Sundays Worship 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m. begins Jan. 9

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
By Pastor Tom Boeck

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH

Happy New Year! Looking Forward in Faith

of the Bible did. We count on
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the God’s provision and act as His
conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people children while we continue to
of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we share His love and His gospel
understand that the universe was created by the with those who need it most.
As we place our faith in God
word of God, so that what is seen was not made
for everything, He will provide us with all we need
out of things that are visible.
in this body and life, while presenting us with
Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV)
opportunities to serve Him by serving others.
2020 is behind us. Phew! We have a vaccine
that’s making its way through the population, and
soon will be generally available, helping our
nation and the world to begin to overcome a
terrible pandemic and get back to what will
become our new normal. Let’s pray that it’s a
good normal!
The blessing of 2020 was its exercise in faith. As
we went through the trials of the year, which
were physical, emotional, and financial, we were
witness to God’s amazing provision for us. He
continued to care for us, and to use us to care for
others. We found out that by putting our faith in
God for His provision, that He provided enough
for us to not only take care of ourselves, but also
to be able to help others who were in dire need.

We are looking forward to changes on our campus
and to growth in our outreach for the new year.
As we look to God’s mission for Marco Lutheran in
2021 and beyond, we pray that God will continue
to bless our efforts and help us to touch others
with His love. We are in the process of having
designs made to help us with outdoor spaces that
will allow us to have more events on our campus
that will draw people to them and allow us to
witness God’s love to new people. We hope to
have more information available for the
congregational meeting in January, that will allow
us to determine how we would like to move
forward in some areas.

While modifications and adaptations have had to
be made in our operations, worship and ministry
As we look with 20/20 hindsight on the events of to accommodate our current form of normal
2020, we see how blessed we were by God. Very during the pandemic, we look forward to
few in our congregation became ill, and none died establishing some new normals that will help us
to serve God’s people in this place and to share
from this very scary virus. For those things we
the gospel more effectively. We will look to God
praise and thank our God. We see how we were
for guidance so that we may be a blessing and
stretched to serve others as we fed the hungry
have an impact in the lives of people in need
and homeless, and provided continuing mission
support for some of our local missions with great through both spiritual and physical support that
we continue to provide.
needs. We are seeing people who have been
touched by the love of God through our efforts
As we look forward in hope to 2021, we place our
and our donations.
faith in God to use us for His glory and the good of
The one thing that was constant in all of this was His kingdom on earth!
our faith. As we look forward to 2021, we again
Blessings to you all!
place our faith in God, just as the great patriarchs Pastor Tom Boeck
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CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT
Dawn Snyder
Dear Church Family,
Years from now we will reflect and remember how we stayed close to our family, and
friends in the midst of isolation. I think God is trying to remind us how important
relationships are in his plan. We learned zoom, Facebook live, and other technical terms
we never knew before.
I was blessed to have all my children under my roof for Christmas. My oldest with his fiancé sharing their
wedding plans. My second oldest shared that he is asking his girlfriend to marry him on New Year's Day.
Have you seen the latest version of the Grinch? We gathered to watch and I was reminded the story conveys a
world in which we all want to live; one in which we are all loving, cooperative, empathetic beings.

The Grinch experiences a profound, magical change. But he doesn't do it alone. The message is clear; people
can change. But in order to do so, they need help from others. Not in the form of lecturing, but to be shown by
example. To be shown kindness and understanding.
The change that the Grinch undergoes gives people hope. Hope that the bad things and people in the world
can be better. Hope that given the right circumstances, things can change.
That hope is important to believe in. Ultimately, I think this is the greatest reason that the story has stood the
test of time. Why it gives us all the warm, fuzzy feelings. The Whos further this hope by showing the warmer
side of human nature that we rarely see, especially in response to someone so heinous. Instead of fearing, or
hunting down the Grinch, they simply live with him, and don't worry about him causing them trouble. When he
does start trouble by stealing their holiday, how do they respond? By continuing to live the way they always
have. Positivity in the wake of negativity. Light and Joy out of anger and darkness.
This new year is the perfect occasion to appreciate all the good things that the past year has given you and all
the good things that are yet to come. In the past 365 days you have experienced beautiful moments in spite of
any hard times in 2020, and they wouldn't have been quite the same without all the special people in your life.
I wish you and yours all the best now and in the coming year. May your life be filled with joy ,peace, and
happiness. May you recognize the abundance that abounds in your life...
Remember through you Christ Shines.

MUSIC NOTES
BY Craig Greusel

Dawn

COME TO CHOIR PRACTICE! Join in the fun!!
Due to COVID recommendations, the choir is not singing in the sanctuary
during the normal worship services this season. Instead… we are recording
the choir anthems and showing them as videos so we still have the
opportunity to Praise the Lord with MUSIC!

9:30 a.m.
Saturday, January 16
& Saturday, February 6
No registration necessary—Just come and bring your singing voice!!

2

SAILING SOLO
Members of Sailing Solo enjoyed a special Christmas Luncheon at Fiddler’s Creek Caxambus Restaurant's
Terrace on December 10. 30 members attended with masks and social distancing in place. A delicious lunch
was enjoyed by all. A drawing was held for door prizes, which had been made by several of our members. We
were honored to have Pastor Tom and Sharon in attendance. Fellowship was shared by all in the celebration
of the birth of Jesus.
We are looking forward to our future activities as the new year allows.
Blessings,

Sailing Solo Leaders.

MEALS OF HOPE FUNDRAISER
Sailing Solo would like to express our sincere Thank You to everyone who so generously contributed and
supported this year’s annual Meals of Hope fundraiser. Your donations plus MLC matching funds allowed us
to give $11,700 to this very worthy organization who helps to feed the
hungry in our area.
Your continued commitment is so appreciated.

YOGA at

Marco Lutheran
Gentle Yoga
Mondays & Thursdays at 12:30pm
Chair Yoga
Mondays & Thursdays at 2:00pm
Class Maximum is 25 Students.
Online Pre-Registration is REQUIRED.
Please visit our website marcolutheran.org
to pre-register online!

Sailing
o
L
o

Marco Lutheran Church’s
singles ministry meets monthly on the
4th Sunday from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Sailing Solo offers the
opportunity for singles to
meet with others at
a similar time in life.
For many, it helps in going
from a “we” to a “me”.
Sailing Solo hosts various activities in addition to
our monthly meetings. Fellowship and fun is
enjoyed by all.
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BIBLE STUDIES
Come Join Us!
•

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Join after worship for coffee and fellowship and stay for an Bible Study! This class will be held in the
Great Room. This class will be led by Pastor Tom.

•

Artesia Bible Study—2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00 p.m.
Join us for a study of the book of Hebrews at the Artesia subdivision clubhouse. A light supper is
provided. 1460 Santiago Cir. Naples, FL 34114. This class is led by Pastor Tom. Call the church office
for the gate code.

•

Men’s Bible Study-Tuesdays 8:30 a.m.
Men, come on Tuesday mornings for a study and discussion on the book of Romans. This class will be
meeting in the Choir Room.

•

Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. .
Women, Join the group led by Carolyn Ohman, in December we will begin “The Rock, the Road and
the Rabbi.” This class will be meeting in the Choir Room.

•

Thursday Adult Bible Study—Thursday 10:00 a.m.
GENESIS— Fellowship with coffee 9:30 a.m. and class begins at 10:00 a.m.
The class is held in the Great Room and is led by Pastor Tom.

HANDMADE - CROSSES FOR SALE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE!
All proceeds benefit the artist for payment for medical bills.
Paul Granger is a personal friend of Pastor Seth DeBartolo of Amigos En
Cristo. Paul lives in upstate New York and fell and broke his back several
years ago. In order to offset ongoing medical expenses, he started to do
scrollwork (woodworking) and is working with Pastor Seth to sell his art
pieces. The crosses are each crafted by hand and take him approximately
8 hours each to make. Paul loves to share
Christ through his work. We have a limited
supply of crosses to sell.
Minimum donation of $35 each
Please come to the office to purchase
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BOARD OF HUMAN CARE
By Sybl Fleming
December 2020 has been a month of joyous GIVING! YOU made the following
possible:
•

•
•

Twenty-five blankets collected from congregation, along with 5 hand-knitted baby sweaters, delivered to
Amigo en Cristo on December 11. We were graciously greeted by Pastor Bob Selle and given a tour of the
facility.
Thirteen blankets donated to Manatee Elementary on December 14.
Week of 14 December, eight hundred fleece blankets handed out by school administration to each student at
Herbert Cambridge Elementary and Golden Gate Elementary Schools. (Label above attached to each blanket.)

•

$970 over amount needed to pay for fleece blankets generously donated by benefactor to February BOHC
Children’s Project of collecting underwear for the children at Manatee Elementary and Amigo en Cristo.

•

Our MASK UP MANATEE project will be ongoing until the end of the year with cloth youth masks collected in
the church office and delivered January 2021 to Manatee Elementary.

Our next meeting for the Board of Human Care is 6 p.m., January 4, 2021, in the church conference room.
We would love to have YOU join us.

The Staff of Marco Lutheran Church would like to humbly

Thank You

for the generosity that

the Congregation showed our staff for 2020 . We are so appreciative of the gift that we have
received and we are thankful and happy to serve our Lord, by serving His people at Marco
Lutheran Church.
Pastor Tom, Pastor Ken, Betsy, Nancy, Craig, John, & Larry

STEWARDSHIP
By Linda Harrison

So Long to 2020—And Happy Beginnings in 2021
2020 was a very difficult year for most of us. But this congregation has been a blessing—in terms of being
flexible and adapting to new ways to attend worship and in generosity to support the operation and missions
of the church. The Stewardship Committee would like to thank the congregation for its commitment to
meeting the challenge of increasing our General Fund giving by 8%. We were shooting for donations totaling
$888,840 and, after Christmas Eve, donations reached $874,217. So, we are very close. We’ll provide a final
update after the Treasurer and Financial Secretary have closed the books for December.
We look forward to 2021, when our focus will be on increasing the use of members’ time
and talents to serve as the hands and feet of Jesus. Look for more on our efforts to match
congregants with needs within the church and through outreach. We pray that you will be
as diligent in sharing your talents as you were in contributing financially to the ability of
Marco Lutheran to continue to provide the programs and services the church has offered
throughout 2020.
Happy New Year! May God bless you one and all!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
BY Jacquielynn Wolff
Dearest Marco Lutheran Church Family,
Happy New Year!!! Just thinking about all of you brings the greatest warmth, the
biggest smile to my heart; with such gratitude and appreciation and Love!!! It has
been such a difficult year, yet still one filled, over-brimming actually, with Hope.
Hope from the knowing, twinkling eyes of our community children to listening to Marco Lutheran Church
Visiting Scholar Andreas Sturm share stories with us over Adventcafé; this December has been full of happiest
surprises and so much shared Love and Joy!
This Christmas such Hope could be found in the smiling eyes of the children
in our community! These dear children and their amazing parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles helped fill our Christmas with the wonder
and love and appreciation of such JOY when sharing in our adapted
Christmas Open House on Marco Island and in our surrounding community!
A very special thank you to the brilliant, wonderful Gremel Family, Betsy
Adventcafé with MLC Visiting Scholar
Sabbides, and Brittany Canfield for your beautiful inspiration, support, and
Alumnus Andreas Sturm
making this possible! We felt so very fortunate to be able to (cautiously and
safely) bring our Marco Lutheran Church Christmas Open House directly to the doorsteps of our community’s
children; their genuine appreciation so evident in their faces at our greeting pierced our hearts with Love and
so, so much Joy!!!
This Christmas though so very different has provided such beautiful opportunities to creatively share: Hope,
Love and Joy with one another, and for this we are so very, very filled with gratitude, and always wonder, awe,
and Love!
In this New Year so too Zachary Gremel and I begin such an exciting adventure as we deep-dive into research
about the life and works of Martin Luther and more officially begin our own storytelling!! We could not be
more excited as we prepare to share our discoveries and our own creative work with you dear Marco
Lutheran Family and already feel so very encouraged!!!
Sending so much Love Always

WOMEN OF MARCO
By Cindi Kramer
Come and help us Un-Decorate the church! We need help from both MEN and WOMEN to
take down and store the Christmas decorations!

Tuesday, January 5 at 10:30 a.m.
Rummage Sale Update—Whether or not we have a 2021 Rummage Sale will be decided in
January! The decision hinges on having enough volunteers! IF YOU WILL VOLUNTEER TO HELP
DURING THE RUMMAGE SALE—please email Cindi Kramer so the Women of Marco can get an
idea of how many volunteers will participate. womenofmarcoMLC@gmail.com
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JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
HAPPY NEW YEAR from
THRIVENT!!!

Here’s a quick Checklist for keeping tabs on
your portfolio:
• Watch your portfolio to make sure your asset
allocation is still appropriate for your situation
• Check on whether your investments themselves
have changed
• Find out whether new investing vehicles may be
right for you
Thrivent’s mission as a fraternal benefit society, a
membership organization of Christians. Whether
you need assistance with investments, insurance, or
wealth transfer, I am here to help you.
Thrivent Member Network - Southeast Region
online events are continuing into the new year!!
Upcoming ONLINE events
• Living in Financial Victory with Dr. Tony Evans
Wednesday, January 13, 2021 | On Demand |
One Day Only
•

•

Understanding Annuities and Social Security
with Robin Mueller Wednesday, January 20,
2021 | 12 p.m. & 7 p.m
The 5 Love Languages with Dr. Gary Chapman
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 | On Demand
Event

At Thrivent we believe humanity thrives when
people make the most of all God has given
them. To register for these events and to see a full
list of upcoming online events please visit https://
www.thriventfinancial.com/member-network/
southeast/events/ and follow us on Facebook
@southeasttmn. If you have questions, please
reach out to David Contessa at (239) 300-5139.

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
Granville & Judy Thompson
Ed & Frances Silcock
Randal & Laurie Garden
Collyn & Phyllis Peterson

12-Jan
13-Jan
14-Jan
21-Jan

Veli Lapinoja
Bobby Reiman
Connor Knox
Jim Nyce
Tom Kramer
Bob Scholle
Edward Skrzynski
Mary Ann Geartz
Ron Groenke
Riley High
Barbra Jaskiewicz
Gloria Uhl
Barbara Knoll
Nancy Patterson
Carol Tobin
Dave Moenkhaus
Mary Ninker
Shirley Goepfert
Ellen Paczka
Larry Sturzenegger

1-Jan
1-Jan
2-Jan
2-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
4-Jan
5-Jan
5-Jan
5-Jan
7-Jan
8-Jan
9-Jan
9-Jan
10-Jan
10-Jan
11-Jan
11-Jan
11-Jan

Marjorie Casey
12-Jan
Elaine Beck
13-Jan
Linda Meier
13-Jan
Edward Obrenski, Jr.15-Jan
Ada Greaves
16-Jan
Karen Swanker
16-Jan
Betty Moenkhaus 17-Jan
Ken Garazin
18-Jan
Gail Craig
19-Jan
Sandra Wenzler
20-Jan
Carole Zimmerman 20-Jan
Barbara Damon
23-Jan
Audrey Gilbertson 23-Jan
Barry Noffze
24-Jan
June Cooper
26-Jan
Karl Mueller
26-Jan
Alby Golden
27-Jan
Laverne Henry
29-Jan
Sharon Boeck
30-Jan
Anne Buckman
30-Jan
Cara JoPeck
30-Jan
Janice Werner
30-Jan

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH
525 N. Collier Boulevard | Marco Island, Florida 341451949
CHURCH OFFICE: 394-0332
CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT NUMBERS
Rev. Thomas Boeck
Rev. Ken Garazin
Craig Greusel, Music Director
John Davis, Keyboard Specialist
Larry Soccio, Facilities Manager
Betsy Sabbides, Office Manager
Nancy Piper, Technical Administrator
Vicki Williams, Office Assistant

239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-250-5200
239-776-1200
239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-394-0332

WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG

Pastor: Rev. Tom Boeck
Seasonal Pastor: Rev. Ken Garazin
OFFICE HOURS:
Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
FR 8:30 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.
WORSHIP Sunday 8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Saturday 5:00 p.m. (begin January 9)
MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
www.mlcflegacy.org
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