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SPRINg 2013 THEME: TAKE ANOTHER LOOK
NEWS! Please send lWml news (and photos!) to News Editor Linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org or 
3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763 by september 15, 2012. include name, address, phone, and email address.
PHOTO SUBMISSION gUIDELINES at www.lwml.org/resources/quarterly can provide you with help when taking and 
submitting photos for the Quarterly.

the word retirement was not part of 
the vocabulary of 97-year-old Louise 
Krause of St. John Lutheran Church 
in Fenton, Iowa!  up until two weeks 
before she was called home to Jesus, 
louise was able to bless hundreds of 
god’s little children with her crochet 
talents. louise used yarn supplied by 
St. John LWML ladies and stitched 
beautiful baby sweaters for layette sets 
sent to lutheran World relief.

in Flower Mound, Texas, the Lamb of God 
Chapter of the lWml was able to ship 205 
quilts, 80 personal care kits, and 125 school 
kits to lutheran World relief. With the 
congregation’s support of prayer, generous 
donation of items, and financial support, this 
lWml society helped reach a vast number of 
people in need. 

What happens when you 
combine compassion and the 
love of knitting and crochet-
ing? you’ll see this beautiful 
prayer shawl ministry by the 
women of Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church of Raymore, Missouri. 
before the first stitch is cast, the 
women pray for god to bring 
comfort and peace, strength 
and courage, and wisdom and 
understanding to the recipients.  
these shawls have comforted 
members of their church, wom-
en’s shelters, patients receiving 
medical treatments, and a vast 
number of blessed recipients. 

mary wills, Bethlehem lwml, lou Gemeinhardt, social worker, 
and Donna scholtes, President, Bethlehem lwml donating 
shawls to the hospital

the children of Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Preschool in 
Poway, California, gathered 
mites for a two-week period 
last spring. the three-, four-, 
and five-year-olds were very 
happy to know that their 
coins and bills helped other 
children all over the world. 
as the donations were being 
tallied, Linda and Bill Koch 
thought the display looked 

like an army, took a picture, and titled it “mt. olive Preschool ‘mitey’ army.” 
this is the second year that the preschool has held a Penny drive to support the lwml 
children’s mission adventure at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, which has had an active 
lWml since 1961. the preschoolers raised over $300 — consisting of over 6,600 coins!  

774 Dimes
676 Quarters
616 nickels
4607 Pennies
16 Bills

$347.27

nearly 70 mothers, daughters, and 
grandmothers were blessed to hear an 
inspiring message and to behold beauti-
ful teapots on the various tables during 
a mother-daughter tea hosted by the 
lWml of First Lutheran Church, Fort 
Smith, Arizona. during the festivities, 
the lWml Woman of the year award was 
given to Joan Ussery, a faithful and de-
voted member of the lWml since 1948. 

24 fA l l  2012



Dorothy Kern, an 
lWml member of 
St. John Lutheran 
Church of Fenton, 
Iowa, truly pays 
attention to detail. 
dorothy makes 
sure that all the 
quilts she helps 
produce have 

coordinating material for the quilt tops. through 
dorothy’s dedication, along with her excellent sewing 
talents, the society was able to complete over 200 quilts 
in just three short weeks!

for many years, Maxeine Timme of St. Paul’s Church in 
Orange, California, had been making quilt tops with her 
lWml group.  a few years ago, however, maxeine chal-
lenged herself to make one quilt top every week for one 
year. she succeeded in making 52 quilt tops in a year — 

and kept up that pace for a number of years!  
maxeine said, “all systems worked together 
and, with god’s help, i just did it!”  What a 
wonderful testimony of perseverance.  

the women of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church of Hutchinson, Kansas, focus on 
ways in which they can “serve the lord with 
gladness.” While their lWml society meets quar-
terly, our redeemer has “circles” of women who 
meet on different days and times throughout the 
month. this model provides every woman who wishes 
to be a part of the society the opportunity to attend gatherings 
that fit their schedules. Currently, four circles work on a vast range 
of projects, including the sewing of quilts, the preparation of funeral 
dinners, the hosting of wedding receptions and fund-raisers, and the 
assembling of care packages that are delivered to people in need.  
President Maryann Kelley says, “our ladies have been blessed with 
many talents, and they do not hesitate to use them to serve the lord.”

top: lois lehman (left) and shirley Knaus with 
maxeine (right) and her “Bunny Quilt”

Inset: maxeine at home with her sewing machine 
and patchwork pieces

under the umbrella of MOST Ministries, at least 5 short-term mission teams of 10 to 12 
women from lWml districts of Chesapeake, Indiana, Michigan, and South Wisconsin 
will have traveled to Costa rica, guatemala, and nicaragua during 2012, serving others 
in the name of Jesus Christ.
lwQ news editor linda guteres spoke with Deanna Veitengruber, Greenville, Michi-
gan, a member of a team of lWml women heading to guatemala in november to 
provide health and hygiene programs as well as to lead women’s and children’s ministry, 
assisting with crafts, song, and dance. dee says that teams use a program that is devel-
oped “in-house” and that the local pastors are there to lead everyone in worship.
When asked how teams convey the gospel to all the people they meet, especially when 
some team members may not speak the native languages, dee’s answer paraphrased 
the words of francis of assisi, “Preach the gospel at all times. use words if necessary.”

in the past, dee participated in eyeglass clinics, where team members test patients’ eyes and fit them with the appropriate cor-
rective lenses, serving 100 to 300 people daily.  she shares, “it’s so heartwarming to hear people say, ‘i can see! i can see!’” 
dee requests prayer for all the mission team members: for their travel, health, and safety; for protection for their families; and 
for the holy spirit’s guidance in communicating the gospel. if you are considering a missionary adventure for yourself, or if you 
would like to follow the mission teams’ daily blogs, don’t hesitate! visit the most ministries website at www.mostministries.org.
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 To ghana and Back: Lois’ Mission Journey

“never did i anticipate that studying at the university of 
ghana during my junior year in college would turn into 
years of mission work!” shares lois geiger-Campagna, who 
years later became an official missionary of the evangelical 
lutheran Church of ghana (elCg), which is in fellowship 
with the lutheran Church—missouri synod. 
recently she traveled by bus for 19 hours, on many dirt 
roads, to the northern part of ghana, where the elCg’s 
Women’s fellowship Convention was held “under outdoor 
canopies on the grounds of a secondary school. most of 
us cooked and ate there, sleeping on foam mattresses on 
classroom floors. the food situation reminded me of the bib-
lical account of the loaves and fishes; i had no idea where the 
food came from, but through sharing, we always had enough. 

“We participated in bible studies; we listened to our pastors, 
who spoke on giving and tithing, and to women, who spoke 
of god’s blessings for families; we prayed together; and we 
toured an orphanage that was founded and is supported 
by one of our lutheran ghanaian women. 

“Participants brought necessities of life to share with the pas-
tors, their families, the orphans, and the women from the 
north: used clothing, shoes, food, toiletry items, and books. 
often there were five different tribal languages being inter-
preted at once. diverse, yes, but also united in our love of 

the savior.” the event closed with a communion service.
lois, a native of Wisconsin, came back to the states and 
attended the Peoria 2011 lWml convention. she related, “i 
visit the lWml website frequently at internet cafes. i learn so 
much from the articles posted on the website; i enjoy being 
connected to the women of the lWml. a friend has been 
mailing copies of the lutheran woman’s Quarterly to me; i 
eagerly read and share it with the women at my church.

“i encourage all women to be involved in mission work in their 
own communities or overseas, wherever they are available 
and can be most effective.”

In an effort to encourage more 
women of the congregation to be-
come familiar with lWml, St. Paul’s, 

Nokomis, Illinois, held an advent by 
Candlelight celebration featuring “the 
twelve Days of christmas.” the 70 women 
in attendance discovered the Christian 
meanings hidden in this late 18th cen-
tury english carol, whose lyrics refer to 
the giver as “my true love.” Who could 
this person be? every good and perfect 
gift is from God (James 1:17 nirv).

A Note from the News Editor
if you are like me, december is jam-
packed with extra church services, music 
practices, pageants, and family obliga-
tions that make it seem as though it is 
hard to breathe!  

What can we do to diminish the ever-
growing commercial Christmas season 
that overextends its boundaries and 
rushes us through the season?
advent, the period beginning four sun-
days before Christmas, is to be a time of 
reflection when we anticipate the coming 
of Christ into the world. in an effort to 
develop a new and more excellent way to 
celebrate advent, we need your help. 
tell us how you and your church celebrate 
this precious time before Christmas.   
What ways have you found to slow down 
and relax during this busy time of year?  
how do you keep your focus on Jesus 
Christ amidst the lights and decorations 
of Christmas?
 

Advent by 
candlelight

Please submit your ideas to news editor linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org or 3 timber trail, 
medford, ny 11763. Please include your name, address, phone, and email address.
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