
Lutheran Women in Action
 By Carolyn Blum, News Editor

Mission Trips
Mission Trip Opportunities Abound!

The official challenge to the LWML Districts, made by 
former LWML President Janice Wendorf, to organize two 
short-term mission trips by June 2011 has been completed, 
with many districts enabling their members to partici-
pate. Women have served in Asia, Europe, Africa, South 
America, and Central America, as well as in their own 
communities here in the States.

Lutheran women in mission have taught English as a 
Foreign Language, dispensed eyeglasses, made curtains and 
quilts, assisted natural disaster victims, taught VBS where 
children may not otherwise have had that opportunity, 
served food at homeless shelters, and facilitated women’s 
ministry seminars, as well as sharing the Good News in 
myriad other ways. LWML’s enthusiasm for mission trips 
will continue for years to come.

Jennifer Prophete, Placement 
Counselor of Short-term Missionary 
Services at LCMS World Mission, 
states: “We have opportunities in 
many countries and areas of service. 
Right now teams are forming to 
serve in Macau with English as a 
Foreign Language (EFL) classes, in 
Hong Kong for a children’s EFL 
outreach, as well as English Bible 

Camps in Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary.” For more 
information, contact Jennifer at missionteams@lcms.org 
or 800-433-3954.

Mission Opportunities Short 
Term, MOST, an RSO (Recog-
nized Service Organization) of the 
LCMS, serves in many areas of the 
world. “We have a variety of proj-
ects and countries that are in need 
of team members,” explains Debby 
Suchyta, Team Administrator. “We 
will travel to Nicaragua for a Water 
Outreach project, to Cambodia to 

dispense eyeglasses, and to Paraguay for Health and 
Hygiene Education classes.” Contact Debby at 734-994-
7909, ext. 11 or dsuchyta@mostminstries.org.

For an overview of all their mission opportunities, 
check out www.lcmsworldmission.org/teams or go to 
www.mostministries.org (click on “teams”).

Serving Needs in Haiti
Established in 2001, the Haitian Lutheran Mission 

Project supports Rev. Isaac Jacquet, a pastor in the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Haiti who is responsible for 
numerous churches and schools that surround the city of 
Jeremie. His mission is to bring the Gospel to the people 
of Haiti.

Barbara Copeland-Belanski, a Northern Illinois LWML 
District zone president, arrived in Haiti several months after 
their devastating earthquake. While not damaged in the 
quake, Jeremie did receive thousands of refugees. “We wit-
nessed the goodness of God and saw His face shining in so 
many of the people,” she stated. “Through the Holy Spirit 
and the efforts of our team, churches will see more growth.”

Another team from Illinois traveled to Haiti in March 
2011, taking the eyeglass program, medical clinic, and VBS 
from village to village. “Other earthquake-relief agencies have 
come and gone,” explains team member Sue Gross, “but we 
hope to be a constant in their lives, not only through mission 
trips, but by supporting them through feeding programs and 
providing filters for clean drinking water.”

Update from Beth Heiney in Guinea
“For many years, we have been blessed with gifts of 

used eyeglasses,” reports Beth Heiney, LCMS World 
Mission missionary serving in Guinea, West Africa 

LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY  – page 24 –  FALL 2011



[see LWQ Summer 2007], “but we had no efficient dis-
tribution system. When a MOST Ministries eyeglass 
team arrived, many from the Kansas District, we were 
elated. We traveled to outlying villages, distributed hun-
dreds of eyeglasses and witnessed Jesus to the people as 
they waited to be tested.”

“The response was overwhelming. We’ve had communi-
ties asking the Lutheran church to come into their area. 
Attendance has increased. We praise God for the oppor-
tunities the eyeglass clinic opened to spread God’s Word. 
Two of our leaders were trained to host future clinics.”

“I also want to thank those who have sent Bible studies 
for us, including some from the Lutheran Woman’s Quar-
terly, to enrich the women of Guinea during our weekly 
Bible studies.”

Life and Heaven
LWML Artwork 
Enjoyed for Years 
to Come

“‘Seven Faces of 
Christ,’ an LWML 
theme from 1977, was 
depicted in a commis-
sioned piece of art that 
was used for LWML 
Sunday and other 

devotional materials,” stated Marie Biesenthal, LWML 
PR Director 1975–1979. “Then-LWML President, the 
late Helen Morris, presented this framed piece to me 
at a Board of Directors meeting. We enjoyed it in our 
home since then, but recently donated it to Concordia 
Lutheran Church in Kirkwood, Missouri, where it can 
be viewed and appreciated for many years to come.”

Celebrating Servant Centenarians
 Emma and Hulda, 

sisters-in-law, lived their 
lives to the glory of God 
by visiting shut-ins, par-
ticipating in Bible stud-
ies, and doing mission 
service projects. Emma 
Staeck, member of St. 
Paul’s, Kulm, North 

Dakota, was the oldest Ladies Aid/LWML member 
before the church’s 2009 closing. She was 101 years old 
when she entered God’s Kingdom of Glory. 

Hulda Bollinger was 99 years old when called by the 
heavenly Father. She was a Ladies Aid/LWML member 
of the Lutheran Church of the Ascension, Burnsville, 
Minnesota, and while residing in an assisted-living com-
plex, Hulda was a witness to many people.

So that 100-year-old Eleanor Beltz could 
participate with them, the women of St. 
John Ladies Aid, Madison, Nebraska, 
held their meeting at the Newman House, 
where Eleanor resides. Over the years, Elea-
nor has served the Lord with gladness by 
making counted cross stitch pictures (of the 
Nativity scene and the Lord’s Supper) and 
crafting afghans. She still crochets doilies 
for family and friends.

 Prayer Shawls Bring Earthly Comfort
“When our LWML group at St. Paul, Lester Prairie, 

Minnesota, started a prayer shawl ministry, we never 
thought we’d give one to our own sister-in-Christ, Florence 
Mlynar,” reported Mary Ann Teubert, member of the 
group. Following prayer by their pastor, Rev. Eric Nelson, 
the shawls were given to seriously ill people in their con-
gregation. “Florence developed lung cancer and God called 
her home within three months,” Mary Ann continued. 
“She had been an active member for over 30 years in vari-
ous positions, including serving as our society president. We 
dedicated our prayer service to her memory.”

Celebrating God’s Gift of Marriage
Fifty Years and Counting!

Of the twelve couples at First Lutheran in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, who have been married over 50 years, eight par-
ticipated in a celebration dinner sponsored by the church’s 
LWML group in June. Rev. Allen Stuckwisch spoke to the 
group, and all enjoyed a trivia game. Circle chairman Bren-
da Acord reported, “We definitely will do this again. It was 
a blessing and an inspiration for the married couples.”
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Vintage Bridal Gown Tea
Their 2010 Ladies’ Tea was so successful that the LWML 

Evening Guild and the Daylily Guild at Trinity, Savan-
nah, Georgia, hosted another one in 2011 and more than 
doubled their attendance.

The attendees were treated to tea, homemade finger 
sandwiches, and desserts. The bridal show of current 
and vintage wedding gowns included a dark green gown 
from 1890.

Photos and stories from the weddings were compiled for 
the event, which served as an outreach opportunity for the 
women. Jackie Deemer, Christian growth chairman, said, 
“Some had invited as many as 15 friends to join.”

Mother-Daughter Event Honors Weddings
St. Paul’s LWML in Cheney, 

Kansas, recently held a mother-
daughter event, “Celebrating 125 
Years of Weddings.” Displaying 
gowns from members’ wed-
dings since 1901, LWML society 
president Kris Osler said, “We 
also obtained wedding albums, 
photos, and memorabilia from 
weddings in every decade since 
1900. We showed a Power Point® 
presentation of brides connected 
with our church throughout the 
years. The event gave honor to 
God’s plan for marriage.”

Teens modeled a few of the 
dresses, sometimes to the sur-
prise of their owners who were 
unaware that their dresses were 
still wearable.

Special Focus: Deaconesses
Reaching Out to Under-served Populations

These two dedicated women are studying to become 
deaconess via the Internet:

Pat Hycnar, LWML society president at 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Dela-
van, Wisconsin, was 74 when she started 
deaconess studies with the Deaf Institute 
of Theology, Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis. Deaf since the age of 15 months, 
Pat wants to use her training to share God’s 

Word with the 95 percent of the Deaf population who do not 
know Jesus as Savior.

Pat recently returned from Ghana, her first overseas mis-
sion trip, where she, along with friend Betty Jo Lucero, a 
leader in the Northern Illinois Deaf Lutheran Church, 
taught Deaf women and mothers how to share Jesus.

Cathy Benzler, Port Angeles, Wash-
ington, hopes to use her deaconess train-
ing in ministry to the Indian population 
on the Lower Elwha Reservation on the 
Olympic Peninsula, Washington. Cathy 
grew up in Southern California and was 
involved in Indian ministries long before 
she learned of her own Cherokee ancestry.

“The goal is to provide elder care,” 
Cathy stated. “I have plans to assist people on the res-
ervation to transition from hospital to home and also 
to help them spiritually. Lutheran theology relates well 
with the Native culture; with the Holy Spirit’s help, I 
want to convey the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ.” 
Cathy makes crocheted crosses as faith talk conversation 
starters during hospital visits.

Along with her husband, Tom (of the Ioway tribe), who 
is studying to be a deacon, they establish relationships with 
people through weekly Bible studies, prayer meetings in 
home groups, a food ministry, and visits to shut-ins. Cathy 
and Tom work with Lutheran Indian Ministries, a minis-
try of Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots U.S.
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Memories of a Lifetime: 
Those Who Came to “Play” 
in Peoria

Lois Geiger-Campagna traveled over 
6,000 miles to arrive at convention! 
Living in the African nation of Ghana, 
Lois is a regular visitor to the LWML website, where she 
finds helpful resources for the women of her congregation. 
“I’m learning so much,” she said. “Even though it’s my 
first time, everyone’s so friendly.” Lois is the Face of the 
LWML that she will share with the women of Ghana.

“My friends were skeptical when I 
announced that the Lord would help me 
raise $1,000 for our ‘Mission in Motion’ 
pledge walk at the Peoria convention,” 
explained 85-year-old Verna Jordan, 
Hartford, Wisconsin. “We just need to 
trust Him. I walked three miles, God 

blessed that effort and caused $1,157.02 to be raised, all to 
help spread the Gospel to the lost.”

Mother and daughter 
duo, Nikki and Olivia 
Tyrrell, contributors to the 
Quarterly’s Young Women’s 
Page, Teen Page, and Faith 
Talk Tips, enjoyed their 
first convention together.

Also known as “Dr. Grandma” for 
accomplishing the amazing feat of earning 
a doctorate of education degree at age 76, 
convention choir member Luetta Werner 
of Marion, South Dakota, has been in 
the LWML since 1947. Luetta, a charter 
member of the American Association of 
Christian Counselors, still works in her 
profession as a grief counselor today at age 84. Luetta’s 
expertise was tapped by her dear friend, the late Past 
LWML President Helen Morris, for a presentation at the 
Laramie convention in 1977.

“God has blessed both of 
us during our 90 years of 
life,” stated Della Ricketts. 
She and her twin sister, 
Betty Primmer, from Ohio, 
attended the convention 
with other members of their 
family. Active and in good health, Della has served the 

LWML as zone treasurer. She and Harry, her husband of 
70 years, spend the winter in Florida. Both women fondly 
remember the 1985 convention in Ames, Iowa.

The 
logistics 
finally 
worked for 
a mom, 
her three 
daughters, 

and a daughter-in-law (a first-timer) to attend a national 
LWML convention together! “I always dreamed of the day 
when this would happen,” stated Natalie Wehrman of 
Lockwood, Missouri, an LWML member for 58 years. 
All five women sang in the convention choir.

“I remember going to Ladies 
Aid, a forerunner of the LWML, 
with my mom in the 1930s,” rem-
inisced Ruth Hollmann, 89-year-
old convention attendee from St. 
Louis. She encourages children to 
attend her LWML group, often 
asking them to do Bible read-
ings. “It teaches them at an early 
age,” she related. “I’m always busy; I write poetry and have 
worn out five computers making fancy greeting cards!” 
Ruth currently mentors 34-year-old Sophie Montgomery, 
a veteran of three national conventions, attending all of 
them with Ruth, of course!

Deb Burma, Peoria convention keynote 
speaker, frequently posts on her blog, “Fra-
grant Offerings,” at http://debburma.blogspot.
com. Visit often for a look at her sparkling, 
inspirational personality as she shares devo-
tional thoughts from her life of service.

“In the sum-
mer of 1942, when women 
from all areas of the United 
States met in Chicago to 
found the LWML, I was 
delivering my first child, 
so I was unable to attend,” 
shares 90-year-old Viola 

Lueck of Reedsburg, Wisconsin. Accompanied by her 
daughter, Marie Pierce, Viola attended the Peoria conven-
tion and visited Marie’s brother in Decatur, Illinois, on the 
way home. And yes, he’s the very child whose birth pre-
vented Viola from attending in 1942!

SPECIAL FEATURE — Those who came to play in Peoria
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