
By Pat Bilow

Recently I opened an e-mail by one of my donor 
friends, Marjorie Huva, of Charlotte, Michigan. Pre-
viously, I left a couple messages with her husband, Dave, 
who was usually prompt at responding, but I hadn’t heard 
anything until this came from Marjorie:

“Life is not the same at the Huva house. Dave passed 
away on July 24 from cancer. It was a very tough three 
months, and it is very hard for me now. He was so won-
derful, and it is such a huge void. We did a lot together, 
and now it is not anywhere near the same.

“[He sent me] 47 yellow carnations for 47 years on our 
[last] anniversary, with two red carnations for the two 
children. He was so pleased he had pulled that off with-
out my knowing it. 

“The last week, he awoke me around 2 a.m. to say he 
needed to order flowers. “What for?” “My funeral.” So 
we had 47 beautiful yellow carnations with yellow and 
white roses and baby’s breath for his casket. 

“We sent him home to Jesus, going through a thunder-
storm past the radio station where he worked. There was a 
lot of wind, but sunshine at the country cemetery. On our 
way back, we stopped the family car and the hearse at the 
Mooville Ice Cream Parlor and had ice cream. We thought 
Dave would like that send off with our close friends.

“God is a big provider and, thanks to family, friends, 
church family, and work, I am still going strong. I cry 
whenever any thought comes up about him, so you know 
this little note has had lots of tears tonight.

“God bless. Thanks for the call. Marjorie”

My heart goes out to Marjorie and all who lose their 
nearly lifelong spouses. She now draws deeply from her 
faith in Christ to pull her through this most difficult time. 

Recently, their daughter, Bethann, wrote to me about 
her parents: “They are both wonderful Christians who 
never hesitate to serve God. In memory of a life so beauti-
fully lived, a heart so deeply loved, every day I miss my 
dad and his gentle, eager, competent demeanor. Just before 
he left this earth, I was blessed to have a chance to promise 
him he could carry my love for him in his heart forever. 
He acknowledged that and reciprocated. I know we will 
miss him dearly.”

Marj is grateful that she and Dave completed a chari-
table estate plan while Dave was still living. Recognizing 
how richly God blesses, they took the necessary steps to 
give back to God by providing for both their family and 
the Lord’s work through LWML. Marj continues to find 
solace from her faith, family, and friends as Dave’s and her 
charitable plan enters the next stage.

For more information about establishing a charitable 
estate plan, go to www.lwmlgiftplan.org, e-mail lwmlgift-
planner@lwmlgiftplan.org or call 1 (888) 482-8425.

Correction: Shirley and Alfred Schindler were the couple identified in the 
photo for the Winter 2010 Gifts of Love article.
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2011 PRAYER SERVICE

Based on the 2011 Peoria 
LWML convention theme 

verses (Acts 4:13b and 20), the 
2011 Prayer Service assures that 
empowered by being with Jesus, 
we courageously speak of Him and 
live a life transformed by His love.

The prayer service can be 
downloaded from the LWML 
website (under “Resources”) or 
obtained from the LWML Office.

FAITH TALK LEADER’S GUIDE ONLINE

The LWML has developed Faith Talk® materials 
to better prepare women to witness about 

the hope they have in Jesus. This interactive 
workshop is in DVD format and utilizes an on-
screen facilitator. The workshop includes heart 
stories, role-playing and discussion opportunities.  
It can be ordered from the LWML Store. Visit the  
“Sharing the Gospel” section of the LWML website at  
www.lwml.org (under Missions) for more information and 
free downloads.
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