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  By Carolyn Blum, News Editor

Mission Trips
A Firecracker  
Welcome

“The women of the 
Lutheran Synod of Nica-
ragua were so excited to 
see us, that they met us 
with a four-piece band 
and fireworks!” commented Carol Alberts, member of a 
Florida/Georgia LWML District mission team. Under 
the direction of MOST Ministries, team members taught 
Bible studies on prayer and women of the Bible, spent 
time crafting, and provided a puppet evangelism ministry 
for the children. Veronica, wife of the president of the 
Lutheran Church in Nicaragua, started a women’s group 
with 50 attending their first gathering. 

“Please join us in prayer for this group to flourish, and 
also for our translator, Meyling, who was unfamiliar with 
the Bible. We saw the Holy Spirit working in her as by the 
end of the week, she was joyously singing praises to God. 
Now she is doing e-mail Bible studies with Gayle, our 
MOST leader, and several of us are keeping in touch with 
her via Facebook.”

Inter-district Mission Trip
If your nearby LWML sisters are unable to join you on a 

mission trip, Patti Ross suggests gathering LWML family 
members from other districts to join you.

“Our Oklahoma District planned a trip to Latvia last 
summer, but found we didn’t have enough women to fill 
a team, so MOST Ministries drew other members from 
New York, Michigan, and Florida. That was not our 
original plan, but this inter-district team worked well. I’d 
like to encourage districts to intentionally partner with 
another district or two to plan a trip. This would further 
President Jan’s challenge for each district to serve on two 
mission trips by 2011.”

Servant Events
Hope for LATINO Mission Society

Michigan 
District LWML 
members worked 
under the theme 
“God of Hope” as 
they journeyed to 
Southwest Detroit 
last summer. The 
LATINO Mission 
Society, adjacent to Iglesia Luterana Pan De Vida (Bread 
of Life Lutheran Church), had its kitchen restored as the 
women sanded, scraped, redecorated, and tiled; income 
from renting the facility to outside groups will fund out-
reach events for the local residents. Others made a ban-
ner for use in the church’s worship services. Willie Marie 
Henry, coordinator of the event, quoted one of the teen 
workers: “I’m excited to think of all the children and par-
ents who will come to this room and learn about Jesus!”

Blankets for  
Bible School

Polar fleece blankets 
were given to children 
attending the second 
annual cross-cultural 
VBS at Concordia 
University, St. Paul 
[see LWQ Spring 2010]. 
“Minnesota South 
LWML women, includ-
ing a group from 
Golden Valley, hand 
tied the blankets,” stated 
Sylvia Nelson, who was 

involved with the project.
Carol M. Zemke once again co-chaired the outreach. 

“This year’s theme was ‘JOY: Jesus, Others, You.’ The 
children participated in music and crafts and learned 
about Jesus. We used Arch Books for the lessons, and 
members from Trinity Lutheran Church from Farming-
ton presented a puppet-themed Christmas pageant. All 
33 women working with the VBS commented they want 
to come back again next year!”

Welcome with music 
and fireworks.

Meyling and 
Veronica. 

Golden Valley women make fleece blankets.
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Put on Your 
Gospel Shoes

After an inspir-
ing fall rally Bible 
study, “The Pretty 
Feet of a Faith-Filled 
Princess,” led by 
Rev. Tom Sanders 

of Faith in Arlington Heights, Illinois, women from the 
English District’s Greater Chicago Zone participated 
in on-site and off-site servant events. Everyone put on 
their Gospel shoes to make favors for area nursing homes, 
design cards for siblings of children with cancer, and pack 
client boxes at a local food pantry. For the first time, area 
Friends Into Serving Him® teens joined them. Patricia 
Hirschman, English District webservant, said “Mentor-
ing is an important part of LWML; we are all princesses, 
daughters of the King of kings!”

Family Legacies
Generations of  
Service to the Lord

A grandson of one 
of LWML’s founders, 
Gertrude Schmidtke-
Koehlinger and her pastor 
husband, the late Rev. E. 
T. Schmidtke, serves at 
historic inner-city Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church in St. Louis, Missouri. Rev. John 
Schmidtke and his wife, Sharon, recently traveled with a 
team to Uganda on a mission trip with LCMS World Mis-
sion, where he was privileged to witness to young people 
via a music and preaching ministry in remote outlying vil-
lages. “Some of these people experienced the message of the 
Gospel for the first time,” he related. “Many babies were 
baptized, and I was honored to teach men who are prepar-
ing for the ministry. I praise God for the Christian outreach 
legacy that was passed along to me by my family.”

A Legacy of Love
Alvina Federwitz, who with her 

late husband, Dale, has worked 
with Lutheran Bible Transla-
tors in Liberia since 1971 [LWQ 
Spring 2008], recently spoke 
at a breakfast at Immanuel, in 
Riverside, California. Member 

Carolyn Bolz reported, “When Alvina was a small child, 
she heard a missionary from India who inspired her life of 
service to the Lord. The family’s four children also serve in 
the mission field (in Papua, New Guinea, and Ghana, West 
Africa). Alvina and Dale, through the working of the Holy 
Spirit, were inspired to serve God in the mission field, and 
they passed that love to their children.”

Inspiration for a New Communion Veil
Lovingly created by women 

of their church family 80 years 
ago, the communion veil at 
Christ Lutheran Church in 
Remsen, Iowa, finally needed 
to be replaced. Inspired by its 
beauty, LWML society members 

commissioned a new one that was dedicated at the 100th 
anniversary of their Ladies Aid group. According to mem-
ber Margaret Martens, “The new veil’s embroidery matches 
the previous veil, and we trust it will be used to the glory 
of God for many years. The antique veil will be framed and 
hung in the parish hall.”

Baskets of Hope
Meeting in convention last 

June, women of the Mid-South 
District LWML chose as their 
speaker Jan Brunette, while 
Jan’s granddaughter, Christina, 
inspired their choice for gifts 
from the heart: items for fami-
lies affected by serious illness, 
which includes Christian materials, hand-crocheted baby 
shawls, and quilts. “Baskets of Hope” is a mission started 
by Christina’s parents, Paul and Angela, in response to 
their daughter’s diagnosis of an inoperable brain tumor at 
age six. During the year of Christina’s treatments, the fam-
ily looked to God for strength and hope. Wanting to pass 
along this source of comfort to other families dealing with 
similar situations, they established the organization that 
now delivers Baskets of Hope to participating hospitals. 
Mid-South LWML member Jeanne Backes reports, “With 
the help of the Lord, Christina is now a healthy young 
lady. Praise God!”

Mom’s Christmas Stocking for Mites
A yellowed, tattered copy of an “LWML Christmas Stock-

ing Ceremony,” lovingly folded in a jar with some coins, 
was discovered when Sharon Wottrich’s mom passed away. 
Inspired by her mother’s faithfulness to raise money for 

Baptism at the village water pump
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mission support, Sharon retyped the ceremony and used it 
at their annual Christmas luncheon. Her LWML family at 
Trinity in Covington, Louisiana, was happy to fill stock-
ings with dimes: one in January, two in February, finally 
reaching 12 dimes in December, by which time $7.80 
would be in each stocking. Anne Sheer, a fellow collector, 
indicated, “The $315 we raised is a way to support missions 
and give thanks to God for His wonderful gifts to us; it will 
equip others to serve in His name.”

Families Care for Each Other

Multi-Generational Puppet Show
The LWML Guild at St. John’s, Bloomfield, New 

Jersey, sponsors an annual family dinner to thank 
those who have supported them. Recently, they used an 
LWML skit, “A Shopper’s Conscience,” for the entertain-
ment. Treasurer of the Altar Guild, Marie Christiano, 
shared, “The skit was adapted to be performed as a pup-
pet show. This involved multi-generations who were able 
to work together as a family.”

Trekking to a Retreat
LWML families become so close that even a blizzard can’t 

keep them apart. Four women from Mt. Drum Lutheran 
Church in Copper Center, Alaska, braved eight inches 
of new snow at 4:30 a.m., driving for nine hours to attend 
their zone retreat. Most of the other 68 attendees drove 
over 250 miles to reach Homer in time to participate in the 
FROG (Faith Rests on God) retreat. Resources were taken 
back with each woman, so she could share the joy of the 
retreat with her congregation’s members.

LWML YWR  
Sisters Reunion

Four LWML sisters in Christ 
were reunited at their district 
convention last June. Each 
served the Rocky Mountain 
District as a Young Woman 

Rep: Beth Shroff, currently district corresponding 
secretary, traveled to Kansas City in 1995; in 1997 
Carol von Soosten, now serving as Rocky Mountain 
President, represented the district in Charlotte. Deb-
bie Yocky, current VP of Christian Life, journeyed to 
Minneapolis in 1999; and in 2009, Julie Lemke, who 
is now the district’s chairman of their Committee on 
Young Women, was the rep to Portland. Ironically, 
all four women were members of Christ Lutheran in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, at one time. Carol says, 
“The YWR program is near and dear to our hearts, as 
that experience paved the path for continuing service. 
We encourage all young women to apply!”

A Community of Beautiful Feet
The LWML family at Trinity, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 

opened their doors to the community last winter when they 
hosted “Beautiful Feet,” the 2010 LWML Prayer Service. 
Attendees worshipped, prayed, sang hymns of praise, and 
learned about LWML mission grants. Phyllis Jastram, 
PR chairman at Trinity, reported, “Women shared their 
faith-sustaining experiences and human care projects were 
reviewed. The service closed with everyone singing the Dox-
ology in English and in Spanish.”

Summer 2011 LWQ
UPCOMING ISSUES will explore how we as 
Lutheran Women in Mission handle difficult situ-
ations and fear. What are the special challenges 
in your life situation? How does God show Him-
self to you, offering guidance and comfort? 

NEWS! NEWS! Please send news of unique, 
meaningful activities, mission trips and servant events from 
your society, zone, and district, including pictures (electronic 
preferred, prints accepted) to News Editor Carolyn Blum at 
newseditor@lwml.org or to 911 Tara Hill East, Hartford, WI 
53027 by December 15, 2010. Please include your name, 
address, phone and e-mail address.

Call for news items
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Dresses for Africa
Jean Christian, 

an English District 
LWML member 
at Peace in New 
Berlin, Wiscon-
sin, is mentoring 
several young girls 
by teaching them 
to sew and extend 
their family love to 
others. Their latest project is sewing dresses for underprivi-
leged girls in Africa. “The girls not only enjoy sewing these 
simple dresses,” Jean shared, “but they also are very happy to 
be able to share their time and talents as they serve the Lord. 
The 100 dresses they’ve made were taken to a local fabric 
shop that funds shipping costs to Africa.”

Caregiving by Faith
“At times, I didn’t know 

how long I could continue,” 
said Edith Turner, of St. 
Louis, Missouri, as she relat-
ed how she and her husband, 
Marv, coped with family 
care-giving experiences with 
her mother, Anita Brink-
mann. “But God gave us the faith to carry through, enabling 
us to serve Him as caregivers and helped to make Mom’s last 
year peaceful. We found the experience also strengthened our 
marriage.” Edith traveled between St. Louis and their Florida 
home for a while, later moving Anita to Florida. “Caregiving 
was an unexpected blessing,” she shared.

Countdown 
to Christmas

Filling over 
1,000 bags with 
Bible verses and 
assorted small 
items, women at 
Immanuel in Can-

ton, Kansas, packed the bags into 40 Advent boxes. Fami-
lies, home-bound individuals, and older adults will each 
receive a box and be reminded each day of Advent how God 
showed His love to them in the form of Baby Jesus. Society 
secretary Heather Meyer stated, “The whole group partici-
pated in this project. Lana Heim and Marilyn Vogts sewed 
the bags and everyone helped stuff. The women will meet 
again to work on additional boxes for others!”

Cookies for Shut-ins
Women at Redeemer, 

Olathe, Kansas, packed 85 
cans of homemade Christ-
mas cookies for an organi-
zation that delivers them 
to area shut-ins. Dottie 
Salchow, chairman of their 
Ruth Circle, said, “For the first time, our pre-school 
students assisted with this project. They decorated paper 
bands to go around the cans, their families helped sup-
ply the cookies, and they also helped pack the cans. Our 
prayer is that those who receive the cookies are reminded 
of the true meaning of Christmas.”

Gifts for Ukrainian Children
Needy children in the Ukraine 

will benefit from 70 shoeboxes filled 
with gifts and Christmas booklets 
that were packed by women and 
children from two Northern Illinois 
District zones. Ruth Ann Fulton, Secretary/Treasurer of 
zone 28, reports how “women came carrying bags, boxes, 
and wrapping paper from their congregations and, in one-
and-one-half hours, the work was finished. The offering 
taken at this fall workshop covered the cost of shipping. To 
God be the glory, great things He has done!”

Travels with President Janice
“I’m blessed to live only a short 

way from Gertrude Schmidtke-
Koehlinger’s home,” shared 
President Jan. “After reading 
her story, ‘Reinventing Servant 
Gertrude’ [LWQ Summer 2010], 
I hoped to find time in my sched-
ule to visit this dear, courageous 
founding member of the LWML. 
The opportunity came last summer, when LWML sisters 
Marlys Taege and Carolyn Blum and I brought take-
out chicken (Gertrude’s request!) to her home where we 
shared lunch.

“Gertrude gifted us with her joyous servant attitude, 
her dependence on God, and her inspirational devotional 
life. We brought gifts for her, too, including a large-print 
Mustard Seed packet and a perpetual calendar with daily 
quotations from Alma Kern’s writings. 

“How grateful I am for the courageous women who 
met in 1942 to officially begin the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League.” 
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