
Back to School in the Word! 
Devotion 

 
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every 
kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good (1 Peter 2:1-3 NIV). 
 
In the education field, each September is filled with the sights and sounds of the beginning of 
another school year – newly sharpened pencils; shiny lunchboxes; squeaky new shoes; and 
bright, smiling faces of children in back-to-school clothes. As a teacher, a new school year brings 
new opportunities to help students grow in their learning and reach further into his or her 
potential to attain goals and dreams. I often spend weeks during the summer reviewing what 
worked and didn’t work from the previous year, reading the latest educational research, and 
attending more than a few workshops to fill my “toolbox for teaching.” I must be at the top of 
my game if I am to make a difference in my students’ lives.  
 
As Christians, we also have a toolbox, a “spiritual toolbox,” filled with items to help us reach the 
lost and hurting who do not know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. It is important that we take 
stock of our “spiritual toolbox” and make sure the tools we use do not become rusty, out-of-date, 
or lost at the bottom of the box. As 1 Peter 2:2 tells us, Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation. It is important that we grow in our 
relationship with our Lord and Savior, so that we are educated in Christ and prepared to be His 
witnesses to a world craving love, acceptance, and forgiveness. I encourage each of you to 1) be 
committed to a daily devotional life, 2) take advantage of opportunities for training in 
evangelism ministry and outreach, and 3) surround yourself with encouragers so that you may be 
a godly example to others.   
 
A classroom teacher is often faced with unexpected events in the classroom, events for which no 
textbook can prepare him or her. However, it is that textbook knowledge that gives the teacher 
the foundation on which to find methods to handle whatever comes his or her way.  Christians, 
educated in the Word of God and trained as His witnesses, possess the foundation to handle 
whatever events or opportunities present themselves to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 
Do not wait for September to go “back to school” to learn something new. Sharpen your pencils 
every day and dig into the Word to find the lessons God has for you to accomplish His plan as 
His witnesses.   
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we come to You this day as students – students of Your most Holy 
Word. Help us to learn all that You have for us so that we can be educated in Christ as Your 
witnesses. We pray that we recognize the opportunities and events that You place in our path, so 
that we convey Your love and mercy to those in a hurting and lost world. Show us how to be the 
“hands of Christ” each and every day. In the name of Your most precious Son, Jesus. Amen. 
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