
International Mission Trips

Experiencing the Simple Life in Kenya
Traveling to 

Kenya on a 
23-person medi-
cal and eyeglass 
mission trip, Lynn 
Batchelder, Dis-
trict President of 
the New England 
District LWML, 
was “stretched by 
God” and grew 
through the experience. Team members treated medical and 
dental issues and also shared the Gospel story through witness 
bracelets and prayer with all who came through the clinic. 
Some people walked a 36-mile round trip to receive care.

One woman in her early twenties came asking for treat-
ment for a large facial cancer. The team was able to help her 
although she had no money. Lynn shared that “more impor-
tantly, she came to know Jesus. She was confirmed and her 
village learned about Jesus, too.”

When they left Kenya, a boy from a local orphanage who 
had interpreted for them ran after their bus yelling to Lynn’s 
pastor-husband, “I know what I am going to do. I’m going to 
be a Pastor!” Lynn confided that for someone like herself who 
had told her husband before their marriage, “I don’t do camp-
ing,” and then found herself in an area of Kenya with no run-
ning water, electricity, or flush toilets, this trip put everything 
in perspective for her!

The Pied Pipers of Guatemala
Working under canopies, 

beneath trees, and in buildings, 
Indiana District LWML mission 
trip members taught VBS, con-
ducted medical clinics, and devel-
oped friendships with the people 
of Guatemala last fall.

Standing on a street corner in 
the squatters’ area at the dump 
where the poorest of the poor live, 
team members started to sing and 
clap their hands, and soon children 

and adults were seated around them, ready to hear Bible sto-
ries. When they were finished, they moved on to a new area, 
with many of the children following them like the Pied Piper! 
Team member Penny Letterman said, “What a blessing to 
see such enthusiasm to hear the Word of God!”

Visiting Buena Vista, a tiny village in the middle of sugar 
cane fields, the group was welcomed by Miner, a ten-year-old 
boy who was deaf and nonverbal. “Miner was so glad to see 
us that he jumped into the van and gave us hugs before we 
even got out,” reported Penny.

Double Teaming in Thailand
Working with LCMS World Mission and LCMS-asso-

ciated Concordia Gospel Ministry, team members from 
Montana District LWML taught English, conducted Bible 
studies, worked on fix-up construction projects, worshiped, 
and led devotions, singing, and crafts in Thailand, a predom-
inantly Buddhist nation.

One evening, they witnessed the baptism of a family of 
five, followed by the whole group singing the Doxology in 
three languages.

Rev. Mark Schultz and Rev. Darold Reiner, Montana pas-
tors who served on this trip, shared how God provided oppor-
tunities to witness. Government soldiers accompanied the team 
to a town near the Burma border, where the team was to paint 
a day care center. The first day the soldiers only watched, but 
by the second day they joined in to help  with the painting. 
The soldiers said they were establishing a library and would 
welcome Christian books. The team also went house-to-house 
in the town of Phong Phet, distributing tracts and advertising 
the Christian day care center to the community.

New Vision in Mexico
“It’s amazing how people outside of the United States are 

hungry for the Gospel,” reports Heidi Schumate, member of 

Lutheran Women in Action
By Carolyn Blum, News Editor

Oscar with Miner

Waiting to hear the Gospel after receiving new glasses
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the Northern Illinois/Michigan MOST Ministries eyeglass 
trip to Juarez, Mexico. “After receiving their glasses, some 
people waited 45–60 minutes for their chance to hear the 
Lord’s words of salvation from the pastors. So many visitors 
at the witness stations listened with great intensity, not just 
out of obligation. I felt that God was opening their hearts to 
hear His message.”

“God is awesome! He took our eleven team members, who 
didn’t really know one another, and knit them together into a 
cohesive group,” shared Jan Gerzevske of the Northern Illi-
nois Short Term Missions Committee.

Domestic Servant Events

Helping Hands in Cleveland
Fifteen women, five days, countless areas of service: that 

describes last summer’s Ohio District servant event in 
Cleveland. Working through Building Hope in the City, an 
outreach ministry led by Rev. Jeff Johnson, pastor at Trinity 
Lutheran in the inner city, the women cleaned a minibus, 
painted, sorted clothing and book donations, filled backpacks 
for students, and packed used medical equipment for ship-
ment to overseas hospitals. Serving breakfast at a men’s shel-
ter, they were also able to visit with the residents.

A highlight of the trip was working with ladies from the 
Arabic Women’s Ministry led by Nadia Abuamsha. Team 
members offered childcare and led a craft project for the 
group. Later they heard Nadia tell of the ministry to refugees 
and immigrants and how she witnesses to them.

Not only did the team accomplish outreach to others, they 
also found fellowship with each other through devotions and 
a prayer hike in a park. Team member Elfrieda Spencer com-
mented, “The ladies are ready for another mission trip!”

English District Women Serve  
in Neah Bay, Washington

Four English District women traveled to Neah Bay, 
Washington, to serve with Rev. David and Rosemary 

Sternbeck, members of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribe, in their 
outreach to Native Americans. (Women from this church 
were Heart-to-Heart Sisters at the Sioux Falls convention, 
and they danced and beat the drums at the opening of the 
Portland convention. They have since formed their own 
LWML society.)

Team member Shirley Holle shared, “We worked at the 
Morning Star Girls Club, helping them decorate cookies and 
cupcakes for a bake sale. Another enjoyable task was assisting 
with the making of aprons, hats, and neck warmers that were 
also sold at the sale. The Club provides a place for young 
girls to learn the love of Christ along with homemaking skills 
and how to deal with life’s issues. They try to foster an atmo-
sphere where the girls can feel comfortable being in church 
even if their families do not participate or encourage them.”

The team was privileged to help prepare and attend a meet-
ing of the Tribal Elders, who spoke of the great need for spiri-
tual growth. Shirley said, “They gave a strong witness to us.”

Mission-Ministry Vision … and More!

MMV Materials 
Enrich Cambo-
dian Missionaries

Kalia Lo, serving as a 
missionary to Cambodia 
with her pastor-husband 
Fungchatou, recently 
shared the expertise she 

Nadia Abuamsha, Sandy Dixon, and an Arabic woman worked to create 
cards and framed Bible verses with dried pressed flowers. 

Banner making, commissioning and 
President Jan in receipt of the banner.
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learned at LWML’s Mission-Ministry Vision (MMV) train-
ing with the women in that country. Over 100 people attend-
ed the three-day session where the women were educated and 
empowered to discover their potential for ministry and to 
understand how they can serve the Lord. Each was commis-
sioned to serve for one year.

“At first 20 ladies signed up from Trinity in Battambang. 
But there are mission churches in the surrounding country-
side, and soon we had 50. I always wanted to expand the 
work of the LWML internationally since we moved overseas. 
When I attended the Portland convention, I asked several of 
my MMV sisters to pray for this,” Kalia stated. (Kalia is a for-
mer member of the Heart to Heart Sisters Task Force.)

Some women, carrying their babies, traveled a half-day 
journey in carts pulled by yard tractors to attend this event, 
which, as Kalia observed, “shows their dedication to the 
Lord’s work.” They brought with them men and youth who 
babysat while the women attended the seminar.

Attendees made a banner with their handprints, remind-
ing them that their hands are “to do the Lord’s work,” as Kalia 
explained. The banner was sent to President Jan, who treasures it.

Haiti Update

LWML’s Helping 
Hands in Haiti

With strong Christian 
love for the victims of last 
January’s earthquake in Haiti, LWML members have reached out 
with helping hands.

Danelle Putnam (missionary to the neighboring Domini-
can Republic and a speaker at the Portland convention) and 
her mission team served at the Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Jimani, on the border with Haiti. They provided and served 
food for patients and staff members, bringing physical and 
spiritual comfort for hurting victims. She requests prayers 
for the continuing success of this aid and also for the safety 
and health of the workers.

Nora Léon, member of an LCMS church in Michigan and 
an independent missionary at an orphanage in Les Cayes, 

Haiti, reported that God put her in a situation where she was 
able to save the life of a quake victim by providing CPR. She 
also provided spiritual comfort to the frightened children who 
lived in a refugee camp on the grounds of the orphanage soon 
after the quake.

In response to a plea from Lutheran World Relief, Joy 
Dougherty, Ohio LWML District President, asked district 
board of directors members to bring health kits to their meet-
ing as an ingathering. “Imagine my surprise when Pat Malas, 
our Miami Valley Zone President, contacted me to say that 
her congregation, Emmanuel in Kettering, had made 500 kits 
and she would bring them to the meeting!” Instead, Pat took 
the ingathering kits back home with her and shipped them all, 
with funds provided by their LCMS District.

Please check the Human Care Page at www.lwml.org for 
the latest updates on disaster relief and how you can help.

IDEAS You Can Recycle

Plastic Bags Recycled Into Sleeping Mats
Women at Immanuel in Palatine, Illinois, have taken the 

recycling of plastic grocery bags to a new level. With infinite 
patience and love, they have crafted over 80 sleeping mats from 
bags that would otherwise end up in landfills.

Creating one mat requires approximately 600 bags and 
35 hours of time. The women cut the bags into rings 
and loop them together to form “yarn.” “Then,” explains 
Tom Schroeder, member of the church’s Outreach and 
Assimilation Board, “they crochet the 3' x 6' mats that 
are used by the homeless to cushion themselves from the 
hard, cold pavement.”

Mats have been shipped to Haiti earthquake survivors and 
to the Gulf Coast for Katrina victims. Homeless shelters and 
soup kitchens in the Chicago area also have received mats.

Rev. Thomas Acton, pastor at Immanuel, states, “The 
sleeping mat ministry is an extension of our commitment to 
showing Christ’s compassion for those in need.”

Lutheran Church Charities, a non-profit human care 
ministry of the LCMS, has created a video with instructions 
for making the mats; go to www.lutheranchurchcharities.org.

Haitian earthquake survivors

Finished mat
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Recycled Clothing and Toys  
for Needy Families

New and gently-used clothing and toys were collected 
by members of St. Paul’s in Painesville, Ohio. Sorted and 
displayed in classrooms, the items were then offered free of 
charge to 40 needy families who came to shop.

Vicki Snowbrick reported, “Each bag of merchandise con-
tained a church business card with a note on the back saying, 
‘Yes, it really is free. God has been generous with His gifts 
to us, so we wanted to share them with you.’” One shopper 
enrolled her child in VBS and inquired about baptism.

Many grateful hugs were received from thankful families. 
They hope to continue this event in the future.

Jeans Recycled into Bears of Comfort
Old blue jeans are col-

lected from church mem-
bers at Peace Lutheran 
in Flint, Michigan. 
Lutheran Women in 
Mission then use the 
material to craft teddy 
bears that are donated 
to Camp Hope, an 
overnight camp serving 
bereaved children who 
have lost loved ones.

Recycled Fashion Show
With a theme of “Save,” 

the LWML of Holy Cross, 
South Daytona, Florida, 
presented a fashion show 
and tea with women mod-
eling clothing from their 
Thrift Shop.

Ruth Harding reported, 
”Almost everything was 
donated, including the food. 
Table decorations were 
sketches contributed by Barb 

Oehme, whose mom designed dresses in the 1950s. Pastor 
Schillinger and Dorothy Martin modeled bride and groom 
clothing. We discovered that the bridal gown had been 
donated to the Thrift Shop by one of our members.”

A small admission fee was charged, which was used to sup-
port a young Ugandan woman with school supplies.

“Apron” Idea Borrowed 
from Quarterly Article

Borrowing an idea from articles in 
the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly (see 
Winter 2008), the LWML group 
at St. Paul’s in Troy, Illinois, held 
their first annual Mother/Daugh-
ter/Friend Banquet with the theme 
“Aprons: Past, Present, Future.”

“Sharing the stories of our mem-
bers’ aprons was a joy,” commented Grace Cottingham, 
co-chairman of the event. Aprons, some of which were 100 
years old and were brought with ancestors from their native 
countries, illustrated lives of women from previous genera-
tions. One person said, “Not china or pearls did I inherit, 
but the apron has been a treasure to me because it shows 
the simple life my grandmother lived.” See more photos at 
www.lwml.org/resources/quarterly.

The Umbrella Story
“An umbrella’s cover is 

divided into eight seg-
ments, which correspond 
to the eight areas of mis-
sion and ministry activities 
of our group,” discovered 
Jan Land, a member of 
Women’s Ministry at Mes-
siah in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
The women recently reorga-
nized themselves, and “this 
restructuring seems to have helped create a bigger aware-
ness of LWML,” Director Mary Gieseke reports. 

The colorful umbrella illustrates cohesiveness and harmon-
ey over all their activities: mites, quilt mission, mailings to 
spread the Gospel, missionary prayers, health kits, a city mis-
sion, retreat and ministry to college students. The intercon-
nected system of rods and supports under the umbrella sym-
bolizes the role that Bible study plays in their group; without 
that framework, the ministry would collapse. 

Even the handle plays a role. Isaiah 41:13 says For I am the 
Lord, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to 
you, “Do not fear; I will help you.” 

Apron table favor
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Summer Events Ideas

A Prayerful Retreat
Women from the Dorcas Missionary Guild at Our 

Savior, Columbus, Mississippi, spent a day last summer 
participating in a Prayerful Retreat. The day began with 
breakfast in the parsonage where Rev. Floyd Smithey, Jr. 
addressed “our secret vocation as Christians,” followed by 
Bible study, craft sessions, and quiet time for prayer. “Dur-
ing the lunch hour we presented a short overview of the 
LWML from the national, district, zone, and society levels,” 
reports Sherrill Smithey.

Reverse VBS
VBS is usually structured with adults teaching children, 

but LWML members from Sheboygan, Wisconsin, partic-
ipate in a “Reverse VBS” through the Sheboygan County 
Chaplaincy Ministry. Bev Lueder reports, “Chaplain 
Thomas Fleischmann shares a Bible study, then we help 
the youth (7th and 8th grade students from the parochial 
schools) work with residents on a one-to-one basis to 
make a craft. Together they share the love of Jesus, and the 
residents are delighted to have a religious craft to decorate 
their rooms.”

Newsmakers

Ross and Gloria Edwards Receive Award
Gloria Edwards (LWML President from 1995-1999) and 

her husband, Ross, of Portula Valley, California, were award-
ed the 2010 Spirit of Giving Award from the Association 
of Lutheran Development Executives (ALDE) at its 31st 
Annual International Conference in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. The award honors those individuals/couples/families who 
exemplify generous contributions of service, time, and support 
that inspire others to greater commitment and involvement.

The Edwards have a long history of supporting LCMS 
ministries, including LWML and other charities, with their 
volunteer time and financial support.

Dorothy Rosin Receives Crown of Glory
Dorothy Rosin, a long-time Lutheran woman in mis-

sion who was active on all levels of the LWML and a 
former editor of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly in the 
1960s, passed away on February 9. Her son, Bob, report-
ed, “My mom had a heart and deep love for missions.” He 
shared that just as God gave us our loved ones and did not 
lose them in the giving, we have not lost them in return-
ing them to Him. Services were held at Peace Lutheran, 
St. Louis, Missouri.

Peoria Convention Logo Selected
Designed by artist Judy Newell of Chesterfield, Mis-

souri, the logo for the 34th Biennial LWML Convention to 
be held in Peoria, Illinois, reflects the 
theme “Being with Jesus—Living on 
the Edge,” based on these words from 
Acts: And they realized they had been 
with Jesus. “For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” 
(Acts 4:13b & 20 NKJV).

The cross is at the center of “being 
with Jesus” because it is the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross that 
assures we will always “be with Jesus.” The rays behind the 
cross symbolize the response of those with Jesus to “live on 
the edge” with Him as they spread the news of “the things 
which we have seen and heard.” The words “Jesus” and “Liv-
ing” remind us with just a quick glance that Jesus is alive! 
Because He is alive, we live also, eternally.

A free download of the 2011 Peoria Convention poster is 
available at www.lwml.org. 

Faith Talk Makes Its Debut!
Witnessing your faith in Jesus in 

one-on-one situations can be intimidat-
ing! Help is available for you: Order 
a copy of “Faith Talk,” a new, ready-
to-use workshop resource from the 
LWML Store. Included is a DVD, 
reproducible materials, and tips for witnessing. The goal of 
this “how-to” training program is that each woman will be 
compelled to share the Gospel, pray for and recognize oppor-
tunities to do so, and then confidently live and speak her 
faith. Go to http://shop.lwml.org or call 1-800-252-LWML. 

Doug Page, President, Association of Lutheran Development Executives 
presents the 2010 Spirit of Giving Award to Gloria and Ross Edwards. 
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