Worship on Sundays, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Live-Streamed at www.marcolutheran.org

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH

By Pastor Tom Boeck

New Season, Different Life
Jesus said: “…on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Matthew 16:18b (ESV)“6
Having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his
teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his
exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
Romans 12:6-8 (ESV)
Between listening to what Jesus has to say about
how the gates of hell will not prevail against His
church, and then the apostle Paul’s exhortation
to the Romans about the gifts and talents with
which God has blessed each Christian for sharing
the gospel, we have a fantastic encouragement
as we move into this next season of activity at
Marco Lutheran Church. COVID-19 has put quite
a damper on our activities since March, but we
are beginning to see some opportunities for
fellowship and ministries open up. In fact, we’re
preparing for folks to register for worship and
communion, beginning with our September 13
service, due to capacity limitations because of
social distancing requirements.
But we remain undeterred in our mission to
spread the gospel and edify the saints through
worship and Bible study. Our first Bible study for
the year will begin off site at Artesia beginning
Monday September 14, with an interesting class
on the book of Hebrews in the New Testament.
Contact Pastor Tom for the entry code for the
gate. We will be celebrating “back to church”

Sunday on September 20
this year. We encourage
each of you to invite
someone to worship. As you
invite them, you can register
them to attend, or you can invite them to watch
via live stream. Either way, we have the
opportunity to kick off a new season with loving
Christian outreach to those with no church
home.
This season gives us a new opportunity to take a
different approach by doing direct outreach in
our community. Our loving, Christian presence
along with our direct invitation to others is sure
to bear fruit. Our regular Bible studies will again
begin on campus in October.
We are also preparing for another major event
this November with our Visiting Scholar
program. This year, we have David Zahl, author
of “Seculosity: how career, parenting,
technology, food, politics, and romance became
our religion and what to do about it.” More
information will be forthcoming as the event will
take place November 13-15. Don’t forget to
mark your calendars. We have limited seating,
due to social distancing, so tickets will be
available on a first come, first served basis.
I can’t wait to see how the Lord uses Marco
Lutheran Church in this coming season for His
glory!
Blessings,
Pastor Tom
(P.S. I have passed my Greek exam and am
moving forward with my coursework at
Concordia Seminary!)
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NEW Reservation policy at MLC
COVID Restrictions and social
distancing requirements bring new
policies at
Marco Lutheran Church

Due to our anticipated attendee increase as we begin “season,” MLC is instituting a
reservation policy for worship services beginning September 13, 2020. You will be asked to
reserve a seat for worship using our online reservation form that will be on our website or by
calling into the church.
Simply go to our website at: marcolutheran.org, hover over “What’s Happening” in the
navigation bar and click on RESERVE to get to the online form.

Reservations will be accepted for one
Sunday at a time, beginning on the
previous Monday at 8:30 a.m. We will
continue to take reservations online until
Sunday at 7:00 a.m. and by phone during
normal office hours. If all seats have
been reserved, the system will inform
you that seating is full for this Sunday.
Seating is not assigned and is first come
first served.
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STEWARDSHIP

by Linda Harrison

Marco Lutheran will be emphasizing Stewardship during the month of October!
Please watch for our updates in the coming weeks! The following letter comes from
Stewardship Advisors.

Following Jesus
Our stewardship emphasis for 2020 is “Disciples Living as Grace-filled Stewards,” which
begins on October 4, 2020. The purpose of this article is to help us understand what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus. When Jesus calls us to follow Him and we follow, we begin
our journey as disciples.
In the early part of Jesus’ public ministry, Jesus called His 12 disciples. He called Peter and
Andrew while they were fishing. He told them, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of
men” (Matthew 4:19). A little later, He called James and John to follow. Jesus also called a
tax collector and a zealot to be disciples. It is likely that the other disciples were craftsmen.
Hearing Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, they left everything behind and followed
immediately. From this point on they (except for Judas) were inseparable from their Lord.
They spent approximately three years with Jesus, learning and listening. The Holy Spirit
called them by the Gospel, as He does us today.

During His time on earth, Jesus showed His disciples to love and show mercy to people in
need. Jesus showed compassion for the sick and hurting, healing the many who came to
Him. He cared for their souls as He shared the life-changing Gospel. After hearing Jesus and
seeing His miracles, many who heard the Gospel became followers of Jesus. He changed
peoples’ hearts and lives and gave them a new purpose for living. He gave them hope for
their eternal future. After Jesus had spent time preparing His disciples for ministry, He sent
them out to disciple others. These empowered disciples continued Jesus’ ministry of
preaching and teaching the Word, baptizing, and loving all people. Their model of ministry
was the very life of Jesus. Through the proclamation of the Gospel, many unbelievers
became followers.
After Jesus’ ascension, these 12 disciples left a huge impact on the world. God graciously
empowered and used these ordinary men for the extraordinary task of carrying His lifesaving message to the world. They became instruments through whom God worked. In the
same way, God uses ordinary people like us to be His disciples who carry the message to
those who will be lost without hearing and believing in it. As Jesus’ disciples, we are the
channels through whom He delivers His life-saving Gospel. We become Jesus’ hands, feet,
and mouth to share the Good News of Jesus’ love to all people. By being disciples, we fulfill
our Lord’s command to go and make disciples. Thanks be to God for giving us the privilege
to serve Him by serving others as His disciples.
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BOARD OF OUTREACH &
BOARD OF HUMAN CARE
By Sharon Boeck (& Sybl Fleming)
On Saturday, August 8, The Boards of
Outreach and Human Care teamed up
together, and sorted and packed up a
little more than four hundred pencil box
supply kits consisting of crayons, pencils, highlighters,
dry erase markers, pencil sharpener, glue sticks, tissue
pack and a bookmark. There were eleven volunteers in
attendance, and pencil boxes were put together in less
than forty-five minutes. The boxes were delivered to
Manatee Elementary School later in the week. We will
continue to help MES throughout the year, as well as
Tommy Barfield, as they assess their needs after school
starts up at the end of August.
September 14, Gentle and Chair Yoga will be starting up in the great room with limited numbers. Each
class will be once a week for now. You must sign-up for yoga classes on the website, as well as sign a
waiver if you wish to participate.
Canned Foods will continue to be collected in the bin at church for Our Daily Bread Food Pantry.
Outreach will also be working on “Love in a Mug”. We will be reaching out to our firefighters, police
officers, teachers and community business owners sending out Dunkin Donuts certificates, with notes of
appreciation and thanks for everything they do for our community during this pandemic. We are looking
for monetary donations to purchase Marco Lutheran Mugs, gift cards, certificates for donuts, coffee, tea
etc. Please put “Love- in -a -Mug” in the memo line. Your donations will help to offset our costs.
“Notes of Kindness” – We are asking members of the congregation, as well as children at MES and
Tommy Barfield to send in notes or cards of encouragement and gratitude to our firefighters, police
officers, community helpers and
residents in nursing homes.
Please send your notes/cards into
the office the month of
September.
Outreach will be putting together
goodie bags for Back to Church
Sunday . They will consist of a
large plastic MLC tumbler,
prepackaged muffins, and
literature about our upcoming
events.
Praying that you all stay healthy,
and looking forward to seeing
you soon.
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SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Laverne Glesmann

2-Sep
Hildegard Carney
2-Sep
Kirk Nestaval
3-Sep
Roy Zito
3-Sep
Marlene Byard
4-Sep
Marilyn Garazin
4-Sep
Mark Kuhnly
6-Sep
Michael Ballenger
7-Sep
Chuck Wiley
7-Sep
Jeffrey Bertelson
9-Sep
Conrad Henry Jr.
9-Sep
Eve
Lindgren
9-Sep
Jacquielynn Wolff
9-Sep
Nancy Carrington
10-Sep
Marianne Glesmann 11-Sep
Ed
Silcock
11-Sep
Shelbe Lanam
12-Sep
Grace Swanchak
12-Sep
Elfie Walter
12-Sep
Melinda Geartz
14-Sep

Susan Oestreicher
Anita Dreyer
Kay
Hunter
Roger Miller
Sue
Chapin
Marsha Schulz
Michael DeLazzer
Joe Carrington
Mary Ann Lauber
Billy Reiman
Larry Spees
Phyllis Espegard
Susan Schadler
Frank Walter
Helen Clark

THE WOMEN OF MARCO
(LWML)
By Cindi Kramer

14-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
17-Sep
17-Sep
18-Sep
19-Sep
19-Sep
20-Sep
20-Sep
21-Sep
21-Sep
23-Sep
25-Sep

Kathryn Rickers
Keith Rhoades
Tom Williams
Gwen Nestaval
Lu Schieferdecker
Randal Garden
Betty Koenig
Hildegard Leypoldt
Hansen Watkins

25-Sep
26-Sep
26-Sep
27-Sep
27-Sep
30-Sep
30-Sep
30-Sep
30-Sep

We want you to join

the MLC PRAYER CREW
Pray weekly for the prayer needs that we
have and any special requests that come in
during the week. We would like to begin to
gather our “crew” monthly to pray together.
You can still be a member of our crew if you
are out of Florida for the summer!
Contact the church office to sign up!

The Woman of Marco want YOU! Although we were unable to have our August meeting, we are going to
try a Zoom conference for our September 17, 2:00 Meeting, and we hope to see many more of you there!!
Our mighty little group donated $2000.00 in June to St. Matthew’s House and another $2000.00 on July to
The Daily Bread Food Pantry. Thank you all for your support!

Just a short reminder that we are still collecting can tabs for the Lions Club which they give to the Masons
for Saint Jude children’s hospital transportation fund. The collection jar is in the hallway under our new bulletin board. In addition, they are also collecting eye glasses, so if you have any unwanted eye glasses, there
is a box for them also.
MITE BOXES: Pick up one in the hall by our bulletin board. We hope you will take the small bank home,
drop your change into it, then return it to the Sanctuary, and pick up a new one. The “mites” gathered from
many people add up to powerful ministry dollars for worldwide missions supported by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Let’s help spread the wonderful gospel. This is a year round Mission Project.
We will be discussing future plans and events at the next meeting, so please join us!
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MARCO LUTHERAN STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
This year has been a very challenging year, given the corona virus situation. We ceased in-person worship on
March 22 and relied on streaming services to reach our congregation. Thankfully we were able to return to in
-person attendance at weekly services on May 31. As you might imagine, those changes in actual attendance
at worship have had an effect on giving. In the past few weeks several people have asked how our drive to
increase giving by 8% has fared. While acknowledging that it is difficult to make solid conclusions, this email is
designed to give you a picture of where we stand as of the end of June.
For the purposes of determining our progress, let’s look at giving to the general fund. Earmarked funds can’t
be used for running the church—so they are essentially unavailable to meet our budgetary needs. With that
said, we are 1.7% behind on our projected general fund giving and 3% lower than 2019. That probably isn’t
too bad, considering the current situation. June was a very good month for us, with forecasted contributions
to the general fund of $38,000 and actual donations of $51,750. A few more months like that should help us
reach and surpass 2019 giving. A word of caution, however. Although June numbers surpassed the forecasted
amount, we didn’t have much left over after covering our monthly fixed costs. These expenses, totaling
approximately $44,000, are recurring expenses that essentially keep the doors open and the staff employed.
As we move through the slower summer months, please keep this ongoing need in mind as you make your
contributions to Marco Lutheran.
Our stewardship efforts, however, have not been in vain. Giving to mission projects, including the Good
Samaritan Fund, are up 429% to $22,200 this year versus $4,200 at this point in 2019. So, we are being good
stewards and serving our community and our neighbors.
So, where are we in terms of our budgeted shortfall? The Church Treasurer has made adjustments to the
approved budget that reflect staff expense reductions and Covid-related expenses and a few other
unbudgeted expenses. The result of those adjustments is a total reduction in expenses of $90,000. With that
adjustment, and assuming that we hold our forecasted income for the remainder of the year, we will have a
small surplus rather than a $72,680 deficit. That turnaround is wonderful! But it is a result of reduced
expenses rather than the goal we all agreed to—of increasing our giving by 8%. Our forecasted income for
2020 was $823,000. If we increase that by 8%, that total would be $888,840. Year-to-date we have taken in
459,860, or 51.7% of that goal. So, we are on track to make our increased commitment of 8%. But that will
require that all members continue to be diligent in their increased giving.
A bright spot on this picture is that electronic giving has increased significantly. That is important because
when people aren’t able to attend services they can still contribute to the efforts of the church. In June 2019
we logged just 22 e-giving transactions totaling $1,630. This June there were 107 e-giving transactions for a
total of $9,000. This is a wonderful trend. Our Financial Secretary would love to see this number increase
because, although he has a few entries he has to make for such contributions, the chance of error and the
number of people who have to handle the transactions are significantly reduced. If you’d like to get started
with e-giving, please visit: http://www.marcolutheran.org/give The instructions are fairly easy to follow. But
if you need some help, feel free to contact Roger Miller (financialsec@marcolutheran.org ) or Linda Harrison
(linda@harrisonridgeservices.com ).
Please continue to be diligent in your increased giving for this year. We’d like to be able to meet the
challenge of increasing our general fund giving to enable us now only to maintain our current level of
services, but also to grow our offerings.
Thanks for your support! Blessings to you all,
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The Stewardship Committee

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Jerry and Ellen Donselman
Paul and Tammy Gremel
Paul and Dede Greene
Tom and June Cooper
Nicholas and Greta Eckerle
Paul and Shirley Goepfert
Dave and Joyce McKenzie
Charles and Sandra Witherington
Chris and Deb Caudill
William and Ada Greaves

Sep 1
Sep 4
Sep 6
Sep 7
Sep 7
Sep 7
Sep 7
Sep 7
Sep 15
Sep 24

Mark and Karen Kuhnly
David and Joyce Fenelon
Donnie and Norva Jeanne Rooksberry
Vic and Claire Grabovez
David and Judy Karlin
Harv and Shirley Amen
Victor and Kitty Argobright

Sep 24
Sep 25
Sep 25
Sep 28
Sep 29
Sep 30
Sep 30

Watch the Worship service anywhere and at anytime with
any device that connects to the Internet.
Services are streamed “live” and are archived for later viewing.
Use your computer,
tablet, mobile phone
or smart TV.

On our website at: www.marcolutheran.org

1
2

Click on
“CLICK HERE for our video page” to
get to the page with the videos.
On The VIDEO STREAMING page, click on the worship
image to start the video.

Recent and older videos are available to watch on the same webpage.
You can follow along with each Worship Service using bulletins that are
always available located on the website’s “What’s Happening” page
under “Publications /Forms.”

GivePlus – a way of giving to the church using your
mobile phone – either by a downloadable app or by text.
It’s Simple. Convenient. Secure.
For more information on either mobile giving or text giving please see
our website. Click on the [Giving] link on the left side of the page. Our
website still has online giving available where you can make a onetime donation or set-up a regular weekly or monthly donation.

• Anytime, anywhere donations
• Safe and secure giving
• One-time or recurring gifts
• Easy account management
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Artist Series Announces the 2021 Show Dates
Please mark your calendars for the 2021 season:
Thursdays
January 28
February 11
February 18
March 4
March 11

Fridays
January 29
February 12
February 19
March 5
March 12

We have another wonderful season planned for you!
We are prayerful that we can safely bring these performances to you.

The Artist Series Committee continues to review the directives and protocols as well as the actions of neighboring
concert operations regarding potential impacts from COVID-19 and will be working with the Church Council and the
Property Board on definitive plans later this year.
As such, we will be delaying the mailing of our brochure until late September or October.
If this changes the address where you would like to have your brochure mailed, please email us at
ArtistSeries@MarcoLutheran.org and let us know.
Leesa Carls, Artist Series Committee Chair

Welcome back to in-person Worship!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WE URGE ANYONE WHO DOES NOT FEEL COMFORTABLE IN ATTENDING CHURCH IN PERSON TO
CONTINUE TO VIEW OUR SERVICES VIA LIVE-STREAM AT WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG.
WE REQUEST THAT ALL PEOPLE ATTENDING WORSHIP WEAR A FACEMASK.
WE WILL BE SEATING EVERY OTHER ROW ONLY. Please sit in rows as directed by the ushers. This
separation is to allow for proper six-foot social distancing as recommended by the CDC.
USHERS WILL BE SEATING YOU PRIOR TO THE SERVICE AND DISMISSING YOU AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE
SERVICE. Please be patient.
We will BEGIN CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER on Sept 13 after worship—online registration required.
WE WILL NOT BE SIGNING IN ON THE FRIENDSHIP PADS during this time.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK WHILE SINGING. To minimize spread of any virus, a mask should be worn while
singing.
WE WILL NOT BE SHAKING HANDS OR HUGGING WHILE GREETING EACH OTHER.
USHERS WILL WEAR GLOVES WHEN HANDING BULLETINS/ANNOUNCEMENT.
INSTEAD OF PASSING THE PLATE—TITHES AND OFFERINGS WILL BE GATHERED IN THE OFFERING PLATES
PLACED AT THE EXITS.
Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance of the sanctuary. PLEASE SANITIZE YOUR HANDS PRIOR TO
COMING INTO THE SANCUTARY.
DOORS WILL REMAIN OPEN to reduce the touching of the hard surfaces.

We welcome you back to worship! Although our doors will be open, we are concerned with the safety of each
person in our midst and we respect your decision to remain at home, joining us via live-stream, if that is what
you feel is best. As we re-open, we are committed to offering a worship experience that includes as many
safety protocols as we can to minimize any sickness within our congregation.
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BOOK CLUB Book Lovers....Book Club returns to active
duty on October 21 at 5:30 PM at church. You will be asked to sign a
waiver. We will review "The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek"
and share the joy (or disappointment) of the books we've been reading while quarantined. This will be interesting!!!!
Thank you!

Betty Fry

YOGA

at Marco Lutheran
Is coming back!

We will be beginning Gentle Yoga on
Monday, September 14 at 12:30pm (one class per week during September)
We will begin Chair Yoga on
Thursday, September 17 at 2:00pm (one class per week during September)
Class Maximum is 30 Students. Online Pre-Registration is REQUIRED. Check in is open
1/2 hour prior to class start time. Strict social distancing and safety procedures will be
in place as well as a new liability waiver must be signed prior to the start of class.
Masks are required to come into class, they can be removed once you are on your mat.
Please visit our website marcolutheran.org to pre-register online!
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Thank you, thank you all! For
those that did not get the word
previously: With your help and
donations, we were able to provide a home at the
end of June 2020 to the Point Du Jour family,
through our Collier County Habitat for Humanity
office! You have made it possible for this grateful
family and so many others to know the safety and
security of owning a home of their own. Thank you
for all you do. We are blessed by your partnership.

The Grace Place Food Pantry has moved back to
Fridays. This move comes after carefully reviewing
the needs of our community and program
operations at Grace Place. This is a difficult time for
everyone. If you can, I hope you can volunteer and
help as we continue to provide food for our
community. Everyone’s health and safety are the
utmost importance to us at Grace Place. That is why
we require everyone who comes to the food pantry
to wear a mask and follow social distancing
guidelines. Volunteer’s work stations are spaced out,
and gloves and masks are provided. Two shifts are
needing volunteers:

Also, Thrivent has requested to partner for another
Faith Build with the Collier County Habitat for
Humanity office in 2021.
Upcoming ONLINE events
At Thrivent we believe humanity thrives when
people make the most of all God has given
them. We want to offer you opportunities of
inspiration to learn something new and give
back. To see a full list of upcoming online events
please visit https://www.thriventfinancial.com/
member-network/southeast/events/ and follow us
on Facebook @southeasttmn. If you have
questions, please reach out to David Contessa at
(239) 300-5139.

Shift 1: 11:30am – 2:30pm – help to unload
the trucks and organize/sort the food that
arrives and begin distribution
Shift 2: 2:30pm – 5pm – distribute food as
clients come through the line.
For more information or to volunteer, please call
Chrissie Missal, Development Relationship Manager,
at 239.255.7213 or email
chrissie@graceplacenaples.org.

BIBLE STUDY STARTS IN OCTOBER
Please join us in October for the following Bible Studies! Topics will be announce in the
bulletin and in October’s newsletter.
•
•
•
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 10:00 am
Men’s Bible Study-Tuesdays 8:30am
Women’s Bible Study—Wednesdays 10:00am

•
•

Artesia Bible Study—2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00pm
Thursday Adult Bible Study—Thursday 10:00am

Slower Summer due to COVID brings new changes to Marco Lutheran!
Stop by and see the exciting new changes that have been made during our slower summer
season!
•

Church Office has been remodeled and the Office Manager has been moved into the
front office.

•

Pastor Tom’s office will be moved into the main office and is being remodeled.

•

New bulletin boards have been installed in the hallway and all boards have been
“updated” with a fresh new look. (If you are the chair of a committee with a bulletin
board please make time to come in and re-populate your board with updated a and new
information!)

•

A new Mite Box has been made and put into the sanctuary to collect mite offerings in
worship.

•

Pastor Kevin’s old office will be turned into a meeting/fellowship room later this fall.

SAILING SOLO
We pray all of our Sailing Solo friends are well and staying safe. Our Saturday morning
“Coffee Get-Together” on August 29 at Marco’s Leigh Plumer Park was enjoyed by 15 of our
members. Of course we did social distancing and wore our masks. It was a beautiful shaded
Marco morning at the park. We so enjoyed seeing everyone in person with much laughter
and of course some delicious muffins.
It was so nice to get caught up on what everyone has been doing during these difficult times.
With God’s blessing, love and continued hope, we will be able to have more activities in the
near future. Stay positive!
~The Sailing Solo Leaders
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The Marco Lutheran Church Foundation is now accepting grant requests for 2021. Grant
forms and instructions for submission are available on the website. Grant applications musts
be submitted by October 12, 2020 to be considered for this coming year.
The Foundation Board

DISCOVER MARCO (MLC Informational Class)
If you are interested in joining the membership of Marco Lutheran Church, or
if you would just like a refresher of “what it means to be a Lutheran” please
make plans to join us for the series of 4 “Discover Marco”
informational classes at MLC. Please register by calling the church office.
Led by Pastor Tom
Beginning October 11, 2020 @ 10:45 a.m. in the Conference Room

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH
525 N. Collier Boulevard | Marco Island, Florida 34145-1949

Pastor: Rev. Tom Boeck

CHURCH OFFICE: 394-0332

OFFICE HOURS:
CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT NUMBERS
Rev. Thomas Boeck
Craig Greusel, Music Director
John Davis, Keyboard Specialist
Larry Soccio, Facilities Manager
Betsy Francis, Office Manager
Nancy Piper, Technical Administrator

239-394-0332
239-250-5200
239-776-1200
239-394-0332
239-394-0332
239-394-0332

WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG

Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
FR 8:30 a.m.– noon
WORSHIP
Sunday 9:30 a.m.

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION
www.mlcflegacy.org
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