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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

The Widow’s Mite
By Kay Kreklau

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple trea-
sury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 
came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction 
of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the 
truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything — all she had to live on” (Mark 12:41–43).

The phrase “going overboard” could be defined by Jesus’ 
words as He describes the poor widow who gave her last mite: 
They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put 
in everything – all she had to live on.  In light of this definition, 
the good news is that LWML women by the grace of God have 
“gone overboard” with their mite offerings! 
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A few months ago, the announcement 
was made that the LWML has gifted over 
$100,000,000 to missions all over the 
world in its nearly 70 years of existence. 
Yes, one hundred million dollars! Amaz-
ing! It is amazing what our Lord has done 
with our offerings of pennies, dollars, 
and checks in all amounts. It is amazing 
to think of the lives these offerings have 
touched with the love of Jesus. 

Mother Teresa has said, “It’s not how much we give but how 
much love we put into giving.” The love of Christ motivates the 
LWML to continue to give in support of missions: Nineteen 
mission grants were approved this past summer by the voting 
body at the 34th Biennial LWML Convention. These grants 
range from cancer care in Des Moines, Iowa, to children’s nutri-
tion in Vietnam. They total $1,489,569 for the 2011–2013 
biennium and will be paid as offerings are received from the 
LWML Districts. 

God has blessed the LWML abundantly with gifts of money 
and gifts of talents. In addition to the $100 million, God 
continues to bless the LWML with willing and talented work-
ers. These women and men put in countless volunteer hours 
throughout our mission organization. God does not call all of us 
to be district leaders or even society leaders, but He does call us 
to be faithful in prayer and in studying His Word. He calls us to 
give as the widow in Mark 12, and He reminds us in Matthew 
6:21: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

I celebrate the LWML and your countless gifts of money and 
talents. I celebrate your love for our Lord and your willing-
ness to share that love with others. I celebrate that Lutheran 
Women in Mission across the nation have a history of “going 
overboard” by cheerfully giving. 

As you place coins, bills, or checks into your Mite Boxes, 
please pray for our mission grants. [You will find monthly 
prayer helps on the LWML website.] Be specific in your prayer. 
God will answer and bless your offering and each of the grant 
recipients as only He can do. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” (Luke 2:13–14 ESV) 

I hope you will spend the season of Advent in quiet anticipa-
tion of our Lord’s coming. What would Jesus do if He lived in 
your community? I believe He would feed the hungry, clothe 
the homeless, encourage the discouraged, and love the unlov-
able. Set aside time to read the Christmas story to a child or 
a shut-in. Take the time to make a meal for the homeless in 
your community. Do what you can to be the difference in 
somebody’s life. You can be that missionary right here at home, 
shining the light of His Epiphany and touching one life at a 
time with Jesus’ love! 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!
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