
Mission Trips
Michigan LWML 
Serves in Cen-
tral America

Continuing their 
deep commitment 
to serving the Lord 
through mission 
trips, women from 
the Michigan Dis-
trict LWML traveled with MOST 
Ministries to Panama and Guate-
mala in 2010.

In Panama, the team conducted 
eyeglass clinics and shared the 
Gospel in several villages. Usually 
recipients of eyeglasses “test” them 
by reading a short passage. How-
ever, since some of the women were adept at sewing, they 
confirmed that their glasses were the proper strength by 
threading a needle!

Team member Pat Morley said, “We were blessed to 
have as our Panamanian host Milton Castillo, who years 
ago needed to earn money, so he signed up to interpret for 
a MOST mission team. Through that exposure, the Holy 
Spirit worked faith in his heart, and today he is the Presi-
dent of the Lutheran Church of Panama!”

The Michigan women also traveled to Guatemala, where 
they conducted a women’s and children’s ministry, sharing 
their faith and teaching good health habits.

“Children learned about eating foods that build strong 
bodies and how washing their hands can keep them 
healthy,” team leader Sandy Hardies reported. “Women 
were instructed in how to prepare a mixture used for oral 
rehydration, which is important in countries where contin-
ued diarrhea and cholera are found. Witness bracelets were 
explained, with each woman receiving one for herself and 
one to give away.”

Sandy continued, “One of the churches had the Spanish 
translation of Psalm 100:2 — Serve the Lord with glad-
ness — printed on its wall. God showed us where to serve; 
one day we were asked to conduct a program in a village 
that had recently suffered severe flooding. We were able to 
share His love through singing and witnessing, which gave 
them encouragement.”

Sharing Christ in Hong Kong
“Sometimes I believe in God, and some-

times I don’t. Do you believe in God?” asked 
Tracy. Hong Kong mission team member 
Roberta Hilgendorf, from the South Wis-
consin District LWML, replied that she did 
and proceeded to share how God helps her 
in this life and also gives her assurance of life 
forever with Him in heaven. 

“Students at the Gertrude Simon 
Lutheran School learn about Christian-

ity in their religion classes, but we pray that our witness 
helped their ‘head knowledge’ translate into a personal 
relationship with Him.”

To help prepare 
students for profi-
ciency exams that 
allow them to enter 
college, Roberta was 
part of an LCMS 
World Mission 
team, teaching 
music, religion, arts, 
and conversational 
English at the high school.

“Eighty percent of the 1,100 students are non-Christian,” 
Roberta reported, “so it is a huge witness field. We spent 
part of each day developing relationships with the students. 
We now keep in contact via Facebook, which allows for 
more witnessing opportunities!”

Witnessing in Poland
Rev. Stan Clark, pastor of 

Zion Lutheran in Clinton, 
Louisiana, won the raffle for a 
free mission trip at the LCMS 
World Mission exhibit at the 
2009 Portland LWML con-
vention.

Poland was the place 
selected and, by the time 
he left last summer, other 
members of the Gulf States 
District, including members 

of St. Paul’s in Cullman, Alabama, had raised their own 
funds to accompany him. 
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The team led English Bible study camps in Koszalin, 
Poland. They shared their faith in the Triune God and 
their knowledge of English with the students. 

“Interacting with native English speakers is looked upon as 
a necessary skill for students to survive in the global econo-
my,” stated team member Nicole Knutson. “We focused our 
teaching on Bible concepts, including Christmas and Easter 
stories, along with compiling a vocabulary list each day. We 
used some of the funds we raised to purchase Arch® Books 
that we gave to the children. Parents told us that these books 
would be cherished and read in their homes.”

Courage to Share God’s Love …
… with international  
women in Arizona

“God, please point me to the inter-
national women you want to partici-
pate in our LWML retreat,” prayed 
Linda Steinbart, International Stu-
dent Ministry Director in Tempe, 
Arizona. Scholarships had been 
donated for two women to attend. 
The Lord placed Sijia and Xiaoling, 
from China, in Linda’s care.

“Both young women were over-
joyed with anticipation,” Linda 
continued. “Not knowing anything 
about the Christian faith, one of 
their first questions was, ‘What is a pastor?’ when they 
were told that a pastor would lead the Bible study.”

Deeply touched by the study on being the women God 
created us to be, the students desired to learn more about 
Jesus’ love for them. “They will take this life-changing 
experience back to China next year and I pray that the 
Holy Spirit will nurture them with the joy to grow in 
God’s grace,” Linda added.

… with Reverend Nicholas Salifu
Yes, you read that headline correctly: Nicholas Salifu, 

former evangelist in Ghana, graduated last fall from Con-
cordia Seminary in St. Louis! 

Readers may remember him being at the Fort Worth 
LWML Convention in 1987. The video “Salifu’s Har-

vest” was shown and, to 
the surprise of the audi-
ence, when it was over, a 
young man stood at the 
podium and said, “I am 
Salifu!” 

Rev. Salifu first heard the Gospel message when he inter-
preted for LCMS missionaries in Ghana. The Holy Spirit 
entered his heart, and he became ablaze with love for the 
Lord and witnessed to large numbers of his village people. 
Many were baptized.

May God bless the work of Rev. Salifu as he travels back 
to Ghana to preach the Good News to his people.

… from Texas to Germany
The LWML at 

Grace, Denison, 
Texas, held their 
society meeting 
even though their 
President, Arlene 
Hale, was in 
Germany. 

While visit-
ing her daughter, 
Denise Rayl, 
who was stationed there, the women met via an Internet 
video chat. The meeting started at 6 p.m. in Texas, which 
was 1 a.m. in Germany, but they planned their yearly 
program with no problems. 

Member Cheryl Mattil shared, “This may very well have 
been the first international society meeting ever held. We even 
collected mites, with Arlene promising to send hers soon. We 
closed the meeting with a prayer and ‘Auf wiedersehen.’”

… by using the Quarterly in a special way
Penny Beske of Trinity, Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota, was looking for a way to 
interest other women of her church to 
participate in the LWML. When Penny 
saw the Fall 2010 Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly cover, with the accompanying 
story of LCMS member Miss America 
2009 Katie Stam, she knew she had 
found it.

“Penny prayerfully chose 30 women 
from the congregation whom she felt would be an asset to 
our group and who would enjoy being involved with the 
LWML,” shared member Phyllis Jastram. “Penny drafted an 
invitation letter that accompanied each copy of the magazine 
when they were handed out by our beautiful purple-clad 
LWML women at last fall’s LWML Sunday celebration.” 

Several of the thirty women have attended LWML gath-
erings since then, and the LWML leaders will follow-up 
with encouragement to the others.

President Jan with Rev. Salifu
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… in Alabama before the LWML began 
Before the LWML officially began in 1942, courageous 
women, including those at Trinity, Hanceville, Alabama, 
were organizing themselves into mission societies.

Trinity’s Ladies Aid Society was established in 1937 
under the direction of Emma Burkhart, widow of their 
pioneer pastor, Rev. C. Burkhart, who served in the 
1880s. The women met in Emma’s home to make quilts. 
They officially joined the LWML in 1945.

Upon the celebration of the church’s 125th anniversary in 
2010, Rev. John Jankens, their current pastor, stated, “Our 
LWML women have, throughout the years, welcomed many 
new opportunities to serve the Lord with gladness.”

… by a Lutheran high school student  
in Delaware

Dina Vendetti, song leader for the Sioux Falls and 
Portland LWML conventions and principal at St. John’s 
Lutheran School in Dover, Delaware, told a story about 
a student who boldly shared his faith with a friend. “Josh 
shared his Bible with a neighborhood friend because, as he 
said, ‘It’s what we’re supposed to do!’” Read the rest of the 
story online at www.lcms.org/ablaze and consider sharing 
your own encouraging Ablaze! story on that site, too. Our 
LWML user name is “lutheranwomeninmission” and the 
password is “LWML.”

… thanks to a Wiscon-
sin community effort

With a combined effort from 
South Wisconsin LWML Zone 
18 societies, area public and 
Lutheran grade schools, and 
Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans, 66 boxes of personal items 
were packed and mailed to 
military personnel in Iraq and 
Afghanistan at the servant event held at their rally last fall. 
Donations covered the cost of shipping the packages. 

The zone event included a presentation by Rev. Doug 
Fleischfresser, pastor at St. Paul’s in Oconomowoc and 
a military chaplain who served three active duty tours, 
most recently in Iraq. He shared how our LCMS chaplains 
counsel with members in the combat field and also when 
they return home.

“Sunday School and day school children wrote letters and 
made drawings and cards to include with each package,” 
stated Debbi Groeler, one of the organizers. “We enjoyed 
reaching out to share God’s love with our soldiers.”

’Tis the Season
Easter Bags Bring Joy

Easter goodie bags were packed 
by the LWML women at Beacon 
Lutheran Church in Seattle, 
Washington, and given to the 
children of their Sunday School. 
The bags were decorated and per-
sonalized with each child’s name. 
Society President Marie Chow reported, “We received 
a thank-you note from one of the parents, expressing 
gratitude for our thoughtfulness and generosity. We were 
pleased to share these Easter blessings with our youth.” 

Purple Flower Favors
Anticipating their Southern Illinois District conven-

tion last spring, the Women’s Service Guild at St. John’s 
in Granite City used the theme “Grow in Grace” to make 
table favors for their salad supper. Each attendee received 
a mug planted with hyacinth bean vines. Member Diane 
Gebhardt shared, “As the vines grew and produced purple 
pods and purple and white flowers, we looked forward to 
the blessings of convention.”

Fall 2011 LWQ
UPCOMING ISSUE: “What I Love about Life … 
and Heaven.” He’s a world away, but I can still 
talk to Him. How can I thank Him? He answered 
my prayer. It was a “God thing.”

NEWS! NEWS! Please send news of unique and 
meaningful activities, including photos (elec-
tronic preferred, prints accepted), to News Editor Carolyn Blum 
at newseditor@lwml.org or to 911 Tara Hill East, Hartford, WI 
53027 by March 15, 2011. Please include your name, address, 
phone, and e-mail address. Check out the Quarterly page at 
www.lwml.org for Photo Submission Guidelines.

Call for news items
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