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Friends=Sisters=Joy
t his past June, 4,700 sisters and friends gathered together in 

Des Moines, Iowa, for our biennial convention. We were all 
united as sisters either by blood or by His blood. 

We celebrated older sisters and friends, the women who so courageously 
organized themselves almost 75 years ago to form the LWML. We 
celebrated our younger sisters with 70 young women participating as 
Young Woman Representatives. We celebrated our ethnic sisters with 
our lovely-inside-and-out Heart to Heart Sisters. 
We experienced being uplifted by our sisters as we worshiped, sang, 
and spent time together. Connected as friends and sisters by God’s 
grace and through faith, we studied God’s Word together and listened 
to missionaries tell us about the wonders that the Word has produced. 
Working joyfully side by side, we completed servant projects and cared 
for God’s people, bringing material gifts and offerings.
Yes, serving joyfully is a common thread that binds us together as 
sisters in service — Lutheran Women in Mission.
as women in mission, we Serve the Lord with Gladness. Our motto. 
Psalm 100:2. This gladness or joy is a supernatural work of the Holy 
Spirit. Through His Grace, our merciful God has called us through 
Baptism to be members of His family. Through the death and resurrection 
of His Son, Jesus, we have forgiveness of sins. Through the work of 
the Holy Spirit, by the Word of God and Holy Communion, we are 
sustained in our faith and guided in our service.
For these very reasons, we have a joy and gladness that is not an emotion 
but a deep feeling of confidence. 
This is the gladness we want to show in our service to God’s people. 
A Christian gladness. This Christian joy should be seen in all that 
we do. As LWML sisters, let’s hold that motto out in front of us:
• Gladly collect mites — be excited — be creative.
•  Joyfully talk about our missions, raising awareness in our churches 

and with friends and family. 
•  Joyfully engage in community organizations, as the Holy Spirit 

guides our knowledge of right and wrong, so that we can once 
again play a role in our country’s value system.

•  Joyfully love and support our church, our pastors, deaconesses, 
and teachers. 

•  Gladly encourage our sisters in Christ by giving them opportunities 
to use the gifts God has given them in ministry to the world.

as your president, I look forward to meeting many of you, 
my LWML sisters, over the next four years. I’m excited to see 
the work God has called you to do and how you are doing it.
Serving joyfully,

your sister, Patti
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