
Sometimes You Just Have to Ask, “Why?”
By Linda Guteres

My girlfriend and I had decided to treat ourselves 
and meet for breakfast. Rather than eat at a diner, we 
decided to stop at a local deli, pick up food, and bring 
it back to her house where we could enjoy each other’s 
company on her back patio.

We were ready to leave the parking lot when we both 
noticed a woman, crouched down on the sidewalk, in 
front of her car, polishing her toenails. Yes, hovering just 
about two inches over the curb, bent to the ground, paint-
ing her toes!

Ginny and I just sat there looking at her with speech-
less expressions on our faces. That’s when I said, “Don’t 
you just want to go over to her and ask, ‘Why?’”

To people who don’t have a relationship with Jesus, my 
behavior may cause them to pause and want to ask me, 
“Why?” — Why do I believe in a man who lived thou-
sands of years ago? — Why do I believe in what the Bible 
says? — Why do I believe that Jesus Christ lived, died, 
defeated death, and paid for me with His blood? — Why 
do I have hope in a world that seems to be hopeless? — 
How in the world does the Holy Spirit live inside of me? 
— Why do I have faith? — Why do I believe?

God’s Word provides us with an answer to these ques-
tions: But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gen-
tleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ 
may be ashamed of their slander (1 Peter 3:15-16).

Am I ready to give an answer to the reason for my faith? 
Are you ready to do the same?

At this point in my life, my answer to this question may 
hinge on the fact that I’m raising four teenagers and a hus-
band, and I haven’t killed any of them yet. But my sarcasm 
wouldn’t plant any seeds of faith in the listener’s heart.

My faith is built on years of living proof, hard evidence 
of the Holy Spirit at work in my life and those around me. 
My faith is solidified in lives of the people my heavenly 
Father has touched, who openly give their testimony of 
His loving faithfulness in their lives. My faith is as neces-
sary as air and water because without my belief in Jesus 
Christ and what He has done for me, living on this earthly 
plane is hopeless.

What is your answer? Why do you believe? Are you 
prepared to give a reason when your stand for Jesus makes 
you stick out in this world like a sore thumb — or a 
painted toenail?

Linda Guteres serves as treasurer for Atlantic District LWML.

s Know anyone that does not know the 
“real” Easter story? Invite her/him over to your 
house to decorate eggs and use this time to 
share the Gospel.

s Buy plastic Easter eggs and fill them with 
a Scripture tract and candy. Put the basket 
on your desk at work to share a treat and the 
Gospel with your coworkers.

s If you have mid-week Lenten suppers at 
your church, invite someone to attend supper 
and then the service with you.
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s Make May baskets with paper cups or 
paper you have folded into a cone shape. 
Add biblical bookmarks, flower seeds, tracts, 
and candy. Give them to a new neighbor, 
the mail carrier, or other people that you 
encounter.
s Host an LWML Bible study at a nursing 
home and invite your sisters in Christ to share 
their faith; have “Sunday School” with the 
residents.
s Transportation is critical. Often nursing 
home residents, shut-ins, and mentally 
handicapped people just need a ride to be 
able to attend church. Maybe you can be 
their driver.
s Contact your local chapter of The Arc 
(people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities) or NAMI (National Association 
for Mental Illness), and offer volunteer 
support to a group home.
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