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Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till I declare your power to the next generation, 

your mighty acts to all who are to come.  Psalm 71: 18

Dear Sisters in Christ,

� ank you for your generous support of the LHF mission to bring books about Jesus to the people of 

Southeast Asia in languages they can read and understand! � rough you faithful giving, LHF has been 

able to give books about the Savior to even His littlest lambs in places like Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos, 

China and � ailand.

As you probably know, Christianity is unknown to most Southeast Asian people, who instead look to 

Buddha, their ancestors, or their own human reasoning for answers to life’s questions.  But as the Holy 

Spirit is working through missionaries to spread the Word of God, more and more Southeast Asians - 

especially young people - are coming to faith in Jesus Christ!

� e books you’ve enabled LHF to publish are so important for parents and pastors to pass on the 

faith to the next generations. I wish you could see, as I have, the joy and excitement they have when 

receiving their catechisms and Bible storybooks. Finally, they have the tools they need to share their 

faith, simply but completely, with their children! Finally, they have books they can use to teach Sunday 

school and to read to their sons and daughters at bedtime.

� e photos you see in this report are but a small sampling of the 32,000 families who have had God’s 

Word placed in their hands, in a language they can understand. Just imagine – 32,000! And we know 

that God will continue to work through these books for years to come, as one generation passes their 

books onto the next. 

On behalf of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, I thank the women of the LWML for their gener-

ous and faithful giving to this important project. We look forward to a continued partnership in the 

future, and may God bless and keep you all. 

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Matthew Heise
LHF Executive Director

Laos



The Holy Spirit working through your prayerful support:

32,000 families are receiving the Good News of Jesus Christ!
At the 2013 national convention, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League voted to grant the 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation $72,000 to translate and publish good Lutheran books for children 
and families in Southeast Asia. Over the next 3 years, LHF used this generous funding to translate 
13 di� erent titles with a total of 32,000 books published! In keeping with the LHF mission, these 
books are given free of charge to the individuals, missionaries, churches and pastors who need them.

                           Title                               Language (Country)                               Quantity

 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Lao (Laos) 1,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism Burmese (Myanmar) 1,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism Nias (Indonesia) 5,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Lisu (China/� ailand/Burma) 3,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Hmong Blue (Southeast Asia, U.S.) 2,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Vietnamese (Vietnam) 2,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Bahasa (Indonesia) 3,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism Bahasa (Indonesia) 3,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism Workbook Bahasa (Indonesia) 3,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism 
            Teacher Workbook Bahasa (Indonesia) 1,000
 Luther’s Small Catechism (enchiridion) � ai (� ailand) 3,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Nias (Indonesia) 5,000
 A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories Simpli� ed Chinese (China) 3,000

  TOTAL 32,000

For more history and details on “Telling the Next Generation,” please see previous project reports 
from LHF to the LWML (dated February 2014, March 2014, April 2014, May 2014, September 
2014, March 2015 - 2 reports/letters, and February 2016). 

Thai teens gather for catechism & fun
In May, 60 teens from Concordia Lutheran Church - � ailand 

gathered under the theme “Stand Firm,” where they studied the � ai 
language Small Catechism provided by the LWML.  

Each day, leaders taught the kids about the faith from a di� erent 
section of the catechism. � ey were then divided into small groups 
where they discussed questions they had.

Rev. Ted Na� alang, president of CLCT, told how one of the teen 
girls shared that when she told her parents she was Christian, she was 
kicked out of her family’s house. 

 “Youth in � ailand are living among Buddhist friends and family,” 
Rev. Na� alang said. “It is very hard for them to keep their faith.”

Indonesian children and teens learn about Jesus 
From Good Friday until Easter, Lutheran church leaders from 

Indonesia were in the village of Pasir Bidang, where they led a semi-
nar for Sunday school teachers, teens and children. About 50 teachers 
and youth studied Luther’s Small Catechism and its accompanying 
workbook in the Bahasa language (provided by the LWML), and 75 
children learned about Jesus from A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.

In the top photo above, children read aloud from their books, 
sharing the story of Jesus dying on the cross and coming to life again 
on Easter Sunday. In the photo below, Rev. Bonar Lumbantobing 
leads catechism class. � e tall book with the blue stripe is the 
catechism workbook, and the smaller book with the cross is the 
catechism.

Indonesia


