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God Gave the Increase
Plink! Another coin drops into the box.
Scratch! A check is written.
Click! An online donation is made.
All are beautiful sounds of grants being funded through 

our mites!
But have you ever wondered: “What specifically has God 

accomplished through my mite donations? Where can I read 
of the impact our mission grants have made over the years?”

God Gave the Increase is a new LWML book that answers 
these questions. Written by Marlys Taege Moberg, Lauren 
Beale, and Janice Kerper Brauer, the book shows, through 
stories from the hearts of those impacted, how God’s king-
dom has flourished in Asia, Africa, and Europe for nearly 70 
years through LWML mission grants.

“Gathering material for the book gave me an insight 
into how God arranged the right time and place to 
accomplish His purposes,” explained Lauren, who wrote 
the stories of African grants. “It made the mite offerings 
come to life through stories missionaries told me, such as 
how people who needed to hear the Word met by ‘chance’ 
with those who could provide that nourishment.”

Marlys, who focused on the grant stories from Asia, 
related that while the majority of the heart stories were 

gathered through interviews with missionaries in the 
field, LWML archives at the Concordia Historical Insti-
tute in St. Louis provided leads as to areas of the world 
where grant recipients were located. “We praised God 
daily for enabling electronic technology, the Internet, 
email, social media, online missionary newsletters, and 
blogs to accomplish our work.”

“It was a joy for me,” stated Janice, “to hear about the great 
variety of grants that have been funded over the years. With 
God working through our mites, hospitals and schools were 
built, pastors and teachers were trained, humanitarian aid 
was given, counseling and support were provided to those 
with addictions, job skills were taught, and witness outreach 
materials were purchased. Many of the grants funded 30 
and 40 years ago are still producing opportunities to witness 
Jesus’ love to the lost to this very day.”

Janice, who wrote the stories about European grants, 
recalls how she discovered a letter written by then-President 
Harry S. Truman, giving specific authorization for LWML 
to send relief supplies to Europeans after WW II. “It was 
a legal requirement, as we were sending aid to former ene-
mies, even though the recipients were destitute orphans.” 

“I now have so many missionary friends in Africa,” 
explained Lauren. “I hope to meet them sometime when 
they are home on furlough.”

“We have seen that our mites and our grants have made 
a huge difference in the lives of people in so many coun-
tries since the LWML began in 1942,” stated Marlys. “We 
gave mites, but God is responsible for the increase.”

Richly illustrated with photos, God Gave the Increase 
will be available for purchase at the Peoria convention in 
June 2011, and later at www.lwml.org in the online store 
and through the LWML Catalog. Watch the convention 
newspaper for a “meet the authors” event, where they will 
be pleased to autograph your copy.

Valiant Faces of LWML
Cross-Cultural Joy with Kenyan Women

“How richly God has blessed us,” commented Gayle 
Lindeblom, president of Prince of Peace’s LWML soci-
ety in Lakewood, Washington. “Several families from 
Nairobi, Kenya, found their way to our church last year 
and are now active members.”

Not only do the Kenyan women participate in the 
LWML, but their society is now sharing sisterhood with 
the women’s group in the Nairobi congregation where the 
Kenyan families formerly were members. “We exchanged 

Lauren Beale, Marlys 
Taege Moberg, and 
Janice Kerper Brauer
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email and photos, and just recently we sent them a pack-
age of materials and back issues of the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly,” Gayle commented. “We plan to share DVDs of 
our church services, too.”

“We are so excited about this new ministry. We’re learn-
ing about God’s kingdom and how praising and worship-
ing God is a joy in any culture.”

Home Cooked, Home Delivery
“We had such a fun and productive evening,” stated 

Sylvia Valdes of the Ladies Guild at St. Paul’s in Hills-
dale, Michigan. The women set aside funds in their yearly 
Guild budget to purchase and make home-cooked meals 
for the church’s shut-ins or for members who just returned 
home from the hospital. [Photo above] 

Sylvia shared, “Our pastor, vicar, and parish nurse deliv-
ered the meals when they made visits.” The meals were 
appreciated, and the women were glad to serve by using 
their gifts of cooking! 

Personal Witnessing
For three years, Joan Kruse of Kewaskum, Wiscon-

sin, prayed for her daughter-in-law, Mai Nhia Kruse, of 
Hmong descent, who lives in Milwaukee with her family. 
Her father is a practicing shaman.

“I prayed to God that He would touch Mai’s heart,” 
Joan stated. 

Mai and three of her children were baptized last winter, 
and she attended the South Wisconsin District Young 
Women’s Retreat in February. “I love that the Bible teaches 
positives,” Mai said. “Jesus is all we need to be fulfilled.”

’Tis the Season
Convention Special

Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly at the 
2010 Price!

Peoria Special! New one-year indi-
vidual subscriptions to the Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly are available online 
at the 2010 price of $5.50* during the 

Peoria convention dates of Thursday, June 23, through 
Sunday, June 26, 2011.

Take out a subscription for yourself and for each of 
your friends back home. (Be sure to bring their US Postal 
Service addresses with you!) What a great way to show 
your friends that you’re thinking of them. It’s a souvenir 
that will save space and weight in your luggage too. 

Visit “The Revue” in the Verizon Wireless Café at the 
Civic Center where you will be able to sign up online. 
(Assistance will be available if you need help.) Those 
who are unable to attend convention will also be able to 
order new, one-year individual subscriptions online at 
this special rate* during the convention dates.

Give a gift that refreshes itself every three months when 
a new issue in arrives in the mailbox! 

* This special, limited-time price applies only to new, one-year indi-
vidual subscriptions.

A Purple Planning Workshop
Leaders in the LWML 

try to make events 
sparkle, often with a fun 
“twist” to draw attendees.

Using an “LWML Pur-
ple” theme for their year-
ly planning workshop, 
leaders of the Nebraska 
North Fremont Zone 
hosted a planning work-
shop that included a 
Bible study and various 
breakout sessions.

Rachel Jensen, zone president, commented, “We started 
the day with our zone counselor, Rev. Mark Weber, mak-
ing and serving purple pancakes for breakfast. Following 
the meal, we helped the officers understand the scope of 
their responsibilities and discussed ideas for projects, ser-
vant events, and mite challenges. We also reviewed current 
happenings at all levels of the LWML. The event really 
helped the officers to be more informed.”

And guess what? All 25 attendees dressed in purple clothing! 

LWQ Updates 
Free “Woman to Woman” iTunes Download!

Phyllis Wallace’s “Woman to Woman” radio program 
[Spring 2011 LWQ], may be downloaded free on iTunes. 
Enjoy the program wherever you are, at any time!

Go to http://www.womantowomanradio.com/podcasting.
asp and follow the links.

UARTERLY VOL. LXIX, NO. 1
SPRING 2011

Lutheran Woman’sQ

Phyllis Wallace
Her story in this issue

SUMMER 2011  – page 25 –  LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY



Katie Stam Speaks at Council of Lutheran 
Women’s Luncheon

Katie Stam [Fall 2010 LWQ], Miss America 2009 and the 
inspirational speaker at the LWML Convention in Peoria, 
spoke to the Council of Lutheran Women at their annual 
luncheon this spring in Shelby Township, Michigan.

The Council’s publicity chairman, Barb Collins, was 
not only privileged to pick Katie up at the airport, but also 
captured a photo of Katie with Helen Gienapp (LWML 
President 1979 – 1983), the Mistress of Ceremonies for 
the event, and Janice Bronsted, president of the Council 
of Lutheran Women.

“Katie spoke on ‘My Faith, My Journey,’ with a strong 
emphasis on being a messenger for Christ,” reported 
Barb. “Katie indicated that her time spent in Lutheran 
schools and churches taught her that Christ asks us to 
serve others. She encouraged us to listen to the call God 
places in our lives.”

Katie is now using her musical abilities to bless others 
and soon will be recording a new CD with Sandi Patty.

Neah Bay Teens Mentor Montana Teens
Teens from the Native American Morning Star Girls 

Club [Summer 2010 LWQ] in Neah Bay, Washington, 
recently traveled 1,000 miles to assist their sisters in Christ 
in Montana.

Girls at Circle of Life Lutheran Church on the 
Northern Cheyenne Reservation in Muddy Cluster, 
Montana, wished to form a club of their own, so the 
Neah Bay teens held a bake sale and picked berries to 
fund their trip.

Sue Gebel, Lutheran Association of Missionaries and 
Pilots U.S., stated, “The girls personally helped the new 
group get started. It was a wonderful exchange between 
these young women from two tribal cultures!”

Cambodian Health Training
Kalia Lo, LCMS missionary in Cambodia, led MMV 

leadership training in November 2009 [Summer 2010 
LWQ]. In the fall of 2010, several women from that group, 
plus others, met for a health seminar in Phnom Penh, cov-
ering children’s health, high blood pressure, and the use of 
over-the-counter drugs. 

“Nurses Betty Roon and Toni Hayes, both from 
Michigan, joined us and were very helpful in training the 
women,” Kalia reported.

The seminar was supported by Lutherans in Medical 
Missions (LIMM).

Helen Gienapp, Janice Bronsted, Katie Stam

Rosemary Sternbeck (fourth from left) with Neah Bay teens.
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Winter 2011 LWQ
UPCOMING ISSUE: “Going Overboard.” Manag-
ing stress, finding rest, being overcome by guilt, 
keeping a servant attitude, and dealing with 
perfectionism, hoarding, and consumerism.

NEWS! NEWS! Please send photos (electronic 
preferred, prints accepted) and news of unique, 
meaningful activities, mission trips, and servant events from 
your society, zone, and district to News Editor Carolyn Blum 
at newseditor@lwml.org or to 911 Tara Hill East, Hartford, WI 
53027 by June 15, 2011. Please include your name, address, 
phone and email address. [Read “Photo Submission Guidelines” 
at www.lwml.org/resources/quarterly/ for help when sending 
photos.]

Call for news items

“Thank You for the Gifts!”
“During my term as 

your President, I have 
been uplifted by the many 
gifts and cards that have 
been sent to me,” shares 
President Janice Wendorf. 
“I wish I could publicly 
acknowledge each one. I’d 
like, however, to share two 
recent gifts that represent 
the thoughtfulness of my 
LWML sisters in Christ.

“The Heart to Heart 
Sisters Task Force sent a 

hand-made diary/scrapbook for the month of December 
2010, with ribbons, bows, and LWML memorabilia. Space 

was left to add my own photos and memories for each day 
of that month. They knew that faith booking is one of my 
hobbies; it was a gift made with love.

“Last fall, I was delighted to receive many birthday 
greetings from my LWML sisters all over the country. 
The Ol’ Sew and Sews, led by Jean Jaskierny at Trinity 
in Glenwood, Iowa, sent a card with a swatch of quilt-
ing fabric sewn on the front and the message, ‘The Trinity 
Quilters prayed for you today.’ It’s signed by all the quil-
ters and by their pastor, Rev. Seth Kaiser. What a special 
combination, to quilt and pray at the same time!”

President Jan’s Keynote Address:  
The Faces of the LWML

Representing the many Faces of the LWML in her keynote 
presentation, President Janice Wendorf spoke to the 650 
attendees at the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) 
Fall Leadership Conference in Nashville, Tennessee.

President Jan highlighted the Face of the LWML cam-
paign, which is designed to encourage every woman 
in the LCMS … those of every culture, ethnicity, age, 
season of life … to tell their story of how the LWML 
impacts their life.

“We can see the amazing work the Lord has done and 
look ahead with excitement as He reveals what He would 
have us do in the future,” she stated. “Women of all ages 
who have a heart for Jesus are welcome and needed for our 
shared mission.”

As part of the conference, President Jan participated in a 
servant event where she wrote cards and letters to members 
of the Armed Forces.

Words of Thanks and Encouragement from President Jan

A Fresh Start!  
Tips for New and Returning Leaders 

“Yikes! I’ve just been elected (or appointed) to a lead-
ership position in the LWML! My biggest fear: I’m not 
sure I know how to be a leader!” 

Do you find yourself in this position right now?
Summer is an excellent time to plan, to hone your 

leadership skills, and to step back and pray about serv-
ing in your new position. As a gift to you from the 
LWML Leader Development Committee, all these 
resources are available to you free online:

i Taking over from previous leaders? “Passing the Baton” 
has guidelines for both outgoing and incoming officers.

i Fearful of leading a meeting? Read “Meetings 101” 
and “Leadership 101.”

i Looking for new members or volunteers?  “Welcom-
ing New Members,” “Gaining, Training, Maintaining 
LWML Members,” and “Leadership in Pairs” have 
helpful tips.

i Need to encourage others to serve? “Motivation is 
Contagious” is a great way to start! Use “Gifted for 
Service,” a Bible study on discovering your spiritual 
gifts. It pairs well with “Personal Development” and 
“Look of a Leader.” 
For free downloads, go to www.lwml.org/resources/

leader_development. (They may also be purchased from 
the LWML Catalog.)
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