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Dear God …

Many times, I forget to look for 
You in every part of my day. 
Our women’s study at church is 
reading through Exodus right 
now. In Chapter 13, You remind 
us that you led the Israelites 
through the Wilderness with a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pil-
lar of fire by night. Where is 
my pillar? I’m looking for it … 
but no cloud, no fire. Ahh, the 
simple life! You show me Your 
presence every day in the sun-
rise and the sunset, in the stars 
and the moon. I don’t need a 
big sign. Thanks for the little 
things in my life that show 
me You are with me, no matter 
what. You are an awesome God.

 Love, Your daughter

Life has certainly changed for Laura Akers, a Young Woman’s Representative from Missouri District to last summer’s LWML Convention in Portland, Oregon. Since returning from Port-land, Laura and her husband have moved to the Caribbean island of St. Maarten where her hus-band attends medical school.Formerly an active member of the Mary Martha Guild at Trinity Lutheran Church in Columbia, Missouri, Laura says her life has changed for many reasons, one being adjusting to “island time.” She explains, “This has been a great time to reflect on what God has in store for my hus-

band and me. Ulti-mately, I’ve decided to not worry and let God have control of my life. “My theme verse for living in the Caribbean is: 
Therefore do not 
worry about tomor-row, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own (Matthew 6:34).”To find out more about Laura’s story, log onto www.lwml.org and follow links to the Young Women pages.

By Michele Yamanaka

Solar lighting is a new fad in gardens. It is “green,” saves 
money, and adds pizzazz to a landscape. I have purchased 
lanterns, flowers, and snowflakes that glow with beautiful 
colors as darkness falls and bring me great pleasure.

The most important fact about solar lights, regardless of 
size, color or shape, is that they depend on the energy of 
the sun for power. However, lack of exposure to the sun-
shine leads to fading or no light at all. The sun is always 
there, but clouds can come between the solar light and its 
power source.

God designed all believers in Christ to be His solar lights 
— to shine Christ’s light into a world dark with sin. Let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven (Mat-
thew 5:16 ESV®).

Unlike solar lights, we are not at the mercy of the clouds. 
We have a Savior who died and rose again to vanquish 
our spiritual clouds of sin and unbelief. As the Holy Spirit 
makes us aware of “clouds” in our relationship with 
Christ, let us with repentant hearts confess our sins and be 
restored to fellowship with our Light of the World — the 
victorious Son of God, Jesus Christ — and shine brightly as 
God’s solar lights!

Spotlight on Laura

We must be willing to get rid of the life we planned, 
so as to have the life that’s waiting for us.

    J. Campbell

Solar Lighting

Quotable 
Quotes

For more information, check out 
Impressions, the newsletter for young 

women, at www.lwml.org.
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