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          TIPS and TIDBITS from the 2017 LWML Convention Host City 

 

 

 Albuquerque's nickname is The Duke City.  
It was named in honor of Don Fransisco Fernández de la Cueva, the Duke of Alburquerque (note 

the difference in spelling) who served as the viceroy of New Spain from August 1653 to September 

1660.  
 

 Old Town 
Albuquerque was founded in 1706 around a central plaza which today houses shops, restaurants, 

art galleries, and the historic San Felipe de Neri Church, the oldest building in the city. Located 

less than two miles from the Albuquerque Convention Center, this would make an easy side trip to 

your convention experience.  
 

 The Sandias are the range of mountains visible to the east of Albuquerque. 
"Sandía" is Spanish for watermelon and is believed to refer to the bright pink color of the 

mountains at sunset. However, some historians note that in 1540, Spaniards encountered a pueblo 

and named it Sandia because they thought the squash growing there were watermelons. The name 

eventually encompassed the mountains east of the pueblo as well.  
 

 Get your kicks on Route 66. 
The first travelers on Route 66 appeared in Albuquerque in 1926. It wasn’t long before dozens of 

motels, restaurants, and gift shops sprouted along the roadside to serve them. Central Avenue today 

reflects a step back in time with historic marquees from motels and restaurants on display.  
 

 Another Mile High City? 
The elevation of the city ranges from 4,900 feet above sea level near the Rio Grande Valley to 

over 6,700 feet near the foothill area of the Sandias.  At the airport, the elevation 

is 5,352 feet above sea level. 
 

 Airport or Sunport? 
The airport’s official name is the Albuquerque International Sunport. Albuquerque boasts 310 days 

of sunshine per year with an average high temperature in late June of 88 degrees with only 23% 

average relative humidity and less than .75 inches of rain for the entire month of June. Plan for 

sunny days, cooler nights, and layers of clothing for air conditioned rooms in the convention 

center. 
 

 International Balloon Fiesta 

The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is one of the city’s biggest attractions. Each year 

during the first week of October, hundreds of hot air balloons take flight. While you can’t see the 

world’s largest Balloon Fiesta during the LWML Convention in June, it is possible to reserve a ride 

in a hot air balloon through the pre- and post-convention tours. Check out all the tour information 

at www.lwml.org/2017-convention. 
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