
By Pat Bilow

When Shirley Schindler of Ellington, Connecticut, 
received an inheritance from her grandmother’s estate, 
she was surprised and delighted. Her mother had died 
at an early age, so Shirley and her siblings inherited their 
mother’s portion, which included stock. 

Sell or hold? That was the question. Shirley decided 
to hold. The dividends on the energy stock, in particular, 
were good. As a result, Shirley started reinvesting the divi-
dends to accumulate more shares. 

Then came the economic downturn. As the stock fell in 
value, so also did the dividends. “Still, that stock had been 
good to me,” Shirley relates.

So also has her life with husband, Alfred. While he ran a 
land surveying business, Shirley spent 32 years in banking. 
They made a good team. Al was the visionary, and Shirley 
the detailer. With both now in retirement, Al is writing a 
book about his experiences with his land surveying busi-
ness, and Shirley devotes more time to church activities, 
including LWML where she serves as treasurer of her zone 
in the LWML New England District.

“After I heard your presentation at our LWML New 
England District Convention,” Shirley recalls, “I thought 
it would be good to meet with you, Pat. I wanted to inves-
tigate our options for a charitable estate plan.”

So Shirley was included on my first follow up visit to the 
New England states. We completed the in-depth survey the 

LCMS Foundation pro-
vides, “A Lifetime Plan 
for Giving” — a guide 

that gives a more complete picture of family, property, estate 
plans, and planners already in place. After we had another 
follow-up visit, it didn’t take long for Shirley to zero in on 
her grandmother’s stock, which had been such a blessing to 
her and Al for so many years. 

A two-life gift annuity funded with Grandma’s stock 
now provides lifetime income for Al and Shirley at a 
higher rate of return. Part of the income is tax-free until 
life expectancy, which makes their net-effective payout rate 
even higher. After the first spouse passes away, the survivor 
will continue to get the income until he or she is called 
home to be with the Lord. The remainder of the annuity is 
earmarked for the Lord’s work through both the national 
LWML and the LWML New England District.

“The stock will continue to be a blessing to Al and me, 
just in a different form,” Shirley says. “And, eventually, it 
will help the Lord’s work through LWML. What better 
gift to return back to the Lord?”

For more information about gift annuities go to 
www.lwmlgiftplan.org, or contact Pat Bilow at 1 (888) 
482-8425 or e-mail lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org.

Grandma’s Stock 
Keeps on Giving!

Shirley and Harold Schindler

2011 PRAYER SERVICE ONLINE

Based on the 2011 Peoria LWML 
convention theme verses (Acts 4:13b 

and 20), the 2011 Prayer Service assures 
that empowered by being with Jesus, we 
courageously speak of Him and live a life 
transformed by His love.

Authored by Rev. Carl Gnewuch (LWML Counselor, 2005–2009), the service presents 
seven scenarios where women motivated by the Gospel of Jesus have the opportu-
nity to share the Good News with others. Download your copy today!

The prayer service can be downloaded from the LWML website  
(under “Resources”) or obtained from the LWML Office.

www.lwml.org
EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU

on the Web
LWML IS ON FACEBOOK!
        www.facebook.com/TheLWML

Click the “Like” button at the top 
of our page to become a fan! 

By becoming a fan of the LWML 
page, you will receive daily mite 
reminders, Bible study discussion 
topics, current LWML news, and 
much more! Plus, you can have 
Christian fellowship with over 1,000 
other Lutherans. Have questions? 
Ask us! webmaster@lwml.org

Rev. Carl Gnewuch
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