
“You can catch more flies with sugar,” the 
saying goes. It is hard to argue with that logic.  
We have all been on the receiving end of 
harsh words and know the alienation it causes. 

Encouragement and humor, on the other hand, 
bring harmony and good will and are two hallmarks 
of effective leadership.  A Christian leader follows 
Christ’s example and listens to His teachings. Gracious 
words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and 
health to the body (Proverbs 16:24).

How do you relate to others? LWML is all about 
engaging volunteers to give their time, talent and 

treasures for God’s glory with joy. Give it some thought 
and consider what LWML Vice President of Christian 
Life Eden Keefe thinks about humor. “When used 
appropriately in a leadership role, humor can put 
people at ease and diffuse uncomfortable situations. 
Smiling also goes a long way! A good leader will know 
the audience, stay positive, and be brief.”

LWML offers resources to encourage you, the leader, 
and those you lead. Volunteers in Christ’s Ministry 
gives helpful and practical ideas to support and 
recognize our volunteers. By joining “God’s team”, 
we grow in faith as we serve the Lord with gladness 
“wherever and whenever He has need of us.”

Follow the Leader
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are my God and Savior (Psalm 25:5a).
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Be a Gracious Leader!

More Leader Helps at www.lwml.org/developing-leaders. These resources are available as free downloads 
… encouragement at your fingertips!
• Zone Event Tips: Top 20 –Timely suggestions to jump-start the planning for your next zone event. 
• Zone President Pointers – This short one-page resource covers most responsibilities of the Zone 

President’s office. Fresh off the LWML press!
• Creative Zone Events – Ready to try something different for your next zone event? Check out this 

new resource with a plethora of alternatives to the traditional events.

Confession – I had great fun today at our pastor’s conference! I gave each pastor some of 
those delicious purple and white chocolate candies from the LWML store and asked who 
knew what the LWML Acronym printed on the candies meant? Most knew right away but 
to reinforce it and to teach the few who didn’t, they were asked to imagine what LWML 
might stand for. Those men were so creative!: 
➢ Lutheran Women Men Love
➢ Large Weight-gain Meals by Lutherans
➢ Long Whiskers looked goofy on Martin Luther

After each answer, they repeated with me “LWML – Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League.” Then I gave a bit of LWML trivia. After many laughs, everyone knew about 
LWML. And I, and my LWML candies, were invited back to the next pastor’s conference to 
share more about LWML!

Note to self: Pastors love hearing about the work of LWML, especially if it involves candy!

Miss 
Leading

Did you find this newsletter helpful in your service to God through LWML? Please take a moment to let us know if this resource  
is worthwhile. Click here to link your response with the Leader Development Committee. We would love to hear from you!

https://unite-production.s3.amazonaws.com/tenants/lwml/attachments/23123/Volunteers.in.Christ_s.Ministry.FINAL.7.25.14.pdf
http://www.lwml.org/developing-leaders
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