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Journey to Faith: 
The Trip For A Lifetime 

Leader's Guide 

Advance Preparation: 

Name Tags - Leader materials, pages 6-7 
Supplies: white paper for boat cut outs 

life vest templates copied on to bright orange paper 
glue or paste 
small decorative stickers (optional) 
pins or double-sided tape for fastening name tags 

Cut out boats and life vests. Glue or paste a life vest onto each boat so the life vest 
overlaps the left comer of the boat. Be sure to leave enough room for participants to 
write name and affiliation. Decorate with stickers, if desired. Number each life vest 
with a number from I to 8 (or maximum number of treasure hunt destinations if you 
want to use less than 8.) Basically you want a manageable number of people in a 
group for each stop on the treasure hunt. If you have a very large group of people, 
you may want to double the numbers so that you have two smaller groups stopping at 
each treasure hunt location. 

Passports - Leader materials, page 18 
Supplies: passport original copied onto light blue paper 

foil star stickers in assorted colors (blue, red, green, silver, and gold if 
possible.) Or any other appropriate type of sticker in assorted colors. 

Fold the passport in half twice so that passport logo is on the "cover" and destinations 
appear inside. Stars or stickers will be distributed during the retreat as each 
destination is reached by the group. Color suggestions: gold for Treasure Island, 
green for Rock of Salvation, silver for Valley of Forgiveness, blue for Pinnacle of 
Devotion, red for Mountains of Joy, and gold for Pillars of Faith.) 

Maps - Leader materials, page 19 
Supplies: Copies of map on parchment or light yellow paper 

These will be used to help participants keep up with their progress during the journey. 

Origami Boats - Leader materials, pages 8, 8A, and BB 
Supplies: purple 8%xl1 11 paper for boats 

decorative stickers such as the LWML logo (optional) 
white paper for sample boats 

Make a few copies of the origami boat template by copying both the front and back 
onto single sheets of paper. Practice by making the boats out of these templates. 
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Make one example for every 4-6 people attending the retreat. Have the example 
templates available as guides when participants are making their own. (Hint: copy 
the template onto the purple paper, if desired) 

Letters to God 
Supplies: envelopes 

paper 
postage stamps 
pens, pencils 

The participants will have an opportunity to write a prayer asking for increased 
spiritual growth in a particular area of weakness. They will address the envelopes to 
themselves and tum them into the leader. The leader will stamp and mail the letters 4 
to 6 months after the retreat. 

Treasure Hunt 
Supplies: A copy of the L WML program resource Code # 5588 11God's Treasures: 

A Biblical Treasure Hunt11 by Cathy Hellmers ( order separately from 
the LWML Office) 

large poster board 
index cards 

Instructions are provided in the resource document. You can be flexible as far as the 
number of locations you choose to use. Feel free to make up some of your own, too. 

Skits - Leader Materials, pages 9-19 
Supplies: nautical attire for captain and first mate 

pirate attire for missionary pirates 
binoculars or telescope 
missionary pirate flag (see skit for instructions) 
large bath or beach towel 
"Life Vests" for participants. See name tag instructions. 

See skit text for specific instructions. 

Participant Material Check List 
name tag with life vest and group number on it 
agenda 
devotions ( opening, morning and closing) 
Bible study materials 
song sheet, song books, or alternate music sources 
map 
passport 
purple paper for origami boat 
pen or pencil 

Retreat Evaluation Sample Form - Leaders Materials, page 20 (Please adapt to your 
own setting.) 
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Retreat Outline 

Evening: 
30 minutes 

Registration 
Participants get name tags (try to distribute numbers on life vests so 
people who come in together end up in different groups.) 

15 minutes 
Welcome 
Review Participant Materials 
Opening Devotion Participant materials, pages 2-3 

60 minutes 
Skit 1: Missionary Pirates - Leader materials, pages 9-11 

At the end of the skit, pirates give instructions on the upcoming 
treasure hunt. 

11 God1s Treasures - Biblical Treasure Hunt 11 Order separately from the 
LWML Office 

60 minutes 

Upon completion of the treasure hunt, participants will receive star or 
sticker to place under "Treasure Island" on their passports. 

Bible Study - 11 Wbat Is Spiritual Growtb? 11 
- Participant materials, 

pages 4-7 

30 minutes 
Fellowship Time -- Additional ice-breaker or get acquainted activities 
could be done during this time. 

Morning - Second Day: 
15 minutes 

Morning Devotion and singing - Participant materials, page 8 

75 minutes 
Bible Study - "Stages of Spiritual Growtb 11 

- Participant materials, 
pages 9-12 

Do just introductory part of this Bible study, up to the first section of 
"Intellectual Growth." 

Skit 2: 11 0cean of Doubt11 
- Leader materials, page 12 

Do section on 11 Intellectual Growtb11 

Participants receive green star or sticker to put in their passports for 
reaching "Rock of Salvation." 

Skit 3: "Straits of Adversity 11 
- Leader materials, page 13 
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Do section on "Ethical Growth" 
Participants receive silver star or sticker to put in their passports for 
reaching "Valley of Forgiveness." 

Skit 4: "Bay of Contentment" - Leader materials, pages 14-15 
Do section on "Devotional Growth" 

Participants receive blue star or sticker to put in their passports for 
reaching "Pinnacle of Devotion." 

Skit 5: "Sea of Hope" - Leader materials, page 16 
Do section on "Emotional Growth" 

Participants receive red star or sticker to put in their passports for 
reaching "Mountains of Joy." 

Do "Summary of the Stages of Growth" 
Review map of progress so far. 

15 Minutes 
Break 

75 Minutes 
Bible Study - "Marks of Spiritual Growth" - Participant materials, 
page 13-15 

30 Minutes 

After Bible study, participants write out a prayer for increased fruit of 
the Spirit or increased spiritual growth (in areas of weakness) and put in 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to be mailed back to them in several 
months. 

Sharing Activity (could be before or during lunch) - Leaders materials, pages 
8, SA, and SB 

60 Minutes 
Lunch 

Participants make origami boats using purple paper and L WML stickers. 
These can be reminders of the traits that they, as Christian women, 
would want to exhibit. 

60 Minutes 
Introduction 

Introduce Bible study and start of Skit 6. Perhaps review progress on 
map thus far. 

Skit 6: "Gulf of Encouragement" - Leader materials, page 17 
Participants receive gold star or sticker to put in their passports for 
reaching the '1Pillars of Faith." 

Bible Study - 11 Nurturing Spiritual Growth11 
- Participant materials, 

pages 16-18 
Answer key to chart on page 17 (several columns could be checked for 
each verse) is included below. 
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Intellectual Ethical Devotional 

Exodus 20: 1-17 X 

Psalm 100 

Malachi 3: 10 X 

John 3:16 X X 

1 Corinthians 15:57 X 

Colossians 4:2 

Ephesians 2:8-9 X 

Ephesians 4: 1-6 X 

Philippians 4:4-7 X 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16 

30 Minutes 
Closing Devotion - Participant materials, page .I 9 
Announcements 
Evaluation Forms - Participant materials, page 20 
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Name Tags 

Copy or trace on to heavy white paper. 
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Instructions for Origami Boat 

You must begin with a SQUARE piece of paper. If you have a rectangular sheet of paper, 
you can make it square by folding it on a diagonal. With the paper sideways, take the top 
right corner and fold it over to the bottom left side of the paper. Cut or tear the overhang 
and save it. Open the fold back up and you will have a square. The folded sheet should look 
like this: 

1. Fold the square in half to form a rectangle. If using the 
template, fold along the line marked with a 1. Open back 
up to a square. 

2. Fold the left edge of .the square into the center line you just 
made to form a crease along the line marked with a 2. 

3. Repeat with the right edge of the square to form a fold 
along the line marked with a 3. 

4. Fold in half by bringing the top edge (narrower side) down 
to the bottom edge along the line marked with a 4. Open 
this fold back up. 

5. Fold the top edge down to the center crease to form a 
crease along the line marked with a 5. 

6. Repeat, folding the bottom edge up to the center crease to 
form a crease along the line marked with a 6. Open last 
two folds back up so paper looks like it did at the end of 
step 3. 

7. Fold top right corner over toward bottom left along line 
marked with a 7. 

8. Repeat, folding top left corner toward bottom right along 
line marked with an 8. 

9. Fold in top right corner along line marked with a 9. 
10. Fold in top left comer along line marked with a 10. 
11. Fold in bottom right comer along line marked with an 11. 
12. Fold in bottom left corner along line marked with a 12. 

Open comer folds back up. 
13. Pull up along line marked with a ~ in direction shown by 

arrows marked as 13. 
14. Do same as above but pull up on line ~ using arrows 

marked as 14. 
15. Fold tab marked as A downward. 
16. Fold tab marked as C upward. Should have pinwheel. 
17. Bring points of tabs A and !;;. together behind tab D. 
18. Push in top tab to form squared-off top. 
19. Take extra strip of paper that was left when you made your 

square and fold it into thirds (letter fold) and then into 
thirds again. When opened up, you should have 9 sections. 
Write one of the Fruit of the Spirit in each of the sections. 
Refold along the existing creases (accordion fold) and insert 
as "cargo" in your boat 
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Skit 1 
Missionary Pirates 

Characters: Captain 
First Mate 
Head Pirate 
Pirate 1 and Pirate 2 (mostly non-speaking) 
Passengers are everyone else in the room 

Props: Captain and First Mate should be dressed in nautical attire. A pair of binoculars or a 
telescope could be used also. The pirates should be dressed in character (eye-patch, 
scarf on head, gold earring, etc.) If desired, a "boat" could be made from large pieces 
of cardboard. Passenger "life vests" can be small paper ones the participants pin on. 
Each vest should have a number on it. Vests are numbered from 1 to 8. These 
numbers will be used to divide passengers into smaller groups. Pirate flag should 
have black background with white foreground. In place of "skull and crossbones" 
there should be the silhouette of a lamb where the skull would be and shepherds' 
crooks where the crossed bones would be. 

==----=============================================================== 

Captain: 

First Mate: 
Captain: 
First Mate: 
Captain: 

First Mate: 

Captain: 

First Mate: 
Captain: 

(talking to audience) Hello everyone, and welcome aboard as we embark on 
our "Journey to Faith." I hope you have all enjoyed the trip so far on our 
Good Ship Faith. I'll be your captain on this voyage so be sure to let me know 
if you need anything. Oh -- here comes our First Mate. Will you please 
excuse me for one moment? 
(Enters hurriedly with binoculars or telescope) Captain! Captain! 
Yes. What is it? 
Captain, I've spotted another ship heading straight for us! 
(looking concerned) That's odd. I don't believe there are supposed to be any 
other vessels in this vicinity. 
(pointing toward other ship) Well, there is! (looks through 
binoculars/telescope) Not only is it headed this way, but it's flying a very 
strange looking flag. In fact, it 1-1-looks 1-1-like a PIRATE flag! 
Pirates?! In THIS day and age! I don't believe it! Let me see those glasses. 
( takes binoculars/telescope away from first mate and looks at other ship) Oh, 
my. It DOES look like a pirate flag! We could be in serious trouble. We 
must not upset the passengers. Hmmm. I know! We'll proceed with our life 
boat drill. That will seem quite natural to the passengers, but we'll be prepared 
to evacuate the ship if necessary. 
Good thinking, Captain! 
(to passengers) I'm sorry for the interruption. We're going to continue our 
orientation with a life boat drill at this time. This is just a routine safety 
procedure. The First Mate here will instruct you. 
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First Mate: OK, let's get started. First, is everyone wearing a life vest? If not, please take 
a moment to put it on. Make sure it is on tightly. Does anyone need 

· assistance? (pause here until everyone is 11wearing II life vests) Now, there 
should be a number on your life vest. That number corresponds to the number 
of the life boat to which you are assigned. Please assemble with the others in 
your life boat at this time. (pause until participants move around to be with 
like-numbered vests) Take just a moment to select one person to be your life 
boat leader. This person will be responsible for seeing that everyone is in the 
life boat. (pause while selection is made) Captain, we've completed our life 
boat training. 

Captain: Thank you, First Mate. Passengers, as your Captain, it is my duty to inform 
you that we are, at this very moment, being approached by an unidentified 
ship .. We have been unable thus far to establish whether it is friend or foe. 
So, we must ask that you stand by and prepare to board the life boats. 

First Mate: Captain, here they are! 

(Missionary Pirates - Head Pirate, Pirate 1 and Pirate 2 - enter in cardboard boat carrying 
their flag and singing the following to the tune of 11Row, Row, Row Your Boat. 11

) 

Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 

Captain: 
Head Pirate: 

Captain: 

Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 
Captain: 

Row, row, row your boat, gently to the Lord. 
Trustingly, faithfully, gracefully, we will not get bored. 

We're Missionary Pirates and we're here to spread the good news about Jesus 
Christ! 
Missionary Pirates --- I've heard of you! Don't you belong to an organization 
called LAMP? 
No, no! Those are Missionary PILOTS! 
Pilots, Pirates. It doesn't matter WHO we are (Pirate 1 and Pirate 2 
vigorously shake heads sideways to emphasize) as long as we are telling people 
about the salvation we have through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(Pirate 1 and Pirate 2 vigorously shake heads up and down in agreement) 
What a relief! We weren't sure what to expect. Especially since, from a 
distance, your flag looked like it had a skull and crossbones on it! Would you 
explain the significance of your flag to us? 
Sure! Instead of a skull, we have a LAMB to remind us that Jesus is the lamb 
who was slain and that each of us is one of God's sheep. (Pirate 1 and Pirate 
2 point out parts of the flag) Instead of crossed bones, we have crossed 
SHEPHERDS' CROOKS. That's to remind us that Jesus is our Good Shepherd 
and that He is always here to guide us on our journey through life. The black 
background represents our former sinful nature while the white foreground 
&iands for our new purity through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Wow! Thanks for sharing that with us! 
Yes, thank you very much. Say, would you like to come along with us on this 
cruise? We always have room for a few more. 
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Head Pirate: We'd be delighted! (Pirate 1 and Pirate 2 shake heads vigorously up and 
down in agreement) In fact, there are several more things we'd love to share 
with you. We can guide you to some unusual places. And, if you'd like, we 
can take you on a real "treasure hunt." 

Captain and First Mate: A treasure hunt? 
Head Pirate: That's right. All the passengers can participate, too. We'll need to use the life 

boats though. Has everyone been assigned to one? 
Captain: Yes, they have. We had just completed our life boat training when you 

arrived. We're all set. 
Head Pirate: Great! Then here's what we need to do. (Give instructions pertaining to 

"God's Treasures: A Biblical Treasure Hunt.") 
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Characters: Captain 
First Mate 
Head Pirate 

Skit 2 
Ocean of Doubt 

Props needed for Skit 2: Large "map" on wall showing all the places to be visited. 

===================================================================== 

Captain: Hello, again! We've got a full itinerary ahead of us today. In fact our new 
Missionary Pirate friends have suggested we change our course in order to take 
in some little known sights. We'll still arrive at our final stop at the same time 
so I didn't think you'd mind. Are you game? I've asked the Head Pirate to tell 
you a little about our first destination. 

Head Pirate: Thank you, Captain. I've asked the Captain to take us through the Ocean of 
Doubt today. 

First Mate: The WHAT!? I don't think I've ever seen that on a map! And besides, it 
doesn't sound like someplace I'd WANT to go! 

Head Pirate: No, you probably won't find the Ocean of Doubt on a map of the world. But, 
if you think of yourself as being on a journey through your life, you most 
certainly have crossed the Ocean of Doubt at some time. Perhaps even several 
times. Some people spend their entire lives there! They just can't manage to 
find their way out. 

Captain: Gosh, that sounds a little scary. Are you sure we should attempt to cross the 
Ocean of Doubt? 

Head Pirate: I have 100 percent confidence that we can cross this ocean. Do you know 
what's on the other side? 

Captain and First Mate: What? 
Head Pirate: The Rock of Salvation!!! You see, crossing the Ocean of Doubt is much like 

the early stages of our spiritual growth. You can think of it as being the times 
in our lives when we weren't sure about God or Jesus or Heaven being real. 
But, at some point, through the leading of the Holy Spirit, we came to accept 
Jesus as our Savior. Jesus IS the Rock of Salvation on which our faith is 
based. We can't go any further on our journey until we reach that first 
destination. 

First Mate: I certainly believe that Jesus is my Savior, but, I still sometimes have doubts. 
Like the times when I wonder if God really does hear my prayers. 

Head Pirate: That's perfectly normal. Our human nature has a tendency to keep pulling us 
back through the Ocean of Doubt. I can assure you though, that as your faith 
becomes stronger those visits occur much less frequently! 

Captain: Well, let's get going then! I'm anxious to find out where we'll be going after 
we reach the Rock of Salvation! 

First Mate: Me, too! Let's go! 
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Skit 3 
Straits of Adversity 

Characters: Captain 
First Mate 
Head Pirate 

===================================================================== 

Captain: 
Head Pirate: 
First Mate: 

Head Pirate: 

Captain: 

First Mate: 

Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 

Captain: 

Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 
Captain: 
Head Pirate: 

(to Head Pirate) Well, friend, what's the next stop you had in mind for us? 
I'd really like it if you could take us across the Straits of Adversity. 
Wait a minute! That sounds even less appealing than the Ocean of Doubt. I 
seem to have to deal with PLENTY of adversity every day! 
Yes, I'm sure you do. In fact, as Christians, we encounter quite a bit of 
adversity during our lives. You see, as your faith grows stronger, you desire 
more and more to do the things God wants you to do. And, at the same time, 
you make more of an effort to A VOID sinful actions. This leads you to make 
decisions based on your moral and ethical beliefs and not necessarily on what 
the world would have you believe. 
Boy, you sure have that right. Have you ever tried to explain to a 12-year old 
why she isn't allowed to do some of the things ALL of her friends are doing? 
Talk about adversity! 
Right! Or, how about being ridiculed for expressing your beliefs when they 
are contrary to those of everyone else in your work place? 
I'm sure there are some days when you feel you are on a perpetual ferry ride, 
endlessly crossing the Straits of Adversity. But, once in a while, don't you find 
yourself at peace with yourself and with God, knowing you've made the right 
decisions? 
Well, sometimes. But, you know, I often am feeling guilty because I know 
I've made some wrong decisions, too. 
Yes, I've all too often given into the temptations I face. Then I end up feeling 
just awful. It seems like I spend most of my prayer time asking for 
forgiveness! 
Don't be so hard on yourselves! Why, just the fact that you've recognized your 
sins and want to repent of them is a sign of a very strong and healthy faith. I'd 
say that you have successfully navigated the Straits of Adversity and have even 
spent some time in the Valley of Forgiveness. It's a very peaceful and quiet 
place where you can accept God's wonderful gift of forgiveness and then get 
on with the rest of your journey. 
Why, I do believe I have been there a time or two. 
It does sound vaguely familiar. I sure would like to go there more often. 
You will! You will! As long as you continue to repent of your sins and are 
willing to accept God's will for your life, you can be sure that God will return 
you to the Valley of Forgiveness again and again. 
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Skit 4 
Bay of Contentment 

Characters: Captain 

Props: 

First Mate 
Head Pirate 
Passenger 1 
Passenger 2 
Other passengers are everyone else in the room 

Large bath or beach towel for Passenger 1 to wrap around Passenger 2 

===================================================================== 

Captain: 

First Mate: 
Head Pirate: 

Captain: 
Head Pirate: 
First Mate: 

Head Pirate: 

Captain: 
Head Pirate: 

Captain: 

First Mate: 

Head Pirate: 

Passenger 1: 
Captain: 

(to First Mate) I must say, I've traveled to many places and sailed every sea, 
but this trip is certainly the most interesting I've ever taken! 
It sure isl But a lot of these places seem strangely familiar to me, also. 
Well, you have to remember that these are all places you can expect to visit 
during the growth of your Christian faith. 
We're anxious to know which way you'd like for us to head next 
How about steering us across the Bay of Contentment? 
Now you're talking! That's the first place you've mentioned which sounds even 
remotely enjoyable! 
Ooooooh, don't be fooled by the name though. After I tell you a little more 
about the Bay of Contentment, you may want the Captain to take a detour! 
But who wouldn't want to journey to a place where they could be content? 
Don't get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with being content. However, it 
is VERY important to examine the SOURCE of one's contentment. Let me 
give you an example. Think back to periods during your life which have been 
either really awful or really wonderful. (pause while Captain and First Mate 
close eyes in concentration) OK, now think about periods in your life in which 
you were really devoted to regular worship, Bible study, and prayer. (pause 
while Captain and First Mate concentrate some more) 
Hmmm. I think I know what our friend is saying. It seems to me that the 
really awful periods correspond with the times that I felt most dependent on 
God. 
I see what you mean. The really great times tend to correspond with lulls in 
my devotional life. 
You've both got my point exactly! When things are going really well in our 
lives, there is a tendency to become less dependent on God and to satisfy the 
desires of our selfish human nature. So you see, the Bay of Contentment can 
be a very DANGEROUS place. 
(runs in excitedly) Captain, Captain! Help! 
What is it?! 
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Passenger 1: One of the other passengers has jumped overboard! (points to Passenger 2 
who appears to be 11swimming 11 away) She said she heard a voice calling her 
and then went right over the edge. 

Head Pirate: Oh, no! I should have warned you about the "Sirens of Self-Indulgence." 
Those nymphs have side-tracked more than one Christian on her Journey to 
Faith. They are definitely on Satan's payroll! 

First Mate: What can we do? We can't let her go to them! 
Head Pirate: This calls for drastic action! We'd better use the H. P. C. 
Captain, First Mate, and Passenger 1: The WHAT?! 
Head Pirate: The Human Prayer Chain! It's the only way to reach her. 
Captain: Then tell us what to do! 
Passenger 1: Hurry! She's going down for the third time. 
Head Pirate: We need all you passengers to stand and lock arms. (Head Pirate, Captain, 

First Mate, and Passenger 1 all lock arms and the Passenger 1 locks arms 
with first passenger in audience. Head Pirate should be closest to Passenger 
2.) OK, now everyone pray that the Holy Spirit will lead her back to us and 
I'll try to grab her. (Head Pirate pulls human chain toward Passenger 2. 
Passenger 2 reverses direction and "swims,, toward Head Pirate, taking her 
hand.) I've got her! Everyone PULL! 

Passenger 2: ( out of breath) Thank you, thank you! I don't know what came over me. I 
had just been day-dreaming about how I might skip church tomorrow to play 
golf instead and then - SPLASH! - I was in the water. I'm terribly sorry for all 
the commotion. (Passenger 1 wraps towel around Passenger 2 and leads her 
back to her seat.) 

Head Pirate: That's quite alright. There are very few people who can cross the Bay of 
Contentment without at least a few unintentional swims. This little episode 
also illustrates why it is so important to be part of a body of believers so that 
there will always be someone to "pull you back" when you tend to stray. 

Captain: Where do we end up if we finally do make it across the Bay of Contentment? 
Head Pirate: Once you realize the importance of regular worship, Bible study, and prayer, 

you arrive at the Pinnacle of Devotion. That is the point on your journey when 
your devotion to God comes before anything else. Only then will you find true 
contentment. 
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Skit 5 
Sea of Hope 

Characters: Captain 
First Mate 
Head Pirate 

-----------------------------------------------------------------==== 

First Mate: 
Captain: 
Head Pirate: 
Captain: 
Head Pirate: 

Gosh, that last leg of our journey was exciting wasn't it?! 
I'm not sure that's the word I'd use for it! 
I think you'll both find my next suggestion a little more to your liking. 
Tell us where we're headed next. 
Let's cross the Sea of Hope next and head for the Mountains of Joy. 

First Mate: Gee, those sound like nice places. But, then so did the Bay of Contentment. 
Are we in for any more surprises? 

Head Pirate: No surprises this time. As we travel on into the later stages of our Christian 
growth journey, we draw closer and closer to God. Eventually, we are able to 
experience a great feeling of hope as we realize that our journey in this world 
is only temporary and that our time in Heaven will be for eternity. It's a very 

Captain: 
emotional experience for some people. 
I think I know what you mean by that. It's sort of like when I cry for joy each 
time someone is baptized at church. 

First Mate: Or the way certain hymns and Bible passages mean so much to me they bring 
tears to my eyes. 

Head Pirate: It sounds like you have both been to the Mountains of Joy. Throughout your 
life you will visit those mountains many times. Each time you will be able to 
climb a little higher. Some day, you'll cross the Sea of Hope one final time 
and climb to the VERY TOP of the Mountains of Joy. And, you know where 
you'll be? 

Captain and First Mate: HEAVEN!!! 
Head Pirate: That's right! 
First Mate: (looking a little concerned) Uh, we're not making that stop on this trip are we? 
Head Pirate: No, no, that's not on MY itinerary for today. Of course, only God knows for 

sure! 
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Skit 6 
Gulf of Encouragement 

Characters: Captain 
First Mate 
Head Pirate 
Pillars of Faith are 3 or 4 people standing side-by-side erect and still. 

===================================================================== 

First Mate: 

Captain: 

First Mate: 

Head Pirate: 

Captain: 

Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 
Head Pirate: 

First Mate: 
Captain: 

Head Pirate: 

Captain: 

Head Pirate: 
First Mate: 
Head Pirate: 

You know, I never thought of Christian growth as being very exciting, but this 
journey sure has made me think differently about it! 
I know what you mean. The idea that it is a continuous journey with many 
stops is a new idea for me. 
I suppose that means we'll be headed back to the Bay of Contentment one of 
these days. 
That's certainly possible. We must also recognize that all the people we know 
are on the same journey. Of course, they aren't all arriving at the same places 
at the same time. 
That's definitely true. I know a lot of people who are way ahead of me! they 
seem so confident and sure of their faith. I wish l could be more like them. 
Those are people who have crossed the Gulf of Encouragement just as we are 
doing now. They have crossed over from needing encouragement to being 
encouragers themselves. They are now Pillars of Faith. Look, you can see 
them in the distance. (points to Pillars of Faith) Keep in mind that there are 
others who have only just begun their Journey to Faith and they are looking 
ahead to you for encouragement. You can be a Pillar of Faith to someone else. 
But what can we do to encourage others? 
To answer that question, just think back to the times when other people had a 
positive influence on you. What did THEY do? 
Well, mostly, they asked me to do a lot of things that I was afraid to do. 
But didn't it always seem that it was something you SHOULD do or that you 
just couldn't tum down? 
Those were times when the Holy Spirit was nudging you along to the next 
stage of your journey. God provided those Pillars of Faith to plant the seeds in 
you. Always remember that God wants to use you to plant seeds, too. 
So, even though we may not feel that our faith is as strong as some of the 
other people we know, God can still use us to encourage others! 
That's right. 
Wow, that makes ME feel pretty special! 
And it should! Because we are all very special in God's eyes. He wants us to 
have a rich and satisfying Journey to Faith and to eventually become Pillars of 
Faith. 
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Journey To Faith: The Trip for a Lifetime 
Evaluation Sheet - Sample Copy 

Please circle the number which best applies: 

Not Satisfactory Very Satisfactory 
1. Meeting room layout/set up: 1 2 3 4 5 

Comments: 

2. Overnight accommodations: 1 2 3 4 5 
Comments: 

3. Meals (food and service): 1 2 3 4 5 
Comments: 

4. General Retreat material: 1 2 3 4 5 
Bible study content: 1 2 3 4 5 
Other (singing/devotions/skits) 1 2 3 4 5 
Presenters ( clear/interesting) 1 2 3 4 5 

Comments: 

5. What did you like about the retreat: 

6. What did you not like about the retreat: 

7. Is the format (combination of Bible study, fellowship, etc.) to your liking? yes no 
What ideas do you have for doing things differently? 

8. Is this time of year and format to your liking? If not, what would work out better for you? 

9. Would you prefer a more "rustic" setting at a retreat or camp? If so, would you be 
willing to drive a little further? How much further? (30 minutes? 60 minutes?) 
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Life Vests 

Copy onto bright orange paper. Cut out and glue to the left edge of the "ship" name tag. 
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