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T he words of Christ from the cross tell us much about our 
Savior. He humbly came to this earth to live a perfect life, 
suffer, and die on the cross for the punishment of our sins. 

As He died for the sins of all, He spoke the words, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). Those words 
bring restored hope to all that, for the sake of our Savior, our 
sins are forgiven. What amazing love our God has for us!
Jesus did not stay dead but rose to life. Because He lives, we know 
that we will live with Him in heaven. Jesus said to the believing 
criminal on the cross, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me 
in paradise" (Luke 23:43). How these words must have lifted the 
spirit of the criminal, just as His promise for eternal life for all who 
believe lifts us too!
Our loving Lord cared so much for His earthly family that He 
did not leave them alone but encouraged them to care for 
one another. “Woman, behold your son!” “Behold, your mother!” 
(John 19:26–27). Our loving Lord does not leave us alone but 
sends His Holy Spirit to enlighten and sanctify us. He gives 
us His inerrant, written Word. He gives us sisters and brothers 
in Christ — a community that cares for one another.
Jesus’ words of anguish, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” (Matthew 27:46), mirror our own thoughts when we realize 
and confess our great unworthiness and sin. God cannot stand 
our sin and must turn away from it. Our sinless Savior takes on 
the hell of this separation from God for us. He experiences this 
greatest anguish in our place.

“I thirst,” (John 19:28) Jesus cried. He truly suffered in our place, 
as the Psalmist writes in Psalm 69:20–21: Reproaches have bro-
ken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was 
none, and for comforters, but I found none. They gave me poison 
for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. Thanks 
be to God that He assures believers in Christ with these words: 
“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 
“It is finished!” (John 19:30) our victorious Lord said and gave up 
His spirit. Jesus had fulfilled His Father’s plan, lived a perfect life, 
and endured the cross. He chose to die for us. He accomplished 
our salvation through this incredible act of love.
Finally, our Savior exclaims words from Psalm 31, “Father, into 
Your hands I commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46). His example to 
us is entrusting His future to His heavenly Father and asking 
for divine deliverance and mercy. We can look confidently to 
our future, trusting in the promises that God gives through 
His Son, Jesus, of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life. 
Yes, words can shape our lives. Praise and thanks be to God 
for His words from the cross! 
Surely, we want to share these “cross” words and the Savior 
who spoke them with those who need to hear this saving 
Good News! Q
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is the acronym for “by the Way (Jesus). ” It sets the tone for the current issue.btw...

CROSS WORDS
Words can encourage or discourage. Words can bring joy and laughter or can cause incredible pain. 
Words can build up relationships or destroy them. Words — whether spoken or written — shape our lives.
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