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Above: Medina receiving a 
Bible in her language
Top: Medina's adopted orphans

Many people ask why we have 
a ministry across the ocean 
when there is so much need 

in our own backyards. My response 
is simple: we didn’t choose it, the 
Lord chose us. The Lord calls us to 
ENGAGE with women who come 
from a completely different culture, 
don’t speak the same language and, 
frankly, don’t do anything the way 
we would do it. We are forced to step 
out of our comfort zone, put on a 
cloak of humility, and just show up. 
We have no idea what we are doing 
but, somehow, the Lord doesn’t need 
more than a willing heart … and 
we thank Him for His blessings. 

Women of the Pearl is a ministry 
to women in Uganda. We seek 
to educate, ENCOURAGE, and 
empower women in the areas 
of literacy, hygiene, agriculture, 
business ownership, nutrition 
and, of course, ministry leadership. 
(www.womenofthepearl.org) 

Allow us to share with you two stories that have come as a 
result of LWML’s generosity and mission to EQUIP.

The Lutheran Church of Uganda has 120+ congregations 
and only 17 pastors. Can you imagine leaving your family 
for nine months of each year for four years, with no income, 
and traveling many hours on the back of a sugar cane truck 
to another country all so you could go to seminary? That is 
what these men are asked to do … until now. 

On Monday, August 1, 2016, The Lutheran Church of Uganda 
dedicated and opened its newly constructed seminary 
doors to 24 men who will train to be pastors in that country! 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in McKinney, Texas, pioneered 
this project, and funding from an LWML Mission Grant 
allowed Women of the Pearl to contribute to the effort in the 
form of a Library and Computer Lab. If you don’t think your 
mites make a difference, let me be the first to tell you thank 
you from the women and children who will get to see their 
husbands and fathers for more than three months out of 
the year. And how about the lives that will know Christ as a 
result of newly EQUIPPED pastors preaching the Good News 
of the Gospel? Women of the LWML, what you do matters. 

The second story is about Medina, a Muslim woman who, 
the first time we met her in 2012, told us she wanted to be 
baptized. We learned Medina believed in Jesus but, in light 
of her husband refusing his permission for Baptism, she 

14 FA L L  2016



Mission Goal: $2,000,000 | 2015–2017

GRANTS
Mission

 1. Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry .............................. $50,000

 2. Disaster Response Trailers .................................................... $80,000

 3. Cancer Care Packages — Phil’s Friends ............................ $50,000

 4. Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ..........................$120,000

 5. Redeeming Life Maternity Home .....................................$100,000

 6. Hope and Healing to the Navajo People .......................... $75,000

 7. Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon ............................. $72,000

 8. Healthy Families ...................................................................... $60,000

 9. LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ......................................$100,000

 10. Training Teachers and Leaders ..........................................$100,000

 11. Opportunities in Uganda ....................................................$100,000

 12. “In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts” ........................... $50,000

 13. “We Are God’s Workmanship” .............................................. $32,500

 14. Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ...........$100,000

 15. Helping Hands Initiative .....................................................$100,000

 16. Deaconess Training ................................................................. $90,000

 17. Lutheran Youth Corps ............................................................. $25,000

 18. Providing Hope for Detroit .................................................$100,000

 19. Rosa Young Academies .......................................................... $25,000

KEY: – grant paid in full – grant partially paid
 
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

Rosa Young Academies — $25,000
The Rosa Young Academies and After-School Program Initiative, 
built on Dr. Young’s legacy, prepares new generations for present 
and future education and Gospel outreach. This LWML grant 
assists this initiative to provide children with a safe environment for 
education and spiritual growth; to offer opportunities to worship 
together and grow in the Word of God; to witness to one another of 
God’s love, mercy and grace; to participate in positive, life-changing 
spiritual and character-building programs; to receive healthy 
nutritious meals and learn healthy eating habits; and to be 
counseled in learning healthy life skills by using arts, drama/plays, 
sports, and other programs that encourage healthy living habits.

Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon — $72,000
Lutheran Hour Ministries’ specific goal is to reach 15,000 women 
and children with the message of faith and trust in God, along with 
food and humanitarian supplies to break the cycle of poverty for 
themselves and their families. With this grant, this outreach can 
change the lives of women and children who live in refugee camps 
in Lebanon.

LCMS Global Seminary Initiative — $100,000
The Global Seminary Initiative puts resources to work by offering 
the very best theological education to pastors and church leaders 
around the world. The biggest impact comes through providing 
scholarships for Lutheran international students at our LCMS 
seminaries, educating the next generation through in-depth study 
of the Word of God, and enabling them to become leaders in their 
churches. Through this grant, the LWML helps to provide $25,000 
per year in scholarship support. 

Current Mission Grants Highlighted in This Issue

by Lynn Corker, Lay Missionary, with Cheri Fish, Mission Editor 

needed to remain a Muslim. After Medina’s husband passed away, 
our hearts broke for her loss and then again when she said she 
needed to remain Muslim so that Allah would hear her prayers and 
save her husband from purgatory. We did not stop praying. 

Medina became homeless but found a shack to rent and took in four 
orphans she found. She brought the kids to be baptized in Christ, 
she reads them Scripture every night before bedtime, and she makes 
sure they are in worship every Sunday! Ladies, we serve a God that 
makes sick things, well; poor people, rich; dead things, alive; and 
He is able to make Christian disciples through a Muslim woman. 

You all enable Women of the Pearl to minister to the Medinas of the 
world, and we are overjoyed to announce that Medina told us she is 
ready! We celebrated her Baptism in Christ on Sunday, July 31, 2016. 
If you are aware of Muslim culture, this means she will be cut off 
from her family, but Medina insisted that she invite them and bear 
witness of her new life. We cannot wait to ENJOY and rejoice with all 
of heaven that day!

The blessings that have come are too numerous to name, but 
we can say with confidence the LWML has been a game changer 
for our ministry. Thank you, LWML, for the work you do and how 
you serve the Medinas and Seminary students of this world. 
We are so grateful. Q
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