
“then sings my soul … ” is the beautiful 
refrain in a well-known hymn, written in 
the late 19th century by the swedish poet, 

Carl Gustav Boberg. over and over, he wrote 
“then sings my soul” as a poetic response 
to God the Father for his creation, for trees 

and stars and storms and songbirds. ultimate-
ly, it is one poet’s attempt to put words to the 
response we might all have as we ponder creation 

and the gift of eternal life through Christ Jesus.

like so many artists, Bach, C.s. lewis, John donne, 
to name just a few, Boberg walked a well-worn path. 

King david poured forth his own praise throughout 
the Psalms. Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make 
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! (Psalm 95:1) 

the women in these pages walk a creative path as well, 
making a joyful noise, a grace-filled painting, a praise dance, 
a story, a blanket. they are expressing joy through creative 

gifts, many with music, others with words, still others as they 
pick up calligraphy pens, guitars, oil paints, or needle and 
thread. sometimes their work is a clear representation of faith. 

other times, the faith message is quiet. sometimes the audience 
is huge. other times, the artist creates for one or two. no mat-
ter. the goal is the same. using their gifts in service to the lord.

What follows is a collection of their stories, representing just 
a fraction of the worldwide artistic community: women and 
men who express their faith in the triune God through the arts. 

Enjoy wandering through this faith-filled gallery of creativity.

Then Sings my Soul
Stories compiled and edited by Beth Foreman

4 W i n t e r  2015



recently i put a small oil painting on 
Facebook. i was surprised by the many 
“likes,” but even more impressed by 
several comments about portraits i 
painted in the past. one friend com-
mented: “Yes, you have gifted hands, 
Faith. i so appreciate the painting of 
my mom!” since it had been a number 
of years since i had done this painting, 
i forgot what it looked like … or even 
that i had painted it! this motivated me 
to go back, way back, into computer 
files to view other paintings. it was fun 
to remember applying the paint and 
getting a good likeness.

Gracious comments on Facebook 
combined with seeing past artwork re-
minded me of Jesus’ description of the 
Final Judgment in matthew 25:31–46 
(rsV). Jesus says to the righteous, ’Truly, 
I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.’ And the righteous say, when did we 
do these things, Lord? Confession time: i 
have always wanted people to see my 
good deeds. i like the kudos and praise 
of others. that is why this scripture al-
ways made me squirm! But now i know 
what it is like to do something really 
nice for someone else, to forget about 
it, and then to be reminded of it again!

i tell my patrons that i pray for the 
person whose image is on the can-
vas while i spend time at my easel. 
oil paint, with its translucent quality, 
breathes life into a painting, just as the 
holy spirit brings life and faith into 
people as they see God’s love for them 
in our savior, Jesus.

Enjoy this peek into the song-filled world of Ashley 
Renee Watkins. She will be sharing more of her story in 
the Spring 2016 issue. 

it was the opportunity of a lifetime. ashley renee and 
her duo partner, olanna Goudeau, surprised the judges 
and the audience on the popular television program,  
america’s Got talent (2014), when they sang “the 
Flower” duet from a French opera. this performance 
and others propelled them all season long to the quar-
terfinals, where they performed live at radio City music 
hall, singing an italian classical version of the song 
made famous by Whitney houston, originally by dolly 
Parton, “i Will always love You.”

she explains: “since then, we’ve had some wonderful 
opportunities to sing all over the country and even trav-
eled to Greece to perform this past summer. my work is 
fun, exciting, and unpredictable. For the past two years, 
i have been fully committed to aCte ii. this is probably 
one of the scariest but best decisions i’ve ever made. 

“i was raised in church, and that is the first place i ever 
shared my gift. the lord is my foundation and ev-
erything i do is for the Kingdom of God. he gives me 
purpose in life and, without having him at the center, 
i’d just be making noise when i open my mouth to sing. 
Before every concert or performance, olanna and i 
always pray that the lord would use our gifts to bring 
someone closer to him. i experience God every time i 
perform, and my prayer is that i can share that experi-
ence with someone else.

“We are committed to our mission to connect with 
communities around the globe, and sometimes we feel 
like we’re right in line with that and sometimes it feels 
like it’s an uphill climb. one thing about being in a duo 
is that you have a built-in support system. so when one 
of us grows weary, the other is there to give that good 
kick into gear. We have some exciting opportunities 
coming up over the next couple years and can’t wait to 
share them with the world. We are planning to record a 
Cd that will be released by summer of 2016!

“i am not a songwriter by nature but rather a reinterpret-
er of beautiful music. When olanna and i are planning 
concert programs, we thank the lord for sending his 
spirit of creativity and productivity to us. We’ve recently 
planned some concerts that we will debut next year. the 
music we sing ranges from sacred spirituals birthed out 
of the moans of our ancestors to modern disney tunes 
that excite and give that giddy feeling.

“the verse that guides me: I consider that our present suf-
ferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us (romans 8:18). even in the darkest times 
or the roughest of patches, joy is always on the horizon, 
and God’s glory is always waiting to burst through.”

Ashley Renee Watkins was born and raised in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, but now lives in New York City. She calls Dallas, 
Texas, home, where she is a member of St. Paul Lutheran.

aShley Renee –Opera Singer
faiTh muelleR –Oil Painter

"even in the 
darkest times 

or the roughest 
of patches, 

joy is always on 
the horizon, and 

god’s glory is 
always waiting 

to burst through."

ashley renee

Faith Mueller, or “Mutti” as she signs her 
paintings, lives in Waterloo, Illinois, with her 
husband, Rev. Herb Mueller.
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i love the idea of combining meditation and devotion with the creative art of 
lettering. it has been part of my devotional practice for a long time; but, in 
recent years, i have written Bible verses or devotional thoughts on cardstock 
and given them to friends who needed a little encouragement. i have heard 
how often these were just the words that a friend needed to hear. it is clear to 
me that although it is my hand, it is God’s handiwork! 

a good friend of mine set up a new office and purchased a French bulletin 
board to keep her notes of encouragement from God (lettered by me) before 
her and visible at all times. another friend told me how my lettered notes to 
her “multiplied like the fishes and loaves” to encourage women in her neigh-
borhood. she would share these notes after a time of listening and prayer. 

What an amazing thing it is to me that my doodling could be used by God 
in any way. When i was in upper elementary school, i was a latchkey kid 
with strict instructions to stay inside until my mom came home from work. 
i didn’t have a talent to draw, but i doodled and practiced lettering styles 
for hours and eventually taught myself calligraphy. i never thought much 
of it, but i am so pleased when i can use this gift in service to others.

Melissa Salomón lives in Chula Vista, California, and is the Community Life 
Coordinator at Concordia Lutheran Church and School, Chula Vista.

WendySue fluegge –Singer, Songwriter  

meliSSa SalomÓn –Calligrapher

When i was young, i’d sing into 
my curling iron, pretending it 
was a microphone. i dreamed 
of one day recording my songs 
and singing as a career. i began 
creating music. Correction. God 
began creating music in me. 
that was 20 years ago, and it has 
been a wonderful partnership 
ever since. his spirit plants ideas 
and fragments of melodies. i 
pray, walk while i sing, or dabble 
on the piano. he weaves and 
spins phrases in my mind and 
through my fingertips. i work 

and re-work the notes and lyrics. Finally, a song is complete. 

i have created dozens of songs together with the lord’s help. 
some came from places of hope, joy, and triumph. others were 
born from struggle, pain, or fear. the music tells the stories. the 
music expresses feelings, faith, and invokes emotion in those 
who listen. the music speaks in ways that words alone cannot. 
above all, the music honors Jesus. For in Him I live and move and 
have my being (acts 17:28 paraphrase).

Besides being a daughter, wife, and mother, i am also a writer, 
a recording artist, a worship music leader, and a teacher, 
mentoring future Christian musicians. these are both my job 

and my passion. i choose to serve primarily in the Church, and 
it has been a tremendous blessing. i share original music, great 
traditional hymns, and contemporary songs while i guest-assist 
in leading music in worship services, sing concerts, play for 
weddings and funerals, and even compose special pieces for 
individuals as gifts. seeing various parts of the united states in 
travel has been an added perk, and i’m still hoping to get to the 
24 states i have not yet sung in! 

some of the most beautiful and memorable moments where 
God has used me were at the bedsides of sick and dying friends. 
no stage or lights or microphones — just my voice and our 
hearts singing hymns and spiritual songs of the lord’s great 
love. We read scripture and prayed for his peace as the sweet 
melodies danced around the room. through joyful tears, we 
talked of how the music in heaven will be even sweeter. there 
have also been times through the years that God has allowed 
me to have an important spiritual conversation with a stranger 
on a plane — using music as a segue — or impact a large num-
ber of people at once in a public place. 

I strive to always be prepared to give an answer for the hope that I 
have (i Peter 3:15 paraphrase). recognizing that the lord is the 
one who brings any favor or invitation that comes my way, i 
see each one as an opportunity to brag of his goodness. every 
day, i remain thankful for these lips to encourage others to live 
their faith boldly, and i am most grateful for a tongue to sing my 
great redeemer’s praise.

Wendysue Fluegge lives in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, and is a member of Brookfield Lutheran Church. Hear Wendysue’s music and read more 
about her ministry at www.wendysue.com.
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Klaudia Vincze –Pianist

SaRa noRdling –Textile Artist 
my gift is weaving and textile arts. i am 
trained professionally, both as a deaconess 
and as an artist with an mFa in studio art/tex-
tiles. my art reflects my beliefs and expresses 
the inner peace i have in Christ, even when 
that work is not specifically made for use in 
church. most of my weavings are large wall 
pieces with woven surface elements. they do 
not have imagery but rely on color, texture 
and weave to convey a mood or message. 
after seeing a show of my work, a friend said 
she could tell i was a spiritual person. until 
then, i hadn’t really thought about my work in 
that way. it is just a part of who i am. 

i also create works specifically for church or wor-
ship settings, such as parament sets and stoles. 
When i design, i rely not only on my skills as a 
weaver, but also my theological training as a 

deaconess. it is important to me that the ebb and flow of the 
church year and seasons is reflected in my weaving. 

the most recent liturgical weaving i made is a white fes-
tival stole designed with all saints’ day in mind. the main 
body is white and from the top come a series of small, 
gold, vertical rectangles. these rectangles become denser 
towards the bottom of the stole, building a foundation of 
sorts and ending in a solid gold band at the bottom. 

i used three verses as references: I will multiply your off-
spring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring 
all these lands (Genesis 26:4a esV); Built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone (ephesians 2:20 esV); and Your dead shall live; 
their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and 
sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will 
give birth to the dead (isaiah 26:19 esV).

as a Christian, and an artist, some of my works are more 
overtly Christian than others. my work is an expression of 
who i am, a redeemed child of God.
Sara Nordling lives in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and attends St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne.

in the winter of 2004, i was a 
woman in need. i failed to real-
ize that i was a woman in need 
of God, but he was faithful and 
led me by his holy spirit to 
where i needed to be.

i began my faith journey as a 
teacher for adelante minis-
tries, part of Ysleta lutheran 
mission human Care in el 
Paso, texas. i did not want 

to participate in any “religious” part but primarily the music. 
through patience, prayer and understanding, my new family 
at Ysleta got me involved in all of it, the music and the church.

today i am a member and manager of mariachi san Pablo from 
Ysleta. God has given me the great gift to share my voice and 
guitar-playing in service to his message of love and salvation. 
mariachi san Pablo travels throughout the united states, 
assisting lutheran congregations with community outreach 
and evangelism through concerts and community events. in 
the 10 years i have been in the ministry, i have been witness to 
the greatness that is our God. the way people respond to our 
music is something that i never imagined, and i am honored to 
be part of a ministry that changes so many lives, as it did mine!

i remember performing at an lWml texas district convention 
and singing “amazing Grace.” i have always loved that song. 
singing it front of so many of my fellow lWmlers, the words 
seemed to have so much meaning, and it was hard to sing 
through it without crying. i remember being that lost sheep, 
blind to the life God wanted me to have. i have been found! 
i am no longer blind to his love! every time we perform a 
concert, i ask the lord to let my voice and hands touch those 
who are listening so that they can know and feel the same 
love that i have felt in my heart since that winter in 2004.

today, i serve with gladness each and every day. i am also the 
adelante ministries assistant director, the Ysleta lutheran 
mission bookkeeper, the president of the Women of san 
Pablo, church treasurer, and a proud heart to heart sister. 

i live my daily life through this Bible verse: I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength (Philippians 4:13). amen!

ann heRnandez
–Singer, Dancer

Klaudia is a talented 17-year-old pianist, 
using her musical gifts at the lutheran Church 
of the Way in raynham, massachusetts.

the first time i heard her play, i was 
impressed with her ability to follow the 
liturgy and play both traditional and 
contemporary hymns. i could tell right 

away that Klaudia was one of God’s special artists, born to serve 
the lord with gladness through music. 

by Vanita Hartmann Klaudia began piano at age seven. “i’m supposed to practice 
one hour per day, six days a week, but most of the time that is 
impossible between homework and sports,” she said. 

her dedication pays off in both contemporary and traditional 
settings. “traditional hymns are usually easier as i can play 
some by ear, but contemporary songs are more fun to play!”

as a teenager, she could feel she’s missing out on activities. 
“sometimes i’d rather have sleepovers with my friends on sat-
urday nights, but then i remember how blessed i am to have 
the opportunity to use my gift to serve my God.” 
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maRia munoz –Photographer
I take pictures. 

i got my first camera when i was nine years old … from a 
cereal box. Collecting coupons from the back of the box, i 
sent them away with ten dollars to get that camera. it was 
beige and used 110 film. and with it, i took pictures.

my first shots weren’t good, but i practiced. i became our 
family photographer. eventually i graduated to more ad-
vanced cameras and even developed some of my photos 
in a dark room. today i use a digital camera and Photo-
shop™ is my dark room. 

as a kid, all i knew was that i liked to take photos. today 
i see my photography as a creative extension of who i 
am, a gift from God. 

there’s a line in one of my favorite movies, Chariots of Fire. 
the movie is the story of two runners preparing for the 
1924 olympics. one of them, eric liddell, has postponed 
his journey to China to become a missionary. his sister 
expresses fear that he is forgetting his true purpose: to 
go to China. he responds, “i believe God made me for a 
purpose, but he also made me fast. and when i run i feel 
his pleasure.” that’s what i feel when i click the camera’s 
shutter button: God’s pleasure. 

i love looking at the world that God made with all the 
color and interesting shapes and patterns. he must have 
enjoyed creating all of it. Genesis 1 keeps reminding us 
that he saw that it was good. Being made in God’s image 
allows us to express ourselves in creation. this means 
different things for different people. 

For me, it means that I take pictures. 

gRace ByRd
–Classical Musician 
i grew up in a Christian school where 
everyone assumed that if you wanted to 
be in a Christian occupation, you could be 
a missionary, a pastor, or a Christian school 
teacher. at the very least, you could be a 
successful business person and live a gener-
ous life tithing back to the church, which will 
then live out your Christian calling for you. 

When i told my teachers that i would be going to the eastman 
school of music to study viola, i would inevitably get the question, 
“how will you be serving the lord?” i always felt a little stumped.  

if i were asked that question today, my answer would be simple: i 
will live in the guidance of the holy spirit as thoroughly as i can, as 
often as i can, through my vocation. 

that answer could be the same for anyone working any job, but few 
things access the inner workings of the soul more directly than mu-
sic and the arts. People can think things out with their brain and feel 
things deeply with their heart, but the link between the two is more 
difficult to experience without art, music, poetry, or something of 
the sort. For me, this link is where i meet the holy spirit.

i have been working with the Kalamazoo (michigan) symphony 
for 17 years, performing with the symphony as well as the string 
Quartet. our quartet visits schools, retirement homes, juvenile 
homes, and prisons. every visit is a different experience, and some 
days definitely feel more like work than others. every so often, 
something will happen where i will know that something in the 
music has opened someone up to feel more deeply, love more 
deeply, or in other words, to know God more deeply.

once, after a performance at an elementary school, during a bar-
rage of questions, a little girl raised her hand and said, “my dad is 
in jail and i’m really, really sad.” the teacher later explained to me 
that the girl’s dad had been in jail for about a month and that was 
the first time she had been able to talk about it.

another time, we played at a women’s prison, and the audience 
walked in with an obvious attitude. By the end, questions were fly-
ing. it was obvious to me that the holy spirit had stirred in them, 
through the music, the desire for something more, something 
deeper, and something out of their control. 

Ask and you shall receive. Seek and you shall find. Knock and the door 
shall be opened (matthew 7:7). 

it’s something i can’t explain, and i feel that is exactly the point. i 
have seen music become this doorway where people meet God.
Grace Byrd is a member of Zion Lutheran Church in Holland, Michigan, 
where she directs the handbell choir and plays the viola in the praise band. 

Maria is a member at Grace Lutheran Church in St. Catharines, 
Ontario. She works as a Production Coordinator, making movies 
for CubeCity Entertainment … which includes, among other 
things, taking production photos.
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maRia munoz –Photographer over the last twenty years God has blessed me 
with the opportunity to write more than 20 
books for children. i’ve also written for numer-
ous publications, including Portals of Prayer, 
Happy Times, and more, through Concordia 
Publishing house (CPh) and other publishers. 

the children in my life have inspired my writing. 
my very first book, Things I See in Church, i wrote 
for my son when he was a baby. the goal was to 
explain things in church for young children and 
to help them understand God’s love for them 
in Christ. it’s a board book, a paper-over-board 
book that babies can handle, feel, and even 
chew on! For example, it reads, “Church — Jesus 
welcomes us; Bible — Jesus speaks to us.” each 
object is given a Christ-centered understanding 
at a child’s level of understanding. 

i have continued to write a variety of board 
books and picture books, including Thanks-
giving: A Harvest Celebration and Saint Nicho-
las: The Real Story of the Christmas Legend. 
these books help parents and teachers con-
nect holidays to God’s love for them. 

one of my favorite publications to write for 
is My Devotions, a daily devotional book for 
school-age children, published by CPh. in 
these short reflections, children can connect 
to their faith in Christ. in recent years i’ve writ-
ten longer works, including my first novel for 
nine-to-eleven year olds, which is still in the 
editing stage. 

this year, God has brought me on a journey of 
faith as my family moved to California. this fall 
i have had the opportunity to teach a class on 
writing for children and teens to students at 
Concordia university, irvine. What a blessing it 
has been to share what i’ve learned about writ-
ing over the years with these students! 

a prayer that has guided my writing are the 
words of Psalm 19:14: May these words of 
my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 
pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my 
Redeemer. this is my prayer in my writing and 
in my teaching, asking for God’s blessing on 
the words i communicate, that they may be a 
reflection of Jesus’ great love.
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Julie STiegemeyeR –Children's Writer

“this is my prayer … 
asking for god’s 

blessing on the words 
i communicate, 

that they may be 
a reflection of 

Jesus’ great love.”

Julie stiegemeyer

recently i discovered a creative 
faith expression that has brought 
a world of blessing to me through 
the book Writing in the Margins by 
lisa nichols Hickman. i spent sev-
eral months reading the fascinating 
history of margin notes, sermon 
notes, prayers, and study in Bibles, 
and i worked on the exercises.

i also discovered there is a worldwide community that encourages 
and shares this biblical practice on social media. i joined a Bible 
journaling group on Facebook called illustrated Faith. in fascina-
tion, i watched regular folks illustrating and drawing in the margins 
and saw His Word come alive.
i purchased an esV single-column Journaling Bible and began the 
experiment of taking the Word into the week. on sundays i bring 
home the printed weekly service and spend time reading, reflecting 
and praying over the readings. in the course of the week, i fill the 
margins with response. 

The practice became intergenerational as my daughters were quickly 
drawn to this artistic expression. What started as my solitary walk be-
gan to draw others. now i welcome seasoned journalers and newbies 
into my home for Creative Haven. There are no rules. simple tools 
like colored pencils or a non-bleeding pen are a great beginning. 
Writing and drawing in the margins highlights god’s Word as 
aliVe. illustrated Bibles can become legacy gifts for confirmands, 
newlyweds, children, godchildren, and grandchildren.
 Part of the Joy of Bible journaling is that it gives a definitive guide 
to the faithfulness story god is writing in my life. When i see the 
picture, i more easily share the witness to my family and neighbors. 
one friend who recently lost her youngest daughter in a drowning 
accident says this practice has been a lifeline of hope in her life. 
Piece by piece the illuminations in the margins tell the story of god’s 
handiwork of love and the Holy spirit’s movement in His kingdom. 
They also reveal a bit of our calling to join in His work. 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.‘The Lord is my por-
tion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him’ (lamentations 3:22–24). 

connie denningeR –Bible Journaling Illustrator

Julie Stiegemeyer is a children’s author and teacher. She and her family recently relocated to Irvine, California. 
To follow her online, visit Lutherancookbook.wordpress.com and Jottingsandsuch.blogspot.com.

Connie Denninger lives in Springfield, Virginia, and attends Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. 
Visit her on Pinterest or at Vintage Grace at constancedenninger.blogspot.com.
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i am blessed to be a 
professional musician. 
With my husband, 
who plays double 
bass and guitar, we 
have had the privi-
lege to record seven 
albums and to tour 
the world, playing 
music as the erin 
Bode Group for the 
past twelve years.

Growing up in a lutheran parsonage in minnesota afforded me 
many interesting experiences. When i was four years old, my 
parents hosted a young couple from Japan, the saitos. despite 
the language barrier, we began a friendship and learned that 
mamoru and midori were new Christians. What a blessing to 
meet Christians from the other side of the world! We stayed in 
touch and learned a few years later that mamoru went through 
the lutheran seminary in tokyo and became a lutheran pastor. 

twenty-six years later, our band traveled to tokyo to promote our 
third Cd, “the little Garden.” my long-time friends attended our 
concert, and we spent a lovely afternoon with them in their home. 

We made a second trip to Japan in January 2011, after releasing 
our Cd, “Photograph.” after returning home, we learned of the 
terrible earthquake and tsunami just north of tokyo. our friends 
were safe, but they asked us to pray for the many people who 
were suffering. in that moment, i wanted so much to share with 
those people the comfort we have in Jesus Christ. 

this experience stayed with me as we planned to record a 
collection of my favorite hymns, including “Be still, my soul,” 
which was a favorite of my grandmother. my Grandma Bode 
grew up in the 1930s on a Kansas farm. her name was dorothy 
and, just like in the Wizard of Oz, she and her family would go 
down into the cellar when the skies were dark and a storm was 
coming. to comfort themselves, they would sing hymns, and “Be 
still, my soul” was always one of them. this is the second verse:

Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake 
to guide the future as he has the past. 
thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake; 
all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. Public domain

When we added “Be still, my soul” to our concerts, i would share 
the story of our friends in tokyo and the story of my grandmoth-
er. We would dedicate the song to the suffering people in Japan 
and to all of us who suffer. 

it made sense that we should record this hymn along with other 
hymns of comfort and praise. i made the selections, our band-
mate adam maness arranged them and, along with my husband 
and several musicians from the st. louis symphony orchestra, 
we recorded them at our church. the album would be complete 
once i found the cover art. 

the beautiful works of sadao Watanabe, a twentieth century 
Japanese printmaker known for the biblical stories told through 
his artwork, have always inspired me. When i saw his print, “Boat 
in the storm,” i knew this needed to be the cover. i wrote to the 
late artist’s son to ask permission and he granted it.

1 Peter 3:15 is a verse that i think of when considering how the 
arts can be a way to tell the good news of Jesus to those with 
whom i come in contact. But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentle-
ness and respect. 

Jesus used stories to tell people the truth about God’s Word. he 
did this with gentleness and kindness. as a Christian artist, i love 
to tell the story through my music, the story of his love for us and 
the hope we have in Jesus Christ.

eRin Bode –Jazz Singer, Songwriter

Erin Bode and her husband, Syd Rodway, live in St. Louis and worship 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Des Peres, Missouri. To read more about 
Erin, to hear samples of her music, or to invite her to perform at your 
church or LWML event, visit www.erinbode.com.

Left: Young Erin (front, center) 
and her family with the Saitos
Above: Erin reunited with the 
Saitos twenty-six years later
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i have always loved hula. i was born and raised on maui 
and began dancing hula at the age of four. many of the 
traditional hula songs i would dance with my dad were 
written about God’s creation and our enjoyment of it. 
But the most meaningful hula for me was when the 
song specifically gave praise to our Creator.

as i grew older, i had opportunities to dance hula in my 
home church. after college, i went on to choreograph 
and teach Christian hula to students in hawaii and 

nebraska. But my most favorite hula memory that will stay with me forever is danc-
ing E Malama, Ho’omaika’i with my hawaiian grandmother. the lyrics for this bene-
diction song came from a hawaiian hymnal. my dad, Kaala Kaio, wrote a beautiful 
melody, which my home church now sings in hawaiian and english to close the 
worship service. students at emmanuel lutheran school on maui also close each 
year’s may day Program with this hula. 

this past summer, the holy spirit led me to share this hula with my heart to heart 
sisters at the des moines lWml Convention. i was so blessed as i listened to my 
heart to heart sisters worship God in different languages. it reminded me of how 
one day we will be standing before the throne and before the lamb worshiping God 
in heaven with people from every nation, tribe and tongue. (revelation 7:9)

When i am able to dance for the lord, it is a way for me to praise and worship him 
with my whole being. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name! (Psalm 103:1 esV) 

aBBy young –Musician
my faith and my music were never 
simply part of my life; they have 
always been my life. Yet for years, my 
stage fright prevented me from using 
my gifts. When i was four years old, my 
sunday school class performed “lord, 
i lift Your name on high.” i learned 
all the words and hand motions and 
looked forward each week to rehears-
ing. When we were called up to sing, i 
panicked. suddenly i felt no desire to 
sing and went back to my pew.

For years this experience haunted 
me. i would get a pit in my stomach 

whenever we sang “lord, i lift Your name 
on high.” nevertheless, i grew in my pursuit 
of music — voice, flute, and piano. in 
seventh grade, i became more comfort-
able when i was invited to play my flute at 
church and joined the hand bell choir. 

Playing music at church was no longer scary 
but a chance to worship God with the skills 
he had given me.

during my senior year, knowing i was going 
to study music education in college, i began 
to conduct our hand bell choir. the lord 
had given me confidence, and i was able to 
share my musical knowledge with the en-
semble. When we played, God was glorified 
and i learned that’s what matters most.

my most revealing moment, however, 
had come a few weeks earlier when i sang 
“lord, i lift Your name on high” with the 
worship band on easter sunday. my palms 
were sweaty and my voice was shaky, but 
God helped me make it through and share 
the message of his salvation.

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is 
steadfast! I will sing and make melody! 
(Psalm 57:7 esV)

anuhea coRBin –Dancer

Abby is a member of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Fishkill, New York. 
Visit https://youtu.be/1hXghO7dNRM for a video of the handbell choir.

Anuhea lives in Seward, Nebraska, and worships at St. John Lutheran Church, Seward.

God has given us all gifts that can and 
should be used for his glory and many 
methods that draw us closer to him. 

i was fortunate to have grown up in a 
strong Christian home where my parents 
worked hard to send me to a lutheran 
school through eighth grade. this educa-
tion, both at home and at school, helped 
me grow into the woman i am today. my 
parents also sacrificed much to give me 
years of vocal and piano lessons.

music reaches people through the lyrical 
message and the impassioned emotion of 
a well-composed melody. With the gifts 
God has given me and the guidance of 
the holy spirit, my purpose is to combine 
my lutheran faith and my passion for 
country music to spread the Good news 
of Jesus Christ. the goal of my three Cds is 
to lead listeners on an inspirational journey 
with the focus on Christ. 

there is nothing like the experience of 
sharing God’s Word through music where 
people feel the presence of the lord. i al-
ways feel great fulfillment when a listener 
tells me how a song has inspired him or 
her through a difficult moment in his or 
her life. i am blessed by the success of my 
music but also realize that my desire is to 
move people to find strength in their lives 
through Christ in his Word and sacra-
ments. i praise the lord by using what he 
has given me to do, his work. 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will 
sing praise to my God while I have my being 
(Psalm 104:33 esV).

Kali Rose, Inspirational Country Music Awards 
Entertainer of the Year and Female Vocalist of 
the Year, was nominated for a 2015 Dove Award 
by the Gospel Music Association for Country 
Song of the Year with “God’s Will." She is a 
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Bremen, 
Indiana. More information about Kali can be 
found on her website, kalirose.com or facebook.
com/kalirosemusic.

Kali RoSe –Country Singer
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My heart overfloweth with a goodly 
matter; I speak the things which I 
have made touching the king: My 
tongue is the pen of a ready writer 
(Psalm 45:1 asV).

as a songwriter, editor, speaker, 
and blogger, this verse captures all 
the pieces that i create. i am most 
known for my music, but i count all 
the avenues in which i express the 
overflowing of my heart as a service 
to the lord.

i’ve had wonderful opportunities to share my work in arenas of ten to arenas 
of 25,000 people. i believe that my God-given gifts and talents are not for me 
but for the edification of the body of Christ to make him known.

the holy spirit working through me is evident, as i know that on my own 
i am nothing. my words are just ink on paper, my songs are just recorded 
sounds on a disk, and my heart is cold. But, by the power of the holy spirit, 
he turns my heart to love and serve. he allows the words i write and the 
songs i sing to minister deep within people’s souls. i stand in awe of his power.

one song that i wrote where i see Christ working is called “You are not 
alone.” this song was picked up by a major motion picture to use on their 
soundtrack Cd, “songs inspired by the movie home run.” i’ve had many 
opportunities to share this song, but one day in particular comes to mind. 
i had no idea how powerfully God would use it until months later.

i was bumped to sing after the headliner, as opposed to opening, at a 
festival, and most of the people in attendance had left, understandably. 
But one married couple that had been arguing all day, nearing the brink of 
simply throwing in the towel, made their way to the event. they were late, 
really late; the only part of the festival that they managed to see was my set 
at the very end, when i wasn’t even supposed to be on stage.

nearly six months later i ran into this couple who shared with me how, after 
their hearing the words i spoke and the song i sang, God used it to soften 
their hearts. that night, they had stayed up late talking and healing from 
their anger. By the grace of God and the power of the holy spirit, their mar-
riage has been reconciled. that was not me. that was the holy spirit! 

through numerous testimonies like these, i am reminded and encouraged 
to press on, to continue to write, to continue to sing so that Jesus is glori-
fied and people are reminded of his saving grace. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: Many 
shall see it, and fear, And shall trust in Jehovah (Psalm 40:3 asV).

Mia Koehne is a member at Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix, Arizona. You can visit 
Mia at www.miakoehne.com

mia Koehne
–Singer, Songwriter, Speaker

deB BuRma
–Writer, Speaker
God has blessed 
me with the gift of 
creative commu-
nication, allowing 
me to share Christ’s 
redeeming love in a 
unique manner as i speak and as i write. my passion 
is to create and share resources that will touch the 
hearts of women, meet them in the moments of their 
everyday lives, encourage them in their walk with 
Christ, and engage them in God’s Word. 

my gifts take form in devotions, Bible studies, wom-
en’s retreat materials, and Christian-living books. i 
prayerfully consider how i may capture a woman’s 
attention with a relatable topic and draw her into 
God’s Word through illustration, analogy, and story. 
envision savoring a morsel of rich, sweet chocolate 
(Living A Chocolate Life), stepping out with timid 
tootsies to the edge of a diving board (Stepping Out), 
sporting various styles of shoes (Beautiful Feet), or 
accessorizing with fine jewelry (Treasured).

ordinary topics lead us to the extraordinary Word of 
God and the new life we have in Christ, by his grace! 
i pray that Christ would be exalted through my 
words, both written and spoken. 

as i write and as i prepare to speak, i look first to God’s 
Word for direction, discernment, and purpose. i pray 
for the holy spirit’s guidance as he works powerfully 
through the Word, breathing life into my work, en-
abling my words to accurately communicate his Word 
of truth while speaking to the heart of a woman and 
meeting her in the middle of her circumstances. i’m 
humbled and awed by the spirit’s work; sometimes i 
receive an inspired response from a retreat participant 
or read an excerpt of my writing, and i find myself 
thinking, “i don’t even remember saying/writing that!” 
i’m moved to praise him for using me, for giving me 
inspiration, for breathing life into my humble words 
and work of art. to him be all the glory!

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and 
my redeemer (Psalm 19:14 esV).
Deb serves as a women’s ministry leader and youth ministry 
volunteer at Peace Lutheran Church in Columbus, Nebraska. 
She is pictured above with daughter, Courtney, whose input 
was invaluable as Deb wrote Raising Godly Girls (CPH ©2015).
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Judy maSeman –Crocheter 
the only equipment is a crochet hook and 
some yarn or thread. it’s very inexpensive 
and doesn’t take up much room. it is not 
about me. it’s about God’s ability to use 
the most ordinary people and things — a 
grandma wielding a small metal hook and 
a ball of yarn — to bring joy and comfort 
to others or to further God’s kingdom. 

i crochet covers for small Christmas ball ornaments, stuffed ani-
mals and toys, nativity sets, pillows, and afghans. most are given 
away as gifts or for fundraisers. i frequently take small items 
with me to work on in the car while traveling or when sitting in 
a hospital or doctor’s office. Curious questions can be turned 
into an opportunity to share the lWml mission Grants or the 
benefits of sending children to a lutheran school. 

one of my favorite Bible verses is 1 Corinthians 10:31b (KJV): 
Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. i believe God gave 
me the ability and the desire to do these crafts, taught to me 
by my mother when i was about nine years old. i have been 
teaching my favorite crafts to local 4-h girls, which is a won-
derful opportunity to bridge the generation gap and to get to 
know youth i would not otherwise come in contact with. When 
we gather around my kitchen table on saturday afternoons to 
crochet and knit, their electronic devices stay in their bags, and 
we talk about school, their families, and their church activities. 
my prayer is that God can use me to be a positive influence in a 
young person’s life.

one special memory is when i was working for a home health 
care agency and did household chores for an elderly lady with 
severely diminished eyesight. she enjoyed knitting but could no 
longer see to make anything more than not-quite-square pieces 
she used for dishcloths. even then she had trouble keeping 
her stitches on the needle and going in the right direction. she 
asked me to “see if you can straighten out this mess,” which i did. 
as i was untangling her knitting, she asked me where i went to 
church. i had not mentioned church as we were strictly forbid-
den to discuss religion or politics with our clients, so i asked her 
why she thought i went to church. she replied, “Because you are 
so patient and kind, i knew you were a Christian.” that opened 
the door for many conversations about God’s love.

God Will make a way for his love to be shared. and sometimes 
we don’t even know 
it is happening.
Judy is a member at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Centralia, 
Missouri, where she also 
serves as church secretary.

at fourteen, i joined the praise team at church and loved it! sing-
ing and praising God while leading the music in worship was 
so humbling. nine years later i’m the director of Contemporary 
Worship at Bethlehem lutheran Church in saginaw, michigan, 
and i continue to feel humbled as i sing and lead the music. 

i also perform throughout michigan, which gives me a chance 
to share God’s Word with those outside the church. i sing songs 
that praise God, tell of his love, mercy, and grace.

most of us connect deeply with music as it gets stuck in our 
heads and works in our hearts without us even realizing it. 
my passion for music ministry stems from the fact that we are 
called to praise the Lord, to make a joyful noise and sing praises 
to Him (Psalm 100:1–2). the best feeling is to look out and see 
everyone singing and praising God and to know the holy spirit 
is working in their hearts.

recently, i had the pleasure of singing at a memory care facility. 
some residents have severe dementia and can’t recall where 
they were or whom they were with. i was nervous that they 
might not connect with the music. i prayed and the spirit led me 
to start with “amazing Grace.” every single person remembered 
the words and sang along, giving praise to God with me! it was 
incredible to see people connect with God and with each other 
so deeply. they closed their eyes and praised the lord and, in 
that moment, i understood that he can work in our hearts and 
minds without us even understanding or realizing it. 

the people were not able to verbalize their prayers, but God 
heard them anyway. they were not able to understand where 
they were, so God came and met them. using music, the lord in-
structed and used me so that they were able to have a few mo-
ments of clarity and, through the holy spirit, get closer to him. it 
was so humbling, and i’m so thankful to have experienced that. 
Hannah is Director of Contemporary Worship at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Saginaw, Michigan.

hannah STeele –Music Director

“Then Sings My Soul” continues on page 24
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english class was my least favorite in 
high school. i spoke, read, and wrote 
english, so why did i have to study it? 
reading shakespeare in order to write 
summary papers ranked right up there 
with a root canal. i barely scraped a pass-
ing grade due entirely to the kindness of 
my teacher. Writing was not my thing.

ten years after joining lWml, i was 
elected to serve the lWml texas district as Vice President of 
Christian life. after searching for Bible studies to pass along, i 
whined to my district Pastoral Counselor that nothing seemed 
to fit what i was looking to share. he simply looked at me and 
said, “Why don’t you write them?”  Wait … what? I stink at writing. 
I’m not qualified. I don’t have anything to say. Why would lifelong 
Christians listen to a newbie? You must be joking! my list of excuses 
was extensive and self-centered.

i began to pray about the pastor’s suggestion and God began 
working in my heart. What he unfolded that day forever changed 
the trajectory of my life. God graciously gave me an insatiable love 
for his Word. he allowed scripture to change me before any words 
landed on the written page. some days were hard as God convict-
ed me of sin, calling me through his Word to repent as he opened 
my heart to draw closer. other days, the praise and wonder of his 
works left me scrambling for words glorious enough to describe 
them. the Gospels fell on a heart hungry to know the love and 
grace of God. in that desperate searching, God birthed a writer.

Wise pastors invested precious time teaching me how to properly 
study scripture and pointed out trusted resources. as one who 
didn’t know Jesus growing up, my writing simply reaches out to 
fellow wandering souls. i write to find God in the ordinary and 
make him the extraordinary focus. i am passionate about provid-
ing readers with tools to simplify their lives and work toward the 
purposes to which God has called them. 

today when i write about forgiveness, God reveals tenfold why he 
allowed certain suffering in my life. not long ago, as i shared scrip-
ture passages and steps to work toward forgiveness, an elderly 
lady approached me to share that God used those tools to allow 
her to forgive a hurt lasting 52 years. tears flowed from both of us 
at God’s goodness.

after eight years, i cannot see where this writing journey will 
lead, but his calling to continue is clear. my favorite verse, he-
brews 11:1, reminds me to keep walking (and writing) by faith. 
i don’t have to worry about the details. By his grace God allows 
me to illuminate his movement in our daily lives and provide ac-
companiment through the dark. my fervent prayer is that i prove 
worthy of his calling. 
Donna is a member of Salem Lutheran Church in Tomball, Texas, where she 
serves on the worship team. Visit her blog at www.artesianministries.org.

i began my writing career 
in mrs. Kaufman’s fourth 
grade elementary class, 
self-publishing poetry in a 
treasured yellow, teal, and hot 
pink spiral-bound notebook. 
i have since upgraded my 

trusty notebook to a mac computer on which i pound 
out articles for publications such as The Lutheran Wit-
ness, Lutherans Engage the World, Reporter, Higher Things 
Magazine, The Federalist, and Lutheran Woman’s Quar-
terly. my nonfiction books, He Remembers the Barren and 
Pew Sisters, address the topics of suffering and the theol-
ogy of the cross for the benefit of my sisters in Christ, and 
my fiction books, House of Living Stones and the newly 
released The Choir Immortal, tell the story of emily duke, 
a choir director from the big city who moves to a small 
town in illinois to direct the local church choir.

 telling stories has always been a big part of my life. 
From attempting to animate the plastic movements 
of my childhood Barbie dolls with adventurous plots 
and juicy dialogue, to trying to explain the glory of the 
ascension of our lord Jesus Christ to my sunday school 
kids today, i revel in the art of making characters come 
alive in the hearts and minds of others. stories, after 
all, can be effective tools in teaching others about the 
truth (John 8:31–32) that sets all of us free — Jesus 
Christ crucified for our sins (John 14:6). stories can also 
help readers encounter thoughts, feelings, ideas, and 
experiences that normally exist outside of their own 
understanding and, in this way, help readers grow in 
the knowledge of the lord and in empathy and com-
passion toward their neighbor. did not even our lord 
use parables to instruct his disciples?

 i am inspired to write my stories by the ongoing story of 
Christ coming to and caring for his people today, par-
ticularly in the divine service. it is there, in church, where 
the holy spirit strengthens my faith through the hearing 
of the Word, the absolution, and the lord’s supper, and it 
is there where i am convicted to write stories that rightly 
confess Jesus as lord and savior. if i succeed in writing 
such a story, then i am one very happy writer. 

and to God be the glory.
Katie  lives in Sherman, Illinois, and worships at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church. Visit her online at www.katieschuermann.com

KaTie SchueRmann 
–Non-fiction, Fiction Writer

donna Pyle –Writer, Speaker

“Then Sings My Soul”, continued from page 13
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angie goeKe –Painter, Writer, Music Leader 
i’ve always been drawn to the arts — the beauty 
of music, sculpture, painting, and poetry. early 
on i pursued happiness with a worldly desire, 
one that put the focus on me and honored me 
through my music and creativity. my soul had 
always sung. at least that’s what i thought.

since then, God has been orchestrating all the 
former arts in which i had once found identity 
into one new amazing project: glorifying him! 
like a detective, i whip out my magnifying 
glass, lower myself on hand and knee, and 
amplify Jesus in even the most microscopic 
events. i am learning this takes intentionality 
and slowness, pausing in the mundane mo-
ments to see Jesus’ beauty and love revealed. 

my sleuthing for God in all the messiness of 
life rests in this verse: I will bless the Lord at 
all times; his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let 
the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name togeth-
er! (Psalm 34:1–3 esV) 

i am grateful that 
God has given 
me redeemed 
opportunities to 
write, speak, and lead the music in worship 
… now to his glory. When i write a blog 
post, prepare a retreat session, compose a 
worship song, or grab a paintbrush, the holy 
spirit always intervenes with a message of 
love and grace for my heart. he guides my 
mind’s eye to locate Jesus just below the 
muddy surface, in Word and sacraments, 
and then graciously gives me word pictures 
to illustrate his mercy and love. 

this i seek: Christ magnified, a thanksgiving 
and praise that can’t help but overflow out of 
us, and gratitude that produces beautiful joy 
in him. it is then my soul truly sings. let us 
exalt his name together!
Angie is a member of CrossPoint Lutheran Church, 
Katy, Texas. Visit her online at www.angiegoeke.com.

the lord works in 
my heart to write 
hymns, poems, and 
meditations, which 
i began doing in 
2002 at the age of 
60. the most joy-
ous time of my life

is when i’m writing, as the lord fills me with 
his spirit. God is using me as his instrument 
to bring the Gospel to many people through 
this music. so far, over 120,000 Cds have 
been distributed through lutheran hour 
ministries, lWml conventions, KFuo radio, 
and more. it’s like a dream. i give the lord the 
credit for what he has done in my life for he 
has granted me the desire of my heart.

the holy spirit is definitely the author. i’ve 
never thought of myself as being creative. 
the Bible verse to which i often refer is ro-
mans 8:28: And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love Him, who 
have been called according to His purpose. 

the hymns come to me in various ways. 
sometimes the lord speaks to my heart the 

words of a song when i am praising him. 
there have been times that i wake up with a 
melody, and when i read the recommended 
Psalm for the day from Portals of Prayer, the 
words fit. almost daily i read the Bible and 
often an idea comes for a new hymn. 

We receive many letters of the joy and hope 
this music brings. one man wrote, “Blessings 
abound to you as you bless the world with 
your amazing music … You have allowed 
his Word to be spread in a way that fills the 
atmosphere with the scriptures, wrapped in 
delightfully anointed music.”

the music is played several times weekly on 
KFuo radio station. one lady called to order 
two Cds. she especially loved the hymn, 
“lord, You are my everything.” Joanie harwell 
of KFuo radio offered to deliver them to 
her home as Joanie lived nearby. When the 
lady came to the door, Joanie noted she was 
blind, as was her husband. What touched 
us so much was that the second line of that 
hymn is, “You opened my eyes so i can see!”

to God be all the glory.

Joan VogeS –Hymn Writer

Joan Voges is a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Red Bud, Illinois. Visit her at www.lilyfields.org.
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