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y love affair with the Book of ecclesiastes began on a bleak spring day several years ago. 
i was experiencing problems with a coworker who was angry with me and would not be 
engaged, and my despair and sense of injustice was deepening.  I had been reading my 
way through the Bible and was up to ecclesiastes.  i admit that it was out of duty and 

not out of expectation that I opened to ecclesiastes.  And, of course, the Holy Spirit blessed that 
obedience by changing my thinking and perspective. reading ecclesiastes was like a blessed 
whack on the side of the head!

We Live under the Sun While God Is over the Sun
What was so comforting about ecclesiastes on that cold spring day was that solomon kept 
reminding me that i live under the sun. Living under the sun means that i am living life after 
the fall into sin. When I look at life from under the sun, I see this world: imperfect marriages, 
imperfect justice, imperfect children, an imperfect self and, of course, imperfect coworkers.  
that was not what God had in mind in the beginning.  Adam and eve were in harmony with 
God and each other and with the world around them.  Sin changed all that, and life became 
difficult, people became difficult, work became toil, and life filled up with Tough Stuff.  After 
the fall, there was a crack in everything.
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Christian counselor and author Larry Crabb puts it this way: 
“One of the least user-friendly truths that the Bible teaches 
is that, in this life, something is always missing. Something is 
wrong with everything. Nothing is completely as it should be.” 
From His over-the-sun perspective, God sees with compas-
sion your imperfect and frustrating world even as He knows 
the Big Picture, the plans He has for you, the way He will fit 
everything into His perfect will. This is the God who loves you 
and sacrificed His beloved Son for you. This is the God who is 
so committed to your well-being that He knows every freckle 
on your nose and every hair on your head. This is the God who 
promises that He will work every single thing that’s cracked 
into something good.
Psalm 103 describes your loving, over-the-sun God: as far as 
the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has 
compassion on those who fear him, for he knows how we are formed, 
he remembers that we are dust (Psalm 103:12–14).

There’s a Crack in Everything
On that day long ago, God through Ecclesiastes invited me to 
re-set my expectations. Since I am imperfect, I need to listen to 
my coworker’s complaints with a humble heart and temper my 
defensiveness. I was aware of my judgmental spirit and could 
embrace the fact that my coworker is also imperfect. Since the 
fall, there’s a crack in everything, and nothing and no one is 
perfect. Tough Reality.
This is how Ecclesiastes describes living in a Tough Stuff 
world: Again I saw that under the sun, the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the 
intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance 
happen to them all (Ecclesiastes 9:11 ESV).
And, to top it all, unless you die young or Jesus comes back first, 
everyone will grow old and die. Now that’s Tough Stuff!

There’s a Crack in Everything 
          — That’s How the Light Gets In
In the midst of darkest reality, the very crack that vexes us 
with imperfection is also the opening God uses to show us the 
light of His mercy, His tender care, His bright shining love in 
Christ, the Light of the world.
In his beautiful poem at the beginning of Ecclesiastes 3, 
Solomon assures us that there is a season for every activity 
under heaven. Life will have ups and downs, both Welcome 
Stuff and Tough Stuff, and there is absolutely nothing you can 
do about it. And while He does not ordain evil, God does 
allow the natural consequences of our sin and the sins of 
others, the Tough Knowledge that we’ve brought pain upon 
ourselves and that we are suffering because of the sin of others. 
Through those cracks made by sin shines the forgiveness of 
God for us to receive and to share.

Solomon invites us to trust God even when we cannot under-
stand: He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end (Ecclesiastes 3:11b).

Trust God with What You Do not Understand
In Ecclesiastes, Solomon urges you to be in awe of God and 
to trust God even though you have only an under-the-sun 
perspective. The Word of God assures you that at the absolute 
worst moment in human history, the time when Jesus was 
suffering and dying on the cross, from the under-the-sun 
perspective, all was lost. In truth, the absolute best thing was 
happening — God was blessing us with salvation. Worst 
moment, best gift. God is always busy doing things that we 
just don’t “get” because we can only see from under the sun 
and God is operating over the sun.

Enjoyment from the Hand of God
Solomon, in his Eastern-thinking spirals, returns again and 
again to this thought: A person can do nothing better than to 
eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, I 
see, is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find 
enjoyment? (Ecclesiastes 2:24b–25) Solomon is not saying that 
you should eat and drink and be merry as an escape from this 
difficult life, but rather that since you are living under the sun, 
you do well to live in the present tense: in the presence of God, 
under his Lordship, receiving daily His salvation and strength, 
and receiving food and drink, work, family, and friends with a 
thankful heart.
You are safe for all eternity, and no matter how much Tough 
Stuff there is in your life, how many things you don’t understand, 
and how afraid and exhausted you may feel, God has set you 
down in green pastures and next to still waters with daily bread, 
purposeful work, a faith community, family, friends, and an 
occasional trip to Baskin Robbins for Jamoca Almond Fudge! 

God’s Light Shines through 
                     the Cracks in Everything
Shining through the inevitable cracks in this imperfect life, 
God graciously provides blessings large and small. Bask in 
His light in present tense by acknowledging that your very 
life, your work, your wealth, and your strength come from 
your Creator and Redeemer, and that in this temporary and 
transitory world, the gift of salvation is forever. 
At your Baptism, when water was poured and the Word of 
God spoken over you, you became God’s own dear child. You 
can live in light this day because you are by faith looking at life 
over the sun, catching glimpses of the full healing of life with 
God. Healing began at your Baptism and will be fully realized 
at the end of time. Let the light of Christ pour through those 
after-the-fall cracks to bless your life in the here and now. Q
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