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summer 2016 theme: crossWords
NEWS! Please share your stories (and photos!) of joyful, mission-minded service to news editor linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org 

or 3 Timber Trail, medford, nY 11763 by January 15, 2016. include your name, address, phone, and email address.

the aroma of freshly baked bread filled the rafters of 
the Fellowship hall of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Adams, Wisconsin. this past may, the ladies of lWml 
Church society hosted “Bread dough magic,” a program 
consisting of demonstrations on how to make various 
homemade delicious dinners that are nutritious and 

economical. members opened the doors of their church and invited the local com-
munity to share in a light supper. “at first i was a little skeptical whether people in 
the community would be interested in such a presentation,” said sally strom, soci-
ety president. “however, it offered the opportunity to visit our church, explain what 
lWml is all about, including the current mission Grants. i believe we gained some 
new members through this outreach, and the event was a complete success.” 

members of the LWML Ruth and Carol 
Circle at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Memphis, Tennessee, never sleep! 
throughout the summer, their members 
are busy making homemade good-
ies and small crafts that are sold at the 
local Bartlett Farmers market. Proceeds 
are split between mites, hygiene kits, 
assisting local ministries, and support of 
their local missionary family. in addition 
to this, the Circle distributes free walker 
bags to anyone in need. our hats are off 
to this mid-south district circle!

Getting to do it again!
                                                                      by Rev. Michael Mattil

i was standing in the narthex/foyer after Bible 
class and before the late service, greeting those 
coming and going. a first grader named azaria 
ran up to me with a huge smile on her face. in her 
hands was the children’s mite Box i had given her 
two weeks earlier. our lWml society provided 
them for me to distribute during my children’s 
message on lWml sunday.
i told the children about some of the mission 
grants lWml is currently supporting and said 
that they could help share the love of Jesus with 
others by giving their mites and offerings. it was 
not about how much they gave, but that they 
gave with a joyful heart. 
and now here stood azaria, her face beaming 
and a mite Box crammed full of coins. she held it 
out to me, but instead of taking it from her, i led 
her to our large mite Box in the narthex. i helped 
her open her box and empty it into the larger 
box, reminding her that those coins would help 
more people hear about Jesus and his love. then 
i closed her mite Box and gave it back to her. 
azaria’s eyes were huge at this point. she 
took her mite Box back and said with obvious 
excitement in her voice, “You mean i get to do it 
again?” and off she went. 
it is that kind of joyful giving that has enabled 
the lWml to fund so many mission grants 
around the world and will enable you to meet 
your current mission goal as well. 

news flash! a new prayer 
shawl ministry has been 
formed at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Prescott Valley 
Arizona (Pacific southwest 
district)! in only four months, 
over 140 shawls have been 
created and distributed to 

congregation members, friends, families, and with people as far away as england! 
everyone would like to thank the lWml and their Women’s Bible study Group for 
the donation of seed money to begin this ministry. they hope that others will be 
inspired to begin their own prayer shawl ministry. For additional information about 
prayer shawl ministries, please visit www.shawlministry.com.

the gift of God’s sweet grace 
was shared this past may by the 
women of Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Lake Arrowhead, Califor-
nia (California-nevada-hawaii dis-
trict). this one-day retreat centered 
around deb Burma’s book A Choco-
late Life, a book that evokes visions 
of the sweet times of life with milk 

chocolate, dark chocolate and cocoa, and contrasting it with the harder times with 
the bitter taste of unsweetened chocolate. six speakers correlated the “chocolate 
life” with realistic circumstances in daily living and God’s presence through it all. a 
delicious time of fellowship was shared by all.
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these beautiful lWml women of Atonement Lutheran Church, Glendale, 
Arizona, never rest! they have been spending their time and effort creating 
vibrant quilts, assembling over 90 personal care kits for lutheran World 
relief, and gathering 40 bags of food to bless their local community. may 
these women continue to be a blessing as they serve the lord with gladness!

ladies! Break 
out your 
klingleboidles! 
it’s time to 
celebrate! 
this past 
June, 
St. John’s 
Lutheran 

Ladies of Victor, Iowa (iowa east district), enjoyed a 
momentous celebration of their 100th anniversary! “our 
God, our help in ages Past,” was a most fitting hymn to 
open the service led by Pastor stuart rethwisch, who 
recognized them for their volunteer dedication to their 
congregation and the world by being an auxiliary of the 
church. Women were encouraged to wear hats depict-
ing the traditions of years gone by, and an offering was 
gathered using the very same klingleboidles purchased 
by the ladies aid in 1918. (Klingleboidles are velvet bags 
attached to long wooden poles that are extended down 
the rows by the ushers.) ilene meyer, the oldest mem-
ber of their group, presented a history of the ladies 
aid, brought greetings from former and visiting former 
members, and the reminiscences of others. the church 
council provided a bountiful dinner in honor of these 
wonderful ladies. 

through the efforts of Virginia 
Banke and Elaine Klaustermei-
er, members of the lWml society 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Lester Prarie, Minnesota, nearly 
200 gifts of love and comfort 
were created. using material and 
quilting supplies generously 
provided by their congregation, 
Virginia and elaine assembled 
and donated quilts to orphan 
Grain train, lWml rallies, conven-
tions, and their local community.

the women of Trinity Lutheran Church in Savannah, 
Georgia, are doing a fantastic job of inspiring young 
children to support the lWml. after a skit explaining 
why mites offerings are gathered by the lWml, these 
youngsters have now been inspired to help with their 
church’s monthly mite offering. What a wonderful way 
to get young women interested in the lWml!

Joy in the Journey
Joy Dougherty, lWml recording secretary (2013–2017) 
and the first mission editor of the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly, died after a valiant fight with cancer at the 
end of august and is now home in the arms of her 
savior, Jesus.
Joy, a resident of toledo, ohio, and past president of 
lWml ohio district, shared, “my prayer is that lWml 

will continue to fill each woman with the eagerness and enthusiasm to grow 
spiritually, to support missions, and to be an ambassador for our lord and 
savior in word and deed wherever she is placed.” Joy would have wanted to be 
remembered as a woman of faith who loved her husband and family dearly, 
treasured her lutheran education, and who lived a life of service to her lord 
and to her profession.
Joy is survived by her husband, John, three children, and seven grandchildren.

Check out the new Guide to Planned 
Giving brochure, and learn more about 
these personal financial options: 
Bequest, Charitable Gift annuity, Family 
Gift Fund, Charitable remainder trust, 
endowment Fund, and retirement as-
sets available online at lwmlgiftplan.org. 

Linda L. Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor 
800.741.4138  |  lindagage.lwml@gmail.com

The entire LWQ 
staff sends our sincere 

condolences to Joy’s 
husband and family. 

We are forever grateful 
that God allowed us to 

see Him through Joy’s 
work with LWML.

 lu t h e r a n  W o ma n’ s  Q ua r t e r ly  27


	2015_Winter_LWQ_p26-lutheran-women-in-action
	2015_Winter_LWQ_p27

