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 1 Fear Not (I Love You This Much)

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11).

I lost the election. 

Our LWML group was only one year old, and it was 
time to re-elect our rookie officers. Those of us who 
had been selected as our group’s first leaders were 
willing to tackle another year as a team, but a decision 
was made to have a “true election” for the position I 
had been holding — secretary/treasurer. Someone else 
ran with me, and she won. 

With my brave face on, I sat through the closing 
moments of the meeting and came to understand why 
people who lose elections may feel no choice but to give 
up, back down, fade into the woodwork, or just simply 
leave. But I really didn’t want my “LWML dream” to be 
over after only just one year … 

Disappointment aside, during the next couple days I 
had to deal with a pit in my stomach whenever I thought 
about what it would feel like to be in church on Sunday 
— reading about the election results in the church bulle-
tin, coming face-to-face with the women who had voted 
for someone else. 

Ascending the stairwell into the church narthex that 
Sunday was an early exercise for me in overcoming 
fear, having faith that “this too shall pass.” Hard stuff 
for that twenty-something gal, yet the best lesson I 
could ever learn. 

At our next LWML meeting, I volunteered to be devo-
tions chairman for the coming year. It was a creative task 
that I found myself enjoying; I figured that I’d be happy 
doing that job for a second year, too, but that was not to 
be the case when the next elections rolled around. 

No one was more surprised than I when the group 
elected me president the following year. My inner doubts 
echoed, “It’s not my turn yet; I’m not experienced 
enough.” But with my brave face on once again, I sat 
through the closing moments of that meeting … knowing 
His plans are not mine. 

Good thing.

  Nancy Graf Peters
   Editor-in-Chief
   editor@lwml.org
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

By Janice M. Wendorf

It was the trickling water, the quiet splash, and the words, “I 
baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” This was the moment when I, Janice Wendorf, 
became His child forever. 

My godparents answered the important questions of my faith 
on that day; and then at my confirmation, I answered those same 
questions, confirming that indeed being with Jesus is my life. On 
that day, I was blessed with the words from John 14:27: Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid (KJV). Words that have become a cornerstone of my faith 
walk, ones I often need to remember and apply.

From the day of my Baptism, I have lived in the light of 
knowing Jesus as my Savior. 

Not everyone is so blessed: I have a friend who works among 
international students who are studying in the U.S. and shares 
experiences of students, who were in the darkness, coming into the 
light of God’s love. Their lives are changed forever when the Holy 
Spirit brings them to faith in Jesus as their Savior and Lord, and 
they are passionate in sharing their newfound faith with others.

If I were not a Christian, what would my life look like? I 
assume it would mean total dependence upon me just to live. 
Everything would be on my shoulders, and I would be respon-
sible for every thought, word, and action. This is a heavy bur-
den. But by the grace of God, you and I have been called into 
His kingdom! We know what it is to be with Jesus.

Throughout this presidency, I have encouraged each woman 
to be In the Word, Of the Word, and Walking with her Lord. 
These three aspects tie together perfectly. Two years ago, I 
expanded upon the vision and asked each LWML woman to 
take this vision and make it her own:

IN THE WORD: Honoring a daily appoint-
ment with the Father and His Word 
OF THE WORD: Made over by the Holy 
Spirit, forgiven and restored 
WALKING WITH THE LORD: Confident 
of Christ’s presence in daily life and witness
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Overcoming Fear
In the Word: We are women who long to 

read God’s Word daily, to find His direction 
and guidance for our lives. The Bible is our 
life’s map, our pathfinder, our motivation, 
and our comfort. We are studying, meditat-
ing, and absorbing His Words for life. Each 
woman promises to honor a daily appointment 
with the Father and His Word. It is a time set aside for Him, 
to allow His Word to make a difference in her heart and to 
allow Him to speak.

Of the Word: To be Of the Word means that each woman 
has internalized the time spent with the Father and is now able 
to apply it to her daily life, knowing there is a difference in 
her because of it. She understands she has been made over by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and knows thoroughly that she is 
forgiven by the blood of Jesus the Christ — made pure in the 
Father’s eyes — and restored to wholeness to live each day as 
His child. And this free child of God is now empowered by the 
Word and its application to her daily life to walk with the Lord, 
totally confident of Christ’s presence in serving and living. 

To Walk with the Lord encompasses such a total confidence 
of Christ’s presence that His servant attitude is reflected in all 
that she does — in her serving and living. She is assured of His 
promise to never leave her or forsake her; she leans on Him for 
each step of her day. 

As I complete my term, I praise God for His steadfast love 
and guidance as the LWML has moved forward. I pray that 
each of you will keep this three-part vision before you and 
honor it daily as women In the Word, Of the Word, and Walking 
with the Lord. It truly is “Being with Jesus” that counts!

I close this article — and season of my life in Him — with 
words from Alma Kern’s book, You are Loved:

 “Jesus says, ‘Follow me.’  
 Follow Him. Imitate Him.  
 Let Him speak and act through you.  
 Have His attitude toward other people.

 You and Jesus belong to each other. 
 You are His. He is yours!”

Being with Jesus — My Life
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