sandy Alger
Nick & Greta Eckerle
Tom & Vicki Williams
Family of Esther Lowe
Marjorie Casey
Karl & Jean Ristow
Bob & Ruth Cory
Jaye Spencer
Cindi Kramer
Sue Chapin
Mark & Karen Kuhnly
Bob Scholle
Phil & Marilyn Kostelnik
Marv & Shirley Roloff
Mimi Nimtz
Don & Nancy Lesher
Denny & Phyllis Johnson
Bob & Shelbe Lanam
Pastor Ken & Marilyn Garazin
Joyce & Bob Fenelon
John Noffze
Nancy & Warren Rasmussen
Dave & Roxanne Daggett
Pam & Dick Moody
Ed & Susan Bauer
Nancy Teets
Brenda Richard
John & Jan Puoci
Carmen Brookshaw
Shirley Rhodes
Joni Lowe
Kathy Kopitz
John Patterson

Marcy Bailey
Jerry & Ellie Donselman
Anne & Andy Rozite
Marjorie Casey
Dom & Patti Durinzi
Bob & Barbara Meyn
Marianne Glesmann
Lili Surber
Steven Kopitz
Larry & Pat Meier
Louise Shaffer
Bob Kelley
Roger & Beth Miller
Marianne Stevenson
Lavonne Johnson
Loren Beck
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SAILING SOLO
By Shirley Rhodes

The Sailing Solo group held their monthly Sunday event on
March 21. The weather was a bit chilly and windy, so we moved from the MLC parking lot to
the Great Room. The tables were set up for social distancing and we wore our masks and
enjoyed five challenging games of Bingo , complete with prizes. We had 19 members in
attendance along with three new people...welcome! It seemed so nice to be back in our
church home. As always, Carmen treated us with delicious chicken salad on croissants and
amazing brownies...thanks Carmen! Our next monthly meeting will be on Sunday, April 25 at
4:00p.m. in the church parking lot. Come and join us for another competitive game of Corn
Hole!!

Yoga

Sailing Solo

GENTLE YOGA
Mondays & Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.

CHAIR YOGA
Mondays & Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.
Class Maximum is 30 Students.
ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATON
IS REQUIRED.
Please visit our website:

marcolutheran.org

Marco Lutheran Church’s
singles ministry meets
monthly on the 4th Sunday
from
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Sailing Solo offers the
opportunity for singles to meet
with others at a similar time in
life. For many, it helps in going
from a “me”
to “we”!
For more information call

394-0332

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Rebecca Schofield
Charlie Vollmer
Ellen Donselman
Lyle Rayner
Anne Rozite
Linda DeStefano
Allen (Tom) Wittkopf
Flo Hendricks
Steven Harper Jr
Sybl Fleming
Beverly Nyce
Meredith Bair
Dee Beck
Irene Hertel
Charles Oestreicher
Anita Chaney
Christine High
Marty Lauth III
Frank Romano
John Mueller
Paul Goepfert
Francia Shaw
Ron Griffith
Alfred Koeck
Linda Leksas
Vicki Williams
Betty Drews
Debbie Woolnough
Monna Hormel
Phyllis Peterson
Jean Ristow
Robert Lanam
Wally Maurer
John Noffze
David Long
Pete Schmidt
Helen Johnson

Apr 1
Apr 1
Apr 2
Apr 2
Apr 2
Apr 4
Apr 4
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 8
Apr 8
Apr 8
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 12
Apr 14
Apr 14
Apr 15
Apr 17
Apr 17
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 20
Apr 21
Apr 21
Apr 23
Apr 26
Apr 27
Apr 30

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 4
Apr 7
Apr 11
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 20
Apr 27

Phillip & Marilyn Kostelnik
Terry & Carol Tobin
Tom & Cindi Kramer
John & Susan Schadler
Lyle & Carol Rayner
Tom & Vicki Williams
Bill & Gail Craig
Robert & Shelbe Lanam
Bruce & Debbie Woolnough

BOARD OF OUTREACH
By Sharon Boeck
Happy Easter Everyone!
Our Church with A Heart event in February was a success
thanks to your support and generosity. We collected
over $9,100 and an overwhelming number of personal
hygiene items. We still have about $8,000 dollars in
reserve which will be used for future Church with a Heart events.
We will continue to work with our outreach partners such as Our Daily Bread and Al’s Pals ,
and will continue to help families in need. Our event in February taught us that our
congregation not only wants to give money, but also wants to serve the community by
volunteering. Our group met earlier in March to plan future events. We will use the
newsletter and Sunday Bulletin to post those events to help you plan your calendar. We are
working with St. Matthew’s House to determine their needs at the shelter, so we can provide
personal hygiene kits for men, women and children.

On March 21, The Board of Outreach hosted the New Member’s Breakfast, welcoming
Darlene Miller, Steve Hirsch, Lilli and Dale Surber, Michael Montgomery and Diane Sanford,
Lucky and Laura Lang, and Carl and Mary Bodkins. Lilli and Mary have already participated in
outreach events!
We will be hosting a Get–to Know-You luncheon at our local mission church, Pelican Lutheran
on Sunday, April 25. We anticipate about 40 of their parishioners to join us. More
information on menu and volunteer opportunities for this event will be available after Easter.

Welcome to our newest Members! The following people have recently completed the
Discover Marco Spring 2021 classes and were presented to the Congregation before a
welcome to MLC breakfast. We are so blessed to continue to grow our membership with
people who bring new ideas, talents and treasures to our wonderful congregation.

Dale & Lili Surber

Steven Hirsch & Darlene Miller

Lucky & Laura Lang

Carl & Mary Grace Bodkins

Michael Montgomery & Diane Sanford

