Worship on Sundays, 8:00 & 11:00 a.m. beginning Nov 8 and Live-Streamed at www.marcolutheran.org

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
By Pastor Tom Boeck

Give Thanks to the Lord!

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
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Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
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For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100 (ESV)

First and foremost, thanks to all of you from
Pastor Ken and me for blessing us with your
greetings, well wishes and gifts of appreciation
during Pastor Appreciation month in October!
We both say “Thank you” for your continued
prayers and support for us and our ministry in
your presence. We were moved by your
outpouring of support, and we continue to ask for
your prayers for the ministry here at Marco
Lutheran Church.
As with the advent of each November, we’re
reminded by the impending national holiday to
give thanks. Of course, more and more in our
society, people may wonder to whom they should
give thanks. But that’s not the issue we have at
all, is it? We KNOW to give thanks to our God for
everything He has done for us; especially for our
eternal salvation, bought and paid for by the
precious blood of Jesus on the cross, and won for
us through His resurrection from the grave.
In addition to this most precious condition of
being “saved and redeemed children of God,” we
see each day all of the other reasons we have to
give thanks to our God as He continues to sustain
us with food and clothing, house and home,
family and friends, and all we need in this life.
God is a practical god who continues to provide
for all of our needs, and even blesses us from time

to time by providing for
many of our wants. He is
truly a generous and loving
God. And in this season,
we take the time to focus
on our need to give Him
thanks for everything.
This year we also give thanks to God for allowing
us to survive COVID-19 and to continue to bless
those who are fighting its dangers on our behalf.
We pray that God would bring to us a vaccine and
continued health. We will also take the time this
year to gather, at least virtually, for our
community Thanksgiving event. It will be held
online, with details to follow. We pray that it will
be a blessing for all who participate as we thank
the Lord for a loving and gracious faith community
on this island.
We also have an exciting opportunity to
participate in our Visiting Scholar weekend
November 13-15. You are encouraged to sign up
as soon as possible, as the event will be held in
the sanctuary of the church, which has limited
seating. All who attend will receive a copy of
“Seculosity,” the book written by our visiting
scholar, David Zahl. This is an incredible
opportunity to learn about ways in which we as
Christians can best address the growing
secularism in our society, by sharing the relevance
of our faith.
We are blessed by how well God has protected
our congregation through this pandemic thus far,
and we pray that He would continue to keep us
safe. We thank God for all of His blessings in our
lives and ask Him to keep us focused on Jesus, as
we live in our community as thankful and loving
Christians.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
Blessings,
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November 13-15, 2020

Please Join Us in Welcoming David Zahl
as our

2020 Visiting Scholar!
David is the author of “Seculosity: How Career,
Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, and Romance
became our New Religion and What To Do About It.”
David will be speaking to our congregation on Friday, Nov. 13 @7:00pm,
Saturday Nov. 14 at 9:00am & 1:00pm (with a boxed lunch provided) and
during the Sunday School hour on Sunday Nov. 15.
Each lecture is unique!

This event is FREE! Pre-Registration is Required.
Please see our website for required pre-registration at
Marcolutheran.org. Due to limited seating with social
distancing, tickets are required and are first come-fist
served.
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Worship

at Marco Lutheran

One Church — 2 Services

8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Beginning November 8

Welcome back to in-person Worship!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WE URGE ANYONE WHO DOES NOT FEEL COMFORTABLE IN ATTENDING CHURCH IN PERSON TO
CONTINUE TO VIEW OUR SERVICES VIA LIVE-STREAM AT WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG.
WE REQUEST THAT ALL PEOPLE ATTENDING WORSHIP WEAR A FACEMASK.
WE WILL BE SEATING EVERY OTHER ROW ONLY. Please sit in rows as directed by the ushers. This
separation is to allow for proper six-foot social distancing as recommended by the CDC.
USHERS WILL BE SEATING YOU PRIOR TO THE SERVICE AND DISMISSING YOU AT THE CONCLUSION OF
THE SERVICE. Please be patient.
We have begun CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER at the end of worship with dismissal afterwards.
WE WILL NOT BE SIGNING IN ON THE FRIENDSHIP PADS during this time.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK WHILE SINGING. To minimize spread of any virus, a mask should be worn while
singing.
WE WILL NOT BE SHAKING HANDS OR HUGGING WHILE GREETING EACH OTHER.
USHERS WILL WEAR GLOVES WHEN HANDING BULLETINS/ANNOUNCEMENT.
INSTEAD OF PASSING THE PLATE—TITHES AND OFFERINGS WILL BE GATHERED IN THE OFFERING PLATES
PLACED AT THE EXITS.
Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance of the sanctuary. PLEASE SANITIZE YOUR HANDS PRIOR TO
COMING INTO THE SANCUTARY.
DOORS WILL REMAIN OPEN to reduce the touching of the hard surfaces.

We welcome you back to worship! Although our doors will be open, we are concerned with the safety of
each person in our midst and we respect your decision to remain at home, joining us via live-stream, if that is
what you feel is best. We are committed to offering a worship experience that includes as many safety
protocols as we can to minimize any sickness within our congregation.
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BOARD OF OUTREACH
By Sharon Boeck
Greetings Everyone!
Operation Christmas Child has been an overwhelming
success, thanks to your support and generosity. We
have surpassed our goal of fifty boxes, and as of
October 26, we are only twelve boxes short of doubling
our goal of one hundred shoe boxes for children
overseas. If you wish to participate, please pick up a
shoebox in our ministry center after service. Please return your filled shoe box no later than
November 10 . If you wish to help deliver the boxes to Marco Presbyterian Church on
November 16, please contact Sharon Boeck (678) 467-9817, or call the church office. You do
not need to be on the Outreach Board to participate! We would love to have you with us. Bring
your Santa hat!
Thanksgiving Blessing Bags
In the spirit of Thanksgiving during these trying times, the Outreach
Board is asking our Marco Lutheran Church Family to help fill one
hundred grocery bags with side items listed to help support our
island neighbors in need. We will also be partnering with our
neighborhood grocery stores to supply a voucher for a turkey, to help
make a wonderful Thanksgiving feast.
If you wish to participate, please stop by the ministry center before or after service to pick up
an itemized list and grocery bag to fill. The deadline for bags to be returned is November 19.
We will have a safe drive through event on Sunday, November 22 at 2:00 pm to distribute the
blessings bags. If you wish to participate and hand out the blessing bags, please let the church
office know. We need a lot of hands to make this event successful. Again, you do not need to
be a member of the Outreach Board. We will also be stuffing the bags with literature from
Pastor Tom, along with the dates and times of all our holiday services, events and happenings
at Marco Lutheran Church.

Marco Christmas with Santa & Mrs. Claus at Veteran’s Park on December 19 at 6:30 pm.
As you are well aware, this year has been a
trying one for residents on the island and around
the world. Because of that and in consideration
of the health and safety of all concerned, the city
has come up with a creative way to continue a
32 year tradition, but with a little twist.
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Continued -

BOARD OF HUMAN CARE
By Sybl Fleming
The joyous holiday season is right around the corner and we can still celebrate our many
blessings by giving to others.
MASK UP MANATEE! The counselor of Manatee Elementary School texted me with an urgent
request: washable cloth masks for youth. The two masks per student issued
by Collier County at the beginning of the school year are not enough. If you
are a seamstress and can whip up some youth cloth masks for donating,
please bring them to the church office.

CHILDREN’S PROJECT FOR CHRISTMAS!!! Your Board of
Human Care is planning an upcoming Christmas project
for Golden Gate Elementary. Our focus group has been
rearranged this year because there is no longer one
Golden Gate Elementary: there are two schools on
campus--Herbert Cambridge Elementary and Golden Gate
Elementary. While we are coordinating exactly what these
800 students need, monetary donations would be
appreciated to help us reach this year’s goal of $4,000.
God Bless You, Sybl Fleming

This year, there will be a Christmas drive through event in the parking lot at Veteran’s
Community Park. Our float or display will be located in a designated area within the parking
lot. The public will be invited to drive through to view the displays, and see Santa and Mrs.
Claus to say hello to the families that evening. The city will be taking an offering to make a
donation to Our Daily Bread Food Pantry in the name of the winners of the contest for the
most creative float/display that evening in recognition of that organization’s wonderful
contribution to those in need. Local radio station 98.1, and its owner David Ladd will be doing
an onsite broadcast of the event.
If you wish to be on the planning committee, or to help build our display, please email Sharon
Boeck at ssboeck@comcast.net or call the church office.
Once again, thank you for all your generosity and support these past few months with all of
our outreach events and projects. I am so grateful for all of you!
May you and your family have a blessed Thanksgiving Day!
Stay safe and healthy!
Blessings, Sharon
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FALL BIBLE STUDIES

Come Join Us!
•

Sunday Morning Bible Study 11:00 am (Nov 1 only. Bible Study will resume Dec. 6)
Join after worship for coffee and fellowship and stay for an Bible Study! This class will
be held in the Great Room. This class will be led by both Pastor Tom and Pastor Ken.

•

Artesia Bible Study—2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00pm (Ongoing)
Join us for a study of the book of Hebrews at the Artesia subdivision clubhouse. A light
supper is provided. 1460 Santiago Cir. Naples, FL 34114. This class is led by Pastor Tom.
Call the church office for the gate code.

•

Men’s Bible Study-Tuesdays 8:30am
Men, come on Tuesday mornings for a study and discussion on the book of Romans.
This class will be meeting in the Choir Room.

•

Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays 10:00am
Women, Join the group led by Carolyn Ohman, for the fall study of “Elijah, Spiritual
Stamina in Every Season.” This class will be meeting in the Choir Room.

Thursday Adult Bible Study—Thursday 10:00am NEW STUDY BEGINNING!
Everyone is invited! Come for coffee and fellowship at 9:30am before class. In
November we will begin a study called Christ101. Have you ever had anyone ask
you about Jesus/God and you didn’t know the right words to say? Come to class
and learn how to Share the Good News in ways that will touch the hearts of those
you meet!
•
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MUSIC NOTES
BY Craig Greusel

TIME TO SING
AND YOU NEED TO REGISTER!!!
The next Choir Rehearsal is NOVEMBER 7
Rehearsals will be at two separate times and choristers will need to register for either the A
or B session. We will video record our anthem so that it may be presented virtually during
the Sunday Worship Times. The SATURDAY schedule will look like this:
REHEARSAL GROUP A – 9:30- 10:00
GROUP B- 10:00 Arrival and
GROUP A and B Combined Recording
REHEARSAL GROUP A – 10:30 Departure
REHEARSAL GROUP B- 10:30-11:00
Our rehearsals will be in either or both the Great Room and the Sanctuary. All participants
will wear masks and social distance. When we sing, we will even spread out to an extreme
distance. Time will be limited to one hour of practice, dates for rehearsal are:

November 7, and December 5

STEWARDSHIP
By Linda Harrison

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for
our sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His
family. By water – combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up
residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And,
being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.
Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His –
righteousness, peace, eternal life—also belongs also to us. We receive our treasures from Him,
and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in such a way that they may be
returned to Him. All our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him.
Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours
out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and
will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our
heavenly Father has given to us.
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that
we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more
diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it
and employ it for the good of all—even for us.
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YOGA at Marco Lutheran
Gentle Yoga—Mondays & Thursdays at 12:30pm
Chair Yoga—Mondays & Thursdays at 2:00pm
Class Maximum is 25 Students.
Online Pre-Registration is REQUIRED.
Strict social distancing and safety procedures
will be in place as well as a new liability waiver
must be signed prior to the start of class.
Masks are required to come into class but they
can be removed once you are on your mat.
Please visit our website marcolutheran.org
to pre-register online!

2021 ARTIST SERIES

“The One Show at a Time Series”
While we continue to monitor COVID updates and out of an abundance of caution, we will
only be confirming one show at a time instead of a multi-show season as in the past.
Seating will be socially distanced, and masks will be required.
To accommodate more guests, we are adding a 3:30 PM matinee performance each day.

The first show will be Thursday, February 18 and Friday, February 19, 2021.

Email:

Virtual Ticket Desk
artistseries@marcolutheran.org
Phone: 239-394-5579

Leesa Carls, Artist Series Committee Chair
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WOMEN OF MARCO
By Cindi Kramer
Thanks to all of you who participated in the drive to help give our service members a little
joy at Christmas! I’m sure they enjoyed all the goodies and phone cards you so generously
donated.
The Women of Marco have been successfully having zoom meetings along with our in
person meetings. Women, please join us for our next meeting, Thursday November 19 at
1:30 PM, either in person or on Zoom. (Please call the church office for the Zoom link) It’s so
uplifting to be together with friends both from up north and here in Florida!
We are still collecting tabs and eye glasses. You can leave them on the table in the hall.

SAILING SOLO
MLC Annual Fundraiser which benefits
“Meals of Hope” will run through November
2020. Donations may be made by check to
Marco Lutheran Church with “Meals of Hope”
in the memo line.
Understanding that the local food banks were
unable to distribute as much food as the need
required, Meals of Hope opened their first
Food Pantry at the Golden Gate Senior Center. Now the Food Pantry is distributing their
five packaged meals as well as food from the
local food banks, Operation Blessings, Farm
Share, and local grocery stores to 1200 families each week.
Help us to make a difference by coming together in our community to help end hunger.
Meals of Hope prides itself in being able to
keep food locally.
Sponsored by MLC Sailing Solo Singles Group

Sailing
o
L
o

Sailing Solo,
Marco Lutheran Church’s
singles ministry
meets monthly on the 4th Sunday
from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Sailing Solo offers the opportunity for
singles to meet with others at a similar time in life.
For many, it helps in
going from a “we” to a “me”.
Sailing Solo hosts various activities from Christmas
Luncheons, to river cruises and bus tours to see the
Christmas lights during the Christmas Season and
fellowship and fun is enjoyed by all.
Please join us in our upcoming events.

For more information, call 394-0332
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Closing a
Retirement Income
Gap
When you determine how much
income you'll need in retirement,
you may base your projection on
the type of lifestyle you plan to
have and when you want to retire.
However, as you grow closer to
retirement, you may discover that your
income won't be enough to meet your
needs. If you find yourself in this
situation, you'll need to adopt a plan to
bridge this projected income gap.
If you would like help to answer your
questions regarding investments,
insurance, or wealth transfer, I can
assist. If you have questions, please
reach out to David Contessa at
(239) 300-5139 or
David.Contessa@Thrivent.com.
Don’t forget to join us at our Thrivent
Member Network - Southeast Region
events! All events will be held
virtually through the remainder of
2020.
At Thrivent we believe humanity thrives
when people make the most of all God
has given them. We want to offer you
opportunities of inspiration to learn
something new and give back. To see a
full list of upcoming online events please
visit https://www.thriventfinancial.com/
member-network/southeast/events/ and
follow us on Facebook @southeasttmn.
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Grace Place for Children
and Families has been
working hard to
navigate the new
COVID-19 climate and
its impact on our
program
implementation. We must keep our students
moving forward through these difficult
circumstances, and we have a plan that
includes both in-person and virtual learning.
The health, safety, and well-being of our
students, volunteers, and staff are of utmost
importance to us. If you are able to
volunteer in-person, please share your time
and talents with our students. We need
volunteers to teach English to adults in the
morning, assist on Fridays in our food pantry,
and we are also looking for a volunteer bus
driver with a Florida CDL with a passenger
endorsement and a School Bus
endorsement. Virtual tutors for all grade
levels and subjects in our Academy of
Leaders K-12 after school programs are also
needed.
For more information or to volunteer, please
call Chrissie Missal, Development
Relationship Manager, at 239.255.7213 or
email chrissie@graceplacenaples.org.
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NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
David Karlin
Linda Derleth
David Fenelon
Georgiana Matz
John Moyer
George Raftis
Loy Zalecky
DouglasKnox
Lynne Holmes
Shirley McLaughlin
Keith Baasch
Louise Hoffman

Richard Knoll
Linda Harrison
Kitty Argobright

Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 2
Nov 2
Nov 2
Nov 2
Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 5
Nov 7
Nov 8
Nov 9

Walter France
Jere Draper
Joyce Fenelon
Grace Herr
Dennis Johnson
Roger Boisse

Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 10
Nov 10
Nov 10
Nov 11
Granville Thompson
Nov 11
Sharon Griffith
Nov 12
Norva Jeanne Rooksberry Nov 13
Joyce Maxfield
Nov 14
Annette Bertelson
Nov 16
Sandy Draper
Nov 16
Danny Lange
Nov 16
John Schadler
Nov 17
Margit France
Nov 18
Anika Lapinoja
Nov 18
Richard Ross
Nov 18
Karen Warriner
Nov 18

Robert Volatile
Donald Lesher
Keith Walter
Helen Joyce Coose
Wade Keller
William Greaves
Walter Jaskiewicz
Harry Rubash
Joanne Foote
Phillip Kostelnik
Dennis Hess
Carol Hodgson
Allan Liebrenz
Marie Mahr
Marilyn Kostelnik
Sandra Anderson
Gail Cacciola
Richard Clark

Nov 19
Nov 20
Nov 20
Nov 21
Nov 21
Nov 23
Nov 23
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 24
Nov 26
Nov 26
Nov 26
Nov 26
Nov 28
Nov 29
Nov 30
Nov 30

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
By Jacquielynn Wolff
Treasures and Memories to be Discovered in our
MLC Library
Cleaning and reorganizing our MLC Library with members and
honorary members of our Library Committee is an arduous
activity and I couldn’t be more grateful to be in the process of
doing it!! The most tremendous thank you and deepest
appreciation to the wonderful, beautiful souls whose efforts
are continuing to bear such beautiful fruit in this garden of
love, care and letters!
It has been a walk down a beautiful memory lane finding
little notes, letters, mementos for the reader, some left
intentionally, some special bookmarks (including some plane
tickets - an excellent place to enjoy one of your MLC Library
books)...specific notes of appreciation for our beautiful happily flowing source of: inspiration, joy, comfort,
understanding, solitude, friendship and love found in the pages, and words printed and handwritten with so
much care in the books of our MLC Library!
Next month we will highlight ~
Three very special, meaningful stories about the lives of three immensely inspiring and indelible members of
our very own MLC Family!
These special books can be found on the middle shelf of the first bookcase
just beneath the display of Martin Luther’s Prayer.
Please come visit your very own special library. Please check out a book (and please so we know how
much our library is being loved,) sign the register in the white binder in the middle of the book shelfs. Please
also know each book back on the shelf has been individually dusted and the front and back cover sanitized.
All returned books will be sanitized by a member of the Library Committee before being re-shelved! Wishing
you the most wonderful journey delving into our MLC Library, absolutely cocooned in Love!!
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OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2021
Some of you may have already heard that our church will not be using individually numbered
offering envelopes in 2021. Fewer of you are using your envelopes than in the past. The cost of the
envelopes and the staff man hours to manage them made the decision simple. With a new counting
process in place, the individually numbered envelopes are not necessary to track contributions. In
fact, for the last several weeks the offering has been counted without the use of numbered
envelopes. Next year will be the most confidential and secure system our church has ever had. My
thanks to Karl Ristow for his hours donated helping me test the new system.
Whether you choose to donate electronically, cash, or by check, we will continue to keep records. If
you donate via check, the name and address on your check is sufficient to record your donation
correctly. If you want more confidentiality, please insert your check into a pew envelope and put it in
the offering plate. Filling out the name and address information on the pew envelope is optional. We
have altar flower envelopes available for you in the church office. You can also opt to use the memo
field of your check to specify altar flowers or any other non-general fund contribution you choose.
However, for those who donate with cash, if you want a contribution statement, please use a pew
envelope and write your name on it.
Statements will be emailed twice for 2021 contributions. Should you have a need to check on your
contribution status throughout the year, please contact me for an updated statement. Most couples
choose to file joint tax returns. In that case, it does not matter whose signature is on the check. For
couples who want contributions tracked separately, please contact me so I can verify that in our
computer database. As always, feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.
Your continued support for Marco Lutheran Church in this difficult 2020 has been much appreciated.
Roger Miller, Financial Secretary
financialsec@marcolutheran.org
(239) 451-9040

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH

525 N. Collier Boulevard | Marco Island, Florida 34145-1949
CHURCH OFFICE: 394-0332

Pastor: Rev. Tom Boeck

CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT NUMBERS

OFFICE HOURS:

Rev. Thomas Boeck
Rev. Ken Garazin
Craig Greusel, Music Director
John Davis, Keyboard Specialist
Larry Soccio, Facilities Manager
Betsy Francis, Office Manager
Nancy Piper, Technical Administrator

239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-250-5200
239-776-1200
239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-394-0332

WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG

Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
FR 8:30 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.
WORSHIP
Sunday 8:00 & 11:00
a.m. beginning Nov. 8
MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
www.mlcflegacy.org
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