
By Pat Bilow

It’s unlikely that anyone could find a family more steep-
ly entrenched in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
than Ed and Judy Carlson of Paola, Kansas.

Ed’s father, Hans Carlson, finished his pastoral career at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Falls City, Nebraska. Both 
Ed and Judy, along with all their siblings, graduated from 
Concordia University Nebraska. Early on, Ed and Judy 
both taught at First Lutheran School in Paola. Their chil-
dren, Kristin Petersen and Alisande Duncan, graduated 
from Concordia University Chicago and Valparaiso Uni-
versity, respectively. And following the tradition established 
by her mother, Judy became involved with LWML years ago 
and now serves on the national level as LWML Secretary.

“I was not one to step out, but the women at First 
Lutheran urged, encouraged, and mentored me,” Judy 
recalls. “And I discovered that I really enjoyed the mission 
and ministries of LWML. It isn’t hard to serve. It makes 
me feel so alive. I’ve gained a lot of confidence through my 
involvement with LWML.”

Ed chimes in, “She can handle anything that is put in 
front of her.” This now includes Ed’s illness with Crohn’s 
disease, which has led to other complications. “It’s taught 
me patience!” Judy adds. “We’ve learned to take one day at a 
time. We also wanted to learn more about how we could give 
a part of our estate to the LCMS ministries that have been so 
important to us over the years.”

Not having heard 
my presentation at the 
LWML Kansas District 
Convention as Judy 
did, Ed didn’t know 
what to expect when I 

came knocking on their 
door the first time. But after a number of visits and the sale 
of Judy’s portion of the family farm in Nebraska, the Carl-
sons decided to enter into a two-life gift annuity. (A two-life 
gift annuity is a contract with LCMS Foundation that offers 
increased lifetime income for both spouses and a generous 
income tax deduction. Part of the payment is tax-free until 
life expectancy, which increases the net effective rate of the 
annuity. At the second spouse’s death, the remainder is dis-
tributed to the named ministries.)

 “I’m so relieved!” Judy exclaims. “It’s a good feeling to 
have made this commitment. God has really blessed us.”

For more information about gift annuities, e-mail 
bilowp@oh.lcms.org, go to www.lwmlgiftplan.org, or call 
1(888)482-8425.

Ed and Judy’s Commitment Goes On

Judy and Ed Carlson
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UPCOMING ISSUE: “21st Century Family.” Who is 
my family? How can I be a caregiver for parents, 
children, and grandchildren while balancing wor-
ship, jobs, school activities, volunteer work, and 
family life? Where can I get help for protecting my 
family from worldly influences like the Internet? 
Can my blended family function better? Will my 
children drift from Christ?

NEWS! NEWS! Please send news of unique, meaningful activi-
ties, mission trips and servant events from your society, zone, and 
district, including photos (electronic preferred, prints accepted) to 
News Editor Carolyn Blum at newseditor@lwml.org or to 911 Tara 
Hill East, Hartford, WI 53027 by June 15, 2010. Please include your 
name, address, phone and e-mail address.

Call for news items

Locate resources and information with www.
lwml.org’s NEW Search engine! Type a word 
or phrase in the Search box to scan Web pages, 
devotions, Bible studies, the LWML Store, and 
President Jan’s Blog.

YOU CHOOSE THE COVER  
FOR NEXT LWQ! 

CAST YOUR VOTE 
for cover of the Fall 
Quarterly featuring 
2009 Miss America 
Katie Stam! Choose A 
or B.

Go to www.lwml.
org to cast your vote! 
Voting closes on July 1, 
2010!
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