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International Mission Trips
Teaching English as 
a Second Language  
in Costa Rica

Assisting Pastor Pedro 
in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
a MOST Ministries 
team from Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, 
Washington, and Florida 
conducted English classes for students who needed to practice 
their speaking and writing skills. The church is located in a 
very poor area of the city.

“Each day we presented reading lessons from the Bible,” 
shared team member Bev Lueder. “My first student was try-
ing so hard to tell me something in Spanish. I called for a 
translator and found out that the child wanted me to know 
that she knew who Jesus was, but she wanted to learn more 
about Him.”

Pastor Pedro, a Lutheran minister from Nicaragua who has 
been working in San Jose for a year, stated that very few people 
in the community knew much about the church or who he 
was. Since the MOST team’s service, however, he reports, “As I 
walk home each evening, people call out to me ‘Hello, Pastor! 
Is there class tomorrow?’ and ‘Have a nice evening, Pastor!’”

Kansas LWML Members Serve in Guinea
Betty Kruse, 

Kansas District 
LWML President, 
and her team spent 
three weeks with 
LCMS World Mis-
sion missionaries 
Tim and Beth Hei-
ney [Summer 2007 
LWQ] in Guinea, 
West Africa. “We 
often had no elec-
tricity to power our lights at night, but what is more impor-
tant, we came to understand the spiritual darkness of those 
who don’t know Jesus.” In Guinea, less than five percent of 
the population is Christian, but she is happy to report, “We 
saw the light of Jesus’ love in the Guinea churches which are 
alive with our sisters and brothers in Christ.”

The Kansas District LCMS partners with the Lutheran 
Church in Guinea and one of the team’s goals was to deliver 
evangelism material for use in schools supported by Chil-
dren’s Christian Concern Society, also based in Kansas.

Beth Heiney especially appreciated the team’s visit as 
“many of our churches have indicated interest in starting 
women’s groups. Betty and Nina Borgstadter (a former Kan-
sas LWML VP) met with these women, and they mutually 
encouraged each other.” The women expressed a great need 
for literacy classes so they can learn to read Scripture and 
share Jesus with others.

The team was able to witness the baptism of six new Chris-
tians during their visit.

Ethel’s Yearly Trek to Latvia
The year 

2002 was the 
first. Then 
came ’03, ’04, 
’05, ’06, ’07, 
’08, ’09, and 
2010: For nine 
consecutive 
years, Ethel 
Lesh from the 
Atlantic Dis-
trict LWML has traveled to Latvia with MOST Ministries. 
“When I felt God tapping me on the shoulder to ‘GO,’ He 
also gave me a task I could do. Constructing buildings or 
serving on a medical team required skills I don’t have, but 
having taught first grade, I could teach English. I look for-
ward to being in Latvia each summer where I teach English 
as a Second Language at Bible camps. Since I serve in the 
same country every year, the pressure is off and I can relax 
and enjoy the experience.”

Teaching English, using the Bible and Bible stories as texts, 
is a labor of love for Ethel. “Some of our students grew up in 
the Communist era,” she recalled. “They now rejoice that they 
can openly bring their children and grandchildren to a place 
where Jesus is praised and the Bible is taught. God has blessed 
the sponsoring Lutheran church in Riga, the capital city, with 
increased membership since these camps have begun.”

Did we mention that Ethel is 84 years young?

Teaching Children in Slovakia
Five women from the 

Texas District LWML spent 
time with 46 children and 
teenagers at a Lutheran 
Camp near the small vil-
lage of Brezova, Slovakia, 
serving as short-term mis-
sionaries with LCMS World 
Mission. The local Lutheran 
pastor read Bible lessons 
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to them each day in Slovak, and the students read the same 
passage in English. The American women then explained 
unfamiliar English words to the students. They also enjoyed 
playing American games such as kickball and teaching them 
the Hokey Pokey.

Team member Marlene Dreyer said, “A highlight of the 
trip was helping them mark Bibles, which we had given to 
the students, and guiding them through the summary of 
the Gospel.”

Domestic Servant Events
Fired Up for 
Mission Work

Load a bus with 39 
women, take them to 
Mission Central in 
Mapleton, Iowa, to 
meet with Gary Thies, 
LCMS World Mission 
Development Coun-
selor, and inspiration 
will happen! Last April, 
South Wisconsin women not only learned how they are to 
be personally involved with missions, but they also served at 
Orphan Grain Train in nearby Norfolk, Nebraska, packing 
donated clothing for the disadvantaged.

On fire for missions, Gary told the group about mission-
minded people: “We are NOT normal! Today’s culture does 
not believe in mission work! Being ‘not normal’ is a good 
thing!” He challenged each individual to personalize missions: 
“Rather than thinking ‘WE need to be involved in spreading 
the Word,’ realize that ‘I need to be involved.’”

As Bonnie Grossenbach, one of the trip’s organizers, said, 
“This trip opened my eyes to the many mission opportunities 
that are available and how God works through me and all believ-
ers to bring His Word to an unbelieving world.”

International 
Student Ministry: 
Making Friends, 
Sharing His Love

Serving as part of a 
team is not the only 
way to serve as a mis-
sionary, discovered 
Christine Hutchins of 
the Pacific Southwest 
LWML District. When 
asked by the district’s 

missionary committee to work at the International Friend-
ship House in Tempe, Arizona, Chris set out a plan with 
Linda Steinbart, IFH Director. Since forming relationships 
with students is a first step to sharing Jesus with them, Chris 
and Linda planned a weeklong series of events where inter-
national students could engage in activities and practice their 
English skills.

From crafts and cooking to sharing American customs 
and everyday speech, Chris developed friendships with the 
students. “Women of all cultures understand making glittery 
ribbon crafts and cooking, mixed with smiles and love. They 
will come back next time and perhaps ask, ‘Why did that gal 
come and make stuff with us?’ The people at the IFH will be 
ready with the answer: ‘Christ’s love.’ That is my prayer.”

LWML Sunday Celebrations in …
Alta, Iowa

Celebrating 75 
years as a women’s 
group at St. John 
Lutheran Church in 
Alta (Hanover), Iowa, 
members created a dis-
play showing the group’s 
activities over the 
years. Society president 
Marilyn Hinkeldey reports that “photos of service projects and 
members from past years, as well as samples of hygiene and other 
types of kits that were assembled and distributed by the women, 
were shown.”

Ruth Radke, who has served in nearly all of the offices and 
positions in their LWML society, celebrated her 90th birthday 
in that same year!

Hamilton, Montana
Asked by her society to design a 

banner for LWML Sunday, Doris 
Zastrow Wyland planned to use 
the mountain theme from the 2009 
Portland convention. But since most 
of the members can see the Bitter-
root Valley Mountains from their 
homes, Doris was challenged to por-
tray those mountains on the banner.

Doris took a photo of the 
mountains as seen from their church (Grace Lutheran 
in Hamilton, Montana), and proceeded to transfer that 
design to the fabric. “It was difficult to capture God’s 
grand handiwork onto such a small canvas,” she declared.

Ruth Radke and Sally Kuhrts, St. John, Alta, Iowa

Packing clothing at Orphan Grain Train
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Houma, Louisiana
Rev. Richard Rudnik was 

honored as an outstanding sup-
porter of the LWML — and of 
missions, in general — at Grace 
Lutheran in Houma, Louisiana, 
on LWML Sunday.

Society president Joelle Gerken 
stated, “To show our appreciation, 
we gifted him with a colorful LWML 
stole. Thank you, Pastor!”

Charter Oak, Iowa
Part of the LWML Sunday celebration 

at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Charter 
Oak, Iowa, was the reading of John 3:16 
in four different languages. Ninety-four-
year-old Leona Bohlmann stood in her 
pew and read that portion of Scripture in 
German from her copy of Luther’s Small 
Catechism that she used as a confirmation 
class student many years ago.

“Leona has served God in many ways, always with a humble 
and faith-filled heart,” shared Vivian Ernst, a fellow sister in 
Christ. “She’s been a quilter and a member of the altar guild. She 
served food at funeral meals and baked cookies for shut-ins.”

“I believe it is important to involve all women in the congre-
gation in serving the Lord,” stated Leona. “The LWML offers 
that opportunity for women to be in mission at any age.”

Food for Body and Soul

Feed the Farmers
Responding to a Bible study on harvesting, 

members of Trinity in Bear Creek, Wiscon-
sin, reached out to local farmers who were 
about ready to bring their soybeans and corn 
to the feed mill. “Because of heavy rains,” explained Brenda 
Hansen, district Christian Life Coordinator, “all the farm-
ers needed to harvest their crops and bring them in during a 
short dry spell, with long waiting lines anticipated.”

“The Bible study challenged us with a question about what 
we could do to help in the harvest in our own community. So 
we decided to do a random act of kindness and serve lunch 
to the waiting farmers. Many of the men couldn’t believe the 
food was free!”

“The Bible study correlated the harvesting of crops to the 
great harvest of souls for God, a call for action. He has much 
work for us to do, not only in distant lands, but especially in 
our own neighborhoods.”

Birthday 
Party Kits 
for Kids in 
Shelters

Assembling 
birthday party 
kits for children 
in Omaha area 
shelters was one 
of the servant 

events held at a recent Nebraska District North LWML 
retreat. The 105 attendees packed cake mixes, canned frost-
ing, colorful napkins, and other party supplies and donated 
them to provide a festive party for children living with 
stressful situations. Linda Dammann, editor of the district’s 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leaguer, shared that “the recipi-
ents were excited to receive them!”

School Supplies Feed 
Children’s Minds

School supplies were 
gathered by the LWML of 
Fountain of Life Lutheran 
Church to assist inner city 
students at Martin Luther 
School in Phoenix, Arizona.

“Although most of our 
women are grandmothers 
who no longer have children in school,” shared Carolyn 
Copeland, a group leader, “we were overwhelmed by the 
large amount of donations. It took two tables to hold all the 
notebooks, pencils, glue, and various types of crayons and 
markers.”

Monthly Food  
Ingathering

Each month, members of the 
Mary Martha LWML Guild 
at Mt. Calvary, LaGrange, 
Texas, contribute a pantry item 
for the local food bank. “The 
donations give us a chance to 
give back to those in need,” 
explained society president 
Gale Mersiovsky. “We indicate 
the ‘food item of the month’ in 
each person’s yearly schedule, 
and we collect them in a large 
basket at each meeting.”
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1960 District Grant Used for Mission 
Church’s Chalice

Mary Lou Berghel, historian of Good Shepherd in 
Gainesville, Georgia, recently completed the history of the 
church and discovered that a Florida-Georgia LWML grant 
had been awarded to them in 1960. The grant, given to them 
as a mission congregation, was used to purchase a silver com-
munion chalice.

“The chalice had been forgotten until Rev. Charles Litterer, 
our first called pastor, told of its history at our 50th anniversary 
celebration,” Mary Lou explained. “We brought it out and 
used it at another anniversary celebration in May. Pastor’s ser-
mon text was taken from Ezra 8 where there’s a description of 
how the silver vessels dedicated to the Lord were renewed for 
use in the temple. Could there be a text more fitting? It is a gift 
that lives on.”

Devotions:  
By Women/
For Women

Deb Burma, 
Christian author 
and speaker who 
will give the key-
note address at 
the 2011 Peoria 
LWML Conven-
tion, inspired 
members of her 

former congregation, St. Paul in Janesville, Wisconsin, to 
write a devotion booklet. Participants in their annual women’s 
retreat, “Women Walking in the Word,” were asked if they 
would write a short devotion for the project.

“Some of the women didn’t feel they had the gift to write,” 
shared Deb, “while others stepped out of their comfort zone 
and gave it a try.” Thirty women, including Deb and her teen 
daughter, Courtney, wrote a devotion after a brief training ses-
sion. The devotion booklet has gone through three printings. 
(See Deb’s devotion on pages 8–9.)

“We describe the booklet as ‘Better than chocolate chip 
cookies and milk — sweet encouragement for your day and 
more satisfying than your favorite bedtime snack.’”

Newsmakers
Introducing … 
“Queen” Jan 
Wendorf!

LWML President 
Janice M. Wendorf 
will tell you that she 
is a princess; after all, 
she’s a daughter of the King! Last spring she claimed another 
royal title: Queen!

The Utah-Idaho District LWML Convention staged an 
interactive presentation of the LWML publication, “LaWeMi-
Lu,” whose goal is to give participants a glimpse of what it’s 
like to work in the mission field and experience the challenges 
missionaries face every day, such as being unable to com-
municate effectively in another language and to understand 
unfamiliar customs.

President Jan played the role of the Tribal Queen and, in 
the words of Julie Plocher, Utah-Idaho VP of Communica-
tion, “Jan did a wonderful job of making the witnessing expe-
rience difficult. She really showed the ladies just how little 
a culture might know about Christ. The women took home 
with them a deep respect for missionary life and a renewed 
sense of urgency; we gained a new appreciation for mission 
work and the missionaries we fund.”

“LaWeMiLu” (#14993) can be ordered online at the 
LWML Store (www.lwml.org) or through the Catalog.

“Women of the Year” Awards
Lutheran women from 50 Detroit, Michigan, area con-

gregations and other LCMS organizations were honored last 
March at a luncheon sponsored by the Council of Lutheran 
Women (CLW). CLW is a federation of these groups that 
unites the efforts of the women in exerting a Christian wit-
ness in the community.

The Women of the Year award recognizes one woman 
from each of the participating member organizations; each 
group nominates a woman who is then invited to attend the 
luncheon. Many women from the LWML were recipients of 
this award.

Deb with four of her devotion writers: Ruth Braatz, 
Angie Ellefson, Marge Frank, Judy Sullivan.

President Jan and Julie Plocher
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Barb Collins, publicity chairman, indicated that “proceeds 
of the luncheon, which was attended by 950 people, are given 
as scholarships to seminary and deaconess students from the 
member organizations. Attendees also brought items such as 
food and Bibles, which are distributed to ministries which the 
CLW supports.”

Updates
Another 1942 Delegate Found

Gertrude Schmidtke-Koehlinger indi-
cated in the Summer 2010 Quarterly that 
she may be the last surviving member of the 
group of women who met in Chicago in 
1942 to found the LWML. Thanks to Karen 
Emerick of the Washington-Alaska LWML 
District, who responded to the request for names of other wom-
en, we know that Marie Sundene was also a delegate. Marie is 
99 years young and is a member at Trinity in Olympia, Wash-
ington. May God bless both Gertrude and Marie!

If you know of other delegates, please call 1-800-252-LWML 
(5965) or e-mail readersrespond@lwml.org.

Every Apron has a Story
Citing the “wonderful source of 

ideas for gatherings and mission proj-
ects from the Lutheran Woman’s Quar-
terly,” the Zion Evening Guild in 
Alexandria, Minnesota, recently held 
an event entitled “Aprons: Symbols 
of Service,” a follow-up to an apron 
story in the Winter 2008 Quarterly.

Aprons from the Great Depression 
and Germany were featured — one 
hanging to the floor to cover the long 
dresses they wore. Some were made 
from feed sacks. A frilly, white organdy 
apron was worn when waitressing at a 

wedding reception. One attendee wore a reversible apron.
The theme for the event was taken from 2 Corinthians 9:13: 

“Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, 
people will praise God.”

Where Are They Now?
Cynthia Khan [Spring 2009 LWQ] con-

tinues in her outreach work to the Muslim 
community through People of the Book 
(POBLO) in Troy, Michigan. Most recently, 
however, she has been presenting her message 
through seminars and workshops around the 
country. Her presentation/workshop topics 

range from her personal testimony to the basics of Islam, the 
women of Islam, the agenda of Muslims for North America, 
Islam on university campuses, and cultural awareness.

Serving as the Director of Ethnic Ministries for POBLO, 
Cynthia helps meet the needs of refugees and new immi-
grants from all over the world.

Sara Frankenstein, 
Miss South Dakota 
1998, an LCMS 
woman who par-
ticipated in the Miss 
America Pageant, 
spoke at the LWML 
Convention in Min-
neapolis in 1999. Her 
grandmother, Phyllis 
Jastram (a former 
Minnesota North 

LWML District President) reports that Sara is married now and 
has three young children. She’s a practicing attorney and serves 
as a partner in a Rapid City, South Dakota, law firm.

Sara assisted at the 2010 Miss South Dakota Pageant held 
in Hot Springs this summer and continues to be in contact 
with the Miss America Pageant organization. Sara’s mother 
serves on the Miss America Pageant Board that manages the 
regional pageants.

Spring 2011 LWQ
UPCOMING ISSUE: “Taking a Stand.” How do you keep your 
head above water and preserve your grace under fire? How 
does prayer help you react to stress? Do you have courage to 
take a stand for Biblical truths? Can you forgive?

NEWS! NEWS! Please send news of unique, meaning-
ful activities, mission trips and servant events from your 
society, zone, and district, including pictures (electronic preferred, prints 
accepted) to News Editor Carolyn Blum at newseditor@lwml.org or to 911 
Tara Hill East, Hartford, WI 53027 by September 15, 2010. Please include 
your name, address, phone and e-mail address.

Call for news items

Marie Sundene

The Associated Press Stylebook officially 
changed the spelling of “Web site” to 
“website.” Find an former spelling of web-
site anywhere on www.lwml.org, and we’ll 

send you a free copy of Jan Lutz’s new poem “Mary 
or Martha.” Contact webmaster@lwml.org. (Hint: 
Check out back copies of the Quarterly.) 
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