
Independence Day, and Then Some 

When I hear people saying that they’re not 
observing or celebrating the fourth of July, due 
to some current protest or disagreement with 
our authorities, I think to myself that everyone 
around the world observes the 4th of July 
because in occurs between the 3rd and the 5th, 
therefore requiring its observation. Of course, 
I’m just making a joke.  But those who make the 
comment, generally do not think it’s very funny. 

You see, with protests going on throughout our 
country concerning abuse of authority by some 
within the law enforcement community, coupled 
by the hijacking of these protests by anarchists, 
rioters and looters, many feel that this is not the 
year to commemorate this important national 
holiday.  Instead, many would choose to burn 
and topple our historical landmarks by virtue of 
their negative connotation within the lexicon of 
a 21st century world view.  Obviously ignoring 
the irony of their actions, they choose not to 
celebrate the very declaration that gave them 
the freedom to openly express their opposition 
to the authority of this nation.  Which is 
precisely why they should be encouraged to 
celebrate American Independence Day! 

But you may ask me, “Pastor Tom, why are you 
bringing this up in the church newsletter 
article?”  Well, because it fits with some of the 
Bible passages with which we have been dealing 
these past few weeks.  Matthew 10:21-22 says: 
“21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, 
and the father his child, and children will rise 
against parents and have them put to 
death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my 
name's sake. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.” And then in Matthew 10:34-
36 Jesus said, “Do not think I have come to bring 

peace to the earth.  I have 
not come to bring peace, but 
a sword.  For I have come to 
set a man against his father 
and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.  And a person’s enemies will be 
those of his own household.”  Doesn’t this sound 
like what we’re dealing with in our country 
today?  It is our own people with whom we have 
internal conflict.  And I would contend that much 
of this is due to a lack of faith in God. 

Too many of our fellow citizens have fallen away 
or have never met God.  And Jesus gave these 
warnings for precisely that reason.  You see, 
Jesus wasn’t seeking to mete out judgment on 
those who don’t believe.  Rather He was warning 
us, as His followers, that we still have time on 
this earth to share His love and to tell people 
about Jesus.  It is by His grace that we CAN 
celebrate, not only our American Independence, 
but we can celebrate our independence from 
sin, death and Satan through Jesus.  Yes, while 
we’re on this earth there will always be conflict 
with sin.  But Jesus has saved us and has given us 
a message of salvation that gives us reason to 
celebrate our independence and our free 
salvation, won for us by Jesus’ death and 
resurrection; giving us forgiveness of our sins 
and freedom from hell. 

Enjoy your independence in Jesus, and share the 
message with those who don’t know Him yet!  
He wants us all to be free to live with Him in 
eternity!  Don’t be afraid of the conflict.  
Recognize it as an opportunity to share Christ’s 
love with those who need it most. 

Blessings,  Pastor Tom  

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

By Pastor Tom Boeck 
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Worship on Sundays, 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Live-Streamed at www.marcolutheran.org 



JULY / AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

Eleanor Jones Jul 1 
Mary Moyer Jul 1 
Victor Argobright Jul 2 
Carmen Brookshaw Jul 2 
Ruth Fletcher Jul 4 
Mikelena Greusel Jul 4 
Carol Gustafson Jul 4 
Rodney Thole Jul 4 
Spec Skulborstad Jul 5 
William Craig Jul 7 
Jean Groenke Jul 7 
Ann Stuart Jul 7 
Pamela Nagorske Jul 8 
Keith Slusher Jul 9 
Duaine Espegard Jul 10 
Claire Grabovez Jul 11 
Edward Bauer Jul 12 
Sheila Johnson Jul 12 

Jim Shaw Jul 13 
Loren Beck Jul 14 
Emma lou Koch Jul 14 
Carol Rayner Jul 14 
Scott Loula Jul 15 
Judy Lange Jul 16 
Karen Kuhnly Jul 18 
Tom Cooper Jul 19 
Nancy Gady Jul 19 
Elaine Lawson Jul 19 
Jan Loula Jul 19 
Louise Shaffer Jul 19 
Sandy Alger Jul 20 
Gail Hoopes Jul 20 
Guenter Paczka Jul 20 
Loren Drews Jul 24 
Leesa Carls Jul 26 
Emily Lauth Jul 26 
Sandra Schmadeke Jul 27 
Herbert Anderson Jul 28 
Dick Hakanson Jul 28 

John Bly  Jul 30 
Dani Graves Jul 30 
Lynn Thompson Jul 30 
Wanda Schmelzer Jul 31 
Joe Sustersic Aug 1 
David Tobiasz Aug 1 
Georgia Hess Aug 2 
Mel Wessler Aug 2 
Belle Leunig Aug 3 
Shirley Robinson Aug 3 
Susan Boylan Aug 4 
Rick Mammel Aug 4 
Bev Spees Aug 4 
Pam Nesseth-Moody Aug 5 
Bill Van Santen Aug 5 
Cynthia Corogin Aug 6 
Karen Kuettner Aug 6 
Mary Ann Cassidy Aug 9 
Nancy Sustersic Aug 9 
Mary Blomgren Aug 10 
Elsie Naim Aug 12 

Lana Davis Aug 14 
Bill Hunter Aug 15 
Marilyn Knudson Aug 15 
Joan Kurtz Aug 17 
Jeff Patterson Aug 17 
Judy Karlin Aug 18 
Michael Lien Aug 18 
Gerry Geartz Aug 19 
Diana Henke Aug 20 
Raymond Skelley Aug 20 
Regina DeLazzer Aug 21 
Deb Allen Aug 22 
Randy Allen Aug 22 
Jack Dukelow Aug 22 
Betty Koepke Aug 25 
Robert Pieske Aug 25 
Herb Glesmann Aug 27 
Joni Lowe Aug 28 
Dwight Stiehl Aug 29 
Nancy Mueller Aug 31 
   

There’s a Song in My Heart… 

These days it seems that that is the best place for it to 
be. It is said that patience is the ultimate virtue, but 
unlike Job, I find it increasingly difficult to wait in silence. We know that singing 
behind a mask is hard, because we increase our intake of oxygen and exhale a 
greater percentage of carbon dioxide. We also know that as we project our sounds, 
particles and droplets can linger in the air around us, even farther than the given 
six-foot social distance. For these reasons we have encouraged our participants to listen and/or 
hum along quietly. While this is the healthy solution for the present, I cannot wait until we can 
back to the normal church environment. 

In the meantime, we can prepare for the NEW normal in church music. During the summer 
months we will continue to song lead our hymns during service. Choir is on hold for now, 
although there are opportunities for singing. Solos are encouraged and needed. Now is a great 
time to share your individual talents by adding some special music or assist with the leading of 
songs. Please do not be afraid to reach out and do your part. 

As we get closer to season, we will plan to resume choral activities as much as we can. Small 
ensembles like RESOUND will definitely provide much needed uplifting anthems to our worship. 
How about a duet or trio? We need you to consider just how we can best share our talents 
within our guidelines. Creative ideas are always welcome.  

Meanwhile, our musicians continue their commitment to enhance our services with musical 
offerings. We truly hope that our performances allow the listeners a reflective and inspiring way 
to worship.  

The bottom line is I, like all of you, am looking forward to seeing and hearing a choir and 
congregation joining in exuberant and vociferous song. For now, however, it’s safety in singing…
but very soon we will be resonating our praises together… I can’t wait!!! 
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MUSIC NOTES 
By Craig Greusel 
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The church exists to introduce people to Jesus and this is why we constantly 
need to come up with new outreach ideas.  We are more than our building.  
We are God’s people, with a mission to serve and share God’s Word with 
others.   

 

In our efforts to challenge ourselves to reach people in our community and reconnect with our 
sister churches, Pastor Tom, Betsy Francis  and I went for a tour at Amigos En Cristo in 
Immokalee, where we were led by Pastor Bob Selle. They are in great need. So, in the next 
couple of weeks, The Outreach Board will convene to strategize a plan to serve our brothers 
and sisters in Immokalee . 
 

Plans are being made to reconnect with Pelican Lutheran Church with members from our 
Marco Island community such as Tommy Barfield Elementary, and increase our involvement in 
Our Daily Bread Food Pantry.   
 

This pandemic has allowed us to reorganize, reconnect and plan, as we prepare to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in our community.  Please pray about how you will become involved 
with our Outreach ministry and be the hands and feet of Jesus as we go into our community 
to serve Christ through service to others. 
 

Blessings,  
Sharon Boeck 

BOARD OF OUTREACH 
By Sharon Boeck 

MLC STAFF UPDATE: 

We are  happy to introduce  

Larry Soccio as our new 

Facilities Manager!  He is 
taking on the task of 
maintaining our lovely 

facilities and grounds.  He will be working at 
MLC Monday-Friday during office hours and 
has been training with Larry Carlen for the 
past couple of weeks!   
Larry and his wife Stella are originally from 
New York and have been in South Florida for 
2 1/2 years.   
 
Welcome to the family of Marco Lutheran 
Church! 

PRAYERS FOR MEMBERS 
Laura Rydson, Cindy Anderson, Bob Reinig, 

Joanne Foote, Donna Uhl, Martin Koepke, Kitty 

Argobright, Al Wilke, Jim Lacefield, Barbara Knoll, 

Al Quick, Joni Lowe, Cea Horton, Jeanette 

Leonard, Mike Naughton, Bob Kelley, Dee Beck, 

Jeff Bertelson, Paula Lacefield, Walter Murphy, 

Van Johnson, Mary Ninker, Dennis Hess, Herb 

Glesmann 

 
PRAYERS FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY 
June (the Silcocks), the Harley family (Flo 

Hendricks), Barb Raphael (Jaye Spencer), 

Annaleigh Gielo (the Shaws), Paulette Erickson 

(Emily Lauth), Lynne Springer (Emily Lauth), 

Donn Allen (Charla Lancaster), Diane Riggs 

(Humphrey Tindimwebwa), Jason Meadows, 

Carole & children, and those we name in our 

hearts. 

    



 

BOARD OF HUMAN CARE 
By Sybl Fleming 

                                                                   Camp Able Goes Virtual 

For the past few years, Marco Lutheran Church has supported Camp 
Able – an island-wide ministry supporting individuals with special 
needs or “diverse- abilities”.  We have donated supplies, baked 
cookies, and sponsored at least one meal for the 250 participants.  
But this summer of 2020, due to COVID-19 concerns for this group which has significant 
underlying health issues, the camp will not be held on the island, but will be going virtual 
during the week of July 13.  Daily video chats, counselor facilitated group exercise and craft 
activities, and online skits (much like the Disney Sing-Along) will be “ZOOMed” using mobile 
and desktop computers.   
The Camp Able planning committee simply felt it was important to keep in touch with the 
families and campers that have been involved with this ministry for years.  Care boxes will be 
sent to each camper giving them the fun supplies necessary to participate in these activities.  
The Marco Lutheran Church’s Board of Human Care, as well as other churches on the island, 
have made a donation to purchase these supplies.   
Join us as we pray that this new version of Camp Able succeeds, provides joy to those 
involved, and continues to allow campers to feel the love of Jesus. 
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THE WOMEN OF MARCO (LWML) 
By Cindi Kramer 

 The Woman of Marco met for the first time in a few months, and accomplished so much! Although 
we were a small group, we are mighty! We challenge you to match us for the Glory of God! We voted 
to donate $2000.00 this month to St. Matthew’s house and another $2000.00 next month to Our 
Daily Bread Food Pantry. We challenge the Marco Lutheran Church members to match or beat our 
donations. There are so many people in dire need of food in these strange times, and we want to do 
our part to help!  

  A big thank you goes out to all the ladies who spent a long afternoon, sharing beautiful stories of 
butterfly gardens and blooming orchids, then worked to dispense the funds to various missions. I 
hope to see many more of you at next month’s meeting on July 16, 2020.  

  Many other topics were discussed, so keep your eyes peeled for some exciting things to come once 
we can meet safely in large groups.  

  Just a short reminder that we are still collecting can tabs for the Lions Club which they give to the 
Masons for Saint Jude Children’s Hospital transportation fund. The collection jar is on the shelf by the 
kitchen.   

  MITE BOXES: Pick up one outside the kitchen opening. We hope you will take the small bank home, 
drop your change into it, then return it and pick up a new one. The “mites” gathered from many peo-
ple add up to powerful ministry dollars for worldwide missions supported by the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League. Let’s help spread the wonderful gospel. This is a year round Mission Project. 
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Services are streamed “live” and are archived for later viewing.  
Use your computer,  

tablet, mobile phone  

or smart TV. 

It’s Simple. Convenient. Secure. 
For more information on either mobile giving or text giving please see 
our website. Click on the [Giving] link on the left side of the page. Our 
website still has online giving available where you can make a one-
time donation or set-up a regular weekly or monthly donation. 

•   Anytime, anywhere donations 
•    Safe and secure giving 
• One-time or recurring gifts 

• Easy account management 

Watch the Worship service anywhere and at anytime with  
any device that connects to the Internet. 

On our website at: www.marcolutheran.org  
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1 Click on            “CLICK HERE for our video page” to 
get to the page with the videos. 

On The VIDEO STREAMING page, click on the  worship 
image to start the video. 

Recent and older videos are available to watch on the same webpage. 
You can follow along with each Worship Service using bulletins that are 
always available located on the website’s “What’s Happening” page 
under “Publications /Forms.” 

 GivePlus – a way of giving to the church using your 

mobile phone – either by a downloadable app or by text.   

Tom & Sharon Boeck    Jul 2 
Norman & Elsie Naim    Jul 3 
Ernest & Barbara Damon   Jul 9 
Ken & Marilyn Garazin   Jul 12 
Greg & Diana Henke    Jul 16 
Duaine & Phyllis Espegard   Jul 18 
Wally & Gerri Maurer    Jul 18 
Ron & Nancy Lisch    Jul 20 
Michael & Cheryl Ballenger   Jul 21 
Jerry Wiens & Kathy Casperson-Wiens Jul 23 
Richard & Barbara Knoll   Jul 30 
Mike & Patti Naughton   Aug 6 
Robert & Mary Ninker    Aug 8 
Doug & Sandy Alger    Aug 9 

G. Paul & Barbara Larson  Aug 10 
David Tobiasz & Leesa Carls  Aug 10 
Jerry & Elaine Beck   Aug 16 
Dennis & Georgia Hess  Aug 16 
Merle & Rebecca  Ericson  Aug 17 
David & Denise Long   Aug 18 
Harry & Kim Rubash   Aug 19 
Dave & Roxann Daggett  Aug 20 
Dennis & Lynne Holmes  Aug 22 
Wayne & Margit France  Aug 24 
Ron & Sharon Griffith   Aug 24 
Dick Moody & Pam Nesseth-Moody Aug 29 

 JULY/AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 



Artist Series Announces the 2021 Show Dates 
Please mark your calendars for the 2021 season: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have another wonderful season planned for you! 

 

We are prayerful that we can safely bring these performances to you. 
 

The Artist Series Committee continues to review the directives and protocols as well as the actions of neighboring 
concert operations regarding potential impacts from COVID-19 and will be working with the Church Council and the 
Property Board on definitive plans later this year. 
 

As such, we will be delaying the mailing of our brochure until late September or October. 
If this changes the address where you would like to have your brochure mailed, please email us at 
ArtistSeries@MarcoLutheran.org and let us know. 
 

Leesa Carls, Artist Series Committee Chair 
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Welcome back to in-person Worship! 
• WE URGE ANYONE WHO DOES NOT FEEL COMFORTABLE IN ATTENDING CHURCH IN PERSON TO 

CONTINUE TO VIEW OUR SERVICES VIA LIVE-STREAM AT WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG.   
• WE REQUEST THAT ALL PEOPLE ATTENDING WORSHIP WEAR A FACEMASK.   
• WE WILL BE SEATING EVERY OTHER ROW ONLY. Please sit in rows as directed by the ushers.    This 

separation is to allow for proper six-foot social distancing as recommended by the CDC. 
• USHERS WILL BE SEATING YOU PRIOR TO THE SERVICE AND DISMISSING YOU AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

SERVICE.  Please be patient.   
• We will NOT BE CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER at this time during Sunday worship.  
• WE WILL NOT BE SIGNING IN ON THE FRIENDSHIP PADS during this time. 
• PLEASE WEAR A MASK WHILE SINGING. To minimize spread of any virus, a mask should be worn while 

singing.   
• WE WILL NOT BE SHAKING HANDS OR HUGGING WHILE GREETING EACH OTHER.  
• USHERS WILL WEAR GLOVES WHEN HANDING BULLETINS/ANNOUNCEMENT.  
• INSTEAD OF PASSING THE PLATE—TITHES AND OFFERINGS WILL BE GATHERED IN THE OFFERING PLATES 

PLACED AT THE EXITS. 
• Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance of the sanctuary. PLEASE SANITIZE YOUR HANDS PRIOR TO 

COMING INTO THE SANCUTARY. 
• DOORS WILL REMAIN OPEN to reduce the touching of the hard surfaces. 

We welcome you back to worship! Although our doors will be open, we are concerned with the safety of each 
person in our midst and we respect your decision to remain at home, joining us via live-stream, if that is what 
you feel is best.  As we re-open, we are committed to offering a worship experience that includes as many 
safety protocols as we can to minimize any sickness within our congregation.  

Thursdays   Fridays 
January 28   January 29 
February 11   February 12 
February 18   February 19 
March 4   March 5 
March 11   March 12 

mailto:ArtistSeries@MarcoLutheran.org
http://www.marcolutheran.org


 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic Grace 
Place has continued to 
provide education and relief 
services to students and 
families from already 
vulnerable circumstances, 
thanks to the generosity and 
commitment of community 
members like you. It is with great excitement that 
we share the news that our campus is open 
for early childhood, youth, and adult summer 
programming. The health and safety of our 
students, staff, and volunteers remains our priority. 
We are taking necessary measures to ensure that 
all CDC health and safety requirements are met 
including the wearing of masks, temperature 
checks, social distancing, and recommended 
teacher-to-student ratios. Virtual volunteer 
opportunities this summer include teaching and 
tutoring middle and high school students in all 
subjects. 

  
We are still accepting and collecting donations for 
the following items to supplement our Food 
Pantry.  
• Dish soap, laundry detergent and other 

household cleaning supplies 
• Body soap & toothpaste 
• Toilet Paper & paper towels 
• Diapers 
• Rice, beans, dried milk, cooking oil, canned tuna 

and canned chicken 
• Reusable shopping bags 
 

For more information, please call Chrissie 
Missal, Development Relationship Manager, at 
239.255.7213or 
email chrissie@graceplacenaples.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

On Friday, March 27, 2020, the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was 
signed into law. This $2 trillion emergency relief 
package is intended to assist individuals and 
businesses during the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic and accompanying economic crisis. Major 
relief provisions are included in this act including: 
Retirement Plan Provisions.  Did you know…? 
Required minimum distributions (RMDs) from 
employer-sponsored retirement plans and IRAs will 
not apply for the 2020 calendar year; this includes 
any 2019 RMDs that would otherwise have to be 
taken in 2020 
The 10% early-distribution penalty tax that would 

normally apply to distributions made prior to 
age 59½ (unless an exception applies) is waived 
for retirement plan distributions of up to 
$100,000 relating to the coronavirus; special re-
contribution rules and income inclusion rules for 
tax purposes apply as well 

Limits on loans from employer-sponsored 
retirement plans are expanded, with repayment 
delays provided 

 
If you have questions about how the CARES Act 
impacts you, this may be a good time to consult 
your financial, tax, and/or legal professionals. 
I would like to help answer your questions 
regarding investments, insurance, or wealth 
transfer and be of assistance to you.  If you would 
like to know more about Thrivent or become a 
Thrivent member, contact me, David Contessa, at 
(239) 300-5139 or David.Contessa@Thrivent.com 
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Dear MLC Congregation,  
I am retiring Thursday, June 25.  Betty and I are going back to Michigan to be near our 
children and family.  We want to thank everyone for the beautiful gift and all the cards 
from our MLC family. Also many thanks for your support over the last 18 years and the 
support of the property board.  I am keeping my cell phone number, so if you would like 
to talk to me, please use my cell phone. The number is in the church directory!  We hope 
to come back to visit after we get settled up north.  We will miss you all.  Again, our 
heartfelt thanks to all.   Gods Blessings,   Larry & Betty Carlen 

mailto:chrissie@graceplacenaples.org
mailto:David.Contessa@Thrivent.com


MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

525 N. Collier Boulevard | Marco Island, Florida 34145-1949  

CHURCH OFFICE: 394-0332   

 

CHURCH STAFF & CONTACT NUMBERS 

     Rev. Thomas Boeck                 239-394-0332 

 Craig Greusel, Music Director       239-250-5200 

John Davis, Keyboard Specialist  239-776-1200 

Larry Soccio, Facilities Manager  239-394-0332 

Betsy Francis, Office Manager  239-394-0332 

Nancy Piper, Technical Administrator   239-394-0332 
 

WWW.MARCOLUTHERAN.ORG 

 

 
 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Boeck  
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Office open M-TH 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

FR 8:30 a.m.– noon 
 

WORSHIP 

Sunday 9:30 a.m.  

         

MARCO LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION 
www.mlcflegacy.org 
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STEWARDSHIP 
By Linda Harrison 

What’s Your Role in God’s Kingdom? 

Thanks to all who have increased their giving in response to our call to balance the budget. While we 
are not quite where we need to be, we are making progress. Look for an update on our progress 
coming later this summer.  

Remember, financial giving isn’t the only way you can be a good steward. Part of being a good 
steward is finding our place in service within God’s Kingdom. Do you know your role? Do you need 
help in finding a way to commit your talents to maintaining and growing the Kingdom? Now, more 
than ever, there are ample opportunities for service to our fellow man – and our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

As you know, due to a reduction in force, Claudia is no longer with Marco Lutheran. That leaves a 
gap in coverage for office coverage and light clerical duties. If these are your talents, please consider 
donating some time to help out in the office. Please call the office to volunteer: 239-394-0332. 
Many in our community are in need of assistance. As the new head of the Board of Christian 
Outreach, Sharon Boeck is looking for volunteers to participate in mission outreach. The board’s 
activities will continue with many of the current missions, but will also expand to include some new 
mission opportunities. However, the time is NOW to plan what that outreach will look like. Please 
contact Sharon Boeck and join her in planning new outreach opportunities.  
Or, perhaps you are interested in helping lead an Adult Bible Study. Pastor Tom is looking for people 
to help with these classes. You don’t have to take on a full Bible study… Maybe you’d like to lead a 
session periodically. If you feel a calling to use your skills to facilitate an adult class, please contact 
Pastor Tom. 


