
CELEBRATE BAPTISM! 

Sing: "Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy" LSB 590, LW224

or "Father Welcomes" LSB 605 
or "Our Children Jesus Calls" LW228

Scripture Reading: Rom. 6:1-8 

Does your family have a certain month with a lot of birthdays? Ours does. 
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Birthdays celebrate life- life created by God through the natural order of things - procreation. In 
our physical birth we become a member of our earthly family. 

Baptisms also celebrate life - life created by God through the spiritual order of cleansing, 
adopting, changing - re-creation. In Baptism we have been cleansed from our sins, adopted by 
God and changed to become a member of His family, our spiritual family. 

Birthdays and Baptisms! These are both good reasons to thank God and to celebrate - and we 
do! 

Recently, a bulletin cover from a worship service caught my attention. It was a picture of a 
pastor, robed in his white alb, holding high in the air an infant clothed in a beautiful white 
baptismal gown edged with ribbons and lace. What joy that pastor's face expressed as he lifted 
high that child for all to see - a child newly brought into God's kingdom through His precious 
gift of Baptism. 

That picture reminds us how precious it is to be baptized. In John 15, Jesus reminds His 
disciples, and us as well, that we did not choose Him, but he chose them and us to be reconciled 
to Himself. In our Baptism God has made us to be His - heirs of His promise of salvation and 
life everlasting. 

As it states in Martin Luther's Small Catechism, "Baptism works forgiveness of sins, rescues 
from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this as the words and 
promises of God declare." 

In Baptism we receive the sign of the holy cross to mark us as one redeemed by Christ, the 
crucified. What a wonderful thought to ponder as we look at the cross in our sanctuary or close 
the clasp on the cross we wear around our necks. When making the sign of the cross as we begin 
our worship or daily devotions, we can remember our Baptism. 



The white baptismal gown an infant wears is only a symbol of the real "whiter than snow" 
clothes of righteousness given us by Christ with His sacrifice on the cross for our sins. 

As we read in Galatians 3:26 and 27 (NIV), "You are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. " 

Let us pray: May the peace found in the knowledge of salvation through Jesus Christ be ours. 
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the gift of Baptism. In Your holy name we pray. Amen. 
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