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t here is no way around it … the Tough Stuff of my article is 
saying good bye to you as your LWML President. I have loved 
serving our Lord through the LWML as your President.

You have laughed and cried with me … you have mourned and 
prayed with me. You have seen me through the death of my hus-
band, Mark, the death of my mom, Grace, and you have seen me 
through cancer surgery. By God’s grace, and His grace alone, I am 
here to tell you I am fine! Thank you for your cards, your prayer 
shawls, your love, your emails, but most of all your faithful prayers. 
Four years ago, Mark and I thought we had everything planned. 
We were healthy and excited to see what God had planned for 
me as the LWML President. I knew when I was elected that God 
would take care of all the details. Of course, I didn’t realize the 
details included being a widow. 
Widowhood brings a change in everything. It takes a while to real-
ize how long forever is as days pass by and you’re still alone. The sun 
continues to come up, and the days continue to pass, as we slowly 
move on. Eventually, the joy of life comes back, and there is great 
joy in singing the Alleluias at Easter worship. Grief counselors talk 
about stages of grief; quite honestly, I have no idea if I completed 
all the stages. How blessed we are that our Lord does not tell us 
the plans of this life — but He does tell us the plans of our eternity 
with Him. Mark is already there; he has received Life Eternal. 
We have also seen great joy together in the LWML over the past 
four years. For me, I have been blessed to visit many of our mis-
sion grant recipients in four countries. God has again blessed the 
LWML with abundant mites to reach our goal for this biennium. 
What an amazing God we serve! 
What a privilege it has been to be at eight of your district conven-
tions and several other district events. I have cherished your hugs 

and your cards and emails. Your card or email telling me you had 
prayed for me always came at the right time — God’s time!
I have been blessed with truly amazing, gifted Executive Commit-
tees and extended officers. By the working of the Holy Spirit, these 
men and women have written policies, handled financial matters, 
attended meetings, mentored committees, authored Bible studies, 
represented the LWML at your events, and done the day-to-day 
work of the LWML. They have faithfully prayed for you and the 
LWML. They have thanked our God for the privilege of being His 
hands and His feet. They have donated hours and dollars to the 
LWML — all to His Glory!
In closing, Mark’s favorite Scripture was: And we know that all 
things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). These past four years have 
held every emotion under the sun for me, but at the end of this 
biennium, I see how God the Holy Spirit has worked it all for good 
and to the glory of our Lord. I haven’t liked being alone, but I pray 
that, by God’s grace, I have been able to encourage some of you. 
With God all things are possible, including healing after the death 
of loved ones, storms in life, tornados and earthquakes, split fami-
lies, and many other earthly heartaches. He is our joy in life — our 
Lord and Savior. He will see you through joy and sorrow.
By the work of the Holy Spirit, The Time is NOW to encourage 
one another in all ways — in worship, being in the Word, being in 
prayer, and walking alongside each other on the good days and the 
bad days. The Time is NOW to grow God’s mission through mite 
giving and our service to Him with joy! 
God bless you! Thank you! I love you! To Him be the glory forever!  
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Watch for President Kay’s video as she shares her heart and hope with you, her family in Christ. 
This video is posted on the website and included in the eQuarterly President’s Page.
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