
btw is the acronym for “by the Way (Jesus).” It sets the tone for the current issue.

By Courtney Burma

Always be prepared 
to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you 
to give the reason for 
the hope that is within 
you (1 Peter 3:15).

“Is that Bob Mar-
ley on your t-shirt?”

“Uh, no, that’s 
Jesus.”

“Oh, so you’re a 
Christian?” the boy 
asked me.

“Absolutely.”
He hesitated. “I’m 

kind of a Christian. 
Like, I like the prin-
ciples and everything. But some of it is just so hard 
to believe.”

“What’s so hard to believe?” chimed in one of my 
friends standing next to me. “That He made us? That 
Jesus died and rose?”

Defensively he said, “How can the world be so 
black and white for you? For me, it’s all grey.”

I frantically searched my mind for an appropriate 
response, internally freaking out because nothing was 
coming to mind. We were at a cross-country practice, 
and Coach was telling us to circle up for stretches. I 
had to say something fast, so I hurriedly said the first 
response that came to mind: “Grey reminds me of old 
people.”

Ugh. That was so lame. And not very nice. But 
it was all that I could come up with at the time. 
During practice, I kept hitting my head against the 
proverbial wall, accusing myself: Why couldn’t you 
come up with a good answer? You just blew a chance at 
witnessing! What kind of response was that?

When I think back 
to that day, I am 
reminded of 1 Peter 
3:15, which tells us: 
Always be prepared to 
give an answer to every-
one who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope 
that is within you. 

None of us ever 
knows when a chance 
to witness will arise, 
but God has prom-
ised to give us those 
chances, and He will 
be there with us. We 
don’t have to have all 
the answers, but our 
Lord provides us the 

full story of salvation in His Word. He forgives us 
through our faith in Jesus and will use our clumsy 
responses for His Glory. 

Telling people about the hope we have in Christ 
is the greatest message we can deliver. Saint Peter 
encourages us to be prepared. We need to be in 
God’s Word. 

I’m so glad God has grace 
for everyone, including 
those who drop the ball 
at their witnessing 
opportunities — a.k.a. 
me! When you miss 
the chance to witness, 
or just really mess 
up, know that your 
heavenly Father is not 
done with you; He will 
still use you to go and make 
disciples (Matthew 28:19).

I Really         It!Blew

Prayer: 
Dear Jesus, 

please give me the 
words to speak when I am 

asked about my faith and hope 
in You. Please use me to reach 
out to those who don’t know 
You. And thanks for the for-

giveness You give when 
I mess up. In Your 

name. Amen.
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